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ACCOUNT OF THE AUTHOR. 



It w«8 some time, if I recolkct right, in the earlypart of the 
fall <^ ] 808, that a stranger applied for lodgings at the Inde- 
pendent Columbian Hotel in Mulberry-street, of which I am 
Landlord. He was a small, brisk-looking old gentleman, 
dressed in a rusty black coat, a pair €i olive velvet breeches, 
and a small cocked hat He had a fbw gray haira plaited and 
clubbed behind, and his beard seemed to be of some eight and 
forty hours' growth. The only piece of finery which he bore 
about him, was a bright pair of square silver shoe-buckles : 
and all his baggage was contained in a pair of saddle-bags, 
which he carried under his arm. His whole appearance was 
something out of the common run ; and my wife, who is a 
very shrewd body, at once set him down for some eminent 
country schoolmaster. 

As the Independent. Columbian Hotel is a very small house, 
I was a little puzsled at first where to put him ; but ray wife, 
who seemed taken with his looks, would needs put him in heae 
best chamber, which is genteelly set off with the profiles of the 
whole family, done in black, by those two great painters. Jar- 
vis and Wood; and commands a very pleasant view oi the 
new grounds on the Collect, together with the rear of th« 

c 
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Poor-House and Bridewell^ and the fiill fifont of the HosfHtal ; 
8o that it 18 the cheerfullest room in the whole house. 

During the whole time that he staid with us, we found him 
a very worthy good sort of an old gentleman, though a little 
queer in his ways. He would keep in his room for days to- 
gether, and if any of the children cried, or mac(e a noise about 
his door, he would bounce out in a great passion, with his 
hands full of papers, and say something about '* deranging his 
ideas ;" which made my wife believe sometimes that he was 
not altogether compos. Indeed there was more than one rea- 
son to make her think so, for his room was always covered 
with seraps of paper and <^d mmildy books, lying about at 
siloes and sevens, which he never would let any body touch ; 
for he md he had laid ^em all away in thdr proper places^ 
90 that he might know where to find them; lliough for that 
matter, be was half his time worrying about the house in 
search of scmie book or writing which he had carefully put 
out of the way. I shall never fcurget what a pother be once 
made, because my wife deaned out his room when his back 
was turned, and put every thing to rights; for he swore he 
would never be able to get his papers in order again in a 
twelvemonth. Upon this my wife ventured to ask him, what 
he did with so many books and papers? and he told her, that 
he was '^ seeking for immortality ;" which made her ihkik 
more than ever, that the poor old gentleman's head was a little 
cracked. ' 

He was a very inquisitive body, and when not in his room 
was continually poking about town, hearing all the news, and 
prying into every thing that was going on : diis was particu- 
larly the case about electioR time, when he did nothing but 
bustle about from poll to poU, attending all ward meetings and 
eommittee rooms ; though I could never find that he took part 
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with mthtfr flide of the question. On the coiAnry, he would 
come home aod mfl at botb parties with great wratk^-^atid 
plaiidy iHFoved one day to the satisfaction of my wife andtiiree 
^d ladies who were drinking tea with her, that the two par- 
ties wore like two rogues^ each tugging at a skirt of tiie na^ 
tion; and that in the end they would tear the very coat off its 
back, and expose its nakedness. Indeed he was an omde 
among the neighbours, who would collect around him to hear 
him talk of an afternoon, as he smoked his pipe on the bench 
before the door; and I really believe he would have broi^t 
over the whole neighbourhood to his own side of the qnestioii, 
if they could ever have found out what it was. 

He was very much given to argue, cnr, as he called it, phi" 
loiopkize, about the most trifling matter, and to do him justice, 
I never knew any body that was a matdi for him, except it 
was a grave looking gentleman who called now and then to 
^ee him, and often posed him in an argument. But this is 
nothing surprising, as I have since found out this stranger is 
tiie city librarian ; and, of course, must be a man of grisit 
learning : and I have my doubts, if he had not some hand in 
the following history. 

As our lodgar had been a long tkne with on, and we had never 
reeeived any pay> my wile began to be somewhat uneai^, aild 
cmrioiiS to find out who and what he was. She accordingly 
Blade bdd to put thequesticm to his fHend, the lifcnrarian, who 
replied in his dry way, that he was one of the IMtrali ; which 
she supposed to mean some new party in politics^ I somn to 
push a lodger for his pay, so I let day after day pass on without 
dunning the «M gentleman fcnr a farthii^ : but my wife, who 
always takes these matters on herself, and is, as I said, a 
shrewd kind of a woman, at last got out of patience, and 
hinted, that she thought it hi£^ time «' some people shoukl 
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have a sight of Bome people's money." To wbidi the M. geft- 
tkmaii replied in a mighty touchy manner, that she need mit 
make herself nneasy, for that he had a treasure there« (poii^ 
ing to his saddle-bags,) worth her whole house put together. 
This was the only answer we could ever get tram him ; and tto 
my wife, by some of those odd ways in which women find out 
every thing, learnt that he was of very great connexions, be- 
ing related to the Knickerbockers of Scaghtikoke, and oousm- 
german to the Congress-man of that name, she did not like to 
treat him uncivilly. What is more, she even offered, merely 
by way of making things easy, to let him live scot-free, if he 
would teach the children their letters ; and to try her best and 
get the neighbours to send their children also : but the old 
gmtleman took it in such dudgeon, and seemed so affronted at 
being taken for a schoolmaster, that she never dared speak on 
the subject again. 

About two months ago, he went out of a morning, with a 
bilndle in his hand-^nd has never been heard of since. All 
kinds of inquiries were made after him, but in vain. I wrote 
to his relations at Scaghtikoke, but they sent for answer, that 
he had not been there since the year before last, when he had 
a great dispute with the Congress-man about politics, and left 
the place in a huff, and they had neither heard nor seen any 
thing of him from that time to this. I must own I felt very 
much worried about the poor old gentleman, for I thought 
something bad must have happened to him, that he diould be 
missmg so long. Mid never return to pay his bilL I therefore 
advertised hhn in the newspapers, and though my mdanchobf 
advertisement was published by several humane printers, yet 
I have never been able to learn any tWng satis&ctory about 
htm. 

My wife now said it was high time to take care of ouwehres. 
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•ndsee if he had left any thmg behind in his room, that would 
pay ua for his board and lodging. We found nothing, how- 
ever, but some old bodu and musty writings, and his pair of 
aaddle»bags ; whidi being opened in presence of the librarian, 
contained only a few articles of worn out clothes, and a large 
bundle of blotted paper. On looking over this, the librarian 
told us, he had no doubt it was the treasure which the old 
gentleman had spoke about; as it proved to be a most excel- 
lent and faithM history of nsw-tork, which he advised us 
by all means to publish : assuring us that it would be so eagerly 
bought up by a discerning public, that he had no doubt it 
would be Plough to pay our arrears ten times over. Upon 
this we got a very learned schoolmaster, who teaches our 
children, to prepare it for the press, which he accordingly has 
done ; and has, moreover, added to it a number of notes of 
his own ; and an engraving of the city, as it was at the time 
Mr. Knickerbocker writes about. 

This, therefore, is a true statement of my reascms for having 
this work printed, without waiting for the consent of the au- 
thor : and I here dediQre, that if he ever returns, (though I 
much fear some unhappy accident has befidlen him,) I stand 
ready to account with him like a true and honest man. 
Which is all at present— 

From the public's humble servant, 

SsTH Handaside. 

Iniependent Ccktmbkm Hatel» 
New-York. 



The foar^o^mg account of the author was prefixed to the first 
edition of this w<Hrk. Shortly after its publicaticm, a letter was 
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received from hiiii« by Mt. Haikbudde^ dat^ at a mall Dutch 
village on the banks of the HadBon, whither he had travelkd 
£ar the purpose of inspecting gertain ancient records. As 
this was one of those few and happy villages^ into which 
newspapers never find their way, it is not a matter of surprise, 
that Mr. Knickerbocker should never have seen the numecous 
advertisements that were made concerning him ; and that he 
should learn of the publication of bis history by mere accident 

He expressed much concern at its premature appearance, as 
thereby he was prevented from making several important otf- 
recti<His and alterations : as well as from profiting by maiqr 
curious hints which he had collected during his travels along 
the diores of the Tappan Sea, and his sojourn at Haverstraw 
and Esopus. 

Finding that there was no longer any immediate necessity 
for his return to New- York, he extended his journey up to 
the residence of his relations at Scaghtikoke* On his way 
thither, he stopped for some days at Albany, for which city 
he is known to have entertained a great partiality. He found 
it, however, considerably altered, and was much concerned at 
the inroads and improvements which the Yankees were mak- 
ing, and the consequent decline oi the good old Dutch man- 
ners. Indeed he was informed that these intruders were 
making sad innovations in all parts of the state; where they 
had given great trouble and vexation to the regular Dutch 
settlers, . by the introduction of turnpike gates, and country 
school-houses. It is said also, that Mr. Knickerbocker shook 
his head sorrowfully at noticing the gradual decay of the great 
Vander Heyden palace; but was highly indignant at finding 
that the ancient Dutch church, which stood in the middle of 
the street, had been pulled down, since his last visit. 

The fame of Mr. Knickerbocker's histovy having readied 
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ei^n to Albany^ he r^myedmuch flattering attention fircwi ita 
worthy biirghers, some of whom, however, pointed out two cur 
three vety great errors he had fallen into, particularly ^t of 
suspending a lump of sugar over the Albany tea-tables, which, 
they assured him, had been discon^ued for some years past. 
Several fiunilies, moreover, were somewhat piqued that their 
ancestors had not been mentioned in his work, and showed 
gteat jealousy of their neighbours who had been thus dis* 
tinguished; while the latter, it must be confessed, plumed 
themselves vastly thereupon ; considering these recordings in 
the light of letters patent of nobility, estaUi^hing their claims 
to ancestry* — ^which, in this republican country, is a matter of 
no little solicitude and vainglory. 

It is also said, that he enjoyed high favour and countenance 
fiom the governor, who once asked him to dmner, and was 
neon two or three times to shake hands with him, when they 
met in the street ; which certainly was going great lengths, 
considering that they differed in politics. Indeed, certain of 
the governor's oonfiden^al firiends, to whom he could venture 
to speak his mind freely on such matters, have assured us, that 
he privately entertained a considerable goodwill for our author 
•^nfty, be even once went so far as to declare, ai^d that openly 
too, and at hi^ own table, just after dinner, that " Knicker- 
bocker was a v^y weU«meaning sort of an old gentleman, and 
no fool." From all which many have been led to suppose, duit, 
had oui? aut^ been of different politics, and written for the 
newspapers instead of wasting his talents on histories, he might 
hiive risen to some post of honour and profit: peradventure to 
lie a nojtary public, or even a justice in the ten pound court 
. Besides the honours and civilities already mentioned, he was 
muqb curessed by the literati of Albany ; particularly Mr. 
John Cook, who entertained him very hospitably at his circus 
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lating library and reading room, where they used to drink Spa 
water, and talk about the ancients. He found Mr. Cook a 
man after his own heart— of great literary research, and a 
curious collector of hocks. At parting, the latter, in testt^i 
mony of friendship, made him a present of the two oldest 
works in his collection ; which were, the earliest edition of die 
Hiedelburgh Catechism, and Adrian Vander Dond^'s iSlmous 
account of the New Netherlands : by the last of which, Mr* 
Knidcerbocker profited greatly in this his second edition. 

Having passed some time very agreeably at Albany, our 
author proceeded to Scaghtikc^e ; where, it is but jui^ce to 
say, he was received with open arms, and treated with won* ] 
derful loving-kindness. He was much looked up to by the 
family, being the first historian of the name ; and was con- 
sidered almost as great a man as his cousin the Congress-man 
~-with whom, by the by, he became perfectly reconciled, and 
contracted a strong friendship. 

In spite, however, of the kindness of his relations, and their 
great attention to his comforts, the did gentleman soon became 
restless and discontented. His history being publidied, he 
had no longer any business to occupy his thoughts, or any 
scheme to excite his hopes and anticipations. This, to a buqr 
mind like his, was a truly deplorable situation ; and, had he 
not been a man of inflexible morals and regular habits, th^re 
would have been great danger of his taking to politics, or 
drinking— 4)oth which pernicious vices we daily see men 
driven to, by mere spleen and idleness. 

It is true, he smnetimes employed himself, in preparing a 
second edition of his history, wherein he endeavoured to cof^ 
rect and improve many passages with which he was dissatis- 
fied, and to rectify some mistakes that had cr^t into it; te 
he was particularly anxious that his work should be noted for 
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i(#,lHilh^ifcicSit}f,; wWiA, indeed, is tlie very life andsoalof 
Just^ry* — Batthe:glowof eomposition had departed— he had 
tb leave BEumy pauses imtouched» which he would £un have 
idjtered ; and ev^n where he did make alterations^ he seoned 
always in dovibt whether they jrere for the better or the worse* 
,, A^r a residence of some time at Scftghtikoke, he began to 
feel a strong desire to return %o New-York, whidi he ever re. 
glided with the warmest affection ; not merely because it was 
his native dty, but because he really considered it the very besi 
ei^ HI the whde world. On his return he entered into the 
futt enjoyment of the advantages of a literary reputation. He 
was continually importuned to write advertisements, petitions, 
hpnd^bms, and productions of similar import; and, although 
]$fi n^ver meddled with the public papers, yet had he^the a*edit 
of writing inpumerable essays, and smart things, that appeared 
on all subjects, and all sides of the question ; in all which he 
was clearly detected " by his style." 

He contracted, moreover, a considerable debt at the post* 
olljce, in consequence of the numerous letters he reedved from 
authors and printers soliciting his subscription — ^he was applied 
to by every ctHuritable society for yearly donations, which he 
gave very cheerfully, considering these applications as sa many 
cpippliments. He was once invited to a great oorporationitlin* 
ner; and was even twice summoned to attend as a juryman 
^ the icourt of quarter^sessions. Indeed, so renowned did he 
beoome, thftt he could no longer pry about, as formerly, in all 
holes and comers of the city,according to the bent of his humour, 
unnoticed and uninterrupted; but several times when he has 
been sauntering the streets, on his usual rambles of observation, 
equipped with his cane and cocked hat, the little boys at play 
have been known to cry, ** there goes Diedrich !" — at which 
the old gentleman s^med not a little pleased, looking upoQ 
^hese salutations in the light of the priuses (^ ppst^tty, 

d 
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In a word^ if we take into eonaidenilaon all fhese variodi 
honours and distinction^ together widi an exuberant ealogium 
passed on him in the Port Folio^with which, we are told; 
the old gentleman was so much oyerpowered|that he was side 
for two or three day8)-^it mast be confessed, that few audMnra 
have ever Hved to receive such JHustiioas rewards, or have so 
cmnpletely enjoyed in advance tteir own immortaUly. 

After his return from Scaghtikoke, Mr* Knidcerbods w took 
up his residence at a little rural retreat, which thel9tuyvenaits 
had granted him on the fiimily domain, in gratitude fat bis 
honourable mention of their ancestor. It was pleasaotiy situ* 
ated on the b<»rders of one of tiie salt marshes beyond Cor- 
leat^s Hook: subject, indeed, to be occasionally overflowed, 
and mudi infested, in the summer time, witii musquitoes ; but 
otherwise very agreeable, producing abundant crops of salfc- 
grass and bulrushes. 

Here, we are sorry to say, the good old gentieman feH dan* 
geroudy ill of a fever, occasioned by the ndghbouring marshes. 
Whra he found his end approadiing, he disposed of his worUGfy 
affidrs, leaving the bulk of his totune to tiie New-York Histo- 
rical Society : his Hiedelburg Catechism, and Vander Dondc's 
work to the City Library ; and his saddle-bags to Mr. Handap 
side. He fbigave all his enemies— that is to say, all that^bore 
any ^unity towards him; fi>r as to himsdf, he dedared he died 
in goodwill to all die world. And, after dictating several kind- 
messages to his relations at Scaghtikoke, as well as to oertaih of 
our most substantial Dutdi dtizens. He expired in the arms of 
his friend the librarian. 

His remains were interred, according to his own request, in 
St Mark's Chufdtyard, dose by tile bones of his fiivourite hero, 
Peter Stuyvesaut; and it is rmnoured, that the Historical So- 
dety have it in mind to erect a wooden monument to his me- 
mory in the Bow&ig gifeen. 
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" HTo rescue firom oUiTMm the memory of former inpidenU, 
and to render a just tribute of renown to the many great and 
wonderfiil trantacdons of our Dutch progenitors^ Diedrich 
Knickerbocker^ natire of the city of New^York^ produces this 
historical essay.*' * Like the great Fatter of History whose 
words I hare just qootad, I treat of times long past, over 
which the twil%ht of uncertainly hid ahready thrown its sha- 
dows, and ^ night of fiNrgetfulitess was about to descend for 
ever. With great solidtikle did I long behold the early his* 
tory of this i^enei^ble and Sn^dent dty, gradually slipping from 
aai gamp, tremblitiig on the lips of narrative old age, and day 
1)^ di^ Arof^piiig {necemeal intd the tomb» In a little while, 
tbeii|^;I,jiidtlioae reverend Dutch burghers, whoa^rveaa 
the tolit«ri|Bg )BM»mi^iitfii;of ^ood old limesj will be gathered 
td tbriri&tberSB^ tbtar duldi^9» itngrossed by the en^pty plea- 
smres Mr.ksignificant traHsacliona of the present ^^e^ will ne«* 
gleet to tneteuKe ^ the recoUeetiiHis of the past, apd posterity 
flhaU search in vain, for memoriala dP the days of die Patriarchs* 
The origin of our city will be buried^ in eternal oblivion, and 
even the nametf and atchitfveftteottf of Wouter Van Twiller, 
WlUam Kieft, and . Ptt^ Stoyvesont, be enveloped in doubt 



* Beloe*8 Herodotus. 
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and fiction, like those of Romulus and Remus, of Charles 
inagne, King Arthur, Rinaldo, and Godfrey of Bologne. 

Determined, therefore, to avert if possible this threatened 
tnisfortune, I industriously sat myself to worf, to gather toge- 
ther all the fiagments of our ancient history which still existed^ 
and like my revered prototype, Herodotus, where no written 
Irecords could be found, have endeavoured to continue the 
chain of history by well authenticated traditions. 

In this arduous undertaking, which has been the sole busi- 
ness of a loiig and solitatjr life, it as incredible .the number of 
leained authors I have consulted ; and all to but little purpose* 
Strange as it may seem, though audi multitudes of e^eellent 
Irorks have been written about this country, there are nonc( 
extant which give any ^11 and satis&ctory account of the early 
Bistory of New*- York, or of its three first Dutch goverhors. I 
have,however, gained much valuable and dirious matter from an 
elaborate manuscript written in exceeding pure and classic knr 
Dutch, excepting a few errors in ortho^aphy, which was found 
ih the archives dPthe Stuyvesant family. Many legends, lettc^ 
and other documents, have I likewise gleaned, in my roMardiei 
among the family chests and lumber garrets of our respeptafaie 
Dutch citizens i and I have gathered k host of well authenti- 
cated traditions from divers elcellent old ladies of my actquain* 
tance, who requested that their names might not be mentiotied» 
Nor most I neglect to acknowledge how greatly I have beeo 
assisted by that admirable and praiseworthy institution, the 
New- York Historical Society, to which I here publicly 
i^etnm my sincere acknowledgments 

In the conduct of this inestimable woric I have adopted P0 
it)dividual model, but on the omtrary have simply contented 
myself with combining and concentrating the excellencies ai 
the most approved ancient historians. Like Xenqphon, I bavc 
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ftfcdiltaibfe^ thtf littiiostittipartiaKty, and tke iitvictest adherem^f 
to ti^ath throughout my hktoty. I have enridied it, after the 
nlantier of Salluftt, with various characters of aneieiit worthies; 
dni^n at full leagdi and fidthfully coloured. I hinre weksdae^ 
it with ptoititLnd political speciulations like Tbucydidei^ sweeu 
#ned it wi^ the graces of sentiment like Tacitus, and infbsed. 
into the wh<^, the dignity, the grandeur, and magnificence of 
Livy. 

- I am awkr^ that I shall iiicttr the censure of numefous vety 
learned and judidous critics, for indulging too frequently in 
tiie bold excursive manner of my £Eivoarite Herodotus. And 
Uf be candid, t have found it impossible always to i^esbt the 
ttttttrements of those pleasing episodes, which like ik>wery 
^ banks and fragrant bowers, beset the dusty road of the histb« 
rian, a^d entice him to turn aside, and refresh himself fi^m 
his wayfaring. But I trust it will be found, that I have always 
resumed my statiT, and addressed myself to my weary journey 
wil^ renovated ^irits, so that both my readers and myself 
have been benefited by the relaxation. 

Indeed, though it has b^efl toy constant iri^h'fihd uiiiform' 
endeavour, to rival Polybius himself, in obsiefrving the reqtd* 
site unity <^ History, ^et the loose and unconnected manner 
ill' whidi mimy -of the fkcts hereih recorded haVe come to hand,' 
rendered such an attempt, extremely difficult; This difficulty 
Was likewise increased, by 6ne of the gnutid objects contem* 
plated in my work. Which was to trace the rise €i sundry cus« 
loms and institutions in this best of cities, and t6 compare 
them when in the germ of ittCuicy, with what .they are in the 
present old age of knowledge and improvement 

Biit the dtief merit on Which I value myself, and found toy 
bbpes for ftitin:<e reg«rd, itf tliat l^tfaful veracity with wfiich I 
have compiled this mvaluaMe littfe work; carefully wihnow- 
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ing «wi]r the diaff «f hypoAetui^ and discarding die taw «f 
iaUe^ whieh are tba apt to spring «p and cbidce the seeds of 
tFsth and ivhdescMne knowledgei--4Iad I been anxious to cap* 
tivato the snpeificial throng, who skim like swallows ovev the 
sny&ce efliterabure; or had I been anions to conuEnend my: 
Wvithigs to the pampeeed palates of literary epicmras^I might 
have availed mydelf of the obsourity that oyersbadows the in* 
fknt years of our city, to introduce a thousand pleasing fictions. 
But I have scrupulously discarded inany a pidiy tale and mar- 
vellous advMSttire^ whereby thedrowi^ air of summer indolence 
might be enthralled ; jealously maintaining that.fidditj» gra- 
vity, and dignity* which shouM ever distinguish the histocian. 
^' For A writer of this class/' observes an degant critic^ *^ must 
sustain the charact^ of a wise man, writing for die instraolion 
of posterity : one who has studied to inform himself wdl, wh^ 
has pondered his subject with oare, and addresses himsdf to 
our jodgmenti rather than to cmr imsgin^tion," 

Thrice hai^y, therefore, is this our renowned oity» in hav» 
ing incidents worthy of swelling die theme of history; and 
doubly dnrice happy is it in having such a historian as myself, 
to relate thenu For after all, gentle reader, cities ^ Ifem a rfa gt, 
and in focti empires qf themtehxsf are nothing without an his» 
torian. It is the patient narrator who reccH^s their proqperitjr 
as diey rise-^'^ho blaaons forth the spkndeur of dieir neentide 
meridian— -who props dieir feeble memorials as they totter to 
decay— O'Who gathers togedier their scattered fiagments as they 
rot— and who piousty at lengdi oeUeots theur ashes inU> the 
mausoleum of his work> and rears a triiimphid monument to 
transmit their rmoown to all succeeding ages. 

What has been the fate of numy fair cities ef aadquity, 
whose nameless ruins encumber tbs j^ains of Eimipe and Asia, 
and awaken the fruitless inquiry ok the traveller ?«*fthey have 
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Bimk into dust and sUence-^-^they hare perished from remem- 
brance for want of a historian ! The philanthropist may weep 
over their desdation — iiie poet may wander among their moul- 
dering arches and broken colunms, and indnlge the xisionary 
flights of his fancy— -but alas! alas! the modem historian^ whose 
pen> like my own> is doomed to confine itself to dull matter of 
£u!t> seeks in vain among their oblivious remains^ far some 
memorial diat may tell the instructive tale, of their glory and 
their ruin. 

'' Wars, conflagrations, deluges," says Aristotle, *' destroy 
nations, and with them all their monuments, their discoveries, 
and ditar vanitie8«-^The torch of science has more than once 
been extinguished and rekindled — a few incUvidnals, who have 
eaci^ed by aocideot, reunite the thread of generations." 

Hie same sad i misfortune which has happened to so many 
ancient cities, wiH happen again, and from the same sad cause, 
to nin^tenths of those which now flourish on the face of the 
globe. Withmostof them the time for recording their histoi^ 
iaipooeby; their- origin, their foundation, together with die 
early stagoa of ^eir settlement^ are> ftirever buried in the rub- 
bish of years ; and the same would have been the case with 
this &ir portion dT the earth, if I had not snatched it from ob- 
scurity in the very nick of time, at the moment that those 
matters herein recorded, were about entering into the wide- 
spread insatiable maw of oblivion— if I had not dragged them 
out, as it were, by the very locks, just as the monster's ada- 
mantine fangs were closing upon them for ever ! And here 
have I, as before observed, carefully collected, collated, and 
arranged them, scrip and scrap, " putii en punt, gat en gal/* 
and commenced in this little work, a history to serve as a foun- 
dation, on whidi other historians may hereafter raise a noble 
superstructure, swelling in process of time, until Knickerbocker's 
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Netv^Yprk may. be equally volominpus^ with Gibbon's Rami, 
or Hume and SmoUelCs England ! 

And now indulge me for a moment: while I lay down my 
pen, skip to some little eminence at the distance of two or 
three hundred years a-head; and^ easting a bird'^ eye glance 
over the waste of years that is tpjoU between, discover my- 
jelf-4ittle I i--at this moment the {progenitor/ prototype,, and 
precursor of them all^ posted at the head of this host of Ikefary 
worthies, with my book under my arm, and New- York on my 
hac^> pressing forward like a gallant cbminahder, to honour 
and immortality ! 

Spch are the vain glorious imaginings that will new and 
then enter into the brain of the author— that irradiate, as with 
celestial light, his solitary chamber, dieering his weary spirits, 
and animating him to persevere in his labours. And I have 
fireely given utterance to these rhapsodies whenever they have 
occurred; not, I trust, from an unusual spirit of egotism, 
but merely that ihe reader may for once have an idea, how an 
author thinks and feels while he is writing — a kind of know* 
ledge very raire and curious, and mndi to be desired. 
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CHAPTER h 

, . Jkscrip^iof^ qfithe Worlds > 

j^-ccoa^i^KO t(?i4he best ai^tfeoyiti^^, die ^rM.Mi which 
^e 4^ell i» -ft)hi;|^ opiique, r^ec^g, iiwuip^ i)9ii«9^ 
|k)9;d)3g.iM the im^ ^therfeal'OGi^aii of infinity jsfiace. It 
Jbas^th^.li^p^ ofian prange;^ l^ing an oblate spheroid, curi- 
imAjf flalbw^ei.^ c^ipo^itep^^, ft)r. the ins^i^w of. twp 
im^giwvKil?f£^ wWoh 9^f ^jij^posed to penetrate . and 
unite at the centre; tl^ foming i|n axis^ on whicl} tl^e 
jxiif^ty orapge iaxns with a regular diurnal revoludoii. 
^y T^e transitions of light, apd darkpess, wJ^ence prqcc^ 
the ^temations of day and night, are produced by this 
4iurnal revolution successively pres^iti^g the different 
pa^ -pf the ^artt to the rays of tb^^ sun. The latter is, 
.according, to the best, that is tp say^ the lajt;est accoyiits, 
a liuninous or fiery body, of a prodigious magnitude, fi'om 
which this world is driven by a centrifiigal or repelling 
power, and to which it is drawn by a centripetal or at- 
tractive forjce; otjierwise called the attraction of gravit;ar 

A 
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tibn; the combmadon, or rather the coimteraction of 
these two opposing impulses producing a circular and 
annual revolution. Hence result the d^erent seasons ci 
the year, viz. spring, summer, autumn, and winter. 

This I believe to be the most approved modem theory 
on the subject — ^though there be many philosophers who 
have entertained very difiyrent opinions ; some too of them, 
entitled to much deference from their great antiquity and 
Slustrious charactirars. Thu6 it ivas advahd^d by sbnle 6f 
file ancient i5ages,'that the earth was an"* extended p]^, 
siipported by va^t pillars;' arid by btheris,' diit it rested 
on the head of a snake, or the back of k htigef fertoise— 
but as they did not provide a resting place for either the 
pillars or the tortoise, the vffRAe theory Ml to the ground, 
for want of proper foundation. 

The Brahmins assert, fliat the heavens rest upon the 
earth, and the sun and moon swim therein like fishes in 
the water, moving from eait to west by day, and gliding 
along the edge of the horizon to their original stations 
during the night; * while, according to the Pauranicas' (^ 
Itidia, it'fea vast plain, encircled by seven oieea^s of milk, 
nectar, and other delicious liquids ; diat k y sttidded with 
isieven thountains, and ornamented in the t^skte by a 
Mountainous rock of burnished gold; and thttt a gretA, 
dragon occasionally swallows up the moon, which aecoimts 
for the phenomena of lunar eclipses, f 

Besides diese, and many other equally ^sage opinimis, 
we have the. profound conjectures of Aboul-Hassanaly, 
son of Al Khan, son of Aly, son of Abdwrrahman, son of 
Abdallah, son of Masoud-el^Hddheli, who is comihcmly 
called Masoudi, and suniamed Cothfeeddiri," but whd 
takes the humble title of Lahebai^-rasoul, Which means 



* Faria y Souza. )V[ick. Lus. note b. 7. 
t Sir W. Jones, Diss. AnUq. Ind. ZciA. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NEW-YjQJIK. a 

the cotnpotuba.pf th^ ambassador of God. Jtle;^ w^K 
ten a imiyersal history, entitled ^^ Mouroudge-ed-dhahrab^. 
or^ .the Golden Meadows,, and the mines of precious 
Stones/' *. . In this valuable work he has related the hi^ 
tory of the world, from t^e creation down to the moment 
of writings which was under the Kbaliphat of Mothi 
BUlah, in the month Dgioumadi-el-aoual of the 33$tk 
yoar of the Hegira or flight of the Prophet He informs 
us that the.earth is a huge bird, Mecca and Medina con- 
stitute the head, Persia and. India the right wiiig, the land 
of Gog the left wing, and Africa the tail* He informs u% 
moreover, that an earth has existed before the present, 
(which , he considers as a mere chicken of 7000 years,) 
that it has undergone divers deluges, and that, according 
to the opinion of some well-informed Brahmins of his ac* 
quaintance, it will be renovated every seventy thousandth 
hazarouam; each hazarouam. consisting of 12,000 years. 

These are a few of the many contradictory opinions of 
phiIosoph<^rs concerning the earth, and we find that the 
learned have had equal perplexity as to the tiature of the 
sun* Some of the ancient philosophers have affirmed that 
it is a vast wheel of brilliant fire;f others, that it is mere- 
ly a mirror or sphere of transparent crystal j J and a third 
dass, at the h^ of whom stands Anaxagoras, maintain^ 
that it was: nothing but a huge ignited ma^ of iron or 
.stone-^indeed^ he declared the heavenis to be merely a 
vault of stone, and that the stars were stones whirled up- 
wards from the earth, and set on fire by the velocity of its 
revolutions. § But, I give little attention, to the doctrines 



• MSS. Bibliot. Roi. Fr. 

t Plut de Plac Philos. lib. ii. cap. 20. 

t Ad^iH; Tat Isag. cap. lfi|. Ap. Petav. %. liL p. 81. StoU Edog. 
Phys. lib. I p, 56. Plut. de. Plac Philoe. 

§ Diogeuee Jsert'Wa in Axucag* L.ii« se& B* Plat. ApoL t. i p. 26. 
Phit de Plac. Philos. Xenoph. Mem. 1. iy. p. 815. 
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of Hiis pMldsdpher, the people (^ Athens hMi^ fidl/ ie^^ 
fhiedihem, by banishing him* frcnn "diehr 'city i a concise 
model of aifi^werihg uti^ekcmie doctrines miidt I'esorted td' 
m former days. Ahothei" s^ct '(^|)hilosophers do declare, 
that certain fiery paMdes e!dude constantly trata the eaiitb," 
which concentrirtti^ in a single point of the firmament by 
day^ cohsfitnte the smi, but t>eing scattered and rambling 
about in th^ dark at ni^t, collect in various points, and 
form stars, lliese a^ regularly burnt out and extinginsh<^ 
ed$ ndt unlike to the* lamps in our streets, and xequire a 
frteh supply of exhalations for the ndfct occasion. * 

It is even recorded, that at certain reinote and ob* 
kaire periods, in consequence of a great scarcity of fiiel, 
^ sun has been completdy burnt out, and sometimes 
not rekindled for a month at a time. A most melancholy 
circumstance, the very idea of which gave vast concern to 
Heraclitus, that worthy weeping philosopher of antiquity. 
In addition to these various speculations, it was the opi- 
nion oiF Herschd, that the sun is a magnificent, habitable 
abode; the fi^ it fiimishes arising fi:t)m certain empy- 
tekl, luHunous or phosphoric douds, svrimming in its titm- 
sparent atmosphere, f 

■ Sutwewill not enter further at present into the^ na- 
ture of the sun, that being an inquiry not immediately 
necessary to the devdopement of this history; nekher 
win we embroil ourselves in any more of the endless dis- 
putes of philosophers touching the form ctfthis globe, but 
content ourselves with the theory advanced in the be- 
ginning of this chapter, aiid will proceed to illustrate by 
experiment, the complexity of motion therein ascribed to 
this our rotatory planet 



• Aristot. ll^eteoi'. I n.d t. Idem. ProbL seC. 11 Stob; EcL Phys. 
t i. p. 55. Brack. Hist PhU> t ii p. 1 154, &c. 

t Fhilf)8« Turns* 1795. p. "Jf. Idem. 1801. p. S65. Nich. Fhilos. 
Jdum* ii p. 13i 
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Professrt^ Von Poddfiigcoft (or Pud^nghead, as the 
nSttie may W rendered into English) was long celebrated 
in the unitei^ty of Leyden, for most prbfornid- gravity of 
deportment, and his talent at going to sleep in the midst 
of examinations ; to the infinite relief of his hopeful stu- 
dents, who thereby Worked thdr way through college 
with gredt easfe aiid little study. In the course of one 
of hisjB(;tures, the learned prof^sor^ seisdng a bucket of 
vfAter^ swung it round his head at arm's length ; the im^ 
pulse with which he threw the vessel from him being a 
centrifugal force, the retention of Ms arm operating as a, 
centripetal power, and tlie bucket, which was a substitute 
for the earth, describing a circular orbit round about the 
globular head and ruby visage of Professor Von Podding- 
cofl, which formed no Dad representation of the sun. All 
of these particulars were duly explained to the class of 
gaping students around him. He apprised them more- 
over, that the same principle of gravitation which retained 
the water in the bucket, restrains the ocean from flying 
from the earth in its rapid revolutions ; and he further 
bifbrmed them, thAt should the motion of the earth be 
su&lenly checked, it would incontinentiyfall into the sun, 
through the centripetal force 6f gravitation; a most rum- 
ous event \o this planet, and one which wdidd also ob- 
-scure, though it most probably would not extinguish the 
solar luminary. An tiftlucky stripling, one of those va- 
grant geniuses who seem sent into the world merely to 
annoy worthy men of the puddinghead Order, desirous of 
ascertaining the correctness of the experiment, suddenly 
arrested the arm of the professor just at the moment that 
the bucket was in its zenith, which immediately descended 
with astonishing precision on the philosophic head of the 
instructor of youth. A hollow sound, and a red-hot hiss 
attended the contact, but the theory was in the Amplest 
manner illustrated^ for the unfortunate bucket perished in 
the conflict; but the blazing countenance of Pt-ofessor 
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Von Po^dingco^: emerged &om amidflt tbe watery grow- 
ing fiercer than ever wi0i unutterable indignatian-^wher^. 
\^y the students were marvellcmsly edified^ and dqpai;^ 
considerably wiser than befi:)r^^ 

It is a mcprdfying circumstance, which greatfy perplexes 
many a pains-baking philosopher^ that nature often. refipses 
to seccmd his most profound and elaborate efforts ; so that 
often after having invented one of the mo^ ingenious and 
natural theories imaginable, she w^l have the pe^i^rseneaa 
to act directly in the teeth of his system, and flfitly con- 
tradict his most &vourite positions. This i$ a manifest 
and unmerited grievance, since it throws the censure <^ 
the vulgar and unlearned entirely upon the philosopher; 
whereas tibe fault is not to be ascribed to his theory, which 
IB unquesticoiably correct, but to the waywardness of dame 
Suture, who, with the proverbial fickleness of her sex, is 
continually indulging in coquetries and caprices, and seems 
really to take pleasure in violating all philosophic rules, 
and jilting the most learned and inde&tigable of her 
adorers. Thus it happened with respect to the fc^^going 
sads&ctory explanation of the moticm of our planet; it 
af^pears that the centrifiigal force has long sim^e ceased to 
operate, while its antagonist remains in undiminidbed pOi> 
tency : the wcM-ld therefore, according to the theory as it 
Oif^inally stood, ought, in strict propriety, to tumble into 
the sun— philosophy's were convinced that it would do so, 
and awaited, in anxious impatience, the fiilfilment of their 
{^(^ostics. But the untoward [danet pertinaciously eon^- 
tinued her course, notwithstandii^ that she had reason^' 
philosophy, and a whole university of learned professors 
opposed to her conduct. The {dulosqphers to6k this in 
veyy ill part, aiid it is thought they would never have paiv 
doned the sMght and afiront which they conceived put 
upcm them by the world, had not a gopdnatured professcnr 
kindly officiated as a mediator between the parties, and 
effected a reccHicaliation. 
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Findisig the worid wdolA not acoHmnodate itself to the 
the^^ he wisely dbtenriiiled to acccampodate the theory 
try the y^dtlA : he therefom informed his bvother philoso*- 
phers, thdt'the d)fcitlar motion of the eardi round the isiin 
tms no i^ioner engendered by the oonflictmg impiolaes 
above deseribed, than it becaanej -m Teguhur tevtohidon, iiid^ 
pendent of the causes whidi gave k origin* i His learaisd 
brethrei^ r^^ndify joined in the opoumi^ Jbieing heartily glad 
of any^s^anatkm that wotdd decently extidcate diemfitom 
embaKliai»nienl — and ever since that:niemocable .eraitixd 
vwtld hfiisbe^n left to take heir own ooofse^ and toirerpline 
eat>un(l the sun in such cfthk as she thinkis premier. ' 



h . . :. CHAPTER IL 

Co0mogmi^&t(^tationof the World; tnihainuUkudeof^Ji^edf 
\ knt'.Theoneit by mhiek the Cr^i&nqfa World is shonm ioii^ 
no such, diffimU matter ns common Folks mmld imagine^ 

Having thtis briefly kitroduced my reader to the n/orld, 
and given him some idea of its^ i^Hrm and ^situation, he^will 
naturally^faie curious to- kncrr ifrom wh^ce it came^ and 
^ho>vr it was created* And indeed the dearihg up of these 
points is flbsdutely ess^itial to my higtory, •inasmuch as if 
tins wbrid had not been formed, it i» more than probable, 
tkit this -renowned island, on which is skuated the cify of 
New- York, would never Iftwe had an existence. The 
regular -course of my history, therefore, requires that 1 
shouM proceed to nodce the cosmogcny or iiMination of 
this our globe. 

And now I give my readers fair warning, th^t I am 
about to plunge for a, chapter or two, into as complete a 
.labyrinth as ever historian was perplexed withal ; there- 
fore, I advise them to take fiist Jiold of my skirts, and keep 
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close at my hedsyventurii^' Djeither to ^ ri^t bjimdnor 
to the left) ledt tkey ^ bemited m a slough of ui4nt^igi^ 
bleieaming, or have^their brains knocked oot by some 
of those haprd Greek Jiameairiiich will he Ajixigj^AiQiU in 
all direGStimis. Bi^ should imyjoftbem be too iudolent c^r 
chick^i4iearted to accompany m^ in this pel^l^ig underr 
taldng) they had better tak$ •& diort cut rounds 9^4' w^^ 
fint me ^at the beginnhig oSscoAe j9inQoth0r chapter^ 
.. Of the crcaitba of the world, we have a thouiimd coi^* 
trtHiictory:aoeou»ts; aod ikm^A tery sitfjisfactory one 
k fiimidied by diidne r^i^elatioil^ . ye^ etefy j^hUosopJbi/^ 
feels himself in honour boiiiiidf'to ivemisb us with- p>:hett&^ 
As an impartial historian, I consider it my duty to notice 
their several theories, by whifih mankind have been so ex- 
ceedin^y edified and instructed. 

Thus it was the opinion .of xeiitain ancient sages, that 
the earth and the whole system of the universe, was the 
deity himse^; * a; doctrine moi^ strenuously maintamed 
by Z^iophanes and the wh<^ tribe of Eleaties, as alsci by 
Strato and the sect of peripatetic philosophers. Pytha^ 
goras likewise inculcated the famous numerical system of 
4he monad, dyad,>aiid tryaid;.,aiid by mewas of his sacred 
iquatemary. .elucidated the :fotqnatton of.-^the: world, )the 
iarcana of nature,(iand the principlies rbothof ^n^ic ^nd 
jnoiuIs.f Other sages adhered !lo the iptodii^Q^iattcaldya^ 
ibfsquares^ and triangles; the K»ibe^ the pyrbn^, Jmd tb/e 
,sphete ; the tetrahedon^ the octahedron^ the .{cjosabediftili, 
le^ the dodecahedr(HU | ..While: othei^s advodiledr tim 
gre)at ekmentary theory, whkh refers the ^consitntc^ticm of 
40ur globe and all that it contains, to the combinatkois of 
'four material elements, air, earth, fire, aind water; with 



• Aristot. ap. Cic, lib. L cap. 3. 

•)• Aristot. Metaph. lib. i. c. 5. Idem de Coelo, 1. iiL c. 1. , Rousseau, 
' Mem. sut. Musique Anden. p. 39. Plutarch de Plac. Philbs. Hb. i. cap. 3» 
X Tim. liocr. ap. Plato, t iiL p. 9a 
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liie assistance of a fifth, m laoimateinal aiul viv^i]^ {»nii^ 

Nor must I omit to laeadon the great atomic system 
taught by old Mosdius brfore the siege of Troy ; reyked 
by Democritus of laughing memory; iiiq>roT)ed by Efn- 
curus, that king of good fellows $ and modernised by the 
fimeifiil Descartes. But I decline inquiring, whether the 
atmns, 4j£ which the ewrth i& said to be composed, are 
^etei;naIor receirt; wfa0tber they are animate or inanimate ; 
whether, agreeably to the opinion of Atheists, they wsere 
fortuitously aggregated ; or, as the Theists maintain^ were 
arranged by a supreme intell%ence. * Whether, in fad;, 
the earth be an insensate dod, or whether it be animatied 
by a soul ; f which opinion .was strenuously maintained by 
a host of philosophers, at die head of whom stands the 
great Plato, that temperate sage^ who threw the cold 
water of {^osqphyon the form of sexual intercourse, and 
inculcated the doctrine of Platonic k>ye**an exquisitely 
refined intercourse, but miich better adapted tp the ideal 
inbabitanl:s of his imaginary island of Atlantis, than to the 
sturdy race, ccMOiposed of rebdMous flesh and blood, which 
populates the litde matter of &ct island we inhabit; 

Besides these systems, we have, moreover, the poetical 
theogony of old Hesiod, who generated the whole universe 
in the regular mode of procreation^ and the plausible opi* 
nicm of others, that the eardi was hat^ied froja the great 
egig of night, which floated in chaos, and was cracked by 
the horns of the celestial bull. To illustrate diis last doe^- 
trine, Burnet, in his theory of the earth, I has &voured 
us w^ an accurate dranring and description, both of tiie 

• Aristot. Xat. Au9cujt 1. ii. cap. 6. Aris\oph. Metaph. lib. i. cap. 3k 
€ic. de Nat. Deor. lib. L cap. 10. Justin Mart. Orat. ad Gent, p ?0. 

t Mosbeim in Cudw. lib. i. cap. 4». Tim de Anim. Mund. ap. 
Plat. lib. iii. Mem. de PAcad. des Belles Lettres, t xxxii. p. 19 et aL 

t Book L ch. 5. 
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fami and texture of this mniiHfiai ef^; whud^kfiMindto 
bear a nea^ resemblance to that of a goose. Such of my 
readers as take a jnt^Mr interest in the origin of this our 
planet) will be pleased to IcaJrn, that the most profound 
sages ^antiqui^, among the Egyptians^ Chaldeans^ Per^ 
sialism Qbeeks, and Latins^ have alternately assisted at the 
hdtdiing of tfus strange bird; and that their rarHings 
hare beei^ caught, and continuad, in diflbrent tones and 
inlections, from philo60[dier to phflosophery unto the pre* 
tent day. 

But whole bijefly notieii^ long odebrated systems of 
a&dent $Bges, leifc me not pass Offer, widi n^lecty those of 
odier philosc^hers ; which, dxyu^ less untvorsal and v^ 
Bowned, ha^e equal dahnsto attenlaon, and equal chance 
for correctness. Thus it is recorded by the BrahmiiiS) in 
the pages of their inspired Shastah, that ike angd Kst- 
noo, transformed himself into a great boar^ pkmged into 
t^ wat^ abyss, and brought up the earth on his tusks. 
Hien issued from lum a v^f^bty tixttok^ and a mi^tty 
snake ; and Bistnoo placed tlie snake erect upon the back 
of ihe tortoise, and he placed the earth upon the h^ad of 
the snake. * 

The negro phikisophers of Congo affirm, that the world 
was made by the hands pf angels^ excepting their own 
ooontty, which tike Supreme Being constructed himself 
that it might be sopiretnely eitcdlent And he took g^reat 
pains with ibe inhabitants, and made them very black and 
beantifol ; and when he had fiaoBhed the first man, he was 
well pleased with him, and sipoothed him over the foce, 
aad« henoe his nose, and the nose of all his deseendants, 
became flat 

The Mohawk philosophers tell us, that a pregnant 
woman fell down from heaven, and that a tortoise took 



• HolwelL Gent. Philosophy. 
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W upon its b»ck9.hfc«iufie,eifery plaice wa3 covexied wjutb 
water; and, that the woman, sitting upon the tortoi^ 
padded wilb b^ hands in the water, and raked up the 
^eattkt^ whence it finatty hiypejaed that the e^urth boca^ 
higher than tibe waten * 

But I forbear to quote a nupiber more of these a^cdent 
«ttid outlandish philosophers, whose dqdorable ignorance 
in despite of all their erudition, compelled them to write 
jolk languages whic^ but lew of my ^readers can understand ; 
aad I shall proceed briefly U> notice a few more intelligible 
1^ fiusiiionaUe theoms of their modem successors. . 

And first I fijiall m^ition the great Buffon, who coi^ec- 
$mr^ that this glebe was originaUy a globe of liquid fir^ 
•scintiUated from the body of the sun, by the percussion of 
^ comet, as a upark is generated by tiie collision of £iint 
aiid steel* That al first it was surrounded by gross vfir 
pcaurs, ^vriii^ coc^i^g and ccNidwsing in process of timCf 
«0n8^ted| accm<ding to their d^osities, earth,^ water^ and 
air; which gradually arranged themselves, accprdii^ to 
4beur reiqiecitive g^vities, round the burning or vil;ipified 
amas, that fortnad tihteir centre. 

) Huttcm, on the contrary^ si^[q>oses that the wajters.fit 
.first were ttn]Yersa% paramount ; and he terrifies himself 
irilti' the idea that, the eaxtb must be eventually washed 
^miift by the fiwee of raiiH rivers,, and mountain tprrents, 
,KB^ it is eeiafouaded with Urn poeaiv.or, in other words, 
riMQhHely diisiriveMS inio itsdf4-^Sublime idea I &r sur- 
paiasang d^M; of the t^uferrhiearted damsel of antiquity, 
wh6 wept 'heifself into a fountain ; or the good daooie of 
Narbonne m France) who» for a ydubility of tongue 
idiusual in her sex, was doomed to peel five hundred 
tiKMdsand and tbirty-^nine ropes of onions, and actually ran 



* Jofettnines M^g^pdmnAs^ jum Ajocouat of Maquaas cor Mohawk 
Indtam^iaM. 
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out at her eyes, before half tbef hideous task was acc6lli-» 
plished. 

Whiston, thcj saMe ingeniotis philosopher who rivalled 
Ditton in his researches after the longitude, (for whid^ die 
mischief-loving Swifi discharged on their heads a most 
^VcJiiry stanza,) has distinguished himself by a very ad- 
mirable theory respecting the eardi. He conjectures that 
it was originally a chaotic coniet, Which, being selected for 
the abode of man, was removed from its eccentric ortrit^ 
and whirled round the sun in its present regtilar motion ; 
by which change of direction, order succeeded tcf confu- 
sion in the arrangement of itS' component parts. The 
philosopher adds, that the deluge was produced by an 
uncourteous salute from the watery tail of another comet ; 
doubtless through sheer envy of its improved, condition: 
thus, ftimishing a melancholy proof that jealousy may pre- 
vail, even among the heavenly bodies, and discord inter- 
rupt that celestial harmony of the spheres, so melodiously 
sung by the poets. 

But I pass over a variety 6f excellent theories, amOng 
which are those of Burnet, and Woodward, and White- 
hurst; regretting extremely that my time will not suffer 
me to give them the notice they deserve— And shall con- 
clude with that of the renowned, Dr. Darwin. This 
learned Theban, who is as much distinguished foi* riiyme 
as reason, and for goodnatiired credulity as serious research; 
and who has tecOmmended himsdf wonderfully to the good 
graces of the ladies, by letting them into all the gallantries, 
amours, debaucheries, aiid other topics of sdandal of the 
court of Flora ; has fallen upon a theory worthy of his 
combustible imagination. According to hk c^inion, the 
huge mass of chaos took a sudden occasion to explode, 
like a barrel of gunpowder, and, in that act, exploded the 
sun— which in its flight by a similar convulsion, exploded 
the earth — ^which in like guise exploded the moon— and 
thus, by a concatenation of explosions, the whole solai* 
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system was produced, and set most 6ystetiifftica% in 
motion I * 

By die great variety of theories here alluded to, every 
(me of which; if thoroughly exammed, will be found sur^ 
priangly consistent in all its parts; my unlearned readers 
will perhfips be led to conclude, that the creation of a 
world is not so difficult a task as they at first imagined. 
I have shown at least a score of ingeni<»is methods in 
which a world could be constructed^ and, I have no 
doubt, that had any of the philosophers above quoted, the 
use of a good manageable comet, and the philosophical 
warehouse, chaosi at his cominand, he would engage to 
manu&ctui^ a planet as good, or if you would take his 
word for it, better than this we inhaUt. 

And here I cannot help noticing the kindness of provi^ 
daMre, in creating comets for the great relief of bewildered 
philosophers. 3y their assistance more sudden evoliitioiis 
and transitions are ^fected in the s}rsteiii df nature, than 
are wrought in a patitomimic exhibition, by the wonder- 
woridng sword of harlequin. Should ane of our modem 
sages, in his thecnretical fl^ts among the stars, ever find 
himself lost in the clouds, and in dagger of tumbling into 
the abyss of nonsense and absurdity, he has but to seize a 
cpmet by the beard, mount astride of its tail, and away he 
^dlops in trium|di, like an enchanter on his hippogri£^ or 
a Connecticut witch cm her broomstick, <^ to swe^ the 
cobwebs out c^ the sky.'' 

It is an old and vulgar saying, about a <^ beggar oa 
horseback," which I would not for the world have applied 
to diese reverend philosb|^rs ; but I must confess, that 
some of them, when they are mounted on one <^ those 
fiery steeds, are as wild in their curvettings as was Phaeton 



* Dfonr. BoU Qaideh. Part L Cant. i. 1 105. 
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of }ri(Mre^ iK^hen be aspired to anina^tiiecbaiiot of: Fiicei^ 
bus. One drives his comet at full speed against tdie sun) 
and knacks the wcnrid out of k&n wkh the m^ty oonicus- 
sioll;^lKneth^r' more moderate, md^es hia cometakindof 
beast of bwrden^ oarrjing tl^ sun a regular supply of fi)od 
and £igots; a third, of more coanb^iUe diaposition^ 
threatens to throw his comet, l&e a bombshell into the 
ivbrii, and UowituplSke a powder magaaine; while a 
fourth, with no great ilehcacy to this planet, and its in- 
habitants^ insinuates that some day or otheri his eomet^ 
taiy modest pen blushes while I wiite it--*8hali absolutely tuiii 
tciil iq)on our world and deluge it with water !-**«SKireIy, as 
t have already observed, comets were bountifUiy prbVided 
by providence for the benefit 6f philosophers, to assii^ 
them in manufacturing theories. 

And now, having acMuced several of the most prdmineBt 
theories that occur to my recollection, I leave my judid*^ 
ous readet^ at full liberty to choose among t^m. They 
are all serious speculatioas of learned men— ^'differ essen*' 
tially from each other— and aH have the same title to b^ 
lief. It has ever been the taA of one race 6f fdiilioisoph^rs 
to demolish the works of their predecessors, and demte 
mm^ splendid fantasies in thmr atead, whieh^ in dieif tuvn, 
aore demoMi^ atld r^aced by tke aiivcastks of a 4iuo- 
oeeding g^ieratbn. llms, it would seeoi that kiiowl^%e 
and genius, of which we nu&e suidi great parad% oonsiat 
but in detecting the errors and absiurditiea of thoso wild 
liave gone before, and devising new errors and absurdities, 
to be detected by those who are to oome aftei^ ns. Hick 
coies are die mighty soap4)ubbies, with which die gti>wn^ 
up children of sci^ice amuse themsdh^es ; wh^ the honest 
vulgar stand gam^ in stupid idmiration, and dignify di«Gie 
learned vagaries with the name of wisdom ! — Surely So- 
crates was right in his opinion, that philosophers are but a 
soberer sort of madmen, busying tben^dh/es in things to- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NEW-YORK. 15 

^all}r!&ldDmpreheii8iU^ <xr wMdi^ if they o^iibi be conw 
prdfeended^ wonld be foiind not wOTtbjr the tiroiible offibs^ 
covtvy. 

For my own part, until the leaitikl^ hAva come to an 
agveetaent among themadiTes, I i^aU content myself with 
the Bcoount banded down tb us by Moses ; in which I dn^ 
hut foUow the example of otir ingenious^ ndi|^bonrs of 
Coontctieut; who: at their first settlement proclakned^ 
that the colony should be governed by the laws of CU)d''H^ 
HDdl they had time to make better. 

Oae thiiig howevet appeaars certaiiir-*^^^!^ the unaiii-^ 
mous aitfhority of the before quoted phikxkiphers, sup-^ 
ported by the evidenoe of our own senses, (whidi, though 
very apt t6 dteceiYe m, may be cautiously admitted as ad- 
ditional tsslimony,) it appears, I say, and I make the as* 
sertion deliberately, wtthouLfear of eonttadiction, that this 
^obe really wob crwted, and that it is composed of lani 
and tDoUr. It fbrther appears that it is cuvioudy divided 
and parcelled out into continents and islands, among which 
I boldly declare th^ renowned island of iu&w-york wiB 
be fiMUid by any one who sedcs for it ii| its proper {daoe^ 



CHAPTER IIL 

He^ Jkr ikaifmoM Nm>ige^or^ Neah, mrs shtmeflMtf nkh" 
natmd; mndhm^ke 'Mtmnkied wi nnpatdbrntble o»erdght ih 
n<a kamng Four Sqnt: wkk the great tr&Me ^ Pkilosopkefn 
caused (hertkg^ and the Diaoov&ry of Ammaa. 

Noah, who is the first sea^^mng man we read (C^ b^at 
three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japhet Authors it is true 
are not wanting, who affirm that the patriarch had a num^ 
ber of other children. Thi£5 Berosus makes him ii^ei: 
<^ thie gigaotio Titans, Methodhis gives him a son caBed 
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Jonithiis, oit Jonious, (who was die first inrraitor eiMamf 
cokes,) and others have mentioiied a son, named Hicdscon, 
from whom descended the Teutons or Teutonic, or in 
other words the Dutch nation. 

I r^et exceedingly that the nature of my plan will not 
permit me to gratify the laudable curiositjr of my readers, 
by investigating minutely the lustory of the great Noah« 
Indeed such an undertaking would be attended with more 
trouble than m^ny pecple would imagine; for the good 
old patriarch seems to have be^i a great traveller in im 
day, and to bavis passed under a different name in every 
country that he visited* The Chaldeans for instance give 
us bis story, merely altering :his name into; Xisuthrus^— * 
a trivial alteration, which, to an historian s|plled in ety* 
mologies, will appear wholly unkn^jstant. '^ It appears 
likewise, that he had exchiai|j|dj^^ t^a^wting^ and qua-* 
djrant among the Chaldeans, &(. <£e gcnrgeous insignia of 
royalty, ^nd appears as a monarqh ii|.tfaeir annals. The 
Egyptians celebrate him under the name of Oisuis; 'the 
Indians as Menu; the Greek and Boman writers con* 
found him with Ogyges, and the Theban with Deucalion 
and Saturn. But the Chinese, who deservedly rank a- 
mong the mo$t extensive and authentic historians, inas- 
much as they have known the world much longer than 
any one else, declare that Noah was no other than Fohi; 
and what gives this assertion some air of credibility is, 
that it i9 a &ct, admitt^ by the most enli^^t^p^ literati, 
that Noah travelled into China, at the time of the building 
iof the tow^r of Babel, (probaMy to improve himself in the 
study of languages,) and the learned Dr. Shuckford gives 
us the additional information, that the ark rested on a 
mountain on the frontiers of China. 

Frpm this mass of rational coiyectures and sage hypor 
theses, maliy satis&ctory deductions might be drawn; but 
I shall pontent myself with the simple fact stated in the 
Bibl^ viz. that Noah begat three scms, Shem, Ham, and 
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Jofdiet. it is astonishii^ on what remote and obsourei 
conting^ides the great affidr» of this world depend, and 
how events the most distant and to the common observer 
miconnected, are inevitably consequent the one to the 
o&er. It remains to the philosopher to discover these 
mysterious affinities, and it is the proudest triumph of his 
sldll, to d^:ect and drag forth some latent dbain of causa* 
tion, which at first sight appears a paradox to the ine:q)e- 
rienced observer. Thus many of my readers will doubt* 
less wonder, what connexion the fiunily of Noah can pos^ 
siWy have with this history*--*and faiany will stare when 
informed, that the whole history of this quarter of the 
world has taken its character and course, bom the simple 
circumstance of the patriarch's having but three sons*^ 
but to explain* 

^oah, we are told by sundry very credible historians, 
becoming sole surviving heir and proprietor of the eaith, 
in fee simple, after the deluge, like a good father portioned 
out his estate among his children. To Siiem he gave 
Asia, to Ham, Afi'ica, and to Japhet, Europe. Now it is 
a thoussmd times to be lamented that he had but three 
sons, for had there been a fourth, he would doubtless have 
inherited America; which of course would have been 
dragged forth from its obscurity on the occasion; and 
thus many a hard working historian and philosc^her 
would have been spared a prodigious mass of weary con-r 
jecture, respojting the first discovery and population of 
this country. Noah, however, having provided for his 
three sons, looked, in all probability, upon our country as 
mere wild, unsettled land, and said nothing about it, and 
to this unpardonable tadtumity of the patriarch may we 
ascribe the misfortune, that America did not come into 
the world, as early as the other quarters of the globe. 

It is true, some writers have vindicated him from this 
misconduct towards posterity, and asserted that he really 
did discover America. Thus it was the opinion oi Mark 

C 

r 
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Lescarbot, a Frem^ writer, possessed of that pondero^ 
of thoi^ti and pcpfbuiidness of refiecticxi, so peeiiliar to 
ins nation, that the immediate descendants of Noah peo^ 
fded this quanber of the ^k>be, and that the old palariai^ 
hunseli^ who stiU retained a passion for the sea&ring Ufe^ 
superintended the tmunfiani^ratio^. The pious and enlj^t^ 
eaed &tber CharleYoix^ a French Jesuits r^narkable (or 
his aY^*sion to the marvelkwis» oommon to all great travel^ 
krs, is concluMvely of Che sasp^e opinion; nay, he goes still 
fiurther, and deddes upcm the manner in whidbi the d^ 
eovery was effected, whifih was by sea, and under the an- 
mediate direction of the great Noah. ^ I b&ve already 
observed,'^ exclaims the good &ther in a tone of becoming 
indignation, << that it is an arbitrary £»q)position that the 
grandchildren of Noah were not able to penetrate into 
the new worlds or that they never thought erf" it. In ef- 
fisot, I can see no reason that can justify such a noticm* 
Who can seriously believe, that Noah and his immediate 
descendants knew less than we do, and that the builder 
and pilot of the greatest ship that ever was, a ship which 
was formed to traverse an unbounded ocean, and had so 
many shoals 9jad quicksands to guard against, should be 
ignorant of, or should not have communicated to his de- 
scendants the art of sailing on the ocean ? Theiefo]?e thejr 
did sail on the ocean — ^therefore lliey sailed to Americam» 
therefore America was discovered, by Noah P* 

Now all lUns exquisite chain oi reasoning, which is so 
strikingly characteristic of the good fiuther, being adxkesaed 
to the &ith, rather than the understanding, is &idy qp-r 
posed by Hans de Laet, who dedares it a real and most 
ridiculous paradox, to suppose that Noah ever ^itertained 
the thought of discovering America; and as Hbbs is a 
Dutch writer, I am inclined to thieve he must have been 
much better acquainted with the worthy crew of the ark 
than his competitors, and of course possessed of more as> 
curate sources of information. It is aatonie^ing how inti- 
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nMe hbtamm d& dait)^ kec<me witb the ptttmiehB and 
other great men of antiquity. As intimacy improves >ith 
time^ and 06 the learned are (larticularly iiiqUishive tod 
&miliar in their acqiiail^ktance with the and^its^ I should 
not be surprised, if sc^ne futiire writers should gravely 
give us a picture of mtxi and Jiiflimers a$ th^ existed b^ 
fore the fldod^ far miire tedious and accurate than the 
Bible ; md that^ in the course of anoth^cehtury, the lo^ 
book of the good Noah should be as.imrrent aiik>ng his* 
toriaa% as the voyages of Capt^ Cooh^ or the renowned 
history of Robinson Crusoe. 

I sbiil not occupy my tiikie by discussing the huge ttmss 
of additional suppositions, eoigectures, and pcobabilkaes 
Inespecting the first discovery of this country, with which 
unhappy historians overload tbemsdves^ in their endeav^ 
ours to satisfy the dQubts of aii incredulous world. It is 
^ailifiil (b see these labcnridus wights panting and tcnling, 
aad sweating uiider an enontous burden, at the very oui> 
s^ of tbdr works^ whitdi on being <qt>e»ed^ turns out to be 
nothing but a mighty bundle of straw. As, however, by 
unwearied assiduity, they seem to have established the feet, 
to the satis&eti^i of all the worlds that this country has 
ieen •dkeweredf I shall avail myself of their useful labours 
to be extremely brief lipoh this point* 

I shall not therefore stop to inquire^ whether America 
vras first discovered by a Wanderii^ vessel 6f that cele- 
brated Fhcenician fleets which, accordmg to Herodotus, 
circulnnavigated Afijcai or by that Carthaginian expedi- 
tion,* which Pliny^ the naturalist^ infotms us, discovered 
the Canary Islands ; or whether it was settled by a tempo- 
rary colony fi*om Tyre, as hinted by Aristotle and Seneca. 
I shall neither inquire wh^er it was first discovered by 
the Chinese, as Vossius with great shrewdness advance, 
Hor by the Norwegians in 1002, und^ Biom ; nor by 
Behem, the German naidgator, as Mr. Otto has endeav- 
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oared to prcyve to die s^airaiis of the learned dty ofFfaila^ 
ddphuu 

Ncnr shall I investigate the more modem daiutt of the 
Weldi, founded on the TOjrage of Prince Madoc in the 
eleventh o^ttory, who having never returned, k has since 
been wisely concluded ^tmt he must have gcme to America, 
and that for a {dain reason^-^-if he did not go there, where 
dse could he harve gone?— ^ question wfaidi, most Socra* 
ticallj, ^uts out all further dispute. 

Laying aside, therefore, all the conjectures above-men- 
tioned, with a multitude of others, equally satis&ctory, I 
shall take for granted the vulgar opinion, that America 
was discovered on the 12th of October, 1492, by Christo- 
vallo Ccdon, a Grenoese, who has been clumsily ni<^-named 
Columbus, but for what reason I cannot discern. Of the 
voyages and adventures of this Colon, I shall say nothing, 
sedng that they are already sufficiently known. Nor shall 
I undertake to prove that this country should have been 
called Cokmia, after his name, that being notoriously self- 
evident. 

Having thus happily got my readers on this side of the 
Atlantic, I picture ihem to myself all impatience to enter 
upon the enjoyment of the land of promise, and in foil ex- 
pectation that I will immediately deliver it into their pos- 
session. But if I do, may I ever forfdt the reputation of 
a regular bred historian. No-^no-^most curious and 
thrice learned readers, (for thrice learned ye are if ye have 
read all that has gone before, and nine times learned shall 
ye be, if ye read that comes after,) we have yet a world of 
work before iis. Think you the first discoverers of this 
fiiir quarter of the globe, had nothing to do, but go on 
shore and find a country ready laid out and cultivated 
like a garden, wherein they mi^t revel at their ease ? No 
such thing— -they had forests to. cut down, underwood to 
grub up, marshes to drain, and ravages to exterminate. 
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In like maimer, I have sundry doubts to clear away, 
questions to resolve, and paradoxes to explain, before i 
permit you to range at random ; but these difficulties once 
overcome, we shall be enabled to jog on ri^t merrily 
through the rest of our history. Thus my work shall, in 
a manner, echo the nature of the subject, in the same 
manner as the sound of poetry has been found by certidn 
shrewd oitics, to echo the sense— this being an improve- 
ment in history, which I claim the merit of having in-^ 
vented. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Shofving the great difficulty Philosophers have had in peopling 
, Americih'^and how the Aborigines came to be begotten by acci- 
dent, to the great reUef and satisfaction of the Author, 

The next inquiry at which we arrive in the regular 
course of <wr hktory, is to ascertain, if possible, how this 
country was originally peojded ; a point fruitfiil of incredi- 
ble embarrassments ; for unless we prove that the aborigi- 
nes did abscdutdiy come from somewhere, it will be im- 
mediately asserted in this age of scepticism, that they did 
not come at all; and if they did not come at all, then was 
this country never populated— a conclusion perfectly agree- 
able to the rule$ of logic, but wholly irrecondleable to 
every feeling of humanity, inasmuch as.it must syllogisti- 
cally prove &tal to the innumerable abo|g^ines of this po- 
pulous r^on. 

To avert so dire a sopiiism, and to rescue from logical 

.annihilation so many millions of fellow-creatures, how 

many wings of geese have been plundered ! what oceans 

of ink have been benevolently drained ! and how many 

capacious heads of learned historians have been addled and 
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fi>r erer to<mfounded l> I plmse i««th r^verenlM aw^ when 
I cDnAie&ipkte d^ {Xomieroas txiines/in different lai^nsge^ 
widi which ^^ have 6n(k«m>ured to solve this quesdon^ 
so important to the happiness of society, bnt «> mvoL*- 
ved in clouds of im^enetmbk obscurity. Historian a& 
ter historian has ei^aged in the endless <Arcl$ ofhypo^ 
thcdcal argum^t^ and aiier leading us a weary diaoe 
thix>ugh octavos, quaitos, and &dfos, has let us out at the 
^sod &( his work, just as wise as we were at the begintung. 
It was doubtless some philosophical wild-goose chase of 
the kind, that made the old poet Macrobius rail in such a 
passion at curiosity, which heanathematizes most heartily, 
as '^ an irksome, agonizing care, a superstitious industry 
about unprofitable things, an itching humour to see what 
is not to be seen, and to be doing what signifies nothing 
when it is done." But to proceed : 

Of the, claims of the children of Noah, to die original 
populatifm of this country, I shall say nothing, as they have 
already been touched upon in my last chapter. The claSm- 
ai^ next in celebri^, are the d^c^idants <tf Abraham. 
Thus Christoval Colon (vulgarly called Columbus) wh(^ 
he first discovered the gold mines of Hii^)anioIa immedi- 
ately concluded, with a shrewdness that Mnould have done 
hom)ur to a philosopher^ that he had found the ancient 
C^hir, firom wheiu^e Solomon procured the gold for em- 
bdilishing the temple at Jerusalem : nay, Colon ev^i ima- 
gined that he saw the nenudns of ftiniaces g£ veritable He- 
bnuc construction) anployed in refining the precious c^re. 

So golden a conjecture, tinctured with such fiuscinatii^ 
extravagance, was too tempting not to be immedialefy 
snapped at by the gudgeons of learning ; and accordingly, 
Aere were divers profound writers, ready to swear to its 
correctness, and to bring in their usual load of authorities, 
and wise surmises^ vrherewithal to prc^ it up. Vatablus 
and Roberttts Steph^s dedared nothi^ could be more 
dear : Arius Montanus, without the least hesitation, asserts 
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that Mexico was the true OpMr, and the Je^s the earfy 
settlers of the country; while Possevin, Becan, andsevevd 
other sagacious writers, lug in a sitffoeed prophecy of the 
fiMurth book of Esdras, which being inserted in the mighty 
hypothesis, like the key-stone of An arch, gives it in th^ 
opinion, perpetual durability. 

Scarce^ however, have they completed thdr goodly 
superstructure^ than in trudges a phalanx of opposite au- 
thors, with Hans de Laet the great Dutchmait at t^ir 
head; and at one blow, tumbles the whole fabric about 
their ears. Hans, in fiict, contradicts outright aU the 
Israehtish claims to the first settlements of this country, 
attributing all those equivocal symptoms, and traces of 
Christianity and Judaism, which have been said to be 
found in divers provinces of the New World, to the Deot/, 
who has always affected to counterfeit the worship of the 
true Deity. *• A remark," says the knowing old Padre 
d'Acosta, << made by all good authors who have spok^ 
qS the religion of nations newly discovered, and founded 
besides on the authority of the^Aer^ of the ehurchJ^* 

Some writers again, among whom it is with ^eat regret 
I am compelled to mention Lopez de Gomara, and Jurai 
de Leri, in^nuate that &e Canaanites, being driven Irom 
the land of promise by the Jews, were seized with such a 
panic that they fled without looking behind them, until 
stopping to take breath, they found diemsdves safe in 
America. As they broi^ht neither their national lan- 
guage, manners, nor features, with them, it is supposed 
they left them bdiind in the hurry of their flight. I can- 
not ^ve^my fiikh to this opinion. 

I pass over the supposition of the learned Grotius, who 
being bolh an ambassador and a Dutchman to boot, is 
entitled to great respect; that North America was pec^kd 
by a stroHing company of Norwegians, and that Peru was 
^^unded by a colony from Chma— Manco, or Mungo Ca- 
pac, the &rst Incas, being himself a Chinese. Nor shall I 
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more than barely mention, that father Kircher ascribes 
the settlement of America to the Egyptians, Budbeck to 
the Scandinavians, Charron to the Gauls, Jufiredus Petri 
to a skaiting party from Friesland, Milius to the Celtas,^ 
Marinocus the Sicilian to the Romans, Le Comte to the 
Phoenicians, Postel to the Moors, Martin d'Angleria to 
the Abyssinians, together with the sage surmise of De 
Laet, that England, Ireland, and the Orcades may con- 
tend for that honour. 

Nor will I bestow any more attention or credit to the 
idea that America is the fiiiry region of Zipangri, described 
by that dreaming traveller Marco Polo the Venetian ; or 
that it comprises the visionary island of Atlantis, described 
by Plato. Neither will I stop to investigate the heathen* 
ish assertion of Paracelsus, that each hemisphere of the 
globe was originally fomished with an Adam and Eve : or 
the more flattering opinion of Dr. Romayne, supported 
by many nameless authorities, that Adam was of the In- 
dian race : or the startling conjecture of BujBTon^ Helvetius, 
and Darwin, so highly honourable to mankind, that the 
whole human species is accidentally descended from a re- 
markable family of monkeys ! 

This last conjecture, I must own, came upon me very 
suddenly and very ungraciously. I have often beheld the 
clown in a pantomime, while gazing in stupid wonder at 
the extravagant gamboLs of a harlequin, all at once elec- 
trified by a sudden stroke of the wooden sword across his 
shoulders. Little did I think at such times, that it would 
ever fall to my lot to be treated with equal discourtesy, 
and that while I was quietly beholding these grave finkh' 
sophers emulating the eccentric transformations of the hero 
of pantomime, they would on a sudden turn upon me and 
my readers, and with one hypothetical flourish metamor- 
phose us into beasts ! I determined from that moment 
not to bum my fingers with any more of their theori€|^ 
but content myself with detailing the different methods by 
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whitii'l^y ^J^Mportod iiii^ descendants iofxh^^e aoqieiitr 
tod ra^>^toble mdnkeys^ tcr i this great field of thcKxreticfll 

This waa; d<me eithei:^ t^ migratbito by laild oi: tnui6^ 
nligtatioiifi. by waters . Thus. Padire Joseph d'Acosta eau- 
meratefil three passageik by landy first by thei<iiorth of £ii^ 
rope^ secobdlj^ by the noltth of Asia, and tkii^il;^ by ]1egiocu» 
southward of tibe straits of Magellan. The kaiTtied Grotiua 
nianchto bis Norwegiaits by a pleasanl: route lacarosa frototi 
nverkand arms of ;thh.sea^ tilrough- itebnd^ Gneenlaiidy 
fistotiland, alnd Naremb^Bga« AndVaHouilBri^b^s, ^mk&ag 
ivboh) are Angletia^ De HiHhm, aiJidBuffiEisb^ anxious for 
the aocoiamodatien c^dicisd tiUTeUers^ bate.&si^ned the 
tMTo. contiBeiitis together by a strong ohauhi of dedu«lfoiis«4^ 
by ivhi^di means they could pass over dryshod^l iBut shqtdd 
even this fail, Pinkerton, that industrious' old gtoili^ttiiUM 
who 0(»iipiles. books, jind. maao&ctures. Geogi^aphies^^has 
constructed aiiatural bridge of ice, from ooi\l&iieht to «<mjh 
'tinent, at the . distance, df four pr five mileficfirom Bdhriiig'$ 
straife-^for which he is entsded to the gifati^ thanhs(*^ 
all the wandcnng aborigines w1m> ever did> or ever yUl 
pass over it^' • 

It is an eMl mudi to be.lamented, tfa^ndtiie of th^ wor»- 
thy writers above quoted, could everconunpnce bis works 
withoilt imihediately declarbig hostUiti^ • f^inst ^y^ 
ivTiter who-had treated of the same sul^t^ : In thiis {flMI't 
tioular, authors mfty be c(»npared fco.a oeitain saga^ious^ 
bird, which in building its nest is sure to puU to pieqes the 
nests of all the birds in its neighbourhood. This unjbappy 
propensity teiuls grievously to impede the progp-esi^ q( 
sound knowledge. Theories are at best but brit^ prqr 
ductions, and when cmce committed to the stream, they 
should take.care thtkt like the notable pots which werefajh 
low-voyagers, they do not crack each other.. 

f^r my part, when I beheld tiie sages I have quoted 
gravely acmunting for unaccountable things, and discourst* 

D 



Digitized by 



Google 



86 HISTORY OF 

ingthus wisely abbut mattefft for ever faiiiden fi>0in their 
eyes, like a bliiid man describing the glories of ligbt^ and 
the beauty and harmony of colours, I fell back in astoiw 
ishmait at tlie amazing extent of human ing^uity. - 

If, cried I to myself, these learned men can weave whole 
systems out of nothing, what would be thdr productions 
were they fiirni^ed with substantial materials^if they can 
aigue and dispute liius ingeniously about sublets beyond 
thar knowledge^ what would be the profuhdity of their 
observations, did: they but know ivhat they were talking 
dboutl l^buld old Rhadanumthus, when he comes to 
decide upon thdr conduct while' oh earth, have the least 
ideia of the usefiililess of their labours^ he will undoubtedly 
dass tli^n irith those notorious wise men of Cfrothamy who 
milked a bull, twisted a rope of sand, and wcwe a velvet 
purse from a soVs ear. 

My chief surprise is, that among the many writers I 
have noticed, no one has attempted to prove that this 
country was peopled from the moon-^-or diat the first in-* 
habitants floated hither on idands of ice, as white bears 
cruize about th<^ northern oceans-^Kir that th^ were 'con- 
veyed hither by balloons, as modem aeronauts pass from 
Dover to Calaas-^— or by witchciiaft, as Simon Magus posted 
among the stars-^-or after the manner of the renowned 
i^cytiiian ^Aiiaris, who like the New-England witches cm 
friil-i>Uooded bro(Hnsticks, made most luiheard-of journeys 
on the back of a golden arrow, given him by the Hypw*- 
bcnrean ApoUo. 

But there is ^tiH cfht mode left-by whidi this country 
ebuld have been peopled, which I have reserved for the 
last^ because I consider it worth ail the rest; it is—- fry ac^ 
etdent ! Speaking of the islands of Solomon, New-Guinea, 
and New-Hdland, the profound father Charlevoix ob- 
serves, " in fine, all these countries are peopled, and ^ u 
possibk, some have beai so by accident. Now if it could 
have happened in that mmner, why might it not have beep 



Digitized by 



Google 



NEW-YORK. 27 

afc ifaf^ samoitm^ and fay ihe fame tneant; wilh lAe olAer parts 
of the globe 7* This uigenious mode of deducing certain 
condbusions firom possible fxrenaises, is an iiBprovanent m 
syllogistic skill, and jM^oresthe good £Mher siiqperior et^i 
to Archimedesy for he can turn the wodd without any 
thing to rest his lever upon. It is only surpassed by the 
dexterity with which the sturdy old Jesuit, in anoAeJr 
place, cuts the gordian knol>*-<< Nothing," says he, " is 
more easy. The inhabitants of both hemispheres are cer- 
tainly the descendants of the same &ther. The common 
&ther of mankind received an express order from Heaven 
to people the world, and accordingly it han been peopled^ 
To bring this about, it was necessary to overcome all diffi- 
culties in the way, and th^ have aUa been overcome r Pious 
Logician ! How does he put all the h^d of laborious 
theorists to the blush, by explaining in five words, what 
it has cost them volumes to prove they knew nothing 
aliouti 

They have long be^ picking at: the lock, and fi^etting 
at the latch, but the honest &thei* at once unlocks the door 
by buir$tiQg it. <^)en, and when he has it <Hice a-jar, he is 
at fiill liberty to pour in as many nations as he pleases^ 
This proves to a demonstratiiHi that a litde piety is better 
th^n a oaartr-load ci phposo|diy, and is a practical illustra- 
tipn of that scriptural promise — «< By faith ye shall move 
mountains." 

From all the authori^ here quoted^ and a variiety of 
others wUch I have consulted, but which are omitt^ 
throu^ fear of &tiguing the unkamed reader-^I can 
only draw &e flowing conclusions, which, luckily ho#- 
ever, are sdffideot for my purpose^^First, That tfais part 
of the world has actually been peopled (Q. E. D.) : to sup- 
port which, we have Uving proo& in the num^ous tribes 
of Indians that inhabit it Secondly, That it has been 
peopled in five hundred different ways, as proved by a 
cbud of authors, wbo fifom the positiveness of their asser- 
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tioiis seem to Unw been eye-witnesses to the^fiust^l^ird- 
ly^ Thsiiib^peopkoSibascoimtryhadavariit^ 
wMoh as it nay not be thooght much, to their credit by 
the coninu^ nm of readers, ^the kss we say mi the stdhgect 
tibe better* The question thentfere^ I trust, is for ever at 
rest. • 



CHAPTER V. 

in fifhich the Author "puts a viighty Queiiion to the rout, by the 
assistance of the Man in the Moon-^wMch not only delivers 
' thousands of People from great embarrassment, but Hkefinse 
wududes ihi9 iniroduotory hook. 

Th£ writer of ahistocy may, in some rei^ects, be Iik« 
ened unto an adventurous knight, who having undertakleii 
» perilous enteorpri^ by way of establish^g Ms &nie, feels 
boioid in honour and chivalry, to turn back ioit no diffi-* 
eidt^ ncMT harddiip, and nev«r to shihik or quail, ^^latever 
enemy he may encounter* Under this impression, I re- 
sKdwtely draw n^ pen and fiiU to with might and main$ s^ 
those doughty questions and subtle paradoxes, winch, ISce 
fieiy dragons and bloody giants, beset the entrance to my 
history, and would fain repulse me from the very threfilicM* 
And at this mcmient a gigantic question has staited- up, 
which I must needs take by die beard and utterly subdue, 
before I can advance anodier step in my histcnic undeiv 
takk]tg*-*4mt I trust this will be the last adversary I shall 
h^tve to conftesd widi, and ^at in^e next h&A I diall be 
enabled to concfoot my readers in tisanph mto the body 
of my work* 

The question whidi luur thus suddenly arisen, is. What- 
ri^bt had the first discoverers- of America to land and take 
poas^asKMi of a comatry, without first gaining the consent 
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of iti inhabitaitts^ or 3rMdii^ thcsn an adequnite compeit- 
sation for thdr territory ?«*^a qnestkm which has withstood 
many fier<;e as&auItS) and has giyen miich disU^ss of mind 
to mukitiides of kind-hearted felks. And indeed, until it 
be totally vanqitished, and put to-restj the worthy people 
of America can by no m^ans enjoy the soil they inhabit^ 
with clear r^fat and tide, and quiet, unsullied consciences. 

The &rst source of right, by which proflierty is acquired 
in a country, is mscov£RT« For as all mankind have ah 
equal right to any thing, which has never before beeh ap- 
propriated ; so uiy nation, that discovers an uninhabited 
country, and takes possession thereof, is considered as en- 
joying fiill property, and absolute, unquestionable ^n{Mre 
therein.^ 

This proposition being adnnttad, it &Q0WS clearly, that 
the Europeans who first visited America, were the real 
discoverers of the same ; nothing being necessary to the 
establishment oi"^ this fact, but simply to prove that it wsis 
totdly uninhabited by man. This would at first ^ypear 
to be a point o£ some difficult, for it is well known, that 
this quarter of the world abounded with certam animals^ 
that walked erect <m two feet ; had somethi^ of the hor* 
jnan comitenance ; utt^ed obtain unintelligible sounds, 
very mudi like language; in short, had a marvellous re- 
sendbknce to human bea^s^ But the zealous and en« 
lightened fadiers, who acoonq)aiiied the discever^s, for 
the purpose of promotii^ the kingdom of heaven, by es-* 
taUishing &t monasteries aiid bishoprkision earth, soon 
deared up this point, greatly to the satis&ctaon of ibis hf>^ 
Imess the pospei and of all Christian voyagers and dis-^ 
<^overera» 

They pUiniy proved, and as there wersno Indian writ^^ 
ers arose on the other side, the &ct was considered as fiiEy 
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admitted and eslaWshed, that the two leg^jed fade of ani-^ 
mals before mentioned, were mere caimibak^ detestaUe 
monsters, and many of them giants ; which last desoription 
of Vagrants have, since the times of Gog, Magog, and 
G^diath, been ccmsidered as outlaws, and hme received no 
quarter in either history, chivahy, or soi^ , Indeed^ even 
the philosophic Bacon, declared the Americans to be peo^ 
pie proscribed by the laws of nature, inasmuch as they 
had a barbarous custmn of sacrificing men, and feedii^ 
upon man's flesh. 

Nor are these all the proofs of their utter barbarism ; 
among many other writes of discernment, UUoa tdls us, 
^< their imbecility is so visible, that one can hardly form 
an idea of them different from what one has of the brutes. 
Nothing distiurbs the tranquillity of their souls, equally 
insensible to disasters and to prosperity. Though half 
naked, they are as contented as a monarch, in his most 
splendid array. Fear makes no impression on them, and 
respect as little." — All this is furthermore supported by 
the authority of M. Bouguer. « It is not easy," says he, 
<f to deacribe the degree of tfc^ir indifference for wealth 
and all its advantages. One does not well know what 
motives to propose to them when one would parsuade 
them to any service. It is vain to offer them money, they 
answer that they are not hungry." And Vanegas con- 
firms the whdb, assuring us that ^^ ambition they have 
none, and are more desirous of being thou^it strong than 
valiant* The objects, of ambition vdth us, honour, fione, 
reputation, rich^, po^ and distincticxis, are unknown 
among them. So that this powerfiil spring of action, the 
cause of so much seeming good and real evil in the world, 
has no power over th^n. In a word, these unhappy mor- 
tals may be compared to children, in whom the develope* 
ment of reason is not completed." 

Now all these peculiarities, although in the unenlight- 
ened states of Greece, they would have ^ititled their pos-* 
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sessors to immortal honoar, as having reduced to practice 
those rigid and abstemious maxims^ the mere talking about 
which, aicquired certain old Gireeks the reputation of sage$ 
and philosophers ;— yet were they clearly proved in the 
present instance, to betoken a most abject and brutified 
Hftture, totally beneath the human character. But the be- 
nevolent falhers, who' had undertaken to turn these un- 
happy savages into dumb beasts, by dint of argument, ad- 
vanced still stronger proofs ; for as certain divines of the 
sixteenth century, and among the rest Lullus, affirm, the 
Ainericans go naked, and have no beards ! — *« They have 
nodiing," says Lullus, << of the reasonable animal, excqpt 
the mai^;''— -And even that mask was allowed to avail 
ihexBL but little, for it was soon found that they were of a 
hideous c^per complexion — and being of a copper com- 
plexion, it was all the same as if they were negroes — and 
negroes are black, << and black," said the pious fiithers, 
devoutly crossii^ themselves, " is the colour of the devil !" 
Ili^refor^, sc^ fiur from being able to own pi*operty, they 
had no right even to personal freedom, for liberty is too 
tadiant a deit^, to inhaHt such gloomy temjdes. All which 
c^rcum^^tances' plainly convinced the righteous followers of 
OcH^tes and Pisanro, that these miscreants had no title to 
the soil Ihat they infested— diat they were a perverse, illi- 
terate, dumb, beardless, bktck^seed — mere wild beasts of 
the forests, and like them should either be subdued or ex- 
terminated. 

From the foregoing arguments, therefore, and a vari* 
ety^otherJs equally conclusive, which I forbear to enu- 
merate, it wa6 clearfy evident that this fair quarter of tke 
^be, when first visited by Europeans, was a howling 
vrildemess, inhlKbited by nothing but wild beasts; arid 
tliat th^ tran^tlantic visitors acquired an incontrovertibie 
J property therein, by the right of discovery. 

This right being fiilly estaUished, we now come to the 
next, which is the right acquired by culHvationf, " The 
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etiteivation of the soil," we are told, ^^ is im obligatioB in^ 
posed by nature on mankind* The wbole world is a^r* 
pointed for the nourishment of its inhabitants: but *it 
would be incapable of doing it, was it uncultivated* Eveiy 
nation is then obliged by the law of nature, to cultiyale^ 
the ground that has Men to its share. Thi^. pecqpjkb 
like the ancient Germans and n^pdem Tartmr$» who^bayfr 
ing fertile coimtries, disdain to cultivate tbe^^ earthy mi 
choose to live by n^ine, are wanting .to themfiielves, and 
deserve to be exterminated as savage andppmmms bea^** * 

Now it is notorious, that the ravages knew notbHig. <f( 
agriculture,, when first discovert^ by the Eurppeans, b^A 
lived a most vagabond, disord^rly^ unrighteomt li^-^^n 
rambling from l^ace to plaof), and prodigally rijc^tiog upoti 
the spontaneous luxuries of nature, without tasking h^t 
generosity to yield them any thing more; wher<ea9 it b4^ 
been most unquestionably shown, that )uMiVen intend^ 
the eartii should be ploughed and so^vni, and manured^ 
and laid out into cities, and towns, a^d &nns, and oouif^ 
try s^ats, and pleasure grounds^ and public gardens, all 
which the Indians knew nothing about*— therefore they 
did not improve the talents providence had. b^towed on 
them^^therefere they were carelQ(»s stewaids— *th^E!^!fi»re 
they had no right to the soil-^th^refore tl^y deserved ti^ 
be extermiuatedi* 

It U true the savag&s might plead that they drew all 
the benefits firom the land which their simple wants ret 
quired— -they found plenty of game to hunt^ which, toge- 
ther with tiie roots and uncultivated firuits of the. earth, 
fiimished a sufficient variety for their frygi^l, repasts;*^ 
and that as heaven merely designed the earth to form the 
abode, and saftisfy the wants of man; so long as those pur^ 
pofses were ai^^wered, tiie will of heaven was accomplished^ 



'^ VatUlt h. i* P. 17« See UI^Aviie Grotkis, .f^iip^n^orf, &c 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC , 



1-^ 



liEW.YORK).* $8 

—iftUt* tJils oHiy pi*6v^ HtiW iltltiesen^ilg th^ ^(^re^ ctf iJife 
bte^Ain^'airbtind'th^mi^th^ iii^fere's^ mii<*h tteihotfe ^1 
v«^ ftit liot having ittdrfe wanted ^rf kiibwledge is in 
steftie <tegt^^to'ittttrea§6 of dfeires^ aWfi'it'iS^thii siiperfj^' 
ri^ hath' ill' tli^ ritEiiiber ^ )]di%nUude of his didsires, 
diat distinguishes th^iiiarif^^ TH^reftfriette 

ih^&Aas; in ildt' hkvldg mdre wants, we^ie v^Yjr uniheaton^ 
able* animab; audit' was but just tiial; ^y shtHild inik^ 
way' fat th^ Ettropeahs, who had althbudiiitd wliM$ tii 
Aidr one, and tbciiiefore v^ouid txdm tkel eatMi tb'mdir^ 
«6cbmti aAd by cdtiirat^ mo¥e thdf fidffl the will of 
htea(tlent. Besides-^Ototitiii and L&uterl^h, andTid!^- 
4M, and Titius, atid n^^ wise ntten b^iii^ wfa6 bAY^ 
considered 'the nktt^r pi'op^rly, have d^iemtihed, thbjC t^ 
proj^rty of a cdtotry cannot be acc^#hed by hiintih^ cut^ 
idnjg wobd, or' drawing water in it— ribdnng but piredsis 
deihiarcatlov^ of limits, a]fi4 the int^dbh of cultivationf, Icaii 
^tafafish th^^ pds^ssion. Now as the savages (pl^baMy 
froili never having read the aiii}ior$ above (|^bli^) had 
nev^ cbinj^ed with ai^ of these ne€es$fiiy* f6l^s[, it plainly 
follo^^ that th^y had tio right to the isoil, but that k wa$ 
/^mpletely at the disposal of the first comers, wlio'had 
nibire biowledge, moi^e wants, and more elegaht, that i$ 
to isay,' artificial desirel^, thto' thejbciselves. 

Ih entering vpan a' toewly discovered, uncultivated ccmh' 
tf^ythe^foWj life new ci^ilers werife bi^t taking possessicMi 
0f Whiit, accsbt'diii^ t6 theafciiSdi^ wU then* own 

l^rbp^irfj^— thfe^Bfore'iri'ot^osing them, the savages wer6 
inViidihg^ their jiist rights," iiifiringihg the imniutdi>Ie laivS 
jof hiturt, and couhtferactifa^ the will of hefaven— ttiiei*efbr^ 
the^Hi^lre'gtiilty of impiety, burglary, and tresp^s on tfie 
case^thetefi>re ih^ wieiii haWfehed oflehdei^ a^Mrist Gad 
bM mari-Mhelrdrore 1htJy oiight to be eitfermfhated. ' 

B^ a inore irreastjble ri^t thaW either that I haVe meni 
tionedi' and one which will b6 the most reddily admitte4 
by my readet, proHjiie^ he be Massed wiUit)6wels of cjia- 
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1% and pbibathropy^ is the right acquired by civilizali<»u 
All th^ world knows the lamentable state in which these 
poor savages w&e found. Not only deficient in the ccnn- 
forts of life^ but. what is still worse, most piteously and 
unfortunately blind to the miseries of their situation. But 
no sooner did the benevolent inhabitants of Europe behold 
thieir sad c<mditi(m tl^ui they innnediately wei^ to work 
to ameliorate a^^^ improve it, Tbey introc^u^ed among, 
them rum^igin^.hntndyy and .the other comf(Hl^ of lifi$ — 
and it is astonishing to read bow soon lh^ ppqr savages 
learnt to eijtima^ these bl^ssingsi—rth^y; likewise ma^le. 
kiKy^mito th^m. a thousand ren^^es, by whi^ the-o^o^ 
ipveteniite d|s0a^0s are alleviated and healed, janij that 
daey might com^0hend the benefits and. enjoy the com*- 
forts of these medicines, they previously Introduced am<»^ 
them the diseases which they were calculated to, cure. By 
these and a variety of other methods was the condition of 
these poor savages wonderfiilly in^proved^ they acqun^ 
a thousand wants of which they had before been ignorant, 
and as he has most sources of h{^piness,.wfao has most 
wants to be gratified, they were doubtlessly reiKlered a 
much happier irace of beings. 

But the most important branch of civilizati(Mai, and 
which has most strenuously been extolled, by the zealous 
and pious &thers of the ^onush Churchy is the introduc- 
tion of the Christian faiths Jt was truly a sight that might 
well in^ire horror, to behold these savages, stumbling 
among the dark mount^s of paganism, and, guilty of the 
most horrible ignorance of rjdigion. It is true, they nei- 
ther stole nor defrauded; they were sober, frugal, conti- 
nent, and fidthfiil to their word; but though they acted 
right habitually, it wjas idl in vain, unless they acted so 
from precept. The new pomers therefore used every me- 
thod, to induce them to embrace and practise the true re- 
ligion—except indeed that of setting them the example. 
But notwithstanding all these complicated labours for 
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their good, such was Ae unparalleled obstiiiacy df these 
stubborn wretches, thirt; tJiey ungtatefutty refused to ac- 
kno^edgetthe strangers as 'dieif bene&ctors, and persist' 
ted in diistoelieving the doctriiies tfiey endeavoured to in-' 
culcate ^ Aiost insolently alleging, that frc^ their conduct, 
the advocates <ff Chrisifianity did hot isecana to believe in it 
themselves. Was not tliis too much for human patience? 
—would not one suppose^ that the benign visitants from 
Europe^ jwovoked at thehr incredulity, and ^couri^ed 
by thdr, stiff-necked obstinacy, would for ever have abiam' 
dotied thw shores, and consigned them to their original 
ignorance and misery?— But no— so zealoUs were they to 
effect the temporal comfort and eternal salvation of these 
pagan infidels, that they even proceeded from the' milder 
means of persuasion to the more painftd and troublesome 
one of persecution— Let loose among thcon whole troops 
of fiery monks and fiirious blobdhoulids— purified tiiem 
by fire atid sword, by sitake and fagot; ift 'Consequence of 
which indefatigable measures, the cause ^f CSiristian love 
and charity was so rapidly advtoced,* that iii a very few 
years, not one-fifth of the number of unbelievers existed 
in South America, that were found there at the time of its 
diicovei^. 

What stronger right heed the European settlers advance 
to the country thah this? Hiave not whole nations of un- 
infonned s^^s been m^e acquainted with a thousand 
imperious wants and indispensable comforts, 6f which they 
were befeire wholly ignoraht — Have diey not been literally 
hunted and smoked out of the dens and lurfcmg places of 
ignorance and infidelity, and absolutely scourged into the 
right path ?ii-'Have not the temporal things, the viain bau- 
bles and filthy lucre of this world, which were too apt to 
engage theirwdrldly arid selfiish thou^ts, beeh beneVolehtly 
taken from them ; and have they not instead thereof, been 
taught to set their affections on things above ? — And final- 
ly, to use the words of a reverend Spanish father, in a let- 
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ter Aq jus ;sttpe;i»Qr ifi ^ain-r-" Ca^ mj <>m jimve ^ 
pi:^umptiQP W say* A»t ttoese ^v^ge P/pganp, fhaye j4€M* 
ed any iimg jmm <bw an y^t/ow^i^^^e TQC0mp0»$e jfto 
il^)b€»3L^ciU»^; in sittr^40i^ to ihem a l^ttjis pitiMt 
tnvc* AJf tWs diiity suWwaiy gj[9mtyjj|» eauJbaoge Sot ^ .gtef 

di right .^fiiKd)tished5 ;w^y pnf} pf w^cii ]^as BW^ne jti^n am-^ 
pie jlip establish a p^p^rty W.thfi fl«««^Jy cfeqaveijed ^w? 
of America Npw, a[Q it i^ b^i^^^^p^ked iqi per^ pwt3 pf 
^ detightfdi} qjoart^ of the glpbi^^ thiit jdn^ ri^t of di^ 
covery has bee^ so stjrenuK^lisly ^asi^ited^ the inflmeope of 
C]ijltjltatipi]k 9P jiidiis|t|*M>tisly pretended, and the i^ogre^^ of 
s^vation and dyijtoition sp zpa^cHMdy prostpputpd^ ttuitf 
-wjmt mih ^w attendant war?, p^-sQcution^) oppres^pn^ 
dis$9«es, $nii pthpr partial pvfls jthi^t oftcp bang pn tbe 
skiiis of gjT^ beij^fits, the sav^ aborigines haye^ sppnp 
hpw or ^ppthpr, Ibpen uttei^ annihilated) and t)^s ^ 9t 
lu^ce )?]C^lgs v^tPA ff>^rtk n^f^ w)uch is wprll^ pil tfoe 
others p|it tpgether; far the Original daimants to 0ie i|p4 
being all d^ and bnried) and np p^p reyyiaining tp ii;)ip|4t^ 
01* dispi^ thp soil, thp l^^^pia^d^, ^ the pexi iminediatci 
occupants, entered upon the possession as clearly s^ ^ 
bf^^gman succeeds po the dpthes of the malefectorirrmd 
as they havp Blacks^np, ^ an4 all the learned exppundferci 
of the law pn thaii* side, th^ may set all actions of ejec|>- 
ment at^ defiance— and this l^t right may be entifle^y f}^9 
. / mmHT BY iBXTERMiiTATiON, or in pther words, the ^lG^l! 

But lest ai^y scm{def( of omscience i|}Kndd reqc^f^n ofk 
t^ I^eai^ and to settle the questipn of right for pypr, Iq^ 
))0lii^es3 Pope Alp^cf^ider VI. is^i^ a mighty b#> 1^ 
ffhich he gmerously gnm^ the np^ly dispoyere4 quartii^ 
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df the rg^olp^ .to the .l^paniiurds mH Portuguese; whof thus 
hiii^p^ law and gpqpel <m their sid^ and being inflatned 
withgr^ti^pAritiialzeal^ showed the pagan savages neither 
&your no^ affeoticn> h^tjlMpsecuted the work of discovery, 
colom;^Qin, ^yUi^tios^, ^fuad ext^mination, with t^n times 
more iiMry than ^ver. 
^ TTius were ike f^urc^pea^ worthies who first discovered 
4n;i^ca clearjg^ entitled to the soil; and not only entitled 
tp the soil, but likewise to the eternal thanks of these in- 
fidd sayages, lor having a>nie so far, endured so many 
pe^ by sea md la;9d> wd taken such unwearied pains, 
for no x>thepr purpose but tQ improve their forlorn, undvi- 
lis^, and heathenish conditionr>-for having made them 
acqu^dnted widi the comforts of life-r-for having introduced 
an^ong the^i the light of religion; and^ finally, for having 
hurried them out ic^the world, to enjoy it» reward 1 

But as argument is never so well understood by us sel* 
fish mortals, as when it Cjcnnes home to ourselves, and as 
I ^n^ parlieul^ly anxious that this question should be put 
to rest for ever, I will suppose a parallel case, by wny of 
a|qpu$^^ the iCai?did attention of my rteader^- 

Let us j^ui^ppse then, thfM; the inhabitantfi of the moon, 
by Qstcmi^hing advwpeinmt in science, and by a profound 
insight intp that io^ble luuar philos<q>hy, the mere flicks 
e|ings pf which h^ve of }at^ year^ da^oded the feeble optics, 
and addled the shallow hwns of the good people of our 
gjobe^-^let us suppose, I say, thi^; the inhl^itants of the 
^oon, by the^f^ i)ieaps, h^ fuiived ^ such ^ command of 
their emrgie^t such a^ enviable nt^ of pfrf^tibUiljfi as to 
contprol the ^em^t^i and pavigpite the boundless regions 
of spac^t I^ us suppose a roviug ctew of these soaring 
philos<^er^» in th^ course of an aerial voyage of discovery 
among the stars, should fcbiuiQe tQ ^li^t upon this outlan*' 
dish planet 

And here ] b^ my render&f will not have the unchari^ 
taUeuesf^ tq ^QU}^ as is top fir^qucsptly the &ult of volatile 
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readers, when perusing the grave speculations of philoso^ 
phers. r am far from indulging in any sportive vein at 
present; rior is tiie supposition I have been making, so 
wild as many m^jr deem it. It has long been a very se- 
rious and amdous question with me, and many a time and 
oft, in the course of my overwhelming cares and contriv- 
ances for the welfare and protection of this my native 
planet, have I lain awake whole nights, debating in my 
ihind, whether it were most probable we should first dis- 
cover and civilize the moon, or the moon discover and 
civilize our globe. Neither would the prodigy of sailing 
in the air and cruising among the stars be a whit more as- 
tonishing and incomprehensible to us, than was the Eu- 
ropean mystery of navigating floating castles through the 
world of waters to the simple savages. We have already 
discovered the art of coasting along the aerial shores of 
our planet, by means of balloons, as the savages had, of 
vSnturing dong their sea coasts in canoes; and the dis- 
parity between the former, and the aerial vehicles of the 
philosophers from the moon, might not be greater than 
that between the bark canoes of the savages and the 
mighty ships of their discoverers. I might here pursue 
an endless chain of similar speculations ; but as they would 
be unimportant to my subject, I abandon them to my 
^reader, particularly if he be a philosopher, as matters 
well Worthy his attentive consideration. 

To return then to my supposition — ^let us suppose that 
the aerial visitants I have mentioned, possessed of vasdy 
superior knowledge to ourselves ; that is to say, possessed 
of superior knowledge in the art of extenninalti()rii-rtding 
on hippogriflFs— defended with impenetrable armour- 
armed with concentrated sunbeams, and provided with 
vast engines to hurl enormous moonstones : in short, 1^ 
us suppose them, if our vanity wijl permit the supposi- 
tion, as superior to us in knowledge, and c6iisequently in 
power, as the Europeans were to the Indians when they 
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first di$C50vered them. AH this k very possible, ,it is only 
oar self-sufficiency that makes us think otherwise ; and I 
warrant the poor savages, before th^ had any knowledge 
(^ the white men, armed in aU the terrors of glittering 
steel and tremendous gunpowder, were as perfectly con^ 
vinced that they themselves were the wisest, the most vir* 
tuous, powerful and perfect of creat^ beings, as are, at 
this present moment, the lordly inhabitants of old Engp* 
land, the volatile populace of France, or even the self-sa- 
tisfied citizens of this most enlightened republic. 

Let us suppose, moreover, that the aerial voyagers, 
finding this planet to be nothii^ but a howling wilderness, 
inhabited by us poor savages and wild beasts, shall take 
formal possession of it, in the name of his most gracious 
aixd philosc^shic excellency, the man in the moon. Find** 
ing, howeyer, that their numbers are incompetent to hcAd 
it, in jQqmplete subjection, on account of the ferodous bar^ 
barity of its inhabitants ; they shall take our worthy Pre- 
sident, the King of England, the Emperor of Hayti, the 
mighty Boo^parte, and the great King of Bantam, and 
returning to their native planet, shall carry them to court, 
as were tfie Indian cl4e& led about as spectacles in the 
courts of Europe. 

Then milking such obeisance as the etiquette of the 
court requires, they shall address the puissant man in the • 
moon, in, as near as I can conjecture, the following terms: 

« Mp$t ser^fB and mighty Potentate, whose dominions 
^tend as far as eye can reach, who ridett on the Great 
Bear, usetb the sun as jbl looking-glass, and maintaineth 
unrivaUed Control over tides, madmen and see-crabs.. 
We, thy liege subjects, have just returned firom a voy- 
age of difiicovery, in the course of whidi we have landed 
and taken possession of that obscure little dirty planet, 
which thou beholdest rolling at a distance. The five un- 
couth monsters, which we have brought into this august 
presence, \ver^ once very important chiefe among their 
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fellow*-sftvagefii) who am amcie of bdfigs totidly destitute 
of the common' attributes of Humanity; and' differing in 
every thing &om the iiduibitants of the moon, intoUtHsh 
as th^ carry their heads i^n thesr sdiotdd^rs, instead of 
under their aErm&^have tiro ey^ insteaid'of one-^-^eut^ 
terly destitute of tails, and of a variety of unse^xily ccmi^ 
plexions, particukiiyof a faorriBle whiteniess^- instead- Of 
pea-grem. 

« We have moreover found these miserable savages' 
sunk into astate of the utinosttignorasno^ atid deiprlivity', 
evay man shamelessly livii^i'vrith' his aim wife alid ^rear- 
ing, his own children,' instead of induing in tUal: o^6>- 
wtmity of wives enjoined bjr the law of nature, c^ eiqpound* 
ed by the pMlosophers: of the ' m6oii. In a word, ^ they 
have scarcdy a gleam of true philosoj^' attiofi^thettf^ bm 
are^.mfact, utter heretics, ignoramuses and beuAi^EkriaW; 
TaMng compassion, therefore^ on the sad condition of . 
these sublunary wretches, we hav^* endea'ronred, whSe 
we remained on> theiridanet, to introduce an^odg tb^ 
the li^t of reason-'-and the oomferts of th^ ii^^don. We 
have treated them to mouthfiils of moonshinie^ ahd drau^it^ 
of mtrous *o3^de, whlch^ they swallowed with inor^Me 
voracity, particularly the females ; and we hate likeWi^ 
endeavouved to instjl into them the pt^ecepVd of lunar phi» 
losophy* We have insisted up<m their rendimdng thid 
contemptible shlaok)es <^>rel^ion and ^comrndfi senses and 
adoring. the* profound, ^ • <Mnnip0tent and^ b& perfect energy, 
and the extatiq immutable, immoveable' peri^etibn. But 
such' was the unparalleled obstinacy of these wretched' saA 
vages, that they persisted in cleaving to thcdr Wives ahd 
adheringi to their religion, and absolutely set af nought 
the sublime dootrines of the moon — nay, among other alxH 
minable heresies, • they even went so fiu* as blasphembui^ 
ly to declalre, that this ineffable planet was made of no* 
thing more nor less than green chfeese !" 

At these words, the great man in th6 moDn (being a 
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imiy {irofoiuid philofiopberi) ||all MinU^jalt^mUe fmai 
stool, 'and posfiessiagi^equiilmahori^iiov^ idling tliatr;d6 
not belOniig to hiin, as. did ilrhilioine his.hol&eos the JBo^ 
sball fopA^Hfe issue afpfifiidaWe biiIl-rf«peciifyiB%^ « TUt 
whi!(^re9^9,fie^rt&m^^ discoffered 

aod tfiken ^Os^e^^ion' of 4 nqwJy c&cov^t^d fi^^^ Mlkd 
lAe, W^'/.j»id that whweiMSf kisinhaWtod^byinonebUjiA 
rajt^.QfWO'S^^gg^ aDiiipab.tibs^ 0»rry th^'b^i>oiitith^ 
^K^ttJd^lts ii»3teid of imd^r tb«^ l^rnMrrhcp^lot tat)[ ilUfitto* 
natic language — ^baVe tirO e7f$&fal^tead^tQl|^^^-*ar^tibllH - 
tiWte of laf}^ todofftbwriW^^bUe^fis^ ,ipste^;o£fp^- 
gr^eo.; thj^^fore, and>fiw mm^t^ of f^^r ^ceJbaliwH 
sons, tikywp considered toc^pftbte^fpo^s^^?^ 
p^rty in:jftw* planat tbejr infcjst, a^id thja rigTi^-OTd tili^,tq 
itAre o^rmed to ito origb^ discov0r4ri5.-nTAndfii«iybeJh 
more, 1 the colxmi^ts ^hp.ar^now abpf^tt^ idepaft toidab 
a£>res^id phUiet, are autboirizedja^.iz^MttiiiUi^^, t4j)i^ 
every,means,to contert these hnfid^l savages from;tbte^dMfc4 
ness of Christianity, and m^ thiem thwoMgh^apdl^bwH 
lute lum^car'V :. ,.: .. ..' ■'',*.:•';$' r -■ "v;i'>S 

In coniseqn^ice of this benevcd^nt buQ, our philoso^ihic 
bene&ctonl go to work with h^adty zeal^ : . Tb^ .seuw 4ip^ 
pn outtfertQe torritor^, ^oonr^e us froni oiir;righitiul99^ 
sessions, relieve us fsxxa our wives ; and whe^ we arfiluori 
reascniable en^igh to coanplain, ^therf will turn jup<Hi'>li9 
and say, miseraUe barbarians I ungr^tefiil w?etch^S/Mr* 
have we not come thousands of miles to improve your 
worthless planet ? — have we not fed you with moon shine ? 
^have we not intoxicated you with nitrous oxyde ?— does 
not our moon give you light every night ? — and have you 
the baseness to murmur, when we claim a pitifiil return 
for all these benefits ? But finding that we not only per- 
sist in absolute contempt of their reasoning, and disbelief 
in their philosophy, but even go so far as daringly to de- 
fend our property, their patience shall be exhausted, and 
they shall resort to their superior powers of argument— 

F 
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luBijt 116 with hippogriffii, tr^ftKU&withtonoeiitrfttedsiui- 
faeanuf, dancdish our citie^rith moon-stonegi until hftT- 
ing by main folroe, omrerted us to the true fiiMi, they 
AdlA gradously parmit us to exist in the torrid deserts <if 
Arabia, or the froeen r^ons of Li^and, there to exg6y 
flii blessil^ of dvilkadoii and Ae charms of lunar ph&k>- . 
Sophy— in mu(^ the ^ame nkum^Hd the reformed a»d en^ 
tightened sarages of this cobntry^ are kiddfy sulSi^ed to 
i^iit>k ihe inhospitaUe fo^etfEs 6f the nordH dr Ae'impe- 
Mtrible wildeviitess^ 6f Soulb Anierica^ 

Thus, I h6fpe I hftve^leariy jnroVed, ' and strftmgly il* 
Ittstrftted^ the tight of the early cdonists to the posses^n 
of !tfai3 co<bttiyvand thus Ss this gigantic questbii com- 
pletely Vanqimtted : iso having manfuOy surmounted aU 
obfiliadesi, ^ subdued bU ofq()osition, wfaMt rdoaains but 
tl^t I should ibrOkwith conduct my readers into the ci^ 
whidi we We^ been 'so long in k manner beislegmg ? But . 
hAldL-befoi^ I proceed an^er^tep, I must pause to take 
Inre^ and turner from the excessive fktigue I have tui* 
dergone, in preparing to begin this most accurate of his- 
t6i#les. And in Afis I do but imitate the exam^de of ^re- 
tt0i«med Dutch tumbler of anli^ty, who took a sttot of 
dnree miles for the {Purpose of jumpmg over a hill; but 
having run Inhiself out of breath by the time he retscbeA 
die foot^ slitt himself ^edy down for a few mmieiits to 
blow, and then wsitked over it at his leisure. 
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CHAPTER L 

Jn t^ikh ure contain^ divetf reasons why a man should n&l 
wvUp m ahnxr^* Also of Master Jfenirick Hudsdn, his 
i^comryi qf a slr^^ge co^iiM?^^— owl k(n^ he fpt^ mag^jfiGcntfy 
regarded bif the m^niflce^e of their f^igh Ii(figlUi^sse!S4 

JVCy great grandfiither^ by liie mother's side, Hermahm 
Van Cl^tercqp, when enq>lo3red to build the lairge stcmd 
<)h)itob Bt RotterdaiQ, whidh stai^ds a^ut diree hundred 
yarAs to yoi^r i^ after you turn off firom the Booudceys; 
and wbuih is so coavemently constructed, tha|: all the 
^peaLotts Christians of Rottmlam prcdfer sleq»|ig through a 
9<mnon tbare, to any other dhorch.in ihe city. My great 
iprand&theri I say, viben emplcfyed to build that fiunous 
church, did in^tbe £rst place send to Delft i^r a box of 
long p]|ies; 'tbfsn bavis^ purchased a new spitting-box and 
a hnu^ednweight of the be^t Virginia, he sat himsdf dcnim 
and did nodmig for the space of three months, butsmc^e 
BM^t labmott^. Hiea did he spend lull three monlhs 
more on tru<%ii^ on foot, and voyaging in the trdcschint, 
from Rotterdam jte> Ami^terdam~to I>dft>-to Haeriefn — 
to lieyden— *to the Hague, knocking his head and bt^eak- 
iag bis pipe agamst "every church in his road. Then did 
be advaiK)e gimdually nearer and nearer to Rotterdam, 
until he came in iuS sig^t of the identical spot, whereon 
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the church was to be built. Then did he spend ihtee 
months longer in walking round it and round it ; contem- 
plating it, first fi*om one point of view, and then fi-om a- 
nother : — now would he fee paddled by it on the canal — ^ 
tlow would he peep at it through a telescope, fi*om the 
other side of the Meuse; and now would he take a* bird's 
eye glance at it, from the top of one of those gigantic- 
windmills, which protect the gates of the city. The 
good folks of the place were on the tiptoe of expectation 
and impatience-— notwithstanding all the turmoil of my 
great grand&ther, not a sjnnptom of the church was yet to 
be seen; they even began to fear it would never be brought 
into the world, but that its great projector would lie down 
and die in labour of the mighty plan he had conceived. 
At length, having occupied twelve good months in puf- 
fing and paddling, and talking and walking — having tra- 
velled over all Holland, and even taken a peep into France 
and Germany— having smoked five hundred and ninety- 
nine pipes^ and three hundred-weight of the best Virgi^- 
tiia tobacco— Hny great grand&ther gathered together all 
that knowing and industrious dass of citiz^is, who prefer 
att)ending to any body's business sooner than their own, 
and having pulled ofi^ his coat and five pair of breeches, 
he advanced sturdily up, and laid the comer-stone of the 
church, in the presence of the whole multitude— just at 
the commencement of the thirteenth month. 

In a similar manner, and with the example of my wor- 
thy ancestor full before my eyes, have I proceeded in 
wHting this most authentic history. The honest Rotter- 
dammers no doubt thought my great grandfiither was do- 
ing nothing at all to the purpose, while he was makmg 
such a wcH>ld of prefiitory bustle, about the buildii^ of 
his church; and many of the ingenious inhabitants of this 
fidr dty, will unquestionably suppose that all the prdi- 
minary chapters, with the discovery, population, and fir- 
nal settlement of America, were totally irrelevant and su- 
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perfluous ; and that the. main business, the history of 
New- York, is not a jot more advanced than if I had never 
taken up my pen. Nev«r were wise people more mistak- 
en in their conjectures. In consequence of going to work 
slowly and djsKberately, the church came out of my grand-* 
fitther's hands, one of the most sumptuous, goodly, alid 
glorious edifices in the known world — excq)ting that, 
Hke our magnificent capitol ait Washington, it was begun 
on so grand a scale, that the good folks could not afibrd 
to finish more than the wing of it. So likewise, I trust, 
if ever I am enabled to finish this work on the plan I have 
conmv^ced, (of which, in simple truth, I sometimes have 
my doubts,) it will be found, that I have pursued the lat- 
dsf rules of my art, as exemplified in the writings of all 
tfJe great American Historians, and wrought a very large 
nistory out of a small subject — ^which, now-a-days, is con- 
sidered one of the great triumphs of historic skill. — To 
proceed then with the thread of my story. 

Ih the ever memorable year of our Lord, 1609, on a 
Saturday morning, the five and twentieth day of Mai^h, 
old style, did that << Worthy and irrecoverable discoverer, 
(as he has justly been called,) Master Henry Hudscm," 
set sail firom Holland in a stout vessel called the Half 
Moon, being employed by the Dutch East India Compa- 
ny, to seek a North-west passage to China. 

Henry (or, as the Dutch historians call him, Hendrick) 
Hudson, Was a sea&ring man of renown, who had learned 
to smoke tobacco under Sir Waited Raleigh, and is said 
to hav6 been the first to introduce it into Holland, which 
gained him much pi^ularity in that' country, and caused 
him to find great favour in the eyes of their High Mighti- 
nesses, the lords states-general, and also of the honourar- 
ble West India Company. He was a shcwt, square, braw- 
ny old gentleman, with a double chin, a mastiff mouth, 
and a broad copper niose, which was supposed in those 
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^ys, to have acquir^ its fi«iy hue ffotifi the .^oiu^fii^t 
i|€jigbbQurl|OQ4 oi^ ^ ^b^^ceo p;pe. 
. ;He wore a tjrue Andrea Feir^as tucked in a leathfKfn 
bejt, wd a ^i^piot^e'i^ co^ed hat ane siid^ of his head. 
He was ^e^i^pj^al^e for alwt^ys jerking \xp his breech^ 
u^^ he gave .pi:i^ his ordersb and his voice sounded not 
i^ilike the b^atUing <pf J' ^ trumpett owing to d^e q^^nber 
pf h^<l north-i)ifes^l's whi^ he h^ swaflow^ in ^he pqu^ 
pf bi§ sea-fe|ing, 

Such was Jf^ndripk Hudson, of whom w^ hf^v^ heard 
$0 i^uchf andki^ow so little; s^d, I have been thi|s parti- 
cular in his desc|iptio% for the benefit of n^ode^ painters 
ax^ i^t^tuaries, that they may r^esei^t him as he was ^ 
9|i4 not, ac^sording to th^ir commpn custom, with modep^ 
heroes, make him Ippk like Cmsav, or JS^arQus Aurelius, 
or tbe Apollo of Belvidere. 

As cbipf mate and favourite companion, the commodore 
chose Mastel* Robert Juet, of Lim^house, ii^ £4)g^f|n4* 
By some his n^me has been spelled Cheyoiti and ascribed 
to the circu^fanc^ of his having been the %st 9^ tl^ 
^ver chewed tobacco ; but this I beKeve to be a mere flip- 
pancy ; more especially as certain of his progeif y are livu^ 
«t:fhis .day, whp write their names Juet He was an 0I4 
coiprade ^j^ early schoolrmate of the great Hudison^ ^^ifrilh 
whom he had pften played truant and saUed chip boats ip 
a i^eighbourpig ppi^d, when they were little bpyi^*-7&om 
wh^P!^ it is §aid fh^ commodore first derived t^is bia3 tp- 
W^ds a^sea-faring life. C^iain it i$, ik9^ the old {>^ple 
a^ottjb Ijipp^boiise declared I^obert Jmst tp be aQ t^slucl^ 
tir/chin, prone to im^sphief, that woujid pne <lay or othear 
cpme to the gallpws. 

He grew up as bpys of tht^; kind p|9;en grpw up, a TVBe^ 
bljing, heedless v^jrl^ tosi^ about in fiSL quarters of the 
world — meeting with more perils aa^ wonders thw dijd 
I^J9#ad the isaUor, wi^ppt^ growing a w^^opre ?9^ise, ig^p^ 
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dent or ill'4idlciii6d. IhAtv every misfoitufi^ te ccm/Sm-!' 
edhimselfwitb a (piid of tobacco, and t)^ tndjr pliilo^o^- 
phic maxim, that << it will be all the same thing a hmldJM 
years hence/' He was skilled in the art of catving andtors 
and tni^ loTers' knots on the bulkheads and quart^-M^ 
ings, and was considered a great wit on bdard s^, m coi^ 
sequoice of his playing pranks on every body around, imd 
now and thai even making a wry fiiee at old H^ndridi^, 
when his back was tamed. 

To this universid g^os are we indebted for many ^^ 
tkxdiu:^ concerning this voyage, of which lie wrete a his- 
toiy, at the Request c£ the commodore, who had an un-^ 
bonquerdble aversion to writing him^^, £rbbi having re^ 
eei^iM so mioiy flc^faigs about it wh^ at schod. To 
supply the defictences of Master Jtlet^3 jotr^al, wMch is 
written ^th true log-book brevity, I have avi»led myself 
of divers ^fitmily traditions, handed down from my great 
great grandfiither, who accompanied di^ acp^^tion in 
tfab capacity g£ cabm boy. 

fVom all that I can learn, fe# incidents wbrthy of re^- 
maik happened in the voyage^ and k^mortifiies me e:^ceed- 
mgiy^ thlit I have to adnck so noted an ex^efiticm into my 
woik, wiAiout making any more of it-^Oh'f thkt I had 
the advantage's of that most authentic writer of yore, Apol<^ 
lonids RhodHcis, who, in his account of the famous Argo- 
haatiG e^edition, has (h^ whble mytli6k)gy at hii9 dispo^ 
sal, and elevates Jason and his c(Mn{^eers Into heroes and 
demdgods ; althou^ all the W(Mrld knows them to haV6 
beefi'k mtire gan^ of sheep-stealers, on a maraiiding exp^ 
dkiotii or that 1 had the privileges of DWi HonlcJr and 
Daa>Virgil, to ei^ven my narrat^n wit* gitorts and "Ly- 
sti;%dfiians ; to entertam our honest ^mariners with an'oc- 
cKddntil^iidiicert of srjnrens and mermaids, and now and 
dfM Wilk'the rfcree-show of honest old Neptune and his 
fl^t'Of ^olidcsome cruisers. But, alas ! the good old 
tbnes hfltv^ long gone by, whafi your waggish deities would 
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desqead upoa this teirracpieous globe, in .tbekr own prop^ 
persons, md pi»y their {^«i;dLs upon its won^ring inhabi-» 
tants* • ' ^ ■. . '!: ■■,. • • . .' ■■'''.'.{ 

Suffice it then to say, tlm voyage was ;pro$perous and 
tranquil-^the^crew b^g a: patient pec^^, '.much gi^^n fc^ 
slumber (pd y«^uity,.and but little troubled mJii the dis^ 
eiftseof thinki9g4--& m^^lady,; of the mind,^ iWhioh is the 
i^re breede^r of disconteiit. . Hudson had laid in abunn 
dance of gin and sour crout, qod ei^ery maU) was allowed 
to sleep ^edy at his po^t uidess; the wndblew. True 
it is, some sli^t d^ssatisfaptioii was $hown, cm two^ or three 
occasions, at>(?ertain uor^aj^onabl^ conduct of Ctnmnodore 
Hudson. Thus, for instance, he forbore to slborten sail 
ij7{ien the. wind was light, and the weather serene, whidi 
was considered among the most experienced Dutdi seai- . 
men, as certain weather^neders^ or prognotstir^s^ that the 
weather would change for the worse.. He acted more^ 
pyer^ in direct ^ntradiction to that ancient and sage rule 
of the Dutch navigators, who always too^ in sail at night; 
put die helm a-port, and turned in ; by which precaution 
they had a good night's rest, were sure of knowing where 
they were the next morning, and stood but little chance 
of running down a ccmtinent in the dark. He likewise 
prc^bited the seamen from wearing more than five jadkets, 
and six pair of breeches, under pretence of reirfering them 
more alert; find no man was permitted to go al<^^ and 
hand in sails, with a pipe in his mouth, as is the invaria^ 
ble Dutch custom at the present day. — All the^e griev- 
ances, though they might ruffle for a moment the consti* 
tiitional tnmquillity of the honest Dutch tars, made but 
transient impression; they eat hugely, drank profiisely, 
and slept immeasurably; and being under the especial 
guidance of providence, the ship was safely conducted to 
the coast of America; where, after sundry unimportant 
touchings and stai^ings off and on, she at length, on the 
fourth day of September, entered that majestic bay, wfeidU 
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at thb day expands ks ample bosom before tlie city df 
New>-York^ and which had never before been visited bf 
any European. • 

It has* been traditkmafy in our fimily, that when the 
great navigator was fin^ blessed with a view c^ this en- 
chanting island, he was observed for the first and cmly 
time in his Hfe, to exhibit strong symptoms of astonislh- 
ment and adaiirati<Hi. He is said to have ttiriKd to Mas- 
ter Juety.and uttered these remarkable wqfrds^ while he 
pcnnted towards this paradise of the new worid— << Seel 
there V**^^eiad thereupon, as was always hk way when he 
was unooimnonly pleased^ he did puff out sudi ctouds of 

* True H is— and I atn not ignorant of the fiujt, tliat in a certain a^* 
pckarjpbai book «f Y0]nlge8, compiled bj one fiadayt* is tabe found 
a lettjsr written to Francis the First, by one Giovanne, or John Ye* 
razzani, on which some writers are inclined to found a belief, that this 
delightful bay had been viated nearly a century previous ^o the voy- 
age of the enterprising Hudson. Now this (albeit it has met with the 
Gountenance of oertain Teiy judicious and learned men) I hold in uttdr 
disbelief, and that for various good and substantial reasons— #'irf<, Bch 
cause on strict examination it will be found, that the description giv- 
en by this Yerazzani, applies about as well to the bay of New -York, 
as it does to my night-cap.«— <S4rotm<%, Because that this John Yeraz^ 
jnau» finr whom I already begin to feel a most bitter enmity, is a na» 
tive of Florence ; and every body knows the crafty wile of these keel 
Florentines, by which they filched away the laurels fix)m the brows of 
the immortal Colon (vulgarly called Columbus), and bestowed them 
on their officious townsnum, Amerigo Yespucci— and I make no doubt 
they are equally ready to rob the illustrious Hudson of the credit of 
discovering this beauteous Jsland, adorned by the city of New* York, 
and placing it beside their iisurped discovery of South America. — And 
thirdly, I award my decision in favour of the pretensions of Hendrick 
Hudson, inasmuch as his expedition sailed ftom Holland, being truly 
and absdutely a Dutch enterprise ; and though all the prooft in the 
world were introduced on the odicr side, I would set them at nought, 
as undeserving my attention. If these three reasons be not sufficient 
to satisfy every burgher of this ancient city, all I can say is, they are 
degenerate descendants from their venerable Dutch ancestors, and to- 
tally unfworthy the trouble of convincing. Thus, therefore, the' title 
of Hen4nck Hudson to bis renowned discxHrery is fully vindicated* 

G 
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denset tobacco amokey tlmt in mie inkii^:er die vetsd wm 
ottt of sij^t oirlasdt. and Murtser Jiiet vms fiiiii to wak.mi^ 
til the winds dispersed this impenetrable fog; 

It was indeed-*4» my great great ginndfiilher used to 
s«f— 'tiboiigh in^ tmlh I never heard him, for he died, as 
mig^t be mpeetedi hetat^l was bom — « It 'was indeed 
a qpot. cm ]wUdi» tho-.eyednigbtliMre revelled fiu: ever,, in 
ever new and: nevep endiDg btoatiesi'' The isdand of 
Manna hate s^oeadc wide: before ih^m^ like aome sweet 
tision'f^&tifiy^ ov^ao^le^foir oreatm 
Its hilb of s»ai]iiig^gni^:s«iwBed geiidy one abafiB anodiei&y 
crowned/vrithvlofiy Itoes of Indnifiant gpowdi;i sDnieprart^ 
ing then* tapering foliage towards the clouds, which were 
gloriously transparent; and others loaded with a verdant 
bordien of clambering vine% bowing thdr brandies to the 
earth, that was covert with flowers. On the gentle de- 
clivities of the hills were scattered in gay profusicm, the 
dog-wood, the sumach and the wild brier, whose scariet 
berries and white blosscmis ^owed brightly among the 
de^ gre^i of the surrounding foliage; and here and there 
a curling column of smoke rising from the little glens that 
opened along the shore, seemed to promise the weary voy- 
agers a wek(»ne at the hands c£ their feUow-creatures. 
As they stood gazing with entranced attention on the scene 
before them, a red man crowned with feathers, issued from 
one of these glens, and after contemplating in silent won^ 
der the gallant shq), as -she sat like a stately swan swim^ 
ming im a i^ver lake, sounded the waivwhoop, and bound- 
ed into the woods like a wild deer, to the utter astonish- 
ment of the phl^matic Dutchmen, who had never heard 
such a noise, or witnessed such a caper in their whole lives. 

QT the transacticms of our adventurers with the savages, 
and how the latter smoked copper pipes and ate dried cur- 
rants ; how they brought great store of tobacco and oys- 
ters ; how they shot one of the ship's arew, and how he 
was buried, I shall say nothing; being that I consider 
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diepiip{«ipiMMt«&tiiy4^))tm^. 'After tMfy&ig a fetr 
dflips iiiMlhevbsy^ m order to r^^e^ themseWes dfter thesr 
se»*fiunii^, cpor wyagers weighed anchor, to es^lore a 
ndfgktj river irhkh exopded w^ the bay. Thk river, it 
isaaid, "Ms km)'vmamoiig'ihe savages by the iiam 
SSuOmitidt; th6y|[^ we are assnred in an excellent little 
haetary piibK^ed m 1€T4^ by Sisim Jossefyn, Gent, that 
it vms •called the Mekegonj * and' Master Ridnrd Koome, 
who wrote scHnetime tAerwanis, asserts the same-— so that 
I very waath ineyne in finroor of the opinion of these two 
hmieG^-geMlIeMen. Be this as it nmy, up this river <fid the 
adventttKNis Hendrick proceed, litde donbtmg bntit would 
turn out to be the mudi lodced-iS)r passage to China i 

The jouriHd goes on to make mention of (fivers inter- 
views between the crew and the natives in the voyage up 
ti>e river; bates they wodd be impertinent to my history, 
I shall pass over them in- silence, except the "following dry 
joke, played off by the (Ad commodore and his school-fel- 
kwr Robert Juet ; whidl does sfidi^ vast cre^ to their ex- 
petnental pMlosof^y, that I cannot refrain fit»n insert- 
ingit* << Our master and his mate determined to try some 
of the dtnefe men of the countrey, whether th^ had any 
treadicrie in them* So they tooke dbem doime mto the 
cabbit «aid gave them so mudb wine and acqua vitas, that 
they were all merrie ; and one of them had his wife with 
l^ro, whidi sale so mbdesdy, as any of our countrey^wo- 
swn woidd do m a strai^ place. In the end, one of 
them was drunke, which had been aboarde of our ship all 
the time we had beene ther^ and that was strange to them, 
for they could not tell how to take it.*' -f* 

Having satisfied himself by diis ingenious experiment, 



* This river is likewise laid down in Ogilyy^B roap« as Manhaitan, 
Noordt, Montaigne, and Mauritius river. 
+ Juet's Joum. Furcfa. Pil. 
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that the Xkaixvesyf^te an honeat, social rdcc: of joOjf.rojrs^^ 
t^rsj who bad no olyecticai to a diinking bout, d«d were 
very merry in their cups, the old conuaodcore ,cfauckled 
hugely to hnusel^ and thniatiqg a doi^ble qmd df tobacco 
in his cheek, directed Master Juet to have it Carefiilly re«- 
corded, for the satis&ction of all the natural philosophers 
of the university of Leyden^-^hich done, he proceeded 
on ins voyage, with great sel£<x>m{dacency« After sail- 
ing, however, above an hundred miles up the riv^ he 
found the watery, world aroupd.him be^an to grow more 
shallow and confined, the current more rapid, and p^eetr 
ly fresh— >phenamena not uncomniion in the ascent of ri- 
vers, but which puzzled the honest Dutchmen prodig^ous^ 
ly* A consultation was tfa^dbre called, and having de- 
liberated full six hours, they were brought to a determina- 
tion, by the ship's rumni^ agroimd ; whereupcm diey 
unanimously concluded, that there was but little chance of 
getting to China in that direction. A boat, however, was 
despatched to explore higher up the river, which oli its re- 
turn, cpnfirmed the opinion: upon this the ship was warp- 
ed off and put about with great difficulty, being like most<^ 
her sex, exceeding hard to govern ; and the adventiulous 
Hudson, according to the account of my great great 
grand&ther, returned down the river-^with a prodigious 
fleainhis earl 

Being satisfied that there was little likelihood of getting 
to China, unless like the blind man, he returned firom 
whence he sat out, and todk afresh start, he forthwith re- 
a*ossed the sea to Holland, where he was reorived with 
great welcome by the hcmourable East-India Conipany, 
who were very much rejoiced to see him ccMue back safe 
— ^with their ship; and at a large and respectable meeting 
of the first merchants and burgomasters of Amsterdam, 
it was unanimously determined, that as a munificent re- 
ward for the eminent services he had performed, and the 
important discovery he had made, the great river Mohe- 
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pfn should be ealled after hig name !-^and it continues to 
be called Hudson river unto this very day. 



CHAPTER II. 

Cemtainmg tm account af a mighfy Ark which floated under the 
protectum qf St. Nicholas, from Holland to Gibbet Island^ 
the descent qfthe strange Animals therefromrr^ great victory, 
cmda description qfthe ancient vUlage of Communipanf. 

The delectaUe accounts given by the great Hudson 
and Master Juet, of the country they had discovered, ex^ . 
(dted not a little talk and speculation among the good peo- 
ple of Holland. Letters patent were granted by govern-* 
ment to an association of merchants, called the West-ln*< 
dia Company, for the exclusive trade on Hudson riyer^ 
on which they erected a trading house called Fort Aura^ 
nia, or Orange, from whence did spring the gneat city of 
Albany. But I forbear to dwell on the various commer^ 
dal and coloniziDg aaterprizes which took place ; anlong 
which was that of Mynheer Adrian Blodc, who discovered 
and gave a name to Block Island, since &mous for its 
cheese— and shall barely confine myself to that, which 
gave birth to this renowned city. 

. It was some three or four years after the return of the 
immortal Hendrick, diat a crew of honest, low Dutch co- 
lonists set sail firom the city of Amsterdam, for the shores 
of America. It is an irreparable loss to history, and a 
great proof of the darkness of the age, and the lamenta- 
ble neglect of the noble art of book-making, since so in- 
dustriously cultivated by knowing sea-captains, and learned 
supercargoes, that an expedition so interesting and im- 
portant in its results, should be passed over in utter si- 
lence. To my great great grand&ther am I again indebt* 
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he having once «tor^ endicijrkctd for tlus><e6i]ntr}v mth4i 
fill! determination, as he said, of ending his days h^re; 
and of begetting a race c^-Kuckerbockers, that should 
rise to be great men in the land. 

The ship in which dieaeilustrious adventurers set sail 
was called the Goede Vrouw^ or Good Woman, in compli- 
m&at to the wife of the presdd^it of the West-India Con*, 
pany, who was iallowed by every body (except her hus- 
band) to be a sweet tempered lady, when not in liquor. 
It was in truth a most gallant vessel, of the most approved 
Dutch construction, and made by the abl^t ship-carpen- 
ters of Amsterdam, who, it is well known, always model 
^tmr sMps after the fior forms of their country-women. 
Accordingly it had one hundred feet in the beam, one 
huncbted feet in the ke^l, and one hmidred feet from: the . 
bottcmi of ike stem post to ihe tafferel. Like (be beau- 
teous model, who was declared to be the greatest belle in 
Anfibsterdam, it was fell iii the bows, with a pair yjf encn*- 
ifitous cat4ieadsy a capper bottom, and withal, a most pro- 
digious poop ! 

" ^llie architect, who was sc^newhat of a religious man^ 
&r ham decmtitiflg the ship witiii pagan idols, such as Ju- 
piter, Neptune or Hercules, (which heathenisli ftbomina^ 
dons, I have no dcmbt, occasion the misfortunes and idiqp- 
wreck of many a noble vessel,)' he, I say, on the ccmtrary, 
did laudaUy erect for a head,' a goodly image of St Ni- 
cholas, equipped with a lo^ broad brimmed hit, a huge 
pair of flemish trunk hose, and a pipe that reached to th^ 
mi of the bowsprit Thus gallantly fomisAied, the staunch 
ship ftmted sideways, like a nmjestic goose, but of the har- 
hour of the great dty of Amsterdam, and all the bells, 
that were not otherwise engaged, rung a triple bob-major 
on the joyfal oeccasion. 

My great great grandbther remarks, that the voyage 
unooimncmly prosperous, for, being under the espe- 
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cialcxiv^fOf the eTer^reyered i^ Nichola$» the G^eJk Thncio 
seemed to be endovred with qualities uiUmown toccNnn 
mon. ¥^isels.v Thus she ma^ as ouK^ lee-^way as head* 
way, could get aliHig very nfearly as fiidt mt^ tb^ wind an 
head, as when it was a-poop— and wa^ partioilarly great 
in a €abn ; inconsequence of whiob lingular adkantages^ 
she made out to accomplish her voyage in a very few 
months, and came to anchor at the taiouth of the Hudson, 
a little to the east of Gibbet island. * 

Here liftmg up their eyes, they bdeld, cm what is- at 
{U^esent called the Jersey shore, a small Indian village^ 
pleasantly embowered in a grove ot spreading dms, and 
the natives all cdlected oil the beadh^ gazing in stupid ad- 
naration at the Goede Vrouw. A boat was munediately 
despatched to enter into a treaty with them, and approadv- 
11^ the dKHre, hailed them through a trumpet in the most 
Mendly terms ; but so horribly confounded were these 
poor savages at the tremendous and uncouth somid of the 
low Pi^tcdL lai^uage, that they one and all took to &eir 
heels, sqin^red over the Bergen hills, nor did'they stop, 
until they had buried th^mtelye^^ head and ears,, iniflie 
marshes on the odier side^ "^fhere they all miserably pe- 
rished to a mao^ and their bones being collected, and 
decently covered by the Tammany Society of that day, 
formed, that singular mound called UaUlc'^Makefhilh' which 
rises, out of the centre of the sdt marshes, a little to the 
east of the I^wark Causeway*^ 

Animated by this unlooked-for victory, our valiant he- 
x:oes sprang ashore in^ triumph, took possessicm. of the soS 
as cpnqnerors,.' in the name of their High Mightinesses the 
lords states-general, and marching fearlessly forward, oaiv 
ried tha vUlfig^ <^ Cdmmunipaw by storm, nc^withstand- 
ing that it/ was vigc»*oudy defeided by some half a score 



* So called, because one Joseph Andrews, a pirate luad murderer, was 
hanged in chains on that island, the 23d May, 1769. 
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c^ old squaws aiid poppooses. On looking abootthem 
they were so traii^kjrted with the eitceUendes of the place, 
ihst they had irery litde ddobt die blessed St Nichblas 
had guided them tMther, as the very spot whereon toset*- 
tie their colony* ITie dofhiess oC the soil was wonderfidi' 
ly adapted to the driving of piles; the swamps and marshes 
around them affinrded ample opport un ities for the dm* 
sthicting of dykes and dams^ the shallowness of the shore 
was peculiarly favouraWe to the bmlding of docks— in A 
word, this spot abounded with all the r^uisitels for the 
foundation of a great Dutch dty. On making a fidthful 
report therefore, to the crew of the Goede Vrouw, 1h^ 
one and all tletermined that this was the destined end cf 
their voyage. Accordingly they descended &om the 
Goede Vrouw, men, women, and children, in goodljr 
groups, as did the animals of yore from the ark, and 
formed themselves into a thrivmg settlement, which they 
called by the Indian name Cofnmunipaw. 

As all the world is doubtless pei^tly acquainted with 
Ccnnmuhipaw, it may seem somewhat superfluous to treat 
of it in the pres^it work ; but my readers wiU please to 
recollect, that notwithstanding it is my chief desire to sa- 
tisfy the present age, yet I write likewise for posteritjr^ 
and have to consult the understanding and curiosity of 
some half a score of centuries yet to come; by which ^&ie 
perhapsy wereit iiot for this invaluable history, the great 
Cbmmunipaw, like Babylon, Carthage, Nineveh, and 
other great cities, might be perfectly extinct— <smik and 
forgotten }n its own mud^ts inhabitants turned into ays'^ 
t6rs, • and even its situation, a fertile sulgect of learned 
controversy and hardheaded investigation among indefii* 
tigable historians. Let me then piously rescue from ob- 
livion, the humble reliques of a place, which was the egg 
from whence was hatched the mighty city of New- York ! 

* *' Men bj inaction clegenerate into ojrsters.*'*-jralfnef. 
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• CottUntmitMnriis itpreeentlmtasmattiiiUi^fdeiifiEai 
ly situated among rural scenofy, an that faeavleaiis part 
of the Jttrsey.Aore which was known in. ancient legetids 
by die name oiF'Pavonta,v;f.. and commands a grand prosn 
pieet o£ the superb bay of New- Ycnrk. It is within but 
half an hour's sail of the!latter ^ace provided you have.a 
fairiwkid^ and may be. distinctly seen from the cily. Ni^v 
it 10 a well ' known &ct»/ which I can testify fiaom my own 
exp^dnce^ .that .on^a deaj%. still summeri evening, yim . 
^ may heJEUTifirom the battery of New^York, thecftetr^ix^ifii 
peab of the broad-mouthed hmghtekr of the Dutch negroie^ 
at Coamunipaw, who, Uke most other negroes, ace&matts 
for their risiUe powers. This is peculiarly the case tm 
Sunday evcoiings; when, tt is remarked by an ing^oicms 
and dtupervant ]^iilo6<^ery who has made great discover- 
ies in the ne^hbourhood of this city, that they alwajTs 
lac^h loudest; whidi he attributes to the ciircumstaflbce 
of dieir having dmr l[i<dyday dothes oDb 

These negroes in fact, like t|ie ihonks in the dark age% 
engross all the knowledge of t^ plape, lEmd being infinite^ 
ly^more adventurous and laore knowing than their ma(»- 
ters, carry on all the foreign trade, making frequent voyh 
ages to town in eanoe^ loaded with oysters, buttentjilk, 
and cabbages. They aire great astrologers, predicting tibe 
^]£ferent changes of weather almost as accurately as an air 
manac; /they are moreover enjuisite perfcMPmers. on time 
strixi^^ fiddles :«--4n whistling, they idmost boast the &rr 
£uEned powers of Orpheus his lyre, for not a horse or w( 
OK in ilie place, -^hen at the ^u^ or before the wag- 
gon, will budge a foot until he hears the well hhown whis^ 
tie of his black driver and companion :— and frc»n tbei^ 
amazing skill at casting ixp accounts iqK>n their fingers, 
they are regarded with as much veneration as werjS the 

+ Payoni, in the ancient maps, is given to a traict of country extend - 
mt fitrni nbou^ Hoboken to Amboy. 

n 
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aagyloft^ ^^jMMlgMfa^ o£yoi%^whoi inititiM intoliie^ja- 

' A9 to tbe honeist . biir|gfreBt,t>£ ComreHnipajfi^, lice mi» 
iaai<|uui M9|iid (duloio^fteiaMb^' Aev^ I^^ bqriwdllidc 
fipes^ ttor trouble thekhettdsJabouftaay ai^uas (Hit oCthm 
jmnwiditte ncighbonyhooij^; aPf^hat ihey Ike iDcprofotonl 
a9d^env]|iUe>igiionince»^;att die tvouhka, aasdyit^ and 
imolwdov^oi dioi^ilistiactedjplaiiet 1 annereklti^ diat 
nnQiy among tbmcb vaofy belie^ie that Hollan(i»)o£whiob 
di^ haM^heafdiiso mucb£N>m^ti«diti0ii^is flkuatedjoim-^ 

rMMy agejt^4^gndai0fidifliWiHildrft4^ ia 

siffl iiadev the 'ikflMmcin of their Highr^Mightinesaea^i aad 
tfMittb9.ckgF o^jNemr-tXoik sdli goea by ih^nam^toi^JSUam 
AsmtetABO^ 1%^ iiieet>isrery Satefday.^atoofito^ 
tbe'Ooly tanreni'in;tbe pboa^ jwhidii.beaistaa sisigiv a 
aquEtfe headed likeiiesa of tba {udnoe of . Ocaoji^. iKbcapa 
they smoke a silent pipe b^ way\of pnmotiiigvsociaLitoiiN 
^iviality, and iirraiiably dkdnk a jxiug of eid^xbtoitiie. suc- 
eeaa of' AdmirtJ Vooi^TroibiH idio tfaey^iinagibe.'ia^still 
^waeping^ the. Bfitisfe chanBel^ with aibroomrlai hiafmaat 
bead. 

Oommunipowy In shorty ia.one of tbe< aunefiom filfla 
filagesinth€)idcii|ity.af4liis moat heaHti fill of ^ei^ which 
•aiesomai^jatroii^.holda^andfntBesses^ whither fdiefiri^ 
initiTe menBmx€s£iiQixirJ)istdt.hfDe£^^ 
aaid ii^ere diey Ji^xdierish^ withr/dewut-and^tlcfiipidcKiiB 
^trrelQessk. IW dress of the (»!%iQalJ5ettk»^ btimmUi 
dawn inviolate^ firom fiuher to ison^^die ideodcal broad 
brimmed hat, bioad shHrtedl coat^ andibfpadj bottomed 
bveecbes^ oontiRue«fi»iii>gtneratioiL to. geneiratiQik;' and 
^leviaal gigantic IpieeJxieklesof massy isikerv- aieftstmin 
wear, that made .snob, gallant ^pky imtbe^daysfof/the 
patriarchs of Commmiipaw. The language likewise ccm- 
tinues unadulterated by barbarous innovatipns ; and 30 
critically correct is the village s^^pplimsij^tQif iiQ his dialect, 
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i^imiikikefmiaadm$ Aoape^ia^greai MtkH^p^ui^ Fog 
\ the Biography of certain Heroes of Communipaw. 



kst'Chiqiter <fisohai]ged iim ftlifd ^dtity ^iofa the city;^ 
Neiii^^kNOired to-Commoiiqpaw as. beii^ Ihe mathi^ 
settlement ; and having given a fmthful picturetof it as it 
fltabds afcv^resedti. rj?eti^ miih a soothing jiwtiment of 
sdfr^pim^bMlipPy to -dw^ upon its /earjy, history. * Tbe 
cMHir of tb^^<79ciid6/VT>Qu.^ I^ing' soon se^^f^eji by fresb 
t«ci]^ftat4wQ^&9|]| ]rI^llaii(^;tipie^tt]Ameii{tt went JQUily 09 
inci^ioU^i^)tm<Q;«ilHde iia4. prosperity. 1^ nieigh][)ow 
ing I]9id4a|$s j^> sbcoib tip^ became accustpiqed tf> tl^ ^f^ 
toath^saiuM/pf ^ 0utc^ jUmguage, ai^dan intercom^^ 
:gmdta)]^ lipk . pJlmse b^tw^e^n th^n wid the new <;o|ner?^. 
.1^,,]^4iM»^^^ise imd^ glvw to lppg;^;alks, an4 the 
J)fsi^k i^im^i^li&f^c^^^K^^ partiifriaftf , th^for^ tbqjr 

iiSif^tmm^if^^t^flhfd^ . ^e,^bie&,ifou^ 

4teke}p<]g($f}^(^b(^)ab|c^t tJi^l>ig,lHjll, the wal^ash, and 
Jtkmfff^si^^^mti to w^chti^/Prt^i^jwouW^^ yery at- 
.tei^etysi^fijft^I^ thw pa>e?r W «witj^ mj^n^Aer*^ 
luAewit >4^etpC|or savage ^^fiei^. y/rqf^Msjj^ ddi^t^. 

They instructed the new setders in the bf^^ ^f d^ipg 
jflad> ppviki B g ,:tQbaQC0y iW^}^ tb^ J^ter^in^.^tu^, made 
tibem dluij^rwHb tni^ tji^l^^ t^i^nrl^^uied^jd^ 

7lJie^<rfinqto^ba|*g5ij^ , ./ . . ..f ,^ , : , . ;. 

r .At bri$ik,,t^^vfi>r fars .y^aajSpOT ^e. Dutf^h 

tradeF$(.^i%^ jspiTipido l^oqes^ in. Uieir; f^fsalings, and 
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fnirchased fojr Weighty estaUh^ing it as W-^kmiridbie tii^ 
ble of avoirdupoise, that the hand of A Thxt&lotukk ym^hkd 
one pound, and his foot two pounds. It is true, ihe sim- 
ple Indians were often puuled by the great disprop<Mr-' 
tion between bulk and weight, for let them place a bun- 
dle of fiirs never so lar^e,' ikiibni^ifecale, and a Dutdmian 
put bb hand or foot in the other, the bundle was sure to 
kick the beam-^nerer wsis a pitc&age of fiira loibwn to 
weigh more thtui two pounds, in thenuo'ket^'Cbiiinnmi*' 
paw! 

This is a singular &ct — ^but I have it direct from my 

great great grand&ther, who had risen to coiiiid^rable 

importance in t)ie colony, being jpvomoted to the office) 

, <tf weigh-master, on accorcmtof the uncommmi heaviness 

AifMsfoot 

The Dutch posi^^slons^ in thk part of the globe began 
liow to aissume a very thriving appearance, and were com* 
jjyi'^endeii undet the general titiie of Niettw NdheHai^s^ 
oh accoiint, as the sage Vander Doiick observes, of Ador 
great resemblance to the Dutch N^therktodb—^whidi iti^ 
"deed was truly remarkable; cfxcepting that tiie fortify 
were rugged ahd mount^bui^^ and the latffeSf^ -level and 
ftiarshy. About tfiis time the tranquillity of the Dti^Gh 
colonisrts was doomed to su^r a temporary intemipdoii. 
Iii 1614, Captain Sir Samuel Argal, sailing -under a WM- 
tnission from Dale, governor of Virginia, virited'Ae Diitxdi 
Ismlements on Hudson ii^r, and demanded' their' s«*i- 
mission to the EngHsh crown and Virginian dwiiii^n^*— 
To \\ns arrogant d Anand, as they were in no ccmditlbn to 
Resist it; thejr submitted fer flkf time^ like'^fec^feCl ttttd 
Reasonable meni * ' ' ' "*^* ' ''* \ '^ 

R does tibtfippear that the Valitot Ai^l faioJteSled tite 

'-ib^tflemeht of Comihunipiw ;' '<m the cdntito^^iJW t^ 

that when his vessel first hoine in ^1^ ^^tife '^Mtiky 

^burghers weiie' seized with stich a panid,"that ihey fifell to 

** smoking their^ pipes witS kst^taislAig vdi^mencej * inso- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MEW-YOSE. 61 

liittch tlftkt^4^ jqpncldy raised a cloudy which^ cconbimng 
iHfCb tlie^siirioiiiidmg woods and marshe^ cmnpletely en- 
veU^ped^ afndvjcosieealed tlieir b^ved ^yillage; and orer-^ 
hung ther^fiiir regions (^'P$vonia:-«so that the terrible 
Gupiaki^i^i^^ j^ded a&r totally unsus^Aciocts'that a stur*- 
dy>liCd4i Ikitdi settlemeht lay Etnt^Iy couched in the mud^ . 
uMferiEich^ ctfVall^t^ peB^ent Vf^ur; In cbmmemO' 
nttibn dp Ihiftfcnrtiiinate escape^ the tnMthy inhabitasdis 
hiire Matinued'to smoke almost without intdnmsisicm i0»- 
tothkvc^day; which k said to be the cause of the re- 
markidble "fog ihAV o^n hangs over C)ommtinipaw of a 
dealriKftemookiv > 

^Upon the-'d^^Hur^ (^ the 'enemy, our magnanimous 
aiicestoi^it6Gte ftdl six months to recover theii^ wind, hav^ 
ing be^n e&ceedingiy discomposed by the constemation 
and hurry of affinrs^ Th^ ^ih&i called a epimicil of safe^ 
ty to ^nokcf'bv^rthe ^tale of the ptoyytce* After mx 
m<mths m^f^df matuj^^d^libieirati<m^ during Which nearly 
five htuidl^ wiords Wespe ^Jttfc^,^ and^^ostt its mucK* to- 
bacco was liin^ed as wchqM ha^e serV^ ab^itain modi^m 
g^ral tftf^io^h a' whc^e WiiH^V canipa%i| <^ hard driiak- 
ing, it was d^^rmiued to fit Jout an antiaiiient of canoes,^ 
iuid dbpatch'^feem ona vcgrage of discovery, to search if 
pisradventiiircr some lAore^'Suaee and fttni^able position 
imi^inotibefeuiHl, where" the coloiiy would be liess sub^ 
jlk* to VcaaiSdiis visitatioftsJ ■ 

^ This-p^^Vbiis totdrpnze %ai$ entrusted to the superfn- 
t^d^ee UMytih^k^OloSeym KoKlaildt, Abr^aih 
MardeiMbiri^^dc, ^fci^dbiis Vdn^ Ztodt^ ^id Wmant Ten 
BrbedE^-^^dr'^indubitabfy- great men; but '<tf whose hi^ 
bry,;aitli<Htg^ I h^^m^ dSigent inquiry, I don leani 
hik lit^'p«eVi6iia t<J^^ thito leal^ing Holland. Nor need 
this oieck^idii^ miteh litirpif^ ioi< advei^urers, like pro^ 
phet^, th^^ttg^^the^ iha^^g^eat noise abroad^ have seldbiti 
lAudi^ icetebrit3Fltf th^^rtWi tJouhtricS'j hut this mtich is 
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ti:gr Aire inr^riabijr ^tan)tx>$eA ^ef/ih^UM^ 

soiL Andhege J[ ctonot hdp tfimarlg«gAwwTttii^iittiiMt 

ofldoutofuliPttginy >cou}d (tb«^ 'hdJvclli^vpmU^xiefjbiil 

feana II god, fttid vho i;^9yQr:yMited ^.foi^ejg^ac^witijjr, iMi, 

img .kijags end princes; »t ljtMo.ei Tbi^ Yf^Mjti»sp/^^imi 
thft teWh,, though it has ptjCfl^io^lly! be^i^fftay^offlbyf 
soiite pfietfdQ.roftwiiiis*.Ji)»^roiie^I ai^l otj^j^n iUjI^t^ifte^forTi 
reigner, in our land of goodnatured credyU^i-Ji^^lfiQ^tii 
i»»o^tely fdi^opupt^nw^ jtat this. .soqptM?^^,fflpiirtter!-of- 

giui:;,who i^ft^ tftftciijtent^UyMftP^.flpafl^jm^jJ^j §W^h§d: 

yi'^^bmtim^ ,w6uldjf^vQ;herji^araQ(if?r:irtp^4^jfl^fii5ft-. 

»4>n:to ^ SWa^^itf^hPV,^ Qfig44^*^i^^vQ?>»9^i i>a iAH'K 
-. MThw.beiflg d^ed ,th§,bei^t.^j^py|h4?)^^.^4ij^^ 
fcWfe,. I ,daouJd,h^yA beeft^^cpi^^y j^>I^AQS$.ja/qf to, tfee 
e5&ly:blp«rapby^frf,i»y heroes, ,Jiad oot aij^j^^ji^apk <)|'ili(g^ 
been thi*OT^ vqpipn: their. or%m fr^m tb^ ^Wie^ . . ,i 
:i Py thift sipjij4«i pij^^ IWfV^^.I ^)^n^iji^blfi4rit^.g^^ 
«(OT^ parti^Ml^rs j^n|:5Wiu^;ithe i^veutiwsers, i^./jgi^ticp. 

Yftft jCorttofe.fp^ir w^twp%rij«^Wjf^»e .of t^s^fp^ip^t^ 

philosophers, who tax pTo\id^^:s^sf^l^^^^^S9i¥^i 9^ 
lito .jpiog^eg] ^x^j :^ify^^,fix4i^fij^cfvo[^ in 

Sijy^hm^ ,jife;w^:us4|afly:fti;r^jQdb^{g^!IP^ 

ft h# wbdoh b^j^uir^ 'tbe^'ibi^^^r* ^s^lp^toitf ; , »d 

|50.fer did h0'^&^MAfi0f^apQ^i$Qn>^^ ^ 

lift^ian }of 4rj^^ >tb8t itfc ^M^i^:Pfm^Si^ii^j9^^^i^ 

^e^qbief^Ut frf.ft hdeiaW* biy^^cfe^. was, n^^,yQ#bed> 
-«JP^ptl^yt)b«ibon»tifi^:6bpw^4^b§9^ .»fet^iffMfb 
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wta^lie ttsii)all7» tx» liersei^, : smuomg biaudf at ilocnii^layy 
tridi a herd'Of piuhwopheirs of the san^ tec^ . on the side 
of thei gteaJb eantd of* Amst^doiii. like ^ur liobility of 
Burope^ he tookhist nam^ of Xorilandi (6r Ladc-landj froaal 
his lajidediestate^^vlikhiay.somewfaiereiii Tercarincognittu 
Of theineaDi of our worthies,. mig^ Lhavethad the- be*- 
nt^ of lorfdudo^cal as^istaocey ; ther want of idiidi I hove 
just kHnented) I should ha^e made hoiKitiirable mention^ 
as boai^xdg equally lilustrious'j^edigred wltlr tike proudest 
hero of aBtkpdtf^ Huk name ^i^«ui Vari-Zauiti which b^ 
ing fieel^ tramdaled, sigmfies/rom the dirt^ meaning,^ be* 
yond aitdDiibty thati like! Tidptolemu», 'Bielnis-rthe Gy- 
dops and the Utans, he sprung j&om dame Ten^ or' the 
earth ! This supposition is strongly corroborated by his 
size, for it is well knoum th^t sil the progeny of mother 
earth were of a gigantic stature; and Van Zandt, we are 
told, was a tall raw-boned man, above six feet high— with 
an astonishingly hard head. Nor is this origin of the illus- 
trious. Vtaps^^landt a whit more improbable or repugnant 
to b^ef,f;tha^ whaitis. related and univ^i^saily admitted of 
cert9in>jCif o^[g|reatestj. 0]r rather richest men;- who, we 
are ;tol4t mth^ the. utmost gi:avity^ jdid originally spring 
^om ^ du|ig^ ! : ; , ; :, ^ 

Of the .tjpxd ihero,,. but. a feint description has reached 
to this time,^whic^ mentions,;, that he was a, sturdy, obsti- 
nate, buriy,, . bustUng , little man ; and frpn^i being usually 
equii^e^d with an old p^ of buckskins, w^s femiliarly 
dubbed. Harden Brc^clf, or Tot^h Breeches^ . 

TqgtJBroed^cpiTipJeted this junto of adventurers, j It is 
a.fingi4ar,but.ludicrou? fact, wjii^h, were, t not scrupur 
lous in- recording, the whole truth, I should almost be 
teuj^ted^o .pass .over in^sileupe,, as incompatiblei with the 
gi^avity and dignity of history, tha,t this worthy gentleman 
should likewise iave been nicknamed:from the most whim- 
jsicaljpart of.his dress.. In fact the small clothes seems 
ta^t^ve bqeu ^. .Tery imgortairf, garu^uent in the rey^ of our 
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venerated ancestors, owin^ m .all probabiliQr to its really 
bdrag the largest article of raimait amoQg 4iiiQm«. .. Tbe 
name of Ten Broeck or Tin JSroeek ii^ indifferently teftash-i 
lated into Tei Breeches and Tin Breeches-^^^he high 
Dutch conunehtators incline to the ib^rmeropimon; e^fA 
ascribe it to his being the first. who introdoeed into, the 
settlement < the aixcient Dutch feshion (^;weaiii^(teii pm 
of breeches^ But the most elegaikt aiKl ingdraous wiit^n^ 
im the subjiect declare in &vour df Tin, oif rather . Tkm. 
Breeches; fi*om whence they in^^that he Ik^ was a pootf 
but m^rry rogue, whose gaUigadons were none of. tbe 
soundest, and who was the identical autlior of that truly 
philosophical stanza : "1 

<« Th«n wh^ should we qubrrel for xiches, . 

Or anj such gUtteiiiig tojrs ; 
A light heart and thin pair o/ibreeehe$, 

WUl go through the world, my brave boys !** ' 

Such was the gallant junto chosen to conduct this voy* 
age into unknown realms, and die whole was put under 
the superintending care and direction of Oloffe Van Kort* 
landt; who was held in great reverence ftoong the sag^ 
of Communipaw, for the variety and darkness of his 
knowledge. Having, as I before observed, passed a great 
part of his life in the open air, among the peripatetic j^- 
losophers of Amsterdam, he had become amazingly well 
acquainted with the aspect of the heavens, and cooM as 
accurately determine when a st»rm was brewing 'or' a 
squall rising, as a dutiful husband can foresee, fixnn' the 
brow of his spouse, when a tempest is gathering about his 
ears. He was moreover a great seer of ghosts and gob- 
lins, and a firm believer in omens; but what especially 
recommended him to public confidcfnce, was his marvel- 
lous talent at dreaming, for there never was any thing of 
consequence happened at Communipaw, but what he de- 
dared he had previously dreamt it J being one of thosie 
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k&llible prophets^ that always predict. a things after it 
lias come to> pass. 

This supernatural gift was as highly valued among the 
buigfa€irs ai Pavonia, as it was among the enlightened na* 
tioos of antiifuity. The wise Ulysses was more indebted 
to his jile^ii^ than his waking moments, Fot all his sub^ 
tie adiieirements, and seId<Ha undertook any great exploitf 
without first soundly sleeping upon it; and the same may 
truly be said of the good Van Kordandt, who was thence 
aptly denominated, Oloffe the Dreamer. 

TIhs cautious commander having chosen the crews that 
should accompany him in the pn^x>sed expedition, ex* 
horted them to repair to their homes, take a good ni^t's 
rest, settle all &mily affiurs^ and make their wills, before 
departing on this voyage into unknown realms. And in^ 
deed this last was a precaution always tak^n by our fi>re- 
&thers, even in after times, when they became more ad- 
venturous, and voyaged to Haverstraw or Kaatskill, or 
Groodt Esopus, or any other tar country that lay beyond 
the great waters of the Taj^paan Zee. , 



CHAPTER IV. 

How ike Heroes of Comrnumpaw voyaged to HdUQaU, and 
how ik^ were received iiere. 

Anb now the rosy blush of mom began to mantle in 
the eastf and soon the rising sun, emerging from amidst 
golden and purple clouds, shed his blithsome rays on the 
tin weathercocks of Communipaw. It was that delidocis 
season of the year, when nature, breaking irom the chil- 
ling thraldom of old winter, like a blooming damsel from 
the tyranny of a sordid old &ther, threw herself, blushing 
with ten thousand charms, into the ^rms of youthful springs 
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Ev^ry txdllitA cdpse and bloj^tdlng^ove, riesNa(0|ided^ wiidi 
the notes of hymeneal love. The very mseete, 'a& they 
^pped the deir that ^mmed the tender gracKS of Ibe mea- 
dows, jomed in the jcfytfm efn^alamkim — tifie virgin bud' 
timidly put forth its blushes, " tfie* voice of die tttrde was 
heard in the 'fend,*^ aaad the heart of man db^bh^ed jBVway 
in tenderness* Oh^ sweet Theocritus ! had I thfene oaEt- 
eil reed, wherewitb thou erst did charm tihe gwf Skilian 
pkSns— Or Oh! gentle Bion * thy pastoral pipie, wlierein 
the happy swains- of the Lesbian isle samtt(* del^htetj; 
— tiien ihight I attemp* to sing in soft BucoBc Or ifiegli- 
gent MyKttm, the rural beauties of the scene^-^but hatv^ 
ihglaotlAig, siiVe this jadied goose quill, wherewith to^wfe^ 
my flight, I must fain resign all poetic disportings of the 
fasrtcy, and pursue my narrative in himibte prose ; com^ 
forting myself with the hope, that though it may not steal 
so sweetly upon the imagination of my reader, yet may it 
commend itself, with virgin modesty, to his better judg- 
ment, clothed in the chaste and simple garb of trutJir. 

No sooner did the first rays of (Jheerftd Rioebus daart 
into the windows of Communipaw, than the little settle- 
ment was all in motion. F^rth issued from his castle the 
sage Van Kortlandt, and seizing a conch-shell, blew a far 
resounding blast, that soon summoned all his lusty follow- 
ers. Then did they trudge resolutely down to the water 
side, escorted by a multitude oS rel»tives and friends, who 
all went down, as the comnum phrase expresses it, " to 
see them off!" And this shows the antiquity of those long 
fionily processions^ often seen in our city ; composed of all 
ages, sisses and sexes, laden witii bundles and' bandboxes^ 
escorting some bevy of country cousins, about to depart 
for home in a market boat. 

The good Olofle bestowed his forces in a squadron rf 
three canoes, and hoisted his flag on board a little rouiid 
Dutch boat, shaped not unlike a tub, whith had formeriy 
been the jolly-boat of the Goede Vrouw. And now, all 
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hm^ ^»barji^9 ^ey .bid, farewell to.-the gfi^ipg tbxt»;ig 
^p^ thei be^i ^Oiqoptij^uedabouting ^r jtbe^ evea 
wh^i/Ontpf beama^ wkhiog tbein,ahappj,T9pige)ad:K|s-. 
ing them to take good care of themselves, not lo ^get 
drQwiied->--^th .an abui^aiice otlier of those sage laiid in- 
vali^alde catitiaBB) generally given by ;landa^le^ to ^nch aS; 
go 4owii >to the sea in ships, and adventmre .iqpon the de€|). 
i9tat^6. Ja ,ihe n^ean whiie the v^agers qheerily iu;ged 
their cou^^04($rosB the tccystal bosom of the b^,..aad sooa 
left behind ith^m th^ gceea. shores of ancient Pavonia. 

And first they touched at two small islands, which lie 
B^cLtly q9pd$ite CoTftffwipipaw, and which are said to have 
been brought ii^ i^stence about the time of theigreat ir- 
i»i|i^n;oftbe Hudson, when it brc&e thrpugh the High- 
lands and HMtde its -way to 'the ^oceau. ♦ For in this tr/e- 
mandousufirdar ef the water/?, we arje.told that manjy huge 
&ag0iiient!s.^ irook and land were jrent /from the mpuntains 
and: swept, de^wn by ^dnsfniiiaway nvax for .sis^ty. or, serven* 
tjr itule^ i wb^e.someof th^n can aground on the shoals 
just (^posile ClomsaLunipaw;? and formed the identical isl- 
ands in ^questicln, whfle others.drifted out to sea, and wer^ 
never heard of mote ! A sufficient proof •of the fe^ct is, 
diattiie rock which fwrnns the basis of tiiese island^, is ex- 
ttt^ rsimilar tOitib^ ol'the tiighlands, and .moreover one 
<0f tmr philDs^qphers, wh^ has dilig^itly coippared the a- 



* It k*k tA^Vttf' lotig shice tajMieheiiby eerlam of our j^losc^efVi 
ihat^isitosajfybaviQg been oiVen advian^d, And never oontracUdfid, it 
has grow« to be prettj^ nigh equal to a settled fact, that the Hudson 
was originally a lake, dammed up hy the mountains of the Highlands. 
In process of time, however, becoming veiymightj knd ob^tfejkefoui, 
and the mountains Waxing ptti^, dro^cul, sndwesk iiifthe biiok.'by 
reason df thair^jextreine old.a^e, it suddenly rose ufion them* and ^- 
ter a violent struggle, effected its escape. This is said to have come ^o 
pass in very remote time, probably before that rivers had lost the art of 
running up hilL The foregoing is a theory in which I do not pretend 
to be skilled, notwithstanding that I do fully give it my belief. 
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gyeement df theit respective smftces, has even gofte so tia^ 
fid id assuiie me, in confidence, that Gibbet Island traar 
original^ nothing more nor less than a in^urt on Anthony's 
nbse,* 

Leaviiig 'diese wonderful little isles, IJiey next coasted 
by Gdvemdr^s Island, since tertiUe from its frewning fitfw 
tress and grinning batteries. They would by no mefins, 
however, land upon this island, since they doubted^ much 
it might be the abode of demons and spirits, whidi in thoete 
days did greatly abound throughout this savage and pa*' 
gan country. 

Just at this time a shoal of jdly p<Mrpoises came rolling 
and tumbling by, turning up their sledk sides to the sun^ 
and spouting up the briny element in sparkMng showers. 
No sooner did the sage CHoffe mark tins than he was great- 
ly rgdced. << This,'' exclaimed he^ ^ if I mistake not, 
augurs wdl— the porpoise is a fiU^ well ccmditioned fish-^ 
a burgomaster among fishes-^his looks betok^a ease^ plen^ 
ty and prosperity — I greatly admire this round &t fish^ 
and doubt not, but this is a happy omen of the success of 
our imdertaking." So saying, he directed his s^iadron to 
steer in the tract of these aldennen fishes* 

Turning, therefore, directly to the left, th^ swqpt xxp 
the strait, vulgarly called the £ast River. And here 
the rapid tide which courses through this strait, seudng 
on the gallant tub in which Commodore Van Kortlandt 
had embarked, hurried it forward with a velocity unpa>- 
ralleled in a Dutch boot, navigated by Dutdmien; inso- 
much that the good commodore, who had all his life Icmg 
been accustomed only to the drowsy navigation of canals, 
was more than ever convinced that they were in the hands 
of sonie supernatural power, and that the jolly porpoises 
were towing them to some fair haven that was to fulfil all 
their wishes and epcpectations. 

* A promontory in the Highlands. 
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> t%iis bonie awi^ by the T€si0tk86 corr^it, tkeydoablad 
that boisterouB point of koid, sisatB called Cknrlesr's Hodc,* 
and leaviiig to the n^t'die ric^ windk^ co^ of &^ 
labout, where our mfimt navy Is now^a^days put out to 
nurse, they drifted into a magnific^it ^cpaase of water^ 
snirbonded by pleasant shOTes, whose Terdure was exceed** 
in^yre&eshingtotheeye. While the voyagers were lodc^ 
ing around them, on what they conceiTed to be a serene 
and sunny lake, th^ behold at a distance^ a crew of painted 
savages, busily emjdoyed in fishing, who seemed more like 
the genii (^ this romantic region-r>their slender canoe 
lightly balanced like a feather on the undulating sur&ce 
of the bay. 

At sight <^ these, the hearts <^ the heroes of Communis 
paw were not a little trouUed. Butas good fortune would 
have it, at the bow of the commodore's boat was stationed 
a very valiant man, named Hendrick Kip, (which beii^ 
int^rprded, meatis> chicken, A name given him in token erf* 
his courage)* No sooner did he behold these varlet hea- 
thens than he tremUed with excessive valour, and aldiougli 
a good half mile distant, he seized a musquetoon that lay 
at hand, and turning away his head, fired it most intre* 
pidlyinthe&ceof the blessedsun. The blundering wea^ 
pon recoiled and gave the vacant Kq) an ignominious kidc^ 
that laid him prostrate with iqplifted heels in the bottom 
of the boat. But such was the effect of tlds tremendous 
fire, that the wild men of the woods, struck with oonst^- 
nation, sieized hastily upon thdir paddles, and shot away 
into one of the deep inlets <^ the Long-Island shore. 

This signal .victory gave new spirits to the hardy voy- 
agers, and in honour of the acluevem^it they gave the 
name of the valiant K^ to the surrounding bay, and it has 
continued to be called Kjp^s Bay, firom that time to the 
present The heart of the good Van Kortlandt— -who, 
- - - ' . > 

* Properly ipelt hoedc (i. e) a point of land. 
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pe^pk'is — expanded lit the swOkptiaaxis praqpect <if 4ridi wil** 
Battled itotaatry vamkki iiiini aiid i&ttii^ iBlx>x4bJddlbiMifl 
oeverie, Jbe stsiiiglitTiBay began, to riot in.thepdscesamKof 
TBOt meaismt of ^t marsli;aiBi interki^liBide. jpdLtcbes of 
cabbages. 'Fit)m tiikdekctoUevifiioalie.wais aKiat o^ 
tftrakoied bjr the sooUjen turning of ^ tttfe^ idbicb 'wmild 
800B have hurried him >fr om it^s land <€>f promflKv iiad not 
the discreet fluu^igator^veBsigtild to !steelr&£4shaii^ where 
Ihey aocoidingly landed haffdbjr ibe cocky heights of BiA- 
kvue^^that happy retreat^ .where (oas jeUly Mermen ^t 
for the good of thedtyv And fatten the turtle dmt aresa^ 
crificed on civic solemnities. 

Hei«, seated on the jgrie^ sward^ l)y "die side ibfia, sftiall 
fiCreamliwt imn spariding am6iig the grass^ thejr ve&eshed 
Acnsdhres.after the toils of the^seas, byfeastii^iujitilyoil 
tlie ample stores whidiUwy hid <pivFvided for idiis perilous 
voyage. Thus hairing weH foitified their didiherasfche 
powers, they Ml into kn etonestciMBsiikatioli^.wiiatiwiaA 
fiurther to be donb. This iras the first cooncilidiniier lever 
eaten atBdJevueby CfariBikiaabur|^iers; flndhloa^, asjtr»- 
dhkna relates, did oilpnate the great fiumly feud betvp^een 
the Haardedbroedd^iand the Tenfairoecks, which afterwkrds 
Uad a singular infiaence on thebuildfng ofthe dityx The 
sturdy Hardenbanoeck, whose eyes had been wobdrously 
ddi^ted with the sak marches that spread tbedr ireekii^ 
boso^os akffig the ooa^ at the b6<itoni of lUp^ B&y, (xamf 
eefied by all means to return thidier, jond &imdtiie intend- 
ed city. Thjs was E^renuousiy ^opposed fcy dte uidsending 
Ten Broeck, and many testy arguments4ias8ed between 
them. The partkiulars of this iconttroitersy have not reached 
Its, which is ever to be ktmented; this muc^ iseevtasn, 
that the sage Oloffe put an end to ^e dispute, by idtttei^- 
miiring to ex^ore still farther in the route which the mys- 
terious porpoises had so clearly pointed out : whereupon 
the sturdy Tough Breeches abandoned the expedition, took 
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poBsesfiion efa i^do^yboniangf hilly and ina fii of gvcat wrafeh 
peofiliedj ain thai'tradb a£ joountrj,. ivfaicb ins aontiiiiied to 
beiinhaUled hf die Hflurdentiroecksjiinto this Tery.dajv * : 

• By this time the joI](7;VhaebiiB^]^es0^ 
sporting 4Xit thet side of a grecsi hilly began 1x»i^ll doivii 
)d)ededintyofliiehei6Fens; and now, the tide binrkigoiice 
mare/txanMdia their ifaronr, die resofaste Pavonian^ again 
comnntted diemselves to itB dLscretioaa, imd coasting along 
die western shores were Jbome towards, the straits of BIack>» 
wellVIsbaiicL - 

' Ami here die ; capricious wanderings of the exanosa^ ocf 
casioned not a litde marrel and perplexity to tbsseifluftt 
triousimariners. Now wouM diey be caught by the wani* 
toi^ eddies^ and, sweq)tng ropnd a jutting poix^ would 
wind deep into some romantic little cove, that indented 
the &w island of Manna-hatta, now were th^ hmrried nar^ 
rowiy tby the very bases of impendii^ rodcs^ manded with 
the flauntii}^^ape yine^ and crowned widi groves that 
threw a t»road shade on the waves beneath ; and anon they 
were borne away ii^o d^ niidrchannel, and waibed akn^ 
with a rapidity diat very nvuch dfsconqxned die* sage, Yaa 
Kordandt,; whoi, as he saw theland swifUy recedii^ dn eS- 
thee side, began exceedingly to d(mbt that tesra firma was 
^mg ' dien» the slip*^ 

Wherever the« voyagers, tamed their qres, a new crea* 
tion: seemed to bloom around. No signs of human tbdft 
speared to check the (^licioniB wOdness c^ naitoe, who 
here revdled in all her luxttriant variety. Those halls now 
brkded, like the fietfiil porcupine, wkh rows of poplars, 
{ima&y upstavt plants i nmkmB of wealth and fe^shkni ! ) 
were then adonned witk the vigorous natives of the ^il. 
The lordly oak, the generous diesnut, die gracefid elm-^ 
while here axid diere the tulip-tree rearoi his majestic heady 
the giant of the forest — ^where now are seen the gay retreats 
o€ hrarary-^-riUas haJf buried in twi%ht-bower^ whence 
the amorous flute oft breathes the sighings of s^am city 
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swain— 4faere the fish-hawk built his siditary ntBt^ on seme 
dry tree that overlooked his wateiy domain. The &md 
deer fisd undistiirbed along those shores now hallowed by 
the lorer^s moon-Jight walk^ and printed by the slender 
feot of beauty ; and a savage solitude extended over those 
hi^y r^ions, where now are reared the stately towers of 
the Joneses, the Schermerhomes and the Rhineland^rs. 

Thus gliding in silent wonder through these new and 
unknown series, the gallant squadron of Fiavonia swept 
by the foot of a promontory, that strutted forth boldly into 
the waves, and seemed to frown upon them as th^ brawled 
against its base. Tins is the Uuff wdl known to modem 
marines by the name of Ghracie's point, from the fidr cas^ 
tie, which, like an elephant, it carries upon its back. And 
here broke upon their view a wild and varied prospect, 
where land and water were beauteously intermingled, as 
though they had combined to heighten and set off each 
others charms. To their right lay the sedgy point of 
JKackwell's Island, drest in the fresh garniture of living 
green : beyond it stretched the pleasant coast of Sundsi^ 
wick, and the small harbour well known by the nione of 
Hallefs cove-^a place infamous, in latter days, by reason 
of its being the haunt of pirates who infi^ these seas, rob- 
Inng orchards and water-melon patches, and insulting g^- 
ttemen navigators, when voyaging in their pleasure boats. 
To the left a deep bay, or rather creek, gracefully receded 
between diores fringed with forests, and forming a kind of 
vista, through which were bdield the sylvan regions of 
HaerlcHn, Morrissania, and East Chester. Here the eye 
reposed with delight on a ridily wooded country, diversi- 
fied by tufted knolls, shadowy intervals, and waving lines 
of iipland, swdling above each other; while over the whole, 
the purple mists of spring diffiised a hue of soft voluptur 
ousness. 

Just before them the grand course of the stream making 
a sudden bend, wound among embowered promontories 
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Aid ik)^." A^4^GtfacUro£:geflll€iiiess and nM fertilitgr prec^ 
ttttldd^eund* Tbe'isim^hiid just dissoindedr^atid ti^ ddti 
haze of twilight, like a transparent veil, draWh'over die boM 
smn of Tipgin beoa^, he^tened the diarms,:^(vlBck it half 
obnoeided; ' ' 

Ah! witching^ se^es ^f foul delusion I -Ah! ha{dfe8S 
Voyagers, 'gaong with simple wonder on 'theisie jCireeaii 
i^fMres^I^SwQh, alasl are they^ p«cH* eai^ soob, iv%|b h^im 
to the seductions of a wicked world-^^-tndkdierbur'ar^*^ 
simle»l firtal its' caresses. He whojields ^ ks en&^ 
ments hrandies upon a whelming tidey and trusts his; fee- 
ble bark among the dimpling eddies of a whirlpool I And 
thus it fiured with the worthies of Pavcmia, who, Utde nds^ 
trusting the gitil^ul scene before them, drifted quietly on^ 
until they were aroused by an uncommon tossing and agi**- 
tation'c^' their vessels* For now the late dimpling current 
began^ to brawi around iitoai^ aiid the wbves to boil and 
foam with horrific ftiry; Awakened as -if from a dreain^ 
the astonished CHofie bawled akmd to pot about, but his 
words were lost anuid tl|d roaring of the waiters. And noW 
ensued a ^c^ie of (direftd cohstomation : at <me time diegr 
wer^ borne with' dn^adfhl velocity, ' amoiig ■ tumultuous 
breakers, a|; a^bthlsr hurvied doiwn bc^steious rspids. ' No^ 
they )vere nearly dashed upon the Hen and CM^eni^ *(inr 
fiunoasi ixk^ !-<^more vpradousi than^ So^Ua and he^ 
^elpis;)' and; ;anOn' they seemed sinking into yawning 
gnlphs, that threben^ 'to entomb them beneath tli^ watSjgA. 
All theelements xx)ml3in^ to- produce ai hideous confixsibnl 
Hie ^irat^rs raged-^^the'.winds Irowled'-'-^and as they wetk 
hurried aliong, several qfi^th&astonidli^ mariners behdNl 
the rocks imd tiiees'x^ihetnie^hbourit^^shores, drivm^ 
through the air ! * • • , I ' : - ... vj;It| 

At length the'm%hty Hoki^eK Cotnnio^Aore'Van Kwi^ 
badt was da^awn into tthe^tbiAeK 4df thllt^try0J^tid<>ds ynAA^ 

K 
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pool called tlie.Patf mhereiti^fmf'^lMfdAQi^m^ 

mtaesf vatiii^ $mm» aiiUm gooi owuMiyder and bli 

fcefr wlare 0¥€arpO»ra]3ad by the h$ri^ 

8teiiigeiic»8 of ibe^revoluti<m. < v .' 

i: ltowtb^gaUfi«l$quiidloaof FliyOQiaw 

the jaws of this inodem Charybdis, has never b««|» Pn9^ 

made knowii; ifor so maiijr 3tii:vive4 |o t^ th0 ;^^ and, 

wl;^ is still inoce wondered, told it io somsix^y.^iffjsspf^t 

iijicins on th^.aiAyQCt. ; . . 

Aa to diQ coiii9^<^ aad his €amr^ wlien limf ^afii^jto 
tbdir 8ienae» th^ ihyskd thei^EK^li^ straad&d- oil} Mifi Loo^ 
l^lapd ^if^t . The ^(Hiihjr c^aatoodOre ind^ml^ iiiseid;tp jr^ 
late' many mi wcMerfol stories of hb adventured it j^ 
Iwe <^ peril, whi^ by his accomit, did &r^ea4eed idboao 
<}f the sage Ulysses, in thoM^raits of Chai^ybdJa. Fot lie 
aaw spectres flying in the air, and heafd die ytelUng of 
fcbobgoblins, and put his hand info the Pot 'dbMin tfaey .^ert 
whirled around, and foundthe watar scat^Bngbotf and bet- 
held sev^;al miocmth locddng beings iseated ^m'nxdcs, acid 
skimming it wi& hu^ ladles ; but ^artjculariy heidedaved 
wilb great esLnltation, that he> sa^ the- losel poi^oiaefi^ 
wjaich had betrayed them Into this peril, somebrmling on 
the gridfarony and othiei^s hissing in.the bymg-pmn 

. These, however, were oonsi^jred fay nkany a6daaei!e<phaib- 
i»Ae$. q^tbe^ocanmodarefs imaginaiiim^ white he lay inia 
laninoe; esp€cii|)yiy/as.hew3a6]mo«ditobe.gi»e^ 
ing; and thetrwth of thi&m haso^er been cfeariy-dsoer- 
tained. It is certain» howe^er^ thaittolhe aoooimts;bf O^ 
1^ and im followers ma^ teeitraced iht v^^fious iaraditiohs 
bwided domk of: tbi» marvdlbus^strai^ .as,^iW(th& devfl 
|ia& been seeii:4h^, sdttiiigtfialii^ hog's badk and 

playing on the fiddle — how he broils fi^hittoie bf^mcBih 
j^rm;.aiKi PM»yt«thet storifan^ in i^h ite ibi^beijau- 
4am. of puttwn ( jtQo jm^hjb^^r I in consequence of all 
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JMAgtiie r^'wlikh' irdd»iitiefr to bear«l tik preiieiit dqr. 



CHAPTSR V. 

dream ^Mh^'^MtmmL 

The idorlawfls <tf n^t had dosed upon this dbastroits 
dUjr, aodiifotefiil night was it to the shipwrecked Favo^ 
ntans) whose ears weielinioeilsM^y atsaailed. with the raging 
of ishetdleioeiiliS) and tbe howling of the hobgoblins thatin- 
fesliadthispaifi^usrtroit. Btft when the jmoming dawned, 
thehoinniies<rflthe*^iteoading^eninghadpB» ra^ 

pids, iA:^i|gera«adwMdpo^haddisiqfi|i^^ 
agaiii can.Aiobth iisnd diinpling^ and having. changed its 
tide^ 'folled.gently badiM ' towai^ tibe quarter wheere lay 
thmr moclk ipqpiMtoi hoiM^ 

Hiewoef^begtoe hbroci»of CowunilnipftW <yed ead^ other 

Cj -^''^'^ '• ■'- '■'■ ^ -^ rr ' ' - I ^ 

* TlfiB is a parrow strait in the sound, at the distance of six miles a^ 
f>ove Kew-Torl:. "It Is ^ai^rous to shipping) unless under the car^ 
tifWiM pi!d^ 1>7 1^9^ of numehXB rdcks, s^tilTes, arid ^hkl^iboitf. 
Thmktuof^ i^i««d madfj sppdbAam^ mid^ as the grijiinm, fiyin^- 
jgKf^ bogV hmic, pot» &»% i atid ar^ very violent apd torbuWnt at certain 
tifpes 0^ tide. Certain wise men who instruct these modern days have 
softened the above characteristic nam6 into Burhgate, whicii means 
ndllf^. t Ifeave them to give theiif own 'etymology. ' tlie name as 
gi¥^ hj W Author is sc^povted l^ tfas map in Vander Dondc's his* 
toij, ptd>Hiti^ ip U66, by Og^lvie's history of Amerioa, 1671, as alio 
hy a journal ?tiU extant, written in the i6th century, and to be found 
in Hazard's State Papers. And an old MS. wntten in French, spealc- 
&g 6t various altemtions in names about thk dty, observes, ** B6 
HtM^gtO^ tnki drikifidr; ilsont Mt Hill>.«ii(^ 
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MpyfchiraeftilcQUQteiiBiicess tlieirfiqiiadroiitbadib^tiirtolal-* 
ly diaqpersi^ hy the. late disasters Sonia.iiwiKkfcai^ mpon 

they took possession of all the country lying about the six 
mile stone; which is held l^x.the Hof^)&rs at this present 
writing. 

The Waldrons were difit^ 4))ri ^Stress dT weather to a 
distant coast, where, having with than a jug (rf* genuine 
li^dland^t they were enaUe4(^iK)ficil]iite*the^9avi^^ sea- 
ting i^ akind of tatem^fWHn wh^o^ it-is said, did 
spring the fair town of Haerlem^ in which theb deaden- - 
dants have ever since continued to be r^mtaUe pubUcans. 
As to the Suydan^ they were 'thrown up«»L the^ Lbng- 
iaknd coast, and nurf still be found in those parts; But 
the; most singular ludk attended the great Tta^ Bro^k, 
wlio^ felling overboard, was mireoiilbusly pres^-ved -from 
mkb^ by the multitude of his nether garma^ts* Tbm 
buoyed tqp,' he fl|:>tited on the ^av^, like a ilieKaian> untfl 
he landed safely on a robk^^ wiiespe bewasfixuid ll»e nest 
morning, -bu$ily drying his m£pay bpsedies in^the ninshine; 
• I forbear to ti^t of the kmg consultation .of oikifadi^to** 
turers — how they determined tibal k* would not do4o fotmd 
iuify uitiik d^brdjj^ine^hbourikood^ and how atkngth, 
with fear and trembling, they ventured once m<Mre upon 
the briny element, and steered their course back for Com- 
munipaw. Suffice it, in simple brevify, to say, that after 
toiling back through the scenes of their yesterday's voyage, 
they at length opened the souther point of Manna-hala, 
and gained a distant view of their bdioved Commmiipaw* 
And here they were opposed by an obstinate eddy, that 
i:esisted all the efforts of the exhausted mariners* Weary 
and dispirited, they oould no longer make head gainst 
the power of the tide, or rather, as some will have it, rf 
old Neptune, who, anxious to guide them to a spot, where- 
on should be founded his strong-hold in this western world, 
sent half a score of potent billows^ that roUed the tub of 
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<}(»sttcidqreaVm Korteidt' Ui^ aod dfj: cm the shores 

• Havnig'^thus in:«a.]toifta>beeti guided by ntpematoral 
power :tb this d^ligiifeM>ine island,, their first care was. to 
ti^^ a fire^.at'tlie foac of a lasge:trec)^ ihatistdod upon tb^ 
p^iift at pres^iltc^lled the battery. Then gathering toge* 
their great ^tore of oy^ria Which abounded on the sfaoie^ 
andemplyij^-thecontenf&f^theif wallets, they prepared 
1^ made a stnnptoous council repast The worthy Van 
Kordandt WflB .olnervsed tb be paftieulariy b^ous in hiit 
xtevotion^tQ tbef trmcher; fer having th^ caren of the ex^ 
pedidoD: especially ctouni^ted to his care^ he deemed itin<> 
combeht on'him to eat prdbundly for' the public. good» 
InproporticHi fishe filled hkoeSelf to the very brmi'vidth the 
•daiiity viaads .before him, did the heart of.ihis ^xceUrat 
fBtugher seem to rise up towards his thrOat, until he sieemed 
crammed and almost choked with good eating and. good 
.fixture. [And jat such tim^s it is, when a ^an's heart is in 
hb throaty thai; he may m<»?e truly be said tospeak fixan 
itV and'his rspeedbei^ abound with kindness and good felr 
Jow^pi Hius the wotrthy Oloffie ;having' swdlow^ the 
last possible morsel, and wada^ it down with a fervent 
potadon, felt his hedrt yearnings find his whfole fi^euQie in a 
manner dilatmg With unboilitded benevol^oce. , Every 
thing around bim.S?iW6d excellent and delightfid; an^ 
larfing hi& hands^ on each side. of his capacious periphery, 
and roUiiig ^,hatf closed. ^es, luxnuid on/the beautifid 
diversity of land and water bef(H-e him, . he exclaimed, 
in a &t hatf smothered viyje^, ^^ What a charming pros- 
p<det I" The words died away in his throiM>— he iseemed to 
ponder ouL^die fiar. scene for a mcmient— his eydids heavi- 
ly (dosed' over thdr ^orbs— his head dropped upon his bo- 
«cmi— ^ slowly imnk upon the green tur^ and a deep sleep 
stole gradually i^pKm hinu 

And the sage Olofie dreamed a dream-^-and lo, the good 
St. Nicholas came riding.over the tops of the trees, in that 
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sdfr^ame 'wngg^A' ti^herete'lle 'briiigs Us ywij^pimiMh tib 
children; and he came and descended hard'bj^wiist^ the 
beEroes^e^iConphiin^vimd'madetlicar ^And 

the £»hr6vird> Vim KcAtiandt^ Mi^wliiin^ bmad^hst^ ins 
I<^g(plp4 >^Hi tUe fe8i^nitilaiioe%Udik^iloreTfotl^4j- 
gore cm die^bow' of ifie G^pede^^rmhrr AiMiieiit Msrpipe 
bf the fikle^' andlie sat hin)S^down'fmdgiiiQlted;''a»Ni ds 
lie smofce^y^ the s^oke firom Usf pipb'ascefkdeMi iifto'tfae afa* 
and spread like a ckMsd.over head. - Atiflnthe sa^ Ohtk 
bethought him, and be hastened ahdclmibediip to tiustop 
of one of the tallest treies, ' and sdw^dwt the sradseipraiid 
ov^ a great ext^t of coi&ntry ; and as lie ccxtisidered it 
i»s(te attentively, he &nc!i^ tikat the gre^t volume of sjlnoke 
laflsumed a'vari^ of^marvelloiis forms, H?faen$ fandim ob- 
^^eimtjr he saw shadowed oixt polices and domes, and IdE- 
^ fi^ires) i^ which lasted 1but^vWe>tnent, aoExd then &did 
away,- until the whole rolled oflj ' and nothbig but Ae great 
Woods were left; And whefi 8t Nidholafif Imd mncJced his 
J^ipe, lie twisted it in Ibis hat^band, and lajringlusfingier 
beside his nose gave the astonii^hed Van KorthbidtaTei^ 
signifioiilt look ; th^n mounting his waggon, he returned 
over the tree tops tad disappeared. 

And Van Kortlandt awoke ftom his sleep gready ia«> 
iglructed, and he ai'bused his companions land related to 
^nvhis dieaim: tad lAtclipreted it, diat it was the will of 
St IsBdholia^ that they should settle down and build die 
dty here. And that the sdfndke c^ t9ie pipe wais u type 
liow vast shotdd be the extent 'of ite dky^^ inasmuch as 
the volumes of its smoke shoidd spreiid o^r k vast extent 
of country. And they all with ^te Voide wsented bo this 
interpret^on excepting Mynheer Tent Broec*i who de^ 
dared the meaning to be that it should be a city wfakem 
a little fire should occasicm a gteat smoke, or, in odwr 
words, a very vapouring litde dty— both vthich interjtte^ 
tations have strangely c6me to pass ! 

The great otiged; ^th^ pieiiloiis expe^tion^ ther^iiri^ 
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hcHig. tlMiibiIlii|f% atftKinplwlMdt ^ the iHOfjmgH^ ) vulitnittdj 
merrily to Ckmiinunipaw, whem jdie|e^'W^Ke.^eGt)i?^ 
gx»atr^fikiDg$» t Andib0r&,ciIUii^» tgm^r^ of 

allihe mn^OBi^ntAftid )d^4^ tm 

kteddiefirhiifei£bt(H74>f lliek) (teea» 

af.01ofe*¥gti;tK6tt]andtr And the. peQ{ile> lifted up th«if^ 
imses ttiftd blesslsd/tfae: goodl St Nicbolaffii aii4 fioit Ihftt 
tim6J»tt!^;l^8a|fe.yaii£orltefi^ held k} more^bcHi 

nour than ever, for hijs gmsfeitalenfraiidreitiiiifag^iapid miisr 
pgttngmioedkanqstt vaefidcKtiaeii^inid ^ nght^goodl jnatl^r— 
idienibetirab-fldeqiw : .- / -'-a: . 



.... CJHAPTEB.VL 

" " ' ' •' '■ ■" '" • ' '■ '■ '••■ • -•' ' ' ■ ', ' i 

f Th£ cNdlg^iAlnaiBfi oS, tb^ isbnd ivberoiB thei squadndm 
dT G^auhimqwir was .thii» {j^ropiidously tfarowti^ k iLinatl^ 
of some dispute^, and -hast* alDteady^undergoBi^: eonsiderable 
Titiation»*wa mAdxoAsA^ proc^^of 4he instability of all sub4 
lunarjr ^hu^s^wan^ tbe.vanity o£ all. our h<^;i^ of lasting^ 
fimie^ fixv.ifebocan fs^^act fti^jiname will live to posterity^ 
v^ien.eyen: the namoea of mighty idand$,«u!Qtbii)l aoon lost 
in>£ontEadictiott and uncertainty J 

The name most current «t the present day^' and> which 
is Mkewise^.coni^dnai^^ by the: great historian Vander 
Donck^. is M^mha^ii^;. ytMfAx is said to ha^e ori^nated i» 
a custom among the i$quaws>. ;in the early settlement, of 
wearing men's hats, as is still done among many tribes. 
<< Hence,*' as we are told by an old governor who was 
somewhat of a wag, and flourished almost a century since^ 
and had paid a visit to the wits of Philadelplua — « Hence 
arose the appellation of man-ha^-cia^ first given fo the In- 
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wi^ enough for 'a^T«niiDiV''^ ..:.:.:..;.., t,. 
^ Among iiie move iveaetkkAew^ cm 

Hm suligect^ is that Talmible histcny of tlie' Amenkmn |xmm: 
sessions, iKrritten by Master 'Rifdia^rd Blone'in- lifST^'ti 
wherein* it is called Mtttihadaes SMi Msnahanent;: nohr» 
mui^ I forget the eKe^ent &de bodc^ fell of ^Mremns 
matter, of dvat^nrthMtiC' hfetbriaii, Johnjossdynj Ctintuft 
m^ ^cpressfy calls it Manadaes.' i <M^ ,:,;:: ■..(.. 

Anodier etf^mcdogy stili jnorelaiM^^ 
by the countenance of our ever to be lamdited Bntdi s^ 
cestors, is that found in certain letters still extant;^ which 
passed between the early ge^vnors and thdr neighbour- 
ing powers, wherein it is called indifferently Monhattoes, 
Munhatos, and Manhattoes, which are evidently unim- 
portant variations of the same name ; fi)r our wise fore- 
&thers set Htde store by those niceties ^ler in brtfaogDa* 
phy or orthoepy, which form die sole study and ambiticm 
of many learned men and women of this hypercritical age. 
Tliis last name is said to be derived from the gsreat in£an 
qiirit Manetho; who was 8up{)osed tamake-this idssii^ 
his &vourite abode on account of its uncommcm) deiightaj 
For the Indian traditkntis oflfarm, that the bay was ohoea 
trandiucid lake, filled with silver and goldep^fish, in ihd 
midst of which lay this beaatifal island, oovewidwith evayt 
variety of fruits and flowers ; but that the sudd^niiffruptioB 
of the Hudson laid waste these blissfril scenes^' and Man 
netho took hi^ flight beyond the great waters of Ontario. 

TRiese, however, are &bulous l^ends, to which very 
cautious credence must be given ; and although I am wil- 
ling to admit the last quoted orthography of the name, ^aa 

• This history is to be found in the library of the New-Tgrk Hii«* 
torical Society. t . ■ 

+ Idem. ' '.:'.. 

J Vide Hftisaid'fl CoL Stat. %ii ..;J ,j.. <-'. 
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vcfj^ snitftMe fin* prose, y^ it tliere aaotlier one feuided 
OR still maire ancient and indiqmtable auAority, -wliidi I 
jpartiettlarly di^lit in, -seei&g^that it is at once poetical 
makxlioiis^ and significant; and tiiis is recosded inthe 
before-mentioned yojng^cSiS^ gr^eat Hudscm^ writlai 1^ 
Blaster Jiiet; who cl^tirly and correctly calk k Manna^ 
hata: ^u^ id to say, the island of Manna, or in other 
words, ^ a hmd flowing wkh mHk and hon^ [^ • 

It having been solemnly resolved that ihe bcbA dF em* 
pire shoold be tran^rred fitan the green sdiores of^'Plb*> 
vxMua tothis delectable idbnd, a vast nndtitiide embaileAl^ 
a^ migrated across the mouth of the Hudson^ under the 
gilidanoe of Oioflfe the Dreamer, who was^uppcnnled pro* 
te^tcnr or patron to the new settlenient 

And here let me bear testimony to the matdiless ho* 
nesty and magnanimity oi our wcnrthy fcMPefiithers, who 
purchased the soil of &e native Indians, before erecting a 
single rod; a drcnmstanee sii^olar and almost inoredible 
in the anmls of discovery and cdonizadon* 
* The first settl^nmt was made on. the southwest point 
of the island, on the very spot whece the good St. Niohdas 
had i^peared in the dream* Here they built a ixdghty 
and impregnabla fort aiid trading house, called Fort Am* 
sterdam, which stood mi that eminence at p]:esent occupied 
by the custom-hous^ with the open space now called the 
iWnrlii^-green, in frcmt. 

Around this potent fortress was soon seen a numeipus 
progeiqr <^little Dutch houses, with til^ roofi, all wUdi 
seemed nuMTt loving to nestle under it9 walls, ISceabrood 
of half fle<^ed chickens sheltered under die wings of the 
mother hen. Hie whole wto smrounded fay an enclosure 
of strong palisadoes^ to guard against any sudden irrup- 
tion of the savages who wdndered in hordes about the 
swamps and forests, that extended over those tracts of 
(sountry at present called Broadway, Wall-street, Wil» 
Kamnitreet, and Pearl-street 

h 
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.No sooner wn the cobny once ,]^bpt6d* thfta it took 
root wd tfarove. aTnarii>gly» for it would seem. that this 
thme fi^voured island is like a nuupficeiit dppghill^ v}h»^ 
every foreign weed finds kindly nourishment^ and soon 
dioots i^ and expands to gceatness. 

, And now the infent settlement having advanced in age 
«nd.$talxune> it was thought high time it shoi4d ipceive.i# 
bonest ChristiaA wme» and^t vm accordiiq;jly ]c«^led New* 
Amsterdam* It i^ true there were some adypcat^. for the 
original Indian name, and.i^^any of tjie.best writ^ors of the 
piroy^nce did Iqi^.qpi^tiniie to call it by thetitle of << The 
Mftnhftttoe^" biit this was dLscountenaoced by the authq^ 
ritkn^ ^ he^ l^eathenishapd savagge. Sasldecb it Wfus 
considered an excellent and praisi^worthy measure-to name 
it after agireat c^ of the old world; as by that meoris it 
was induced to emulate the greatness and raiewn of its 
namesake.— in the maimer that little sniveUii^ urchins are 
called after great statesniep, saintSf and. worthies, and i^ 
nowned generals of yore, iqpon which they all jii|du$tri^ 
Ottsly copy their examples, and come tp be veiy mighty 
men in their day and generation. 
, The tliriving §tate of the settlement, and the rapid in* 
crease of houses, gradually awakened the good Oloffe from 
a deep lethargy, into which he had fallen after the building 
of the fort He now bc^an to think it was time some pl^ , 
should be devised, on which the increasing .town should 
be built Summoning, therefore, his counsellors and co- 
aif^iltprs together, they took pipe in mouth, and forthwith 
sunk into a veiy /K]jbnd deliberation on the, subject 

At the very outset of the business an uneiqpected diftfe- 
rence. of opinion arose, and I mentkm it with, much sorr 
rowing, as being the first altercation on reccord in the 
councils of New- Amsterdam. It was a breaking forth of 
the grudge and heartburning, that bad existed, between 
those two eminent burghers, Mynheers Tenbroeck and 
Hardenbroeck, ever, since their unhappy alteration oa 
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thA const 1 of Belletiie. Tke great pwdcsilnroedt had 
waxed Very Wealthy and 'powerfel from his domaftis,^ 
whkh emtaraded the whole cham of Apuleaii nMmtalns 
that stretch along the girif of Kip's Bay, and ftom part^rf' 
whkh his descendants have been eipelkd in latter ages 
by the powerfid clan^ of the Jameses and the SRienner- 
homes. /' • 

'An itiMniMB pboi finr the cky was oAred% Myidieer 
ToAiiveck, who px^MMed that it shotdd be cot np and 
iMersected by oamk, afl^ the manner of ike most ad^< 
mired chieshiHoUaiid. To this Mynheer HalrdeiAiro^dE 
wils diametrically cfppodedf suggesting M place tfaefeo^;^ 
that Vbey shoold mn ont docks and wharft,^ by meeai of- 
p3es, drivien into die bottom of flw riter, on whidrthe 
town shotdd be built ^ By tkese Bumb,'' said he* tA^ 
mnphaittly^ << shall we rescue a- con^eraUe spaieeefi 
territoiy £rotn these iAaniense mers, and'bitiU »'0^j 
that i^lriyai Amsteidam^ Vtoide, or aiiy amfAiUMai 
dtyfai Eulro^/' To this proposition^ Tern Bnbdi (or 
Ten Breeches) replisd^^ with a. look of asninefa iscdnifaa^ 
he coaid possibly assane.. . He cast thfe otmost ^e^stt«> 
upon the plan oIf* his antagomst, as boha^ prcpaDttgoiM|> 
and against th^ veiy order of tlungs^ a^:he would Idave to 
every true HoIUHid^.> ^^Foir what,'' said^he^ ^ is atewn 
without >CBnfds?^*^It lstlike:a body withdttt veinsi aadar^ 
teries, and must perish for want of a firee drculaikb ofrlfcer 
idtal'ihnd^'^ 'Tough Bieeches, tm the ooiitcaryvretdiled 
with a sarbasm upon Ins aubgonist, who was som^nfhat eC 
an arid^ dry boned habit; heremariced^ith^t'astoth^^dr*' 
cttladoQ of the blbod^beingneoe8sary)tb:eiBiitenoe^ Myn^ 
heer Ten.&^eches woss a living contva^oftiopitO'Ui ow» 
aissertiM ; for every^ bodytkmw ther^ ihad notadhrop '- itf 
UoodiCiEcuIaied throng his. wind-<bried crease for good 
ten yeari, ahd yet there jwas not a greater busybody in th<» 
^ole colony. Personiihties'havesddom rimdi efRfictin 
making dsnvcrtsJnaijgtei^t; nor have I ever seea a man 
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cimvdneed of intor^ by being cdfavicted <)f dtefikin%. At 
loasts^ikwtisnotthebiiefttprdsetit^ Tai Breeched was. 
yeny acrimomeiik in re^jy and Tough Bre^Qhes^ iirlio wafei 
a«tBD^ilittibteBnf ahd )aeikt ^re vtp iheUatiirwdfL re*' ^ 
joined widi inectatfia^ispirit'^Ten Biseebhes hkd liie tidb* 
ramtagb \d£ tife |;i!c»te8t iFetubSity^ bntlTb^^Bi^eeches 
had that invaluable coat of mail in argument called obstln. 
ntK^r^r-Tto B JeedS^ had, linerefei^'tiie mosl modie^ but 
Xwgli Breechkii tiie best bbtttoin«-H9o jtluit.tb«^ugk Teiif 
Btvediettni^^dnadfid dlitttef&g dbout hii tors^ wrI 
bitteredand bfehbotired him #ith]bird wisrdfl«aidisk»u^ 
aifgumek^ ; ^et :Toagh Breeches hong on nmt t«aohite]|r 
(0 tbe hst. Tfiiey ptated, thectfov^ as k:iisiial in ail ai>^ 
gHlneMi! whcve iioth partii^ ane in^ fhe H^ : withoiit coiriH 
ing: to ahjr cdbcfataioii; bit tMey hated each dther most: 
fieoftiblyibr etser ^Aer, and a:nmilat* l^:*eadbwith tluit be-» 
tWBea- the 'hbuies't)f CajjMdet and Montague, did ensue ht* 
timtothefiuniliestif IWi B<«ech^ andiTotig^rBteecbes; 
I iwkmld not fitigue toy reader wi A Ithese dull mattm' 
oC het^ butthat m^ dMy as a ftitbfid Ipstomuk, required 
diflt I ^6uld be 'fktrticnlar^;: and m toith^ as: I Urn wjm' 
iwa tiug of ihe diSdd period^ iriieniour dly, Mke^ayoung 
tfAgj ffi^slt reoeivM the twisttt and tums^ tbiit havctaiiice 
oontribirted to .gi?e it ^ presi^t' -picturesque irregularity 
fer iiiMch it is cdbebrated^ I can^bt be too minute in d^ 
tMKiig tibeir first anises. ^ 

' ^After the imhf^py altercudbn I havie just m^htsoite4'I 
doJtaot find thstTiny thing fiirtfaer was said on^die subject 
worthy of bdngir^torded. TheoodBdl^oraiststiag'ofthe 
kif;^ and cAdest'heads in the ccoainunity, metregutely^ 
once a ^e^H ^ '^Mntder on this imomentous stA)jeA) dbut 
itith^ ihey wei^ detenrid Iqr ihe wkr of words :th^:bad 
#itnQ^s»ed, CO* they webe natnralfy ^.Tersetd the exercised 
Ak tcoiifne^ 'and iMe tronsciqnent exercise Y>f the .faeaiB9»* 
certbin it ii, the inbi^;profi9Luid sHence #as niaiiitained4ii- 
die 'queistion «s» isaud lagr on the tiWc/i t he nembc^s qui« 
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edysmdied their pipes, makiiig but few laws, widiout 
ever enforcing any, and in the mean time theaffiiirs of the 
settl^nent went on— ^ ft pbm^<i^ 

As most of the comidl were but little skilled in the 
mystei^ oi^^ofobmisig potnluHAs^iind hi^n9er9»)tb^ ^fiter-^ 
mined, most judidbiisly,.tipC.to.pU2zledlher^themselves or 
posterity with voluminous records. The secretary, how-* 
ev)to) fcoplttte fi>ii»^t^ ^lii^e^simal witb tcderahle prtci- 
i^trn^ )j0i;.a.iafcger;y^uiti. iisil^ ImttaeA mth massy, brasa 
otepsj '^t^JotuiiEtl of 0Mb ioe^ting ismuu^yted bpt of i^o 
Iiate,^flati]|g*inifPiitoh,^ diat,.f« the council ij^ this ^ayr 
and smiJi^ rt«4ve pipda onrtibe affiurs cf , A^ ^o)imy*''*^ 
By tthiehUr^ipealrs that ibeS^taetder^.d^ not itegulalp^ 
diea^:tin^.Jb(f hou]»y/but;pl{>est,iatli^ samema^ as thq^- 
m)eitouredi9taiiQeisin;H<4ybndii^ an admin 

i:^y e^tact measureanent^ 9s a pqpe ia theAiDuth <^a traa 
hmM Dutchman^ isuev^ liaU^'to those aeeidenta and.ip- 
i:fif[uiMiti^:itbi^ ar^ iCon^ually pimiag>0iir elpfOkB fot of 

Or4e]% *;'.-:. . •■' ■ ' •,, ,r }.*r,^ . ,. ; - 

In this manner did the profound council .c^ J^^w^-Am- 
mEmfi»4M ^mgjke^ and'dQ^:'«iid |i|»ijkr>' Jfiiftym week j to 
weab^ month to moot^ Budj^mM yea%.ii|(i^ maonar, 
tibey fiM'Uldeo^kslraot their ipjtot^iitetU whil% 

^rti^^m UhM care lof itsetf, and like a stDLrdy^birat which 
iavsiiffiaied to am abcmt /adld» ulishai^fclad' by eknijta and 
bandages, and other tibomnaticHis, by fflmk yomr notable 
muirrseft and sage old women^mp^ i9ndid|«%lire the chil- 
d^eia of niei% inc^^itt^ ^^ rdindly m str^i^ l^d mfigoii 
tude^ that before the hcmest burgoiAasters b^d determined 
l^petn a pla^ it if^as too ^^ U3L put it in ^leeutioii-^whepca* 
upon dbey wtedjr abaDidoneditbe sul^ett ^togeth^* 
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proiSetum€f(MoJttkel>remM 

THEit!i: is sometl^g exceedingly dekttilite ill tkiis lookv^^ 
ing back, tbroti^ th^ I(ni^ dsta of depaitid yeai^ and- 
Catching a glimpse of tiie Mry i^eahns of «ntiqt;dty that ltt» 
beyond. I&e some goodly ItEti^dscajpe tndted into di»* 
tance, they receire a thous^aiid'chatmd- froth ^tlKshr vMy 
obscurity, and the &facy delights to'fill nfithili' outlines 
yKilStk graces atid eiiedlencies of its own creation; fFlnis 
beam <m niy imagination tfiose happier days of onr d^ 
whai as y^ Nl^-AmBtardfim was a'miere paist^md towl^< 
shrouded in groves dT srycamore and wiSows, aiid sur^ 
rounded by tmMsss fiiresi)^ and wide spi^ading wsters^ 
that seemed to shut out all the cares and Taiiities of a 
wicked world. : . . >? 

* ' La those day» did this canbryo dty preset the not add 
noble ^pectiacle cS a community governed without laws % 
and thus being left to its own Course, and the fosterii^ 
care of providaice, increasedas raindly lis though it had 
been imrtheified with a dozen paUniers ftdl <iS those sage 
k'trs that i&)*e lisUiEdly heaped <m the badcs of young cities^ 
^in order to make them grow. Anid in this particular 
I*greatly admire the wisdom and somid knbwte<%e of hti^ 
man nature, displayed by the sage Oloflfethe Dreamer, 
and his fellow legislators. For my part I have not so bad 
an opinion of mankind as many of my birotiier philoso^ 
phers. I do not think poor human nature so sorry a piece 
of workmanship as they would make it out to be; ^ and as 
fiur as I have observed, I am fiiUy satisfied that man, if 1^ 
to himself, would about as readily go right as wrong. It 
is only this eternally sounding in bis ears that it is his duty 



Digitized by 



Google 



NEW.YORK- tr 

Ijle iodepeiidence oi his nature revolts at thiii intolerable 
tyimiay of law> and the perpetual interference of offioiou$( 
morality, which is ey|Br besetting his path with flogerrposts 
and directiions.^ <<lc^p tp the right, as the.law directs;"^ 
and like a spirited urchin, he turns directly coi^trary, aod 
gallops through mud aod mire,^ over he^e^ a^id ditches, 
merely to show that he is a lad of spiril;, and out of his 
leading strings. And these opinions ojre ani{4y sidt^staiir 
ti^d by what J have above said of our worthy ancestors^ 
Mrhp m^ver bei^g be-preapbed and be-lecture4> wd gujdisd 
and gpv^med -by statutes and laws and bye-laws, as ar^ 
their .more^ f^olightened descendants, did one and all de^ 
mean themselves honestly and peao^d^Iy,' out of pure^ 
i^orance,. or in other wordsr^because they knew no bett^iw 
. . Nor must I omit to record, one of the earliest measuriss 
of this infant settlement, inasmuch as it shows the piety of 
our forefiitb^rs, and that^ like good Christbms, they.were 
always ready to serve God, aften .they had fest served 
th^i:^ves% Thus, hivii^ ^piedy settled th^i^s^lyjes down^ 
and provided for their 019^ comfort, they bethought ^pi*> 
selves of.testif)di^ their, gratitude to the great and good 
Su Nicholas, for his protecting care, in guiding them to 
this delectable abode* To thia end they built a fidr and 
gopdly chapel wjthiji the /art, which ^y co^is^^rated to 
his name;. whereupon he immediately took the town of 
New- Amsterdam under his peculiar patronage, and he has 
ever since been, and I devoutly hope will ever be, the tu- 
telar saint of this excellent city. . 

I am moreover told that there is a little legendary book, 
somewhere extant, written in low Dutch, which says, that 
the Image of this renowned saint, which whilome graced 
the bowsprit of the Goede Vrouw, was elevated in front of 
this chapel, in the very centre of what, in modem days, 
is called the Bowling Green. And the legend further 
treats of divers miracles wrought by the mighty pipe which 
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die <amt hdkl ifi hl^ moofch;. a v(4offet which iras a 9(five^ 
rdgn eure Ibr aa indi^tioii — an invaluaUd peifqoe m tibis 
ocdony of bmve tieiioh^otoii. As, ho^vtei^r, infifii^of 
the most diligent sear^, { caimot lay my handfi iqpoQ tlm 
IMe booky I must eoofess that I entertain censideraMe 
doubt <m the i^tgeet 

Tkxks benigidy fostered by the good ^ ^dK>lai, t^ 
bttrghers cf New-Amster^kim behdd their settkmebt in^ 
Grease in D^agnkude and poptiiation, and adgH become tt^ 
metr<^)dis of divdrs setdements, and an-^ttensive terri^ 
tory. Already had the dLsastroos {mde of ocdomeiB find 
d^end^uaes, those banes of a sound-hearted eBo^ic^ en- 
ta:ed into tfidr imaginations ; and Fort Atiraiiia on the 
Hudson, Fort Nassau on the D^ware, and Fort Cbede 
Hoq> on the Gannecticut river, seemed to be the darling 
^^ring of the vi^eraUe couneik ^ Thus ^{nxMperously, 
to idl appearance, did the {»K>yinoe cS New Netherlands 
advance in power; and the eaily Instory of its metrc^)oiis 
Resents a Csiir page, unsullied by crime or cabonity. 

Hordes <^ painted sav^es ^tHi luriced about the tangled 
forests and fich bottoms of the unsetded part dF the Island 
«*-the hunter j^tehed his rude bower of skins and bark be- 
side the rills that ran through the cool and shady ^ens, 
while here and there might be seen on some sunny kndl, 
a group of Indian wigwams, whose smoke arose above the 



♦ Tl^e province alDjOUt this time, extended on the north to F©rt Au- 
nnia or Orange (now the dty of All>any) situated at^t 160 miles pp 
the Hudion river. Indeed the province daimed quite to the river St» 
jAWrence i but ||iis daim iraa not mudi insisted on at the time» as the 
ppuntr/ b^79^^ fort Aucai^ia >78$ a per^ wildeii^as. On t^aou^ 
\he province reach^ to Fort Nassau, on the souUi river, since called 
the Delaware ; and on the east it extended to the Varshe (or fresh) ri<> 
ver, now the Connedicut. On this last firmtier was Hkewiae erected a 
fort and trading hous^ niuch about the ^ot where at present issitua^ 
ted tl^e pleasant town of Hartford. Tl^ was called Fort Qoede Hqep^ 
(or Cf ood Hope) and was intendep! as well for the purpose of trade* as 
of defence. 
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ndghtK^tirii]^ trees, etid'floBlediit'thetrtinflpaitatft^^ 
-plm^e. By degrees « i)iiutiiid goodwiH hM grown 1^ be^ 
tween '&«se imeidering'behig^ and idiei btir^^rs of Nev- 
AmMevdidki. /. Our b^eident Ibv^idieh endeafonred as 
much as possible to ameliorate their shuatioii, bj 'givii% 
them gin, ram, and ^asB beacb, in ezehimge fer their pel- 
trleiv for it seems the kind-hearted Diitchmen had coa^ 
erived a' great 'friendship 4br diebr samge neij^dJoors, cm 
fl0coui^ of thdr being pleasmt mai to trade wi^ land Iitk 
tie ddlkd'in Ihe art of making a bmrgaiib 

Now and then a crew of these hal&lnunaii sons of the 
forest would make.their appearance in the streets of New« 
Amsterdam, ftmtasticdy painted and decorated with beads 
and fliM^M%; feathers, saimterii^ aboQt with an air of list- 
less indSFerence-r^sometimes in the markiet>f)lace, instruct^ 
ing thelitdie^Diitdi boys' in the use of the bow and arrow 
«^at other ti^esf inlifumed^lh liquor, swaggering aiid 
whooping and yelling about the town fike^so many fiends, 
to the greiit; diiMnay <tf alt thegobd wifves^ who would hora- 
ry their children into the house, iksten the doors, and throw 
water iq)on tbi^ enmny from the garret windows. It is 
worthy of mention here, that our finrefiitbers were yexy pari> 
tiikdar in holding up these wild men as ezcelleiit domes- 
tic exahiple» ; ahd ibr reasons that may be gathered from 
die histc^ of Master Ogiivie^ who tells n^ that << fctr the 
least ofienee the bridegroom soundly Iveats his wife and 
turns her otttof docNfs, and maorries another, insomudi that 
isome of' th^si haye every year a new wife.** Whether 
this awfid example had any infii^nce or not, Ustoiy dees 
not menticm ; but it is certain that our gmndmothers were 
miracles of fideli^' and obediesice. 

True it is, that the good understanding between our an«- 
cestors and their savage iwighbours, wa» liable to ocea» 
sional interruptions, and I have heard my grandmother, 
who was a very wise old woman, and well versed in the 
history of these parts, teU a long story, of a wint^s even* 

M 
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mgf abonta bonle be h r ecai die Ngw-A«»()CTda»mfigr» Md 
theladiaii^ iriuckrwasfaoiownl^ thenaineof thep^^ 
«MEr; and irfbidi tobk place Mar a peaeh.xHrdutd^ m a 
datk i^ai^ w)ii(A for a long "vdiile went by tte^Moaeof 
Munlef«r'« Valley. 

llie fege&d of Ak sylvtti war was loi^ 4:»rr^it ammig 
Aemirses, oUwiTes, and other ancient chi!aiiicler& (rf'the 
place; InA time ai^ in^rovena^it! have almost dblHerateil 
bodi^the tradition and the scene of battle; for whet was 
<»ice the Uood atauied valley is now in the ccfojbre'Of tbls 
populoiis dtyf aod known by the name of 2)f)Mre«^ 

The acaimnlating wealth aqd consequence of jfewr Am* 
sterdam and its dependencies) at ks^di awakened the ten- 
der solicitode of die mother country; who Saadif^ it a 
tiuriying and opulent colcmy, and that it promised to yield 
great pn^t, fuid no trcwUe, all at once became wonder- 
ftilly anxious about its safety^ and began to load it with 
tdcens of regard* in the same manner that your knowing 
people are smre to overwhelm rich relaticms with their afr 
fection and loving-kindness. 

The usual marks of protection shown by, mother coun^ 
tries to wealtiiy colonies, were forthwith manifested; the 
first care always being to send rulers to the new settle* 
ment, with ordars to squeeze as much revenue frcHn it a^ 
it will yield. Accordingly in the year of our Lordy 1689^ 
Mynheer Wouter Van TwiiXEa, was appointed goverr 
nor of the province of Nieuw Nederlandts, under the com* 
mission and control of their High Mightinesses, the Lords 
States-General of the United N^eriands, and: the privi- 
leged West-India Ck»npany« 

This renowned old gendeman arrived at New-Amster^ 
dam in the nn^ry month of June, the sweetest month in 
all the year; when Dan Apollo seems to dance i^ the 
transparent fimuunent'^wlien the robin, the thrush, and 
« thousand other wanton songsters make the woods to re- 
sound with amorous ditties, and the luxurbus litde bob- 
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linooQ rerels anumg the dover blo08(«i8 of the meadows ; 
all which ha{^y coincideiices persuaded the old dames of 
New- Amsterdam^ who were skilled in tte art of foretel* 
livgeyentsy thatthiswasiQbeahif»pyaiidiiroq>^roi]sad- 
mmistradon* 

But as k would be derogatofy to the coiKBeqiMiiee of the 
first Dutch governor of^ great proriBce of Nieuw Ne- 
derlandtSy to be thus scurvily introduced at the end of « 
Gh^>ter, I will put an end l»4fais second book of my his- 
tory, thatlmay udier him in with more dignity m the be- 
ginning of my next .1 



£ND OF BOOK SECOND. 
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Qf iAe remomned WotOer Van Twitter, hit unparattded virhiei-^ 
as Ukendse his unutterable wisdom in ike law case of Wandk 
Sckoonkoven and Barent Bkecker-Hmd the great admiration 
qfthepu bUc thereat, 

Gtrievous and very much to be oomimserated is the task 
of the feeling historian, who writes the history of his na^ 
live land. Ifitfii)ltohish>ttobethe sad recorder of 
calami^ or crime, the moumfiil page is watered with his 
tears i nor can he recall the most prosperous and 'blissful 
era, without a melancholy sigh at the reflection, that it has 
passed away for ever ! I know not whether 'it be owing 
to an immoderate love for the simplicity of former times^ 
or to that certain tenderness of heart incident to all senti- 
mental historians;, but I candidly confess that I cannot 
look back on the happier days of our city, which I now 
describe^ without a sad dejection of the spirits. With a 
fiiultering hand do I withdraw the curtdn of oblivion, that 
veils the modest merit of our venerable ancestors ; and as 
their figures rise to my mental vision, humble myself be« 
fore the mighty shades. 

Such are my feelings when I revisit the fiimily mansion 
of the Knickerbockers, and spend a lonely hour in the 
chamber where hang the portraits of my for^tthers^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HISTORY OP NEW.YORK. gs 

shfoitded In dutty like the fcttois tliey v^^esent. With 
{nous revi^rence do I gifi&e on the oomrtenanoes of those 
reAowndd biirgfaars, who hare preceded me in the steady 
mar^ of eadsteace: m^ose sober and temperate blood 
liow ineand^^ thnni^ mjr vdns^ flowing- slower send 
sljower in its lbeUe.condtiit8y tastil its onrrrat shall soon 
he stoi^ied fi>r ever ! 

These, say I to myself ai^ but frail memorials of the 
mighty men who floiuished ia the days c^ the patriardis; 
but who^ alas, have long since mouldered in that tomb, 
towards whi^ my steps are insensiUy and irresistibly 
liastening I As I pace the darkaied chamber and lose 
myself in melancholy musings, the shadowy images around 
me almost se^rn to steal once more into existence : thdr 
countenances to assume the animation of life-— thdr eyes 
tppursHie me in eveiy movement I Carried away by the 
delusions of &ncy, I almost imagine myself, surrounded 
by the shades of the departed, and hold^ig sweet converse 
widi the worthies of antiquity I Ah, hapless Diedrich ! 
bom in a dc^generate age^ abandoned to th^ buffettings of 
fortune— a stranger and a weary pilgrim in iky native 
land; blest with no weeping wife, nor fiunily of helpless 
children; but docmied to wander neglected du*ough those 
crowded streets, and elbowed by fordgn upstarts from 
thos^ fidr abodes where once thine ancestors held sove* 
re^ empire I 

.. Let me not, however, lose the historian in the man, nor 
siiffer the doating repollections of age to oveicome me^ 
while dwelling with fond garrulity on the virtuous days of 
the patriarchs^— on those sweet days of simplicity and ease^ 
which never more will dawn on the lovely idand of Man- 
na^-l^tal 

The renowned Wouter (or Walter) Van Twiller, was 
descended from a long line of Dutch burgomasters, who 
had successively dozed away tlmr lives, and grown &t 
upon the bench of magistraqr m Rotterdam ; and who 
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had comported thems^v^ mik such sjng^dfir wbd(mi>find 
propriety, tbut Aey were irieV^ ehket heani or tftlkMl of 
-^which, nekt to being uiuversalljr ttl^douded^ sboiM lie^ 
tile object c^amdl^itioii to aU sage magktftites and rakK« 

His sumaiae of Twiller, is said to be a comqitioii of 
the original ITmJlfkrf whldi ki En^idi means dtmbUr ; a 
name admirably descriptive of his deliberative hatnts. For 
though he was a man, shut i^ within himself like an 
oyster, and .of such a prdTomidly reflective turn, thi^ he 
scarcely ever spoke except in monosyUables ; yet did he 
never make tip his mind on any doubtfol point Hik 
was clearly accounted for by his adherents, who affirmed 
that he always conceived every sulject on so comprehen- 
sive a scale, that he had not room in his head to turn it 
ovei" and examine both sides of it ; so that he always re- 
mained in doubt, merely in consequence of the astonish- 
ing magnitude of his ideas ! 

There are two opposite ways by which some men get 
into notice— one by talking a vast deal and thinking a lit- 
tle, and the other by holding their tongues and not think- 
ing at all. By the first, many a vapouring superficial 
ptretender acquires the reputation of a man of quidc parts 
^ —by the other, many a vacant dunderpate, like the owl, 
the stupidest of birds, comes to be complimented, by a dii§- 
deming world, with aQ the attributes of wisdom. This, 
by the way, is a mere casual remark, which I would not 
for the uhiverse have it thought I i^ply to Governor Van 
TwiUer. On the ccmtrary, he was a very wise Dutchman, 
for he never said a foolish thing; and of such invincible . 
gravity, that he was never known to laugh, or even to 
smile, through the course of a long and prosperous lifo. 
Certain, however, it is, there never was a matter proposed, 
however simple, and on which your common nairow 
minded mortals would rashly detennine at the first glance, 
but what the renowned Wouter put on a mighty myste- 
rious, vacant kind of look, shook his capacious head, and 
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having smekcd fi»r five mmirtes wkh rsdouUed earnest- 
ness, sfigeigr observed, that << he h«} his dorists about the 
nutter :"«—-^4iicfa9 in process oftime» gained him the cbd^- 
racter of a mai^ dow of bdie^ aad not easily imposed on. 
The person <tf this iUustrious old gentl^nan was a sregii^ 
Imrly formed) and noUj proportioned, as thou^ it had 
heea moulded by the hands of some cunmng Dutch sish 
tuary, as a model of mi^ty and lordly grandeur. He 
-mas eisactly fiv^ feet mx iilches in he^t, and. mx, feet fire 
indies m eurcumfiacenoe. His head was a perfect iphere^ 
fer CKcelling in magnitude thai of the great Pericles (who 
was thence wiaggishly cdykd Schenocephalns, . or onioai 
head)^«rindeed, <£ such stupendous dimeosions was it, that 
dame Nature l^rself, with all her sex's ihgeriuity, would 
have been ipuzzled to construct a nedi: capaMe of support- 
ing it; wherefore she wisely declined the attempt, and 
settled it fiitmly on the top of his back^-bone, Just between 
the sholitde^s ; where it remained, as snugly bedded as a 
ship pf ^§1: in the mud of the Potowmac* : H^ body was 
of. an oUong lonn, partacularly capacious- 9I bottom:; 
wloch was wisely ordered by provideaioe, $eeing that he 
was a men of sedentary habits, and very averse to the 
idle lalxHir of walkij:]^. Hi&li^, though eloceeding short, 
utere sturdy in propoorticm) to the weight they had to sics^ 
tain ; so tlkst when erect he had not a little the ^Clear- 
ance (^ a ^robustious be^ barrel, i^anding on skids. His 
&C6, that inSdliUeindex of the mind, presented a vast 
expanseiperfec^y unfiirrowed or defcnrmed by any of those 
lines aiid angles^ whidi dii%ure the human countenance 
with what is termed expression. Two ^small grey eyes 
twmkled fec^ in di^e midst,- like two stars of lesser mag- 
nitude, iu a haeyfirmwiwt; and his foil fed cheeks, which 
seemed to haye taken toll of every thing that wait into his 
mouth, were curiously vottled and streaked with d»$ky 
red, like a Spitzenberg ^^le« 

^is haU^ !^ere as regular as his person. He daily 
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took hb finir steted ihiad% iffinqmati]^ matidy an Jxmr 
to ea<^; hesmokMl ^d doubts ieiglit hours, ^Klhe-sle^ 
the remainiiig^ twelve of the finar*4^id»tweAiyw Suc^ was 
the rraoiWH^. Wouter Yaa Twiller-^u« tpoe philosopher, 
for l&s nund was eithier deviled abovie, or trmquiUy set* 
ded below, the caves and p^)e»lies of this world* He 
had lived hi it Jbr yean, wiAottt feeting 4ie least ourionly 
to know wbedier the sun reycdved round it, or k tonnd 
tiie iun ; aiul he had even watdied for at leakt half a oeft- 
tmy, the smokje ctari&^ fromhis pipe to the oeflit^, with** 
out once troubling his headwiUi any of Aiose nunerous 
theories, by ^idiicfa a pfaUosofdier would have perplexed 
his brain, in acoouliting for its rising above the surround^ 
ing atmosphere; 

la his council he presided with great state and solenmity* 
He sat in a huge chair dfsdid oak hewn in the eelelnrated 
foirest of the Hague, fiibricated by an experienced Hm-^ 
merman c^ Amsterdam, and curioudy carved about the 
arms and feet, into exact imitations of gigantic eagW claws. 
Instead of a sceptre, he swayed a loi^ Turkish pipe, 
wrought with jasmm and amb^, which h^d been presaHed 
to a stadtholder of Holland, at theconclosion of a trea^ 
with one of the petty Baii^ary- powers, ht this stately 
tiait would. he sit, and this magmficent pipj^ would te 
i^nok^ shakily his r%ht knee with a constant moticn, 
and fixing his eye for hours together upim $l little print «f 
Amsterdam, wfaidi hung in a hiadL frame agaimt tlie <^ , 
posite wall of the council dumber. ' Nay, it has even 
been said, that when any ^^Uberation of extraordinary 
length and inMcaey was on the caipet, the renowned 
Wouter would absolutely shut his eyes for fESl two hours 
at a time, that he miglrt not be disturbed t^'^Ktemal ob» 
jects; and at such times the internal commotion of his 
mind, was ei4nced by c^tain ^regular guttoal sounds, 
which his admirers declared were merefy the n^se of 
conflict made by his ccmten&ig dodbts and opanions* 
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kvig^with infiiiitedliffioritrf 1 hove be«i|<eiiiibkd to^coT^ 
lect thes^ Inografiliicd aiMwdiite» of the guMt man uiid^r 
MiuictenAkir^ llie&ctB^espectaiighimwefe^ioacaltttredl 
iinditf^oe^ aiid«£vers rf^them sd ifuestkm^ie in. point of 
aiidMi^Giijry tfattt-I 'havehad 4x> give up tlie'seatx^k after 
man;^ frndideoUnerdie admission of^still move^ which wouM 
have tended to heighten the ooloufii^ of tu» portnaiCi' 

t hate been the mOTO'anKkydS to-deUliecMe^Mlj^tlt^ per- 
ifon «iidihaWft»'of4h€( reopwned Van Thriller, from Aa OM^ 
tMen^ion that he^ wb» nolonly Ihe first^^ but^^also^ tba^b^^ 
gofwwaoap tfiat ever presided oi^er iMstaninene and respee^ 
taMe province;' and so tranqnfl and- benevolent was his 
mgn, tlMt I do not fiiid- throughoiit the whole of it^ a siiiN- 
gle instimce of any offender being brought ta punishment^ 
-^a most indubitable si^ of a mercifiil governor, and a 
case unpiaraHeled, excepting in the reign of the flhistrious 
King Log, irom iR^jcwtn, it is' hintod^tiie renowned Vm 
Twilier was a tin^^kRseendfOit. 

Tine- very outset of Ae careeir of iliia excellent magis*> 
Ikrate^ Uke diat a[ Solomon^ or to spedc^more apptcfiriatitr 
ly, Uhe^ that of the iUustrioils governor of ]3aratiHia^ wtts 
difijiinguished by f»i example of legal acumen^ (hat gav^ 
flatterii^ presage 'of a wise «nd equitable ochninisHration. 
The very morning after he had been sc^emnly installed'iii 
office, and at the moment that he wa^ makii^ his bi^ak^- 
&st from a pro^^ioiis earthen dish, illed wil^ milk amd 
Indian pudding, he was suddenly int^rupted'by the ap- 
pearance of one Wandle Schoonhoven> a very^ important 
old buffer of New^ Amsterdam, who complained bitterly 
of one Barent Bleedca*, inasmuch as he fraudulently re^ 
filled to come to a setd^nent o( accounts^ seeing^ diat there 
was a heavy balance in fevour of the said' Wandle. Qoi, 
vemor Vap Twiller, as I have already obs^*ved, was a 
man of few words; hc^vas likewise a inortal enemy to 
multiplying writings, or being disturbed at his breakfast 
Havmg listened attentively to the statement pf Wandle 
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Scbocailu]/ven» giviog m bec^skmal gnmv m te dtoreBed 
a might)): iqpocHifiil df Indian pudding into hb fiAoofli-*^ 
ther as a sign that he relished the dbdhi^ or oonipi'dieiided 
the ^tcMj: he called unto him Ins coniitaUe, and pdHng 
oilt of Us breeches pocket a huge jack-knife, dec^patched 
it afteir the defendant as a sunmions, accompanied bj his 
tobacco box as a warrant. 

This summary process was as effectual in those single 
daySf as was the seal ring of the great Haroim AUraschklt 
among the true behevers. The two parties, bdii^ cMr 
froi^ed bdbre him, each produced a book of accoui^ 
written in a language and character that would have puz» 
zled any but a high Dutch ccNoomentator, or a learned de* 
cypherer of Egy^^ian obelisks, to understand. The sage 
Wouter took them one B&er the othear, and having poised 
them in his bands, and attentively counted over the num* 
ber of leaves, fdl straightaway into a very great doid^t, and 
smoked for half an hour without saying a word ; at length, 
laying his finger beside hb nose, and shutting his eyes for 
a moment, mth the air of a man who has just can^M; a 
subtle idea by the taQ, he dowly took his p^ from his 
mouth, pu£fed finrth a column of tobacco smoke, and with 
marvellouB gravity ai^ sol^nnity plronounced-^'that ha* 
ring carefiiUy counted over the leaves and weighed fl^ 
books, it was found, that one was justas thick and as he^i^ 
as the other*— thereferelt was die final opinion of die towrt^ 
that the accounts were equally balanced — ^therefcHre Wfoih 
dle shcnild give Barent a receqst, and Bar^sit should give 
Waiidle a reoeipt^-4md the ccmstable shoidd pay the costs. 

This decisi^m bemg straightway made known, <Mufl»ed 
g^ieral joy throughout New-Amsterdmi; for the people 
immediately peroaved, that they had a vary irise and eq^ 
table magistrate to rule ov4^ diem. Bift itii hi^iest i^feet 
was, that not another lawHsuk lode place throughout the 
whdie of his administration ; and the cSke of ccmiitftUe 
fell into such decay, that there was not one of jCbose^ kM^ 
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S0MI8 blown m the province for many years. I am the 
more particular in dwelling on this transaction, not only 
hecauae I deem it cme of the most sage and ri^teous jndg- 
meite on record, and wdl wordiy the attenticm of modem 
magistintes, but because k was a miraculous erent in the 
history of the renowned Wooter^— being the only time he 
was ever known to cmne to adecision, in the whole course . 
of his life. 



CHAPTER II. 

Coniaimng 90me aecouni of the grand Council of Nen^Awtsier* 
dam, 09 4ki$o dheri tipeeial good pkUoiopkical reatoni wl^ nm 
. AUenmm should bejai^'^mih other parUcuhri touching iha 
ttaU ofihe Promce. 

Ik treating of the early governors of the province, I 
most caution my readers against confounding ihem, in 
point of dignity and power, with those worthy gentlemen, 
who are whimsically denominated govemdrs in this en- 
)%htened repid)lic — a set of unhappy victims of populari- 
ty, who are in fiurt the most depei^ent, hen-pecked beings 
in the community— doomed to bear the secret goadings 
and corrections of their own party, and the sneers and re- 
viUngs of the whole world beside — ^set up, like geese at 
Christmas holidi^ tp be pelted and shot at by every 
whqister and va^bond in the land. On the conjtraiy, the 
Dutdi governors enjoyed that uncontrolled authority ves- 
ted in all ccmnnanders of distant colonies or territories. 
They were in a manner absolute despots in their little do- 
mains, lording it, if so disposed, over both law and gos-' 
p^ and accountable to none but the mother country; 
which, it is well known, is astonishingly deaf to all com- 
plaints against its governors, provided diey discharge the 
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Budii4ii^ of their ^ladon-HsqueeaEulg oi^.a good-Hream, 
Thw hint wUl be of in^rtancO) <to iprev^it .fluy Aveadeiv 
bom hmng. seized with doubt and increduli^ 'iyh9iie¥«K^ 
iarihie^^oors^ of .this autjhfiBtic Imtfxry^ they ^aneoimter the 
imtomttHioa ^ircwiastancfa. of a governor acting mth ^iIlde- 
l^etidenee, waad iu.(qprpo$itioala4h6 xqiii^^ cf die mvikdr 
tede* 

To. assist the -doubtful Wouter in the arduous iiyMFif»i|g 
of le^lation, a board of ma^trates was appointed, which 
presided immediately over the police* This potent body 
consisted of a schout or bailiff, with powers between thosd 
of the present mayor and aheidff ; five burgermeesters, who 
were equivalent to aldermen ; and five schepens, who o£S-« 
dated as scrubs, sub-devils, or bottle-holders to the bur- 
germetf^tfiirs, in the same manner as do asststant aldermen 
to their principals at the present day — ^it being their duty 
to fill the pipes of the lordly burgermeesters, hunt themar^ 
kets for delicacies for corporation dinners^ and to discharge 
such other little t)ip&ces of kindness, as were oecadicmally 
required. Jtwas^ moreover, tacidy understood) thoi^ 
not i^pecifically joined, 4hat they diouldconsid^ them- 
selves: as butts for the blunt wits of the buigenneest^esy 
9nd should laugh most heartily at all their jokes ; hut this 
last was. a duQr as rarely called in actioi» in those days as 
it is at.present, and was shortly remitted, in ccmsequenee 
of the tragical death of aiat little scbepen, who4ietua% 
died of suffocation in an unsuccessfiil e£brt to fbroe ala«|^ 
at one of burgermeester Van Zandt's best jokes. 

In return for these humble services, they wererperaout- 
ted to say, yes and no at the council board, and to have that 
enviable privilege, the run of the puUic kitchesi; bei^ 
graciously permitted to eat, and drink, and snud^e,^ at aU 
0iose snug junketingsapd public gormondizu^pi, jEbr whach 
the ancient magistrates were equally &mous with their more 
modem successors. Therpost of schepen, therefore^-^ke 
that of assistant alderman, was eagerly coveted by all your 
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biiigiieffsrof ArjCMfwdsscriptioii, wbafaiinea'hilgetelUi 
i^good feedings ^aUd an hiltttdeambitiQii to be great men, 
jfrrii smail w^«^wfao Ihirst after a ]Me IMcf antliorityy 
that sfaaQ rokkif fhem -theteEnnr of the aboj^dae :iffid the 
biidewdl— 4hat'BhaU^i»Ue tfien to kwd it. over obs^i»* 
oiis .{io/ferQr^ vagrant loce, onteaat prostitutioii, and Indt** 
gelTKbiTen dish<mestyw.that shall plaoe.in thetr hands the 
l^m^i but galling nGOwege of the law, and give to their 
b^ a hoimd-Jike pack of eatdipoles and biun*bailiffiHM« 
tenfold greater rogues thatt the culpHts thegn hmlt doWiii ! 
-*^y reiiders wiU ^icuie thb- sadden wannth, whidi I 
confess is unbecoming^ a graVehi^oiian; but I have -a 
irioftal antipathy to catchp<des, bum^baiKfis, and little great 
laen. 

The and^nt ilMgistrates of this ci^y corresponded with 
tliose of the fMresent time no less m form, magnitude, and 
intellect, than in pterog^ve and privilege. > The burgo- 
masters^ like our alderm^i, were genei^ally dioseto by 
wd^; and not cmly die weight of the body, bnt lU^ewiw 
tbe weight of the heiul. It is a maadm prjaeticalfy observed 
in all honeit^ (plain thinking, kvgtilar ddesythat an aldeiw 
mandioiMbe&t^*-iBnd the wisdom of this can bl^ proved 
to a eertainty. That the ^body . is in some measure tai 
image (tf'Ae mind^ ormdier that the mind is mocdded to 
the body, Uke boodted lead to^ the blay m which it is'cast, 
has btaa insisted on by many men of soieitee, who have 
aMide^kuinan natiire their pteuliar' stucfy. For as a learned 
^sntieman of our own city obseihres, « ^i^e is a ecnstani 
rdladmoi between the mcnralebahioter of all intdligent crea- 
tures, BaaA their physical'COnstltution«--bet#een[their habits 
and the stirueture of ?their bodies.'' Thus we see, that a 
lean,tqiaEe, diminutive body, iagenendly/ accompanied by 
a.p^ttlant, restleis, meddlibg mind, father the mind 
w^rs down.theb^y by its oontimial motion ; or else the 
body, not affinrdrng the nnnd-suffiisient house-room, keeps 
it eontinuaUy in a stale of fretftdness, tossing and worry-^ 
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kfeg dxmt^ fivm the nnemaintB9 of its sitiMitioii. Whereat 
your rmmif sleek, fii^ nnwieldjr periphery is erer attend* 
•d by a mind like itself, tiwiquU, toi^, radatease; and 
wi OMj alwi^s dbserve, that your well fed^ irdbustkms 
burghers are in general rery tenadoiis of thehr ease and 
eoinfeit; being great enemies to noise, discord, and dis* 
tmiMoioe: and surely none are more Iflcely to sti^y &e 
public tranquSlky duui those who are so catefol of theh* 
own* Who er^ hears (^fiit men heading a riot, or h^d«- 
ii^ together m turbulent mobs?— No— no— it is your lean, 
hungry men, who are oominuaHy worrying society, and 
setting the whole community by the ears. 

The divine Flato, whose doctrines are not sufficiently 
attended to by philosophers of the present age, allows to 
every man three souls : one immortal and rational, seated 
in the brainy that it may overiook and regriate the body 
—a second conmsting of the suriy and irascible pasrions, 
miiich, like bdliger^it powers, lie encamped around the 
heart-*^ thurd mortal and sensual, destitute of reason, 
gross and Inrutal in its propensities, and enchained in the 
bdly, that it may not diotturbthe divine soul, by its rav^ 
nous bowlings. Now, according to*dii» excellent theory^ 
what can be more clear, than that your &t alderman is 
most likdy to hove the most regular and weU conditioned 
mind* His head is like a huge, spherical chamber, con* 
toinmg a prodigious mass of soft brains, whereon the nn 
tional soul lies softly and snu^y coudied, as on a feather 
bed; and the eyes, which are the windows of the bed** 
chamber, are usually half closec^ that its lumberings may 
not be disturbed by external objects. A mind thus com* 
fbrtably lodged, and protected from disturbance, is mani- 
festly most likely to p«*fi>rm its functions with r^jjularity 
and ease. By dint of good feeding, moreover, Ae morw 
tal and malignant soul, which is confined in the belly ; and 
which, by itsraging and roarmg, puts die irritable soul in 
the neighbourhood of the heart in an intderaUe passicm, 
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siod thus-raider^ nieii an^ty and jquandbsKme when hmigiy 
-HB wsAfiebAy ^paci&edf silenced^ 9;$^ put to rest : wheve* 
xxpoa a hofi^ of honest good-Allpw qualities^ and kmd** 
l^arted aSkc^donSf vrbUik had lain pienhie, slyly peepii^ 
out of the loop-holes of the heart, findhig this Cai>«ni8 
asleep, do ^pSmk up their qurits, turn out one and all in 
tbdr ludyday suits, and gamlxd iqp and down the dia^ 
phragm— -diqiQsuig their possessor to laughter, good^ 
huskpur, and a thousand fri^^y oBces toward&his fellow 
BUNTtals. 

As a boaid <^magbtrates, formed en this model, thhik 
but yery little, they are the less likely to differ and wranglie 
$iHmt &Yourite opinicms; and as they generally transact 
boshiess li^on a hearty dinner, they are naturally disposed 
to be lenient and indulgent in the administration of their 
duties. Obarlesnagne was conscious of this, and therefore 
(a pkifol measure, for Which I can never forgive him) 
<»dered in fais^ cartularies, that no jndge should hdd a 
court of justice, except in the morning, on an empty sto- 
mach.— A rule which, I warrant, bore hard upmi aU the 
poor culprits in his kingdom. The more inilighten»l and 
humane generation of the present day, have ^en an op* 
posito course, and have so managed, that the aldermen 
are the best fed men m the community; feasting lustily 
en the fat things of the land, and gorging so heartily oys^ 
ters and turdes, that in process of time they acquire the 
aetiv% of the ote, and the form, the waddle, and die 
gfem &t cf the other. The consequence is, as I have 
just said; these luxurious feas^gs do produce such a dul« 
cet equanimi^ and rq)ose of the soul, rational and irra- 
tional, that their transactions are proveHbial for unvarying 
monotcmy ; and the profound laws, which they enact in dieir 
dozing moments, amid the labours of digestion, are quiedy 
snared to remain as dead letters, and never enforced, when 
awake. In a^irord, your feir round-bellied burgomaster, 
hl^e a foil fed masti£^ dozes quietly at the house-door, al-^ 
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vays at homey aod alirays athftiidto w»lch owr its safety^ 
but as. to ekcdng i^ leaa» meddling candidate to the office, 
, as has now andtheii b«den doiie^ I would as^ lief put a gi^y^ 
hound tO' watch Ae hpuse, op a pace-horste to dtag mi <m* 
waggon. 

The buigfnuasteradien^ a» X have already mention^ 
wece wisely chosen by weig^^ ^nd^ the schepens, &t timiaib^ 
ant aldermen^ were tq^^inted t^ lUtend upon then^ and 
help them ta emt; but the latt^, in tiie course c^ timei 'when 
they had been fed and fattened into sufficient bulk of body 
and drowsiness of brain, became yery el^bl^ candidates 
for the burgomasters' chmr; have &h*ly eaten themselves 
into office, as a mouse eats his wwf into a comfortaUe 
lodgement in a goodly blue-pnosedj^ skimmed miU^ New^ 
England cheese* 

Nothing could equal the profound deliberaitions Aat 
took place between the renowned Wouter, and these hi^ 
worthy compeers, unless it be the sage divans of some of 
our modem corporations. They would sit for hours smc^ 
ing and doling over public al^rs, without speakitig a word 
to interrupt that perfect stillness, so necessary to deep re^ 
flection. Und^ the sober sway of Wouter Va© Twills 
and these his worthy coa^tors, the in&nt settlement 
waxed vigorous apace, gradually emerging Grcm* ^ 
swamps and f(u*ests,. and exhibiting that mingled appear*^ 
ance of town and country, customary in new dtiesy and 
which at this day may be witnessed in the ci<y oi Wash^ 
bigton ; that immense metropolis, whidi makes so glorit 
<iii$,«i appearance cm paper* 

It was & pleasing s^ht in thos^ times> to behold the 
hcmes^. burgher, like a, patriarch of yore, seated on the 
bench at- the door of his white^washed house^ under the 
shade of some gigantic i^^m<N*e, or overhMiging willow* 
Here would he smoke his pipe of a sultry aftemckm, en- 
joying the soft southern breeze, and listening with silent 
gratuktion to the clucking c^ his hens, the chuckling of his 
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geese^ and die soiiorous gPMting of his swine; that com* 
himrtiim^if fiuhn-yird mdodjr, m^hieh may truly be said to 
have a silver Mind, inaniuch as it conveys H certain as^ 
SHranee c^]Hrofitahle mailLeting. 

Themodcm spectator, who wanders through the streets 
of this populous dty, can scarcdy form aki idea of the dif» 
ftient appearance they jnesented in the primitiye days (S£ 
the Doubter. The busy hum of multitudes, the shouts cf 
revefary, die rumbMng equiploges of fiislwin, the rattling of 
anmrsed carts, and aQ the 8][m5t>-grievii^ sounds of Enrtfwlr 
mg comment, were unknown in the settlement of New^ 
Aauteidam. The grass grew quietly in the highways; 
the Ueating sheep and firolicksome calves sported about 
the verdant ridge whei« now the Broadway loungers take 
their morning stroll; the cunning fox of ravenous wolf 
skulked in d» woods where now axe to be seen the dens 
of Gkmiez and his righteous fratenuty of money-^brokers ; 
and flodcs of vociferous geese cackled about die fields 
where now the great Tammany wigwam and the patriotic 
tavern of Martling edio with the wranglings of the nxd). 

In diese good times did a true and enviable equality of 
rank and property prevail, equally removed from die ar^ 
rdganee of weakfa, and the servility and heart-burnings of 
r^niag poverty ; and what in my mind is still more con- 
dudve td tranqtuUity and harmony among friends, a happy 
-eqaahtf ^ intellect was likewise to be seen. The minds 
of die good burghers of New Amsterdam seemed all to 
have been cast in one mould, and to be those honest, blunt 
sort of minds, which, like certain manu&ctures, are made 
by the gross, and ccmsidered as exceedingly good finr oom^ 
mon use. 

Thus it happens that your true dull minds are generally 
prrferred for public employ, and especially promoted to 
city honours ; your keen intellects, like razors, being con- 
sickred too sharp for common service. I know that it is 
4sommon to rail at the unequal 4istributbn .of riches ^as the 
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great source of jeak>tt8ie8^'!bffofls, 'and: heatft-heealdngs^ 
wh^eas for' my part, 1 verilj believ^ k ig like sad jneqsa^ 
lity of intelleet that prevaik^ tibat embroih txnnmiiBitieft 
more than any thing else ; and I ha^e remarked that your 
knowing pisople, who are sof much .wiser thto any body 
else, are etehially keepti^ aoeiety in a fermeht^ HappMy 
fer New<- Amsterdam notbii^of the kind was knqwn wiAin 
Sts walls— the "^i^ry wbrds^offleiytohig^ edtlc^tion^ tasl^ aQ^ 
ttalents, wer6 miheard of-«-*4i bdg^t geniustwas an Jddmal 
unknown^ a blue-stocking lady wbuld hai^heen ki^jatdcd 
with as mudi wcmder as a.homedfrog or ii-fieirp dragoni* 
No man in fiuct seeioed to. know more thah his iitig^boi^, 
nor any nlan to know muth: m:ore than in honest mitn 
ought to knbw, who has nobod/s butiiness'to mind but Ids 
own ; the parson and the council clerk were the only :mto 
diat could read in the c(»nmumty, and the sage tVdn Twil- 
ler always signed his name witli a cross. / 

Thrice happy and ever to be envied little Burg^ I existr 
ing in all the security of harmless insigmficanoe-vHinnoticed 
fuid unenyied by the world, without ambition, irfthout vain* 
glory, without riches, without learhing, and all thdr' train of 
carking cares ; and as of yore^ in the better dayis of ihan, 
the deities w^ne Wont to visit him on eartSi, and Uess his 
rural habitations; so we. are told,'in theja^van days of 
New- Amsterdam^ the good St Mehc^as would often make 
his appearance, in his beloved city, of a holyday.afternocm, 
riding jollily among the tree-tops^ or over the roofe of the 
houses, now and then drawing' fortii magnificent ptresents 
from his breeches pockets, and xiroj^ihg ttem down the 
chimneys of his favourites. . Whei^eas in these deg^ierate 
days of iron and brass he never shows us the light of his 
countenance, nor ever visits us, save one night in Ae year; 
when he rattles down the chimneys of the. descendants of 
the patriarchs, confining his presents merely to the chil- 
dren, in token of the d^fenecacy of the parents. 

Such are the comfortable and thriving effects of a fi^ 
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could neuM-pbi y jia se , itie^^^/e^Ja^ied^iksiif old Satumi) 
bad agaurcdmnwnced Ju& irdgp^* jalidicekiewed the day$ of 
jnimevdi jnn^lioaQi. ^Fote tfae^den age^issyfl.OvSdy waE9( 
totally ddsiiliitiBi of gold, ahdifi^^thatv^ reason ^oa call^ 
the golden age; that is, the hi^py and JGairtiiiiaif a^*-«> 
because the evUs produced by the precious metals, such as 
avarice, coyetousness, theft) ypine, usury, banking, note- 
shaving, lottery-insuring, and the whole catalogue of 
crimes and grievancefii jw^jr^'^^n^ pp^own. In the iron 
age there was abundance of gold; on that very account it 
wa« C9lleA,t^ij:v».^fge> ,}^^yi^^ h^^ups, the la^ 

bourse t;^^4i?«ei^^WiiAJ^\t^^i¥^rs^^^ by the 

thirst of gold. .^,.»V > ,. 

The genial days of Wouter Van Twiller, therefore, 
maiy 'inil}5rbe>^en»ed4b^rgoUi»v.iige} ^iomt liAlj. > iTh^Ce 
wtti^neittet>'|iul^e )^;»fiii^ nor piliiratet,.^^]ant^,|, 
Q«j|ihep>pM;id%«iftarisdct$^^fe^ prosecu^. 

itll^fis^Q^^agmy^ib^Ubi^^ loam 

aMlkled4d.;wii^ dittlbiibdsintea Jhe wa»lacky*^9iigfc^to 
hajtf^ <»r!negI[iG^edi&ii£lmpl^»sed, witikout asl^ig tib^^.opit, 
mOn^otl^iJteigbfaflMHbfr la tb^m db.y».Rdbody.<ineddlekl 
^»tk aQIH)(f3k()ibfi^e;hjl^^'c^^ ihnis^ hi» 

ftfloe /kiioxjfrfl^cx^c^riAfs affiurs |;':iior nc^ectedi toreoBsecfr 
faiax)mm: cohdiM^ti^pd: ^D^fbhn Juftio^ c)^aracta*,;in \m 
zeal do pulhitd piecesi the ;bhakacters.;of oll^er^jf but in a 
w^rd^ eveqr >t)ds|)ectable (eiiizen.ieat .wlp^en he^wtts inot> 
hutBgfyy.datank wfa^i he.was lidt/thirsty, and, went regvt* 
UuAy 1» bed [when the suii}set knd the ^wls w&ni to rqost^ 
whetber heiwereifileepy.ornoti all which tended sp. re^ 
markfiUy }to the population of the settlement, diat I am 
tcdd every duli&l .wife throu^out New- Amsterdam, made 
a p^int of always enriching her husband with at least cme 
cUld a year, ms^ veryioften a I^*ace : this superabundance 
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of good ^tsSngi oteariy'comtitata^ die tnie hamj of lil% 
ato»dii^ to tjie iivouriU Dittcii maadnv lluit ^^motoe tfam 
enough coniitittftes a feast/^ Every. dadgrdiesefiiK ^cnt 
on ti$BtAy B^*k'Ao^M'id^:*end inithe ^luiial ivwdseHM^ 
ployed by^Miilorians to^iekpreBS^ die: wetfare of a ooonlryv 
^ the profo«HideGit ifon^mUity wilder tpBH tre^ncd throuj^ 
ottttbeftroviiiee.''; 



CHAPtER IIL 

Itonf the (owh ofNeW'Amktetdkin'arbptmit 6fihild, and duitvtiif 
be martfelhfkifypdHshedandfo^e^'^'^ogeiker ndlh a piciute qf 
our greai greaf Grandfathers* 



MiniFOl^y at% the tastes gad ^u^otskioiis df the ^i^i^i^ 
tfiied Ulevati, itrho tum oitdr^die pages of history. jSowv 
there be whose hearts ai^ btnnfiil (rf* the yeast of couvigty 
sftd whose bosoms do work, and swell, and •fixM^ wkfc 
untried vafeur, like.a barrel of new cider, 'Or a trai]|4NMd 
eqytain, fresh frmn under the hands of Us taiioi'* This 
doughty class of readers can be satisfied with nothng but 
bbo^ battles, and horrihk ehcomters; they nii»t be 
ectttinuaUy stomu]^ finrb, sacking eitiesy q>ringing minoi^ 
narching iq» to themuoles of cannon, charging hq^onet 
Arouj^ erery page, and retelihig in guB|Miwder and cai^' 
nage. Others, who are of a less martial, btit aqpia%'ar« 
dent imagmadon, and whoj withal, are a Utile ffensn todv 
marvellous, will dwell widi wondrous sati^iedbn on den 
scrqpdons of prodigies, imheard oi events, faair-bveadth 
•scapes, hardy adventures, and all thoee airtonidiii^ nar* 
rations, that just amble aloi^ the boundary line (^poe»- 
iHlity. Adiird class, who, not to speak ^ghdy of them^ 
are of a lighter turn, and skim over the records of past 
times, as they do ov«r the edifying pages of a novels 
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iMmgtrH ocuiflagffrtioii^ milnieni, abd aU tlie odier«»t»«> 
liogUe of hidecnii oriioBs,! that Mke Oajjreniie h. cotikieryy J^ 
giire a pm^pncy imd AhroiDrto ^ke-didi d^tafl c^ bUtfxxrjf 
while;a^nrtii dass^ of aooni f^OidaqpUc ^haMls^ do^ dil^> 
gently pore iover thenmsiy chnmides of jfisM, to jnt^id*' 
gate the operations dfrtibe human inind^ and watob the 
gradual changes in men aod mansets^ eibcted bf the 
progre^ ofknowle^e, d»e vieissitiides of eventS|'oir;tlie 
infliiend€!df8ituatipn«r w • 

if the thi«e first dass^ fiiid but- itttle '^yterewi&al ia 
solaoe tth^tafidlTes in the tivnquil Bdga 'of:>Wouttr Van 
TwilleT) 1 entreat thi^n; to. exert their Ipslience Snt aivdule^ 
and hear witlx the tedious picture of hafqpinesS) furospeitQr^ 
and peao^ which my iduty aist a fiddifiil historilui cUigetf 
me to draw; and I pnkmiseihraiy thai as «ocm ari can 
pM«iU.y li^^ upon ao^'thing hoifflbl^ u]loDiimio% or im- 
poisiUe» it shall go hnrd, ^t I w31 make it fdHbrdtficm 
eBiertainlnent^ IMi l^iiuag proiiised, I turn widi< great 
eanDplaeeiicgr' to llie ){buHb class of n^ reiriers).' who are 
fiMfi^ oi^ if pofl^iUey iwumeii after my own hettt; gtwe^ 
philoa^jdiical^ and investigatijiig; fond of ' analyzitig duN 
saeter% of takingartortfinom fint caiuies^ and to knnlhig 
a naitioni' down» threbi^ aU.tfae nuizea of innoratkn and 
kufn^emt&t, Suc^ willnaturaUy beiiaxions to witi^^ 
ike Antidevelopement of the newly halched edony, and 
Ifae primki're manners and customs, prevaknt among'it!^ 
inhabitants, during the ludcycm reig^ of Van Twiller or 
the Doubter* 

I will not gsiere their patiance, however, by desorilMi^ 
minutely the increase and improvement of New-Amster« 
dam« Their own imaginations wiU doubdess present to 
them the good burghers, like so many pains-taking and 
persevering beavers, slowly and surely pursuing their la-« 
hours ; they will heboid tlte prosperous transibrmalion 
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&iiin:idie'nuki kg^ liiit!toitlie;flla^^ 
biacfcoftoi^fglfiiiedi'i^^ tiled nMit; i&cm file 

taogleddikketttiiliclaxHrito andfrooi' 

die riwHring 'fodian ^to the j^ondereus burgom^tefi* la^ m, 
wmd^ th^ iwiU* 'pkdkre to themsdv^ the stendy^ , sileai^ 
aiid) liAdemtirig'^maidi io praeperil^ -McidttBit >t0'a:ldty 
deatttiile of judde .tu*. ainbitiai^ dbetished by « fiact gcy^tem^ 
mtol^ ttid iRbose'Qitiaensido iiotUtij^>m:a him^ -^li 
>tiTlic[ sage.dduncil^>as has been mctttiQiied^a'pricediiig 
doiapter, not being JUe to^detekn^Vi^ii' 4hy plait ibr. 
the buildmg of theu: city; the cowsyiina> laudable fit of 
patiidtisniy took.ittitnder thdir pai^iila]^ dhofj^tiftidlas 
die^ went to fu^ firoht.pasturi^iest^Iished |)atiwUbLK^^ 
thi3.;biish6S,>oiL.eai^!8ide of:whicdi;dle'go<tei>fi>ltu»IbmK 
thcir.hoiffiesr«dii^:is one causjeiof die laihbUhg 'laid ]^i^ 
tairefii|tte' tiims! kidi iabjrrintiis, / n^cfa diitiiigiuidixiocriaiii 
ii2«el»of New-*^YarklatthisWeryiday^ 1 :.:: : : .vr/io oi n- 
-f:£ome) atimostJb^ noted,: wtioivrtxe strenubii$'pQi(rtiiaiH| 
of'Mydieto Te^ fir«Behfey (dr Ted Brobdi,) te^idu^ 
hk'planiof d^giiig banals waa not'adopted^imade'aiiseii^ 
piomito with, their iiK^linatiofeiSy by eMaMishinj^^^haniiffawi 
fxof'tki^ max^gins of ^seitireeks^and iikUt^ ^irlnc^iiiQeBii* 
deitedithrotigh; \taribiia .parts of the ground' la&i put £w iiht 
provement . Ta these tt»y .- be ipBiticid]M^.i jascvil^ithe 
fi»tsdtdeiiieiitctf£aroadHstmet^ :i^diidE»'oHgjnadly inua JDidk 
along. a creek^ that ran :iip» to: whatiat^preseHtiisrealkd 
iWall'^street ' The lower partkntei beousfr TeiTf^btaay and 
pepsdous; moA a^ ferry^-house **. wraa in.'procesis( of tink 
established ;at/the head of it'; bedg-^iUi that^'^y J ^called 
" the head of inland navigation." . i- jh < ' : . i 

The disoq)les of Mynheer Tough Bveciches, on the 



• This bouse has been several timtfs repaired^ and at presei^t is a 
small yellow brick house. No. 23, Broad-street, with the gable-end to 
thfe street, surmounted. with an htm rod, on n^ch, uiltil within thnee 
or aHir jwrs, a little ir^feny-bost oflicbited as i^eather-'Sock. 
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otber handy no less wterprising, 9aA ifo&lti^ indiuftrknif 
than their rivals, stationed themselves along the sh<^oeAQf 
(be rivjer, and laboured^ witk unexampliod perseviera^oe, 
in'-making littte docks and dykes^ from which oidgmatod 
that mukttiide of mud traps with which .this city i& fringed 
To these docks would the old butghem repair,; juait. at those 
hours wh^i^'the fidlingtide had 1^ the b^aoh uhOQvenA 
that they mi^t snuff up the ficagrant effluvia of iuud aJid 
mire; which they observed had a truly wholesome smd^ 
and reminded them of the canals of Holiahd. • To the Ji^ 
defiit^ble labours, and praiseworthy example of this ]af>- 
Hat cl^sa iji projectors, are we indebted lor the acres :df 
artificyd i^ound, on wMch several of our struts in the vi- 
dnity ^ibe rivers are binlt ; and which, if we may credit 
the assertions of several learned physicians of this^ city, 
ha;ve been nery efficacicNis in produdng the yellow feveTii 
The houses of the higher dass were generally construc- 
ted of wood, exciting thegable-^nd, which was of sxiiaU 
:bUu;k and ydlow Dutdi bricks, and always. &c^d on the 
istreei^ to'cmr.ancestors^ like their descendants^. Were very 
much.gteeh to outward show, and wecernotdd for putt^ 
ihe^'besi: leg finremost* The house was always fiu*iiikhed 
with abioM^de of large doors andamall winclows on every 
floor; tbe date of its erection was curiously designated by 
iron jBgures on the front; and on the top of the roof was 
perched:a:fi0rce little weathert-cook, to.kt the.&milydnto 
the important secr€ft^ which way the wi^dd blew. Thesie^ 
l&e the wei^herH2od£sr on the tops of our stec^W, pfodni^ 
so maiQ!;diflerent ways, that e^ry man could baveawind 
i0 his mind ; and you would have thought 6ld JEoLusl had 
set all hi& bags of wind adrift, pell-^mell, to gambol aboiit 
this windy metropolis ; the most staunch and loyal citU5en% 
)iowever, always went according to the we^tther-cock tin 
the top of the governor's house, which was certainly the 
most correct, as he had a trusty servant employed every 
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monung to dimb i^ and point it whichever wi^ the iwiud 
Hew. 

In those good days of simplicity and sunshine, a fiassMm 
finr cleanliness wa& the leadiilg prindide in domestic eco<- 
jMnny, and the universal test of an able housewife: a 
diaract^ which fonned the utmost ambiti<Hi of our iinen- 
fightened gran&nothers* The front door was never opened 
^except <m marriages, fimeralsy new-year's-days, the festival 
4>f St Nichdas, or some such great occasion* It was 
^xnamented with a gorgeous brass knocker, curiously 
wrought, somedmes into the device of a dog, and some- 
times of a lion's head; and was daily bumLdied with such 
religious zeal, that it was oft times worn out by the v^ry 
inrecautions taken for its preservation* The wh(de house 
was constantly in a state of inundation, under the disdp'- 
line of mops and brooms, and scrubbing-brui^es; and the 
good housewives of those days were a kind of amjphibious 
anknal, delighting exceedingly to be dabbling in water*— 
insomudi, that an historian of the day gravdy tells us, diat 
many of his townswomen grew to have webbed &agers 
like ui|tD a duck ; and some of them, he had little doubt, 
could the matter be examined into, woukl be found to 
have the tails of mermaids ; but this I look upon to be a 
mere sport of &ncy, or what is worse, a wilM misrqpre*- 
sentation* 

Hie grand parloar was the sanctum sanctorum, wh&tt 
the passion for ckanii^ was indulged without control. In 
iMs sacred apartment no one was permitted to enter, ex- 
<»^)dng the mistress and her confidei^al maid^ who visited 
it once a vrefk; for the purpose of giving ita thorough 
ckaning, and putting thmgs to rights; always taking the 
piiecauticm <^ leavij^ their shoes at the door, and ^iterii^ 
devoutly on their stoddsog feet* After scruUbing the floor, 
sprinldii^ it with fine white sand^ which was curiously 
stroked into angles and curves, and rhmnbcwds, with a 
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broom— ^after washing the windows, rubbing and polish- 
ing the fomiture, and patting a new bunch of eyergreen^ 
in the fire-pkoe; the window-shutters were i^;ain closed 
to keq> out the flies, and the room carefully locked up 
imtil the revolution of tim^ brought round the weekly 
cleaning day. 

As to the fiunily, diey always entered in 9( the g^tc^ 
and most generally lived in the kitchen* To have seen ^ 
numerous household assembled around the fire, one would 
have imagined that he was transported back to those hap^ 
py days of priineyal simplicity, which float before our imar 
gioations like golden visions* The fire-places were of a 
truly patriarchal magnitude, where the whole fiiAoily, old 
and young, master and servant, black and white, nay, even 
the very cat and dog enjoyed a community of privilege^ 
And had each a prescriptive right to a comer. Here the 
iold burgher would sit in perfect silence^ puffing Jiis pipc^ 
looking in the fire with half shut eyes, and thinking pf no- 
thing for houifs together; the goede vroi^w on th^ oi^x>- 
site side would en^pfoy herself dilig^tly in spinn^lg her 
yam, or knitting stockings. The yoi^ng folks would crowd 
around the hearth, listening with breathless attention to 
some (^ pfone ^f a negro, who was the oracle of the &- 
mily ; and who, perched like a raven in a comer of the 
chimney, would croak forth for a long winter aftemooii 
a string of in$;rediUe stories about New-England wit^jiesj 
grisly ghosts; iHMr^es without heads; and hairb^readth es- 
ci^>es, and Uoody encounters among the Jpdians. 

In those hi^y days a weU regulated fiMnily always rosfi 
wi& the dawn, dined at deven, and went to bed at siin 
down. Dinner was invariably a private meal, and the &t 
fM burghers showed incdntestable tp^ptiHUs Qf disappro- 
bation and uneasiness, at being surprised by a visit fix>m 
A nd^bour on such occasions. But though our wcnthy 
^moestors were thus singularly averse to giving din^er^ 

P 
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y6t ihey kept up the social bands of mthnafcy by occaskni'^ 
al banquetdhg^, called te£t parties. 

As diis is the first intlrodtiction of those ddectable or^ 
^es, which have since become so fashionable in this dt]^ 
1 iaiii conscious my lair readers will be very curious to re^ 
ceive information on the subject Sorry am Ij thiU; thtete 
^irfU be but litde in my desferi|)tion calculateil to exdte their 
adiniratibh. I can neither delight thekn with accounts of 
kit£R)cating crowds, hc^^brilliaiit drawing-rooms, not tower- 
ing fisathers, hor s^^idihg diamonds, nor iiftmieasurable 
trains. I can detail no chbice aiiecdbtes of $cdikl^^ fi^ 
in those pr&nitiVe times the simple folk Ve!r^ e^er too sta*- 
pid, or too gbotl hatured to puU each other's characters to 
pieces: nor caii I furnish any whimsical anecdotes of brag; 
how one lady cheated, *or ahother botihced into a passioa; 
for as yet there was no jtinto of dillcet old ^wttgers^ who 
met to imi each other's money, add lose theit own t^npers 
at a card-table. 

These feshionable partis w^re generally cbni^ned to 
the higher classeis, or noblesse, It^at is to slay, stlch as kept 
their 6^ cows, iand drove dieir own Waggons. Tlie.comh 
pany commonly assembled at Ihree o'clock^ md went a>* 
way about sk, miless it Was in Witftet timte, when the fe*- 
shionable hoUfs were k little Wlier, that die IcUlies mi^xt 
get home befbk^ (&rk. I dO nbt find thaJt ^y ev^ tneeit- 
'^ ttieir company tb Iced 'Ci^eamife, jellies, <»r i^abobs c <rr 
regaled them with knusty a^onds, mo^dy raisins^ or sour 
oranges, aS is bftdn dbhe ih the pt^sent vige ^ refinesnent. 
t)ur ancestors Werie fbWd of more sturtly, ^iibistantild fcre. 
The tea-table was ci'oWned wfth ii huge^rthen dish, Wdl 
stored with slices of fet ^btk, feted bk*oWn, cut up into m<^ 
sels,' and swimming in grkVy. Th^ company beii^ s^ted 
around the genial bb^ihl, and each furnished With a fork, 
evinced then* d^terity in launching at the fiutest ^eccs 
hi diis hiighty di^ : ih much the ^ameitaasiiner as isaikrs 
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lia;i7pp(m porpoMjes ^ pea, pr our Indiam^ sp^ar sa|mQn ia 
the lakes. Sometu^es the table was graced widi immei^ 
api^b-pies, Of sau;cers fiill of pi'eserved peaches and pe^j 
but it \fBs always i^ure tq boast an enormous dish of balli^; 
<^ siye^teoed dough, fried in hog's &t, ; and called dpugl^ 
nutS) or oly kpek^: a delicious kind of cake, at present 
scfMTce Jcno^m in this (Atyy excepting in genuine Dutch fii^ 
mijii^s, ' 

The tea was served out of a pnajestic ^If tearpot^ Qni»- 
mented with paintings of fajt little Dutch shepherds and 
sl^e^^rdesses, tending pigs-rrWith boat$ sailing ii^ the air, 
1^ h^ses built in the clpuds, and sundry Qtbeir ingeiaj^ 
QUP Putch fiinitasies, Thie beaux distipguinh^ them$elYie$ 
by jtheir a4rcn|tne$^ in r^lm^niig this pot, jBrom a hi^ 
ccrpper Je^-jk^fele, ^biph yould h*ye mad/e tb^ pigmy ija«ir 
c^M^nies qf these diege^i^rate dayi» m&^ la^r^y to {pok al 
i^ Tp swe^etep the beverage, ^ lump of si^ar waa ImA 
l^e^ide leaph cup-mafwJ the j?<wppany altprqa^y mbWed (MOid 
ifipp^d tdfitji gi;e;ajt>dQqorum9 iwtil an impr^v^^oi^t :vfia$iii)r 
tl-pdi^ce^ by^ ^hi^wA and,^\ppnQjJiic old ;lady, whji^h 5«^ai5, 
^0 to^pend a J^ge Jufflp directly oyer the te^t^^l^ by.9> 
string from the ceili|ig, Sjp tha|^ it ppu^ be i^^mng fyssxx 
mouth to mouth — an ingenious expedient, which is still 
kept up by some families in Albany ; but which prevails 
without exception in Communipaw, Bergen, Flat-Bush, 
and all our uncontaminated Dutch villages. 

At these primitive tea-parties the utmost propriety and 
dignity p{ deportn^ent prevailed. No flirting nox opquet- 
ting-r^no gambling of old ladies, nor hoyden chatt^dng 
and romping of young ones — ^no self-satisfied struttings of 
wealthy gentlemen, with thieir brains in their pockets; nor 
amusing jco^pic^i^, apii ^ipnkey ,dive;tisieQ^€||its pf ^mart 
yoyng |;entl^;m,eA^ with np brains .|tt ^all. : Qpi. the ^ccaUTaiy, 
tJbte ypung ladies eeat^ themj^dyes dcawjrely ip th^i^ msh'- 
t(pt(tpii>ed chairB, apd knit their ,ow^ wpollen ^stpipkin^; 
ni» ever op^ftf^ fjm^ lips, es^qeptmg to ^y yah Msp^hner^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



11« HISTORY Of 

or yah ya VnmWi to any questicm that was asked them i 
behaving) m all things, like decent, well-educated dam^ 
seU. As to the gentlemen, each of them tranquiUy smoked 
Us pipe, and seemed lost Ih contemplation (^the bhie and 
white tiles, with which the fire places were decorated ^ 
wherein sundry passages of scri{>tui« were piously pour- 
trayed : Tobit and his dog figured to great advantage ; 
Haman swung conspicuously on his gibbet; and Jonah 
appeared Jnost manfully boundng out of the whale, Hke 
Harlequin through a barrel c^fii^e. 

The parties broke up without noise and without confu- 
skm? They were carried home by their own carriages, 
that is to say, by the vehicles nature had provided them, 
excepting such of the wealthy, as could afford to ke^ a 
waggon. The gentlemen gallantly attended thdr fair ones 
to their respective abodes, and took leave of them with a 
hearty smadc at the door : which, as it was an estaUished 
piece of etiquette, done in perfect simplicity and honesty^ 
of heart, occasioned no scandial at that time, nor should it 
at the present — ^if our great grand&thers approved of the 
custom, it would argue a great want of reverence in theiif 
descendants to say a word against it* 



CHAPTER IV. 

Cmdrnmng further pariictdarn tfthe Golden Age, and what con* 
itiMed a fine Lady and Gentleman in the days qf Waker the 
DoMer. 

In this dulcet period of my history, when the heaute* 
<ms island of Manna-hata presented a scaie^ the very cotm- 
terpart of those glowing pictures drawn of the golden reign 
id Saturn, there was, as I have before observed, a haj^ 
igiMnnnce, an honest simplicity prevalent among its iahBh 
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bitiBits, whidi, were I even able to d^kt, would be but 
&tle understood by the degenerate age for which I am 
docmed to write. Even thefemale sex, those arch inno-' 
vators upon the tranquillity, the honesty, and grey-beard 
customs of socie^, seaned for a whQe to conduct them- 
sdves with incredible sobriety and comeliness, and indeed 
bdiaved almost as if they had not been sent into the world 
to bother mankind^ baffle philosophy, and iConfound the 
tmiverse. 

Their hair untortured by the abominations of art, was 
scrupulously pcxnatumed back from their foreheads with 
a candle, and covered with a little cap of quilted calico, 
which fitted exactly to their heads. Their petticoats of 
linsey wo<dsey were striped with a variety of gorgeous dyes, 
rivalling the many coloured robes of Iris — ^thou^ I must 
confess tl^se gallaiit garments were rather short, scarce 
reachii^ below the knee; but then they made up in the 
ntmiber, wfaidi generally equalled that of the gentlemen's 
small-clothes; and what is still more praise-worthy, they 
Were aU of their own manufacture— of which circumstance, 
as may wdl be suj^sed, they were not a little vain. 

These were the honest days, in which every woman 
staid at home, read the Bible, and wore pockets — aye, and 
that too of a goodly size, &shi<med with patch-work into 
many curious devices, and ostentatiously worn on the out-« 
skle* These, in fiict, were convenient receptades, where 
all good housewives carefully stored away such things as 
they widied to have at hand; by which means tfa^ c^lea 
eame to be incredSidy a*ammed — and I rem^ber there 
Was a story current when I was a boy, that the lady of 
Wouter Van Twiller once had occasion to empty her right 
podLet in seardi of a wooden ladle, and the utensil was 
discovared lying among some rubbish in one comer; but 
we inust not. give too much fidth to all these stories, the 
anecdotes of these remote periods being very subject to 
vxaggeratioii. 
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B^dde^, thes^ notabk pockets^ they like^we woria nm^ 
sors jEUtd piacu$}u(His suspended frcm ^eir g^4l^ by ri^ 
rikb«ind% or iupm>ng the more |[q)iil^nt and shioivy icl^^se^y 
l^ bca9$, a^d'jeyen silFer chains-r4odubi^lde toka^ of 
th]d% bQi)«ewives fu^d industrious spinsters-r-I cannot Sftjr 
iftuch m vindic{|.tio4 ^ the.shortne^ of the petHa^oats ; ft 
4oubde6S wa3 ioitroduoed for the purpose of givbig tb? 
utockmgs a .cimice to be seen, iwhich were generally €£ 
blue worsted with magnificent red clocks— -or perhaps to 
display » wdUt-rUumed ankle, and a neat though sen^able 
ft^ ml c^by a high-heeled leatbwn shpe, with a larg» 
aod splendid silver buckle. Thus we find that the gende 
S0K ID, aU ages, have shpwn the same disposjiion toinfiricige 
^ ]ittle upon the laws of decorum, in order jto betray 9 
kunfcing t>eau^, or gratify an innocent love of fineiy. 

From the sketoh here giy^^ it will be seee, that our 
gOfNi giyandflftathers differed considerably in their ideas fif 
a fym Sginr^ from their scantily dressed deiscendwfef of 
1^ presi^ day. A. &ie lady^ ift those times, iv^^aiijdi^ad fXQr 
dex more <iothes» leven on « Hair summer's day, i^ma worM 
have plad the whole, bevy of ^ niodet^ ball rpoua. Nor 
rrgm iii^y the less adikiired by the gentlemen in «0nse- 
quenoe thei^. Ouihe cpnti^iy, the^gr/eainess of ^ loye^s 
pas$i«» >seemfid to increase i» pr<^portio» to the wagmtjiAe 
c^its objeet^^taud a volmninous damsel, ^arrayed Jto a dcm» 
of ipotticoatsi was declared by a low JDntch scwiette^Xtf 
the jpjvovince, to be mdiant as a aunflower, md lteuri^»t 
as ja fidlrbloiwin icabbage. /Certain it is, th9t in tfjose days, 
Ibe heart of a lover could not oc^tam moine thm one lady 
at a time; whereas the heart of a modecn .gaUantt hss often 
Doom i^QK>ugh to acQwunodatelialf a do0ai ; the reaston .0f 
wJudh 1 conclude to be, that dither jthe hearts of the gfa»- 
tiemen Jiave grown larger, or the persons of the ladies 
smaller; ithis however is a question foor physiolqgists 4x» 
deternpine. 

But there was a secret charm in these pediU»ats,;¥r]|ui^ 
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to doubt ^irtered into tfie consideratioii iof the prodetit 
gallants. The wardrobe of a lady was in ihose days hei* 
only fortune; and she who had a good sixxk of pettieoats 
and stockii^, Was as absolutely an heii^esfiaa is:a Kjuiits- 
chatka damsd with a store of bear-skins, or a Laplahd 
bdle with a fdenty of rein-deer. The ladies, dierefive, 
were very anxious to display these powerM attractions to 
ih6 grieatest advantage ; and the best rocttns in the hous^ 
instead of being idcmied with caricatures of dame natui^ 
ill water colours and needle-work, were always hung romd 
imj&i abundance of homespun garments, the manu&cturi 
and the property of the females— a piece of laudable os^ 
tentation that stiQ prevails among the heiresses of our 
Dutch vilk^ges. Such were the beauteous bdles of the 
ancient city of New- Amsterdam, rivallmg in primeval 
dmo^licity of manners the r^iowned and courtly dames, so 
loftily sung by Dan Homer-^who tdls us that the prin« 
cess Nailsicaa washed the fiunily linen, aiul tbe finr Pene^ 
Jo^ w^ve her own petticoats* 

The gi»itlemen, In &ct, who figured in the dreles of 
Ibe g;ay world in these ancient times, oorresponded) ut 
mo^t piarticulars^ with the beauteouB damsels whose smil^ 
ibey were ambitious to deserve* Tru6 it is, tibeilr m^ts 
would make but a very inconsiderate im^Mressioa upon the 
heart of a mdd^m fidr ; diey heidier drove their curricks 
nbr sporti^ &eir tandem% for as yet those gaiidy vdndes 
w&e not 'even dreamt "oii neilhei: did tbey distinguiak 
* Aemseltes by tiieir briBitibcy at the table, and Ihdr oob>- 
seapkeioft rencontres with watchmen; fer our forefiuthers 
wieffe *of too pacific a disfk)siti6n to need those guardians of 
4be n^t^ every soul thrcnighout the town being in AiH 
snore before nine o'clock. Neither did they estaUidh th^ 
•daims ^ futility at the ^qpense of theit tailors^ fer ad yet 
thbbe ofiendeibs against dte podcets of society, and the tran«- 
^^pidllity t)f ail asfdring yoimg ge»tteme% we^e unknown ib 
New^Afllsiberdam; evei:^ good hoasewife made tke clothes 
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of her husband and fiunily, and even the goede vrouw of 
Van Twiller himself thought it no diqmragement to cut 
out her husband's linsey woolsey galligaskins. 

Not but what there were some two or three youngsters 
who manifested the first dawnings of what is called fire - 
and spirit. Who held all labour in contempt; skulked 
about docks and market-places; loitered in the sunshine; 
squandered what little money they could procure^ at hustle- 
cap and diuck-&rthing; swore, boxed, fought cocks, and 
raced their neighbours^ horses — ^in short, who promised to 
be tlie wonder, the talk, and abomination of the town, had 
not their stylish career been unfortunately cut short, by aa 
affiiir of honour with a whipping-post. 

Far odber^ however, was the truly &shionable gendeman 
bf those days'^his dress, which served for both morning 
and evening, street and drawing room, was a linsey wooU 
sey coat, made, perhaps, by the fair hands of the mistress 
of his affections, and gallandy bedecked with abimdance 
of large brass buttons. Haifa score of breeches height«- 
ened Ae proportions of his figure — ^his shoes were deco- 
rated by enormous copper buckles — a low crowned broad 
brimmed hat overshadowed his burley visage, and 1^ hair 
dangled down his back in a prodigious queue of eel skin. 

Thus equipped, he would manfiilly sally fcMth with pipe 
in mouth to besiege scHue fkir damsel's obdurate heart-*- 
not such a (Hpe, good reader, as that which Acis did swe^lj 
tune in praise of his Galatea, but one of true delft mamii^ 
fiicture, and fiirnished with a charge of firagrant Cow-pea 
tobacco. With this would he resolutely set himself down 
before the fortress, and rarely &iled, in the process of time, 
to smoke the fair enemy into a surrender, upon honouri- 
able terms. 

Such was the happy reign of Wouter Van Twiller, ce- 
lebrated in many a long-forgotten song as the real golden 
age, the rest being nothing but counterfeit coj^per-washed 
coin. In that delightfid period, a sweet and holy cahn 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NEW-YORK- Wl 

reigned over the whole province. The burgomaster 
smoked his pipe in peace — ^the substantial solace of his 
domestic cares, after hertlaily toils were done, sat soberly 
at the do<jr, with her arms crossed over her apron of snowy 
. white, without beii^ insult^ by ribald street-wa&^ra or 
vagabond boys — those uiducky urchins who do so infest 
our streets, displaying under the roses of youth, the thorns 
and bfi^s bf iniquity^ Then it was that the lover with ten 
breeches^ and the damsel wi& petticoats of half a ctcorey 
indulged >in all the innocent endearments <^vii^iioas loye, 
without fear/ and without refNroach, for what had that JFir»<> 
tue tofear, which was defended by a shield of good Unfiey 
woolseys, equal at least to the sev^a bull4udes of the in* 
yincibJe Ajax ? 

Ah bUssful, and never to be forggtten age 1 when every 
thing was better than it has ever been since, or ever will be 
again— -rwhen Butterinilk channel was quite dry at low water 
•7— wh^i the shad in the Hudson were all salmon: and when 
the nloon sl^one with a pure and r^s^endent whitenesi^ 
instead of that mehuich(dy yellow light, which is the con- 
sequence of her sickening at the abominations i^e every 
night witnesses in this deg^ierate city 4 

Happy would it have been for New^ Amsterdam could 
it always havee^ted in this state of blissftd ignorance and 
lowly simplicity; but, alas I the days of childhood are too 
sweet to last ! Cities, like men, grow out of them in time^ 
and are doomed alike to grow into the bustle, the cares, 
and miseries of the world. Let no man ccmgratulate ham^ 
self, when he beholds the chikl of his boscrni, or the city of 
his birth, increasmg in magnitude and importance— let the 
history of his own life teach him the dangers of the <me, 
and this history of Manna-hata convince him of the calav 
jinities of the other. 
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CHAPTER V. 

In wkkk ttfe remkrii bejguUedini^adekcia^ whwk^iOi 

very ^ffenmtlgf rem iifkatU^ * 

In ilie year of one Lord, <me thousuid eight himdred 
and buTf on a fine aftemocm^ in the ^wing month, of 
Seplember^ I todt my cnstomofy walk upon, die battay^ 
wfidch 18 at cmcediepride and bfolwaric of this ancientand 
ii^negnablecityirf'New-Tofrk. I remember. weU the. sea^ 
8011^ &r it immediatdy preceded that remaikably cold 
winter, in which our sagacious corporation, in a £peak of 
eeonomidal pMlanthrop]^ pulled to pieces, at an ^qi^ise 
of several hundred dollans, the wooden ramparts, which 
had cost them seyernl thousand; and. distributed the rotten 
fragments, which were worth considerably leas Ihannothing^ 
among the ahiveringpoor<^ the city. Nevw,nncethe&D 
of the walls of Jeridn)^ or the heaven4milt hattlCTients of 
Troy^ had there been knowp sudh ad^moUtion-^nordidit 
go unpunished ; multitudea were blinded^ in Tain^attempte 
tp imidra themaelvea wann, with tins charitaiMe sufa^tute 
for fire-wood ; and an qudanic cxHnplaint.of soi« eyes was 
moreoyer produced^ ¥^ch has since recurredteveiy wbh 
ter, partioulariy among those who undertake to bum ro(«* 
ten logs*— who warm themsdvies wkh.the ohaiilyof othera 
<«*or wboi use patent chimneys. 

On the year and month just des^aitecli, did I take my 
accustomed' walk, of medttotiim, on. that seme batteryv 
which, though at present no battery, fiimislKs the most 
delightful walk, and ccmuuanda the ndblest prosfKct in 
the whole known world. The ground- cm which I trod 
was hallowed by recollections of the past, and as I slowly 
wandered through the long alley of poplars, which, like so 
many birch brooms standing on end, difiiised a melandioly 
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MKi^igiibrioiis shsde^ my imagmatioii drew a txmMttft 
betv^en the ^urromidiiig scenery, and what k was in the 
dassic ftays mi our fbrelkdkers* Where the govemment 
hous^^name, b«t die ^oustom-house by oceopaliony 
proudy reared its^bfid^ wafls and wooden fHllars, there 
wfaikxme stcfod the*low bv^ substantud red-tiled man»on 
of the renowned Wonter Van Twiller. Around it the 
raigh^ balwarics <tf Ibrt Amsterdam fiowned defiance to 
efvery absent fi)e; hot, lOcemany a whtdLeredwanicH-and 
galfanit militia captain, coi^Md their martial deeds to 
fiNiim& alone; alas! those thieatenmg bidwarks had httig 
snce been ssqpped by time, and Uke the walk <^ Carthage, 
pres^ated no traces to the inqoirit^ eye of the antiquarian. 
The mad breast^^works had long been levdled with the 
eaeth, and thdbr »te ccmverted into the green lawns and 
leafy *aUeys 'of die battttry ;^ where the gay ap|H^entice sport- 
ed his £hmdqr coat, and tlie kborions medianic, rdyieved 
from the dhrtaoididnKlgery of the week, ponredhisweddy 
fitle-^tf kve into the half^T^^ted ear erf* the sentnnental 
chandbermaid. The capacious bay st^ presetted the same 
expansiTe sheet of water, stmided with idands, sprinkled 
with fiddng^boats, and bounded by shores of pidmresque 
iMooi^. Bat 4he Jdark forests which once dothed these 
diores hadi>een vioiatod by the savage hand of culttvatioii, 
land tfaetritangled siaaes, and impeneCrdde tUdkets, had 
degenerated da^ deeming onwards aaad waving fields of 
igrain. (Gv<m Governors Island, once a sauling garden, 
appertamsng to the sovere^;as of the province, was now 
covered with forttteations,. indodng a tremendous block- 
bouse— ^so diat dds onoe^peao^d idand resemUeda fiei9oe 
littie wanrior ki a b^ cocked haft, brei^iing gmapowder 
and defiance to the world I 

For some time did I Mulge in this pendve traki of 
thooght; contrastii^ in sob^ sadness, the present day 
witli the hallowed years b^ond the mountains; lamenting 
die melanchdy progress of m^i^ovement, ami ptaMng the 
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Kaii with which oidr worthy buigheM endeayoiir tapm» 
«€{rve the. wrecks of venerable eustcxns, prejudioes^ and 
eiTor^, from the overWhelnuBg tide of modem inno^tiiiHb*^ 
when by degrees my ide»s took a different tum^^ii^ I in* 
sensibly, awaked to an ei^Joymi^Eit of the ]peaulies around me« 
, , It WjEis one of those rich awjMmjual 'days wUck Jhea^ea 
particularly bestows upon the beHtnteous island of Maimft^ 
hata and its viciiuty^-not a floating doud obsciired the 
i^sc^re firowunent— tlie sun^ rollitig in glorious q)lendour 
through hi^ ethereal course, seem^ to espazid his fai»iest 
Dutdi countenance into an unusual expresidon of bene* 
vcdence, as he smiled his evening salutation upon a dly, 
which he delights to visit with his most bounteous bemns: 
the Very Wuuls seemed to hold in dieir breaths in mute at- 
tention, lest they should ruffle the tranquillity of the hoar 
— and the waveless bosom of the bay presented a poliiBhed 
mirror, in which Nature behekl herself and smiled. Hie 
standard of our city, which, like a. choice handkerchief is 
xeserved for days of gala, hung motionless on the£ag^sta£^ 
which forms the handle to a gigantic chum; and even llie 
tremulous leaves of the poplar and the aspen, whidi, like 
the tongues of the immortal sex, are seldom stall, now 
ceased to vibrate to the breath of heaven. Every thu^ 
seemed to acquiesce in the profound rq)ose of naturew 
The formidable eighteen pounders slept in the embvazures 
of the wooden batteries, seemin^y gathering fresh strci^gdi 
to fight the battles of their oountryonthenext 4Chof July 
»^the soUtary drum on Governor's Island fotigot to call 
the garrison to their «Aove& — tl;i6 evening gun had not yei; 
s(HU¥led its signal, for all the regular, well mtoiing po«ib- 
try throughout the country, to go to rooat; and.tfae fleel 
of canoes, at anchor between Qibbet^Island and Gommut 
nipaw, slumbered on their rakes, und su£fei^ the innocent 
oysters to lie for a while unmolestedf in the soft nmd of 
their native banks I My own fedings sympathined mAk 
the contagious txiuaquillily, and I should infiiUibly have 
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4m^xipaa^6rlexflSiid&e fr^g^iefits of bodies, which oer 
beneyolent mdgistiiates have prcmded for the J)enefit of 
convalescent loungers, had not the extraordinary inconve- 
mcsic^ointb^ coi^ set all repose at defiance. 

: In the nridsrt; of this soothing slumber of the soul, my 
fittention was attracted to a blac^ speck, peering above the 
western horizon, just in the rear of Bergen steepk^—gra^ 
dually it augments and ov^l^gs the woiild-be cities 6f 
Jersey^ Horsimiis, and Hobok^i, which, like three jock:- 
eys, are stiotii^ on the OHirse of existence, and jostling 
each other at the commencement of the race. Now it 
skirts the long shore of anoieiit Pavonia, spreading its 
wide shadows from tiie high settl^nents of Weehawk quite 
to the lazaretto and quarantine, erected by the sagacity of 
our polke, for the emban^ssment of commercement— 4ioW 
it dimbs the serene vault of heaven, cloud rolling over 
doud, like successive billows, shrouding the orb of day, 
darkening the vast expanse^ and bearing thunder and hail, 
4Uid tempest in its bosom. Hie earth seems agitated at 
the confrision c^the heav^is-^^e late waveless mirror iis 
lashed into fimous waves, that roll their broken surges in 
kollow munmsrss to the shore — the oyster-boats, that erst 
■sported in the pkoid vidnity €£ Gibbet-Island, now hurry 
affirighted to the shcMre-^-die late dignified, unbending pop- 
lair, writhes and twists before the merciless Uast-'-descend- 
Jng tcHT^its of ^aiching rain and sounding hail dduge the 
battery-Walfc, Ae gates are thronged by 'prentices, servant 
maids, and little Frendtimen, with their podcet faandk^- 
dtie& ov€sr .tiheir^hats, scampermg from the storm — the 
late beauteous prospect presents one scene of anarchy atsd 
wikl uproar, as though old Chaos had resumed his reign, 
and was hurling bac^, into one vast turmoil,' die c<mflicl- 
ing elements of nature. Fittwy to yourself, ohreader ! th^ 
et^M combat sung by old Hesiod, of Jupiter *and the Ti- 
taiis^-^&nay. to yourself the long rebellowing artillery of 
heaveii^ streaming at the beads of the gigantic sons of 
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murth. In AMt, ftticy ^lo yovteelf .liH liiat ha* Wif^ bedti 
fiMud-orrSiii^ of'tetapea^ stcNrni, and hurriotne^ ^ind jon 
will save me the trouble of ^aibing it. 

Whether I fled fixmi the fiiry of the stormy orremamed 
li^dfy at my jfMst, as 'OUT gallasit train band oaptai^, who 
uiaxek their aaldiers through the rain witbout flindiing^^ 
.are pcnnts whidi I leave to the conjecture of the reader. 
It is posstblie he may be a little per^desed also'to know the 
4oeason why I Intrbduiced t^ most tremendous and imfaeard 
^tempest,, to disturb Ae .serenity of my wotk. On dds 
latter pmnt I will gratuitoudy instruct hi^ ignorance. The 
■panorama view of the batteiy wasghren, merely to gratify 
die reader with a correct description of that cdebrated 
.{dace, jmd the parts a^acent:— secondly, the storm was 
|riayed o^ .partly to grve a little bustle and life to tins 
tranquil part of my work^ and to ke^ my dvow^ readers 
friom fiJlfaig adeep; and partly to serve as m prepanuaon, 
or rather an overtuve^ to the tenqMstuous. times^ that «re 
about to assail the pacific province oi Nieuw Nederiandts, 
and that overhang the shmdirous administFation of dke 
Tenowned Wouter Van TwiUer. It is thus the experienced 
play-wright puts all the fiddles, the French horns, the 
ketde-<drmns and trumpets <^ his orche^ra in requisition, 
to u^r in one of dbiose horrible and brimstone uproan, 
called mekMlrames : and it is tlms he <Bschaigeslit& thun- 
der, his lightning, his rosin and saltpetre^ prcpaar a teiyito 
the raismg of a ghost, or the murdering €f A hero. We 
will now pcoceed with our history. 

Whatev^ may be advanced by philoaDplMrs to the 
contrary, I am of opinion, dMit,astonalion%iheddiiiaaEr 
im, that <<hoQes^is thebestpdicyj^'isa^heeraodrnin- 
^usmistake. It mi^t have answered well enough in i1k 
honest tunes when it was BB^de; but in these degenerate 
days, if a nation pretends to rely mear^ upon /the justice 
of its dealii!^ it ^i^ fioe somethu^ Uke anhanest man 
among thieves, wbo, nntesa kie )wvq somfidiif^ mare than 
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hh hm^tety to d€f>^4 upon, stands but a poor cfaance o£ 
profiting liy^hk cm^psay. Such at koist was the case wilb 
the guSel^ govemmentcf the NewyNetfaexiands; which^^ 
like a worthy unsuspicious old burgher^ quietly settleduta^ 
s^ down into the diy. of New- Amsterdam, as* intOB snug 
elbow cl^^ and fell into a comfortable nap; while in the 
meantime its <mnning ndlghbours ste|^d in and picked its 
podcets. Thus may we ascribe the xxnnmencement of sil^ 
the iwoes of ^this great province, and^ its magnificCTit metro^ 
pofis, to tl» tranquil security, or to speak more accurate^ 
ly, to the unfortunate honesty of its government. Bitt^ 
m I dislike to begin an important part of my history to- 
wards the end of a diapter; and as my readers, like my^* 
seli^ must doubtless be exceedingly fadgued with the long' 
Wj^ we have taken, and the t^oipest we have sustained, 
lihold it meet we shut up the book, smoke a pipe, and 
having thus. refreshed our spirits, take a &ir start in the' 
nextchapteh^ 



CHAPTER VL 

JMikfidfy de^r^ng ike ingenious peopk 6f Connecticut and 
tkereabtnttS'^^honfnig, nwreober, tketrwnHeaning (^Wrertg of 
coumuence, and a curious divice among Ihle^ sturdy barbarians, 
io: keep, upiUi harmony qfiniercourse^ and protnote^ population^ 

That nrjr readers may the more ftdly comprehend the 
extent of the calamity, at this very moment impending 
over the honest, unsuspecting province of Nieuw Neder- 
ttadti^ and its dubious governor, it is necessary that I' 
^ould give some account of a horde of strange barbarians, 
bordering upon the eastern frontier. 

Nbw so it came to pass, that many years previous to the 
time of whidi we are treating, the sage cabinet of England 
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had adopted a certain natbnd preed^ :a kiAd:<)f pttblk 
walk of fiiidi, or rather areligibus turnpike m-\*rluch ev^ry' 
lojral subject was . directed lb travel to ZiotL^^taking care 
to pay the tolt-gathcrtra by the way^ 

Albeit a certain shrewd race of meiij being very muck 
given to indulge their own opinions, on all maimer of sub- 
jects, (a ipropensitj exceedingly obnoxious* to your free gen- 
vernments of Europe,) did most presumptao^ly dare to 
think for themselves in matters of religion, exercising what 
they considered a natural andimextinguii^hable right— the • 
liberty of conscience. 

As, however, they possessed that ingenuous habit cS 
mind which always thinks aloud ; which:in a imaimer rides 
cock-a-hoop on the tongue, and is for ever galloping inta 
other people's ears ;— it naturally followed that thdr libera 
ty of conscience likewise implied liberty af speech^ which 
being freely indulged, soon put the country in a hul)bub, 
and aroused the pious indignation of the vigilant &ther«' 
of thp church. 

The usual methods were adopted to reclaim them, that 
in those days were considered so efficacious in bringing 
back stray sheep to the fold; that is to say, they were 
coaxed, they were admonished, they were menaced, they 
were buffeted — line upon line, precept upcm prec^t, lash 
upon lash, here a little and there a great deal, were ^:- 
hausted without mercy, and without success ; until at 
length the worthy pastors of the church, wearied out by 
their unparalleled stubbornness, were driven in the excess 
of their tender mercy, to adopt the scripture text, and li- 
terally " heaped live embers on their heads." 

Nothing, however, could subdue that invincible spirit of 
independence which has ever distinguished thigf singular 
race of people; so that rather than submit to such horrin 
ble tyranny, they one and all embarked for, the wilderness 
of America, where they might enjoy unmolested, the ines- 
timable luxury of talking. No sooner did tjiey land oa 
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Ihis loquacious soil, than as if they had caugbt the disease 
fiom the dimate, they all lifted up their voices at once, 
and for the space of one whole year did ke^ up such a 
jajrful clamour, that we are told they frightened evoy bird 
•and beast out of the neighbourhood, and so con^letefy 
dumb-founded certain ^sh, which abound on their coast, 
that they have been called dumb^h ev&t since. 

From this simple circumstance, unimportant as it mi^ 
seem, did first originate that renowned priyil^ so loudfy 
boasted of throu^out this country-* whidi is so doquent- 
ly exerdsed in newspapers, pamphlets, ward*meetings, pot- 
house committees, and congressional deliberations— whidi 
establishes the right of talking without ideas and widiout 
information— of misrepresenting public affidrs— 6f decij- 
ing public measures— of aspersing great diaracters, and 
^estrcqring iitde ones: in shcnrt, diat grand palladium of 
imr country, the libetig of^^eedk* 

The simple aborigines of the land fiur a while contenw 
plated these, strange folk in utter astonishment; but disco- 
vering that they wielded harmless though noisy weapons, 
and were a lively, ingenious, good-humoured race Afmen^ 
th^ became very friendly and sodable, aiul gave diem the 
nam^ of Tanokie$y whidi in the Mais-Tdiusaeg, (or Mas- 
sadiusett) language signifies nfent mat— ^ waggish app^- 
lation, since shortened mto the femiliar epithet of Yak* 
K3^ES, which they retain unto the present day. 

True it is, and my fidelity as an historian will not allow 
me to pass it over in silence, that the zeal of these good 
people, to maintain their rights and privilq^es unimpaired, 
did for a while betray them into errors, which it is easLn- 
to pardcm than defend. Having served a regular ^{^r^ii- 
ticeshlp in the school of persecution, it behoved th^n to 
show that they had become proficients in the art. They 
accordingly employed their Idsure hours in banishing, 
scourging, or hanging divers heretical papi^ quakers^ 

B 
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and anabaplists^ &r daring to abuse the Ubef^ ^ cMir 

.fctence; which they now clearly proved to imply nothing 

more, than that every man shoidd think as he pleased in 

matters of rel^on— ^omcZed he thought right ; for ot}^^ 

wise it would be giving a latitude to damuable her^ies. 

. Now as they (themi^ority:) were perfectly convinced, that 

thy alone diou^t right, it consequently .foUowedf that 

whoever jthought different from them thought wrong ; and 

whoever tboii^t wrongs and obstinately persisted in iK>t 

-being convinced and converted, was a flagittnt vi(dator,of 

the inestimable liberQr of ccmscience, and a borriq)t. and 

infectious member of the body politic, and deserved to be 

kqiped off and cast into the fire. 

Now ril warrant th^e aire hosts of my readers ready at 
once to lift op thdr hands and eyes, with that virtuous in- 
di^iation with which we always contenqilate the feults and 
errors of our neighbours, and to exclaim at these well- 
meaning but mistaken pec^le, for inflicdng on others the 
ii^uries they had suffered themselves^*for indulging the 
prepokerous idea of convincing the mind hy tormenting 
the body, and establishing the doctrine of charily and&p- 
' bearance by intolerant persecution.^-But, in simple truth, 
what are we doing at this very day, and in this very en- 
lightened nation9 but acting upon this very same principle 
in our political controversies ? Have we not withiabiit a 
few years released ourselves from the shackles of a govern- 
ment, which cruelly denied us the privilege of governing 
ourselves, and using in fulllatitude that invaluable mem- 
ber, the* tongue ? And are we not at this very moment 
striving our best to i^rrannize over the opinions, tie up the 
4migues, or ruin the fortunes of one another? What are 
our great pc^tical societies, but mere political inqubitions? 
—Our pot*house committees, but little tribunals of denun- 
ciaiSdn ?•— Our joewspapers, but mere whipping-posts and 
piUories, where the unfinrtunate individuals are pelted with 
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Mi/aieggs ?— And our oouncQ of appointtnient, but ft grand 
auti} dife^ "wHere culprits t^e annually sacrificed for tbeir 
political heresieis ? 

Where then is the difference m principle between our 
measures and those you are so ready to condemn among 
the people I am treating? Hiere is none ; the difference 
is merely drcumstantiaL— -Thus we denounce, instead of 
banishing — ^we Itbelj instead of scourging— we turn out of 
optt, imrtead of hanging ;-— and where they burnt an o£fen- 
der in pfoprid persbniy we either tar and feather or bum 
Aim in ^^— this political persecution being, some how 
or other, the grand palladium c£ our liberties, and an in« 
trovertiUe proof that this is a free country f 

But notwithstanding the fervent zeal with whidi this 
holy war was prosecuted against the whole race of unbe» 
lievers, we do not find that the population dTthis new co- 
lony was in any ways hindered thereby; on the contrary^ 
they mtdtiplied to a degree which would be incredible 
to anjr man unacquainted with' the marvellous fecundity <^ 
this growing couhtry. 

~ *This ainating increase 'may indeed be partly ascribed to 
a singular custom prevalent among them, and which Was 
probably borrowed firdm the aiicienf repuUio <^ Sparta f 
where we are told the young ladies, either fix>m beiii^ 
great romps and hoydens, or else, like many modem he- 
roines, very fond of meddling with matters that did not 
i^pertain to their sex, used fi^equently to engage with the 
men, in wrestling, and 6ther athletic exercises of the gym- 
nasium. TTie custom to which I allude was vulgarly known 
by the name of iuiu{/tr^p— a superstitious rite observed by 
the young people of both sexes, with which they usually 
terminated their festivities; and which was kqpt up w^ 
religious strictness, by the more bigotted and vulgar part 
of the Cdmmunity. Thiis cetettiimy was Ifltewise, in' those 
printidte tinkei^, considered as m ihdii^nsaMe prelimi^ 
liary t6 wtatniXid'tiy; tHeir iourti^hips commencing where 
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Ours usually, finisb. By which means they acquired thai 
intixnate aoquaiiitanoe with each other's good qualities be<* 
fore marriage, which has been pronounced by phiioiephero 
the sure basis of a ha{^y uuiotu Thus early did this 
cunning and ingenious people display a shrewdness at 
making a bargain, which has ever since distingui^ed than 
—and a strict adherence to the good old vulgar maadm 
about ^ buying a pig in a poke/' 

To this sagHaous cusUmi, therefore, do 1 diicfly attri- 
bute the unparalleled incxjease of the Yanokie or Yankee 
tribe; for it is a certain &ct, well authenticated by court 
records and parish regbters, that wherev^ the practice of 
bundling prevailed, there was an amaring nund^er <^ stur- 
dy brats annually bom unto the state, without the license 
of the law, or the benefit oi clergy; and it is truly asto* 
mshing that the learned Mahhus, in his treatise on popu- 
lation, has entirely overlooked this singular fiu:t. Neither 
did the irr^pilarily of their birth cqperate in the least to 
ttieir disparagement* On the contrary, they grow up a 
long sided, raw boned, hardy race ci whoreson whalers, 
wood-cutters, fishermen, and pedlars, and strapping corn- 
fed wenches; who, by their united effiurts, tended marrel- 
lously towards populating those notable tracts ctcowatryf 
called Nantucket, Fiscataway, and Cape Cod. 



CHAPTER VIL 

Horn tkete iimple Pw^iatiaMstmmedotUtohemkMrimiifqmdlirg* 
^Hom ihmf hniU ak^aiOti, and aitempM io initrnk the 
N^deHandeninikewgfSierjf qflmmdimg. 

In the last chapter I have given a fidthfiil and unpr^iN 
diced account of the (urigin of that singular race of people, 
inhabiting the country eastward of the Nieuw Nederlandts; 
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but llbave yet to mcsidon certain peculiar habits ¥^di 
rendered tbem exceedingly obnoxious to our ever honoured 
Dutch ancestors* u 

The toKM prominent of these was a certain rambling 
]prop^nuiity9 with idnch, like the sons of Ishmael, they 
aeem to have been gifted by hearen, and which continually 
goads them on, to shift their re^ence from place to place, 
so that a Yankee fibrmer is iti a constant state of migra* 
tion ; ianymg occasionally here and there ; clearing lands 
hit dthel* pe(q[^ to enjoy, building houses for others to 
inhabit, and in a manner may be considered the wander^ 
ing Arab of America* 

His filrst thought, ^n coming to the years of manhood, 
is to Httk himself in the world — ^which means notlung more 
nor l^s^ than to be^ his rambles. To this end he takes 
unto himself for a wife some dashing cl)untry heiress ; 
that is to say, a buxom rosy-cheeked wench, passing ridi 
m red ribands, ^ass beads, and mock tortmse^shell combs, 
with a white gown and morocco shoes for Sunday; and 
deeply skilled in the mystery of making iqpple sweetmeats, 
long sauce, and pumpkin pie. 

Haying thus provided himself, like a true pedlar with a 
heavy knapsack, wherewith to regale his shoulders through 
the journey of life, he literally sets out on the peregrina^ 
tion« His whole &mily, household furniture, and ferming 
utensils, are hoisted into a covered cait; hist own and his 
wife's wardrobe packed up in a firkin : which done, he 
shoulders his axe, takes staff in hand, whistles ^< yankee 
doodle,'' and trudges c^to the woods, as confident of the 
protection (tf provkl^mee, and rdiying as cheerfiilly iqxm 
his own resources, as did ever a patriarch of yore, when 
he journeyed into a strange country of the Gentiles. Hav^ 
ing buned himself in the wilderness, he builds himself a 
kg-faut, clears away a corn-field and potato patch, and, 
IVovidence smiling upon his labours, is soon surrounded 
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by a ssi^.fiim and some half a seore of Jhxeii4readed 
ttixlikiSywhoyli^.tibeirsize^' seem to have spwaag^tBtwtimce 
out of the earth, like a crop of toad-stools. 

Sut itvis.not the nature of this most mde&tigaUe of q)e- 
colatorsito rest contented with any slate of sublmiaryeo^ 
jojw^9nt^'^4mprim>€meiU is his darling passkm, and having 
thii»inq)ra^ hislands^ Us next tare is to provide a man- 
Mon worthy 'the residence <^ a landholder. A huge palace 
€^ pine boards 'immediately springs up in the midst of the 
wilderness, large odough for a parish church, and fbmished 
with windows oft all dhnensions, but so ricketty and flimsy 
withal, that every blast gives it a fit -of the ague» 

By the time the outside of this mighty air-casdd is com- 
pleted, either the ftuids or the zeal of our adventurer are 
exhausted, so that he barely manage^ to half finish one 
room within, where the whole fiuntly borrow together; 
while the rest of the hoiKse is devoted to the cilring of 
jHonpkins, or storing of carrotsand potatoes, and is deco- 
rated mih fimciful festoons df wilted peaches and dried 
ap^es. The oBlside remaining tix^ainted, grows vene- 
rably black with time; the fionily wardrobe is laid under 
ixmtribution for old hats, petticoats, and breeches, to stuff 
k^ the bnsken windows; while the four winds ofheav^i 
keep up a: whistling and ho^irling about this aerial palace, 
aadj^yas manyunrulygambols, as they did dPyore^ in 
the cave of old .^lus. 

• Hie humble log^-hut, which Whilome nestled thfe improve 
ing finmly snugly within its nairow butcdHifortabie^alls, 
stands hard by in ignonmuousccmtrast, degraded into 'a 
eow-house or pignstye; and the whole scene reminds one 
forcibly of a feble^ which I am surplcised ias w&v^'been 
recorded, of an aspiring snail, who quits his hmnble haW- 
tation, which he filled with great respectaibQity, to-craiwl 
into the empty shell of a lobster— ^hcre he would no doubt 
have resided with gredt style fOid splendour, the envy and 
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hate of all tiie pains^4»king snmls of his hei^boathoidc^ 
had he not accidtotally perilled with cokt in one comer 
of his stupendous mansion. 

Being ibm ccHnpletely settled^ and to use hisown woifds, 
«< to ri^its^^ one would hnagine tibat he would bi^B;in io 
^ijoy Uie comforts of his situation, to read newspaper 
taUc politics, n^lect hk own business, and attend' td th^ 
iaffiuts €f the ^ticm, like a usdid and patriotic dtizmj 
but now ft' IS that his wayward disposidoh begins again to 
operate. He soon growife tired of a spot whei*e ihert isT nd 
longer any room fbr improyement, sells his &ue1K, air^castle^ 
petticoat windows and all, reloads his cart, shotdders his 
axe, puts himsdf at the head of his family, and wandek*s 
away hi s^rch of new lands—- again to fell trees^— again 16 
clear com^eld^^-^again to build a shingle palace, and again 
to sell off, and wander. 

Such were the people of Connecticutj who' bordered 
upon the eastern frontier of Nieuw Nederlandts, and'nty 
readers may easily imagine what obnc^dotis neighboursthk 
light hearted but restless tribe must have been to ovtr tran^ 
quil progetiitoi's. If they cannot, I would afek theth, if thfey 
have ever known one of otbr regular, well organized Dutdh 
fanliltes, whom it hath pleased heaven to ai&ict with the 
neighbotnhood of a F^drteh boarding-chouse. The honest 
bid bm^her cannot take' his afternoon's pipe, on the beiich 
before his door^ but he is persecuted' with the scraping '^ 
fiddles, the- chattering of women, and the squalling of chil* 
dren— 4ie cannot sleep at mght for the horrible melodies of 
some amatetn*, who chooses to ser^iade the moon, and 
display his terrible proficiency in execution, by playing de^ 
misemiquavers iii alt on the clarionet, the hautboy, or soilie 
other soft-toiied instrument— nor can he leave the street* 
door opeuj but his house is defiled by the imsavoury visits 
of a tro<^ of pug-dogs, who even sometimes carry their 
loathsome ravages into the sanctum sanctorum, the parloulr. 

If my readers have ever witnessed the sufferihgs of such 
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A fittmly, fio situated, they may finrm 8<mie idea how our 
worthy ancestors were distressed by their mercurial neigh* 
hours of Comiecdcut. 

Gangs of these marauders, we are tdd, penetrated into 
the New Netfaerland settlements, and threw wfac^ yillages 
into consternation by their ui^>aralleled yolubility, and 
their intolerable inquisitivenessr-two evil habits hitherto 
unknown in those parts, or only loiown to be iibh<»ired; 
for our ancestors were noted, as being men of truly Spar*' 
tan tadtumityt and who neither knew nor cared aught 
about any body's concerns but thdbr own. Many enormi*- 
ties were committed pn the highways, where seyeral un- 
off^iding burghers were brought to a stand, and tortured 
with questions and ^guesses ; which outrages occasioned as 
much vexation and heart<-buming as does the modern 
right of search on the high seas. 

Grreat jealousy did they likewise stir up, by their inter* 
meddling and successes among the divine sex; fcnr being 
a race of brisk, lively, pleasant-tongued varlets, they soon 
seduced the light affections of the simple damsels from 
their ponderous Dutch goUants* Among other hideous 
customs, they attempted to introduce among them that of 
bundling^ which the Dutch lasses of the Nedeilandts, with 
that eager passion for novelty and fbneign fiishi<ms natu- 
ral to their sex, seemed very well inclined to follow; but 
that their mothers, being more experienced in the wcnrld, 
and better acquainted with men and things, strenuously 
discountenanced all such outlandish innovations. 

But what chiefly operated to embroil our ancestors with 
tbese stii^nge folk, wa3 an unwarrantable liberty which 
they occfUBU>n9Uy took, of entering in hordes into the ter-> 
ritories of the New Netherlands, and settling themselves 
down, without leave or license, to improve the land, in the 
manner I have before noticed. This unceremonious mpde 
of taking possession of new land was tedmically termed 
^wUtingp and hence is derived the appellation oitqimttfrt f 
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Aiiame oditHiBiii tlieeurs <dCfiU gtea^ and. 

which is gbofi^to thoisereoliearilrismg worthfes, whoseis^ 
upon land fest, and take their xdwic<& to ftMnke good their 
titlfi to it^iftenmrddfr , < ' 
: All theae griesraoces, and many, others which were ochi^ 
stantLy accmnnlating, tended to form tiM d^ and p<Hr- 
tanious cloudy which, aa I observed in a foifmer chl^ter^ 
was slowly ^pEithering over the traaqilil province -of .New. 
Netherlandflu Tte padfic cabinet of Van Twlller, howr 
ever, as will be perceived in the ae(]piel, bore thesn all withi 
a iniymnitnity that redo^opids to thdr iounortal credit^*^ 
beooniing by passive e»dm«a)ce inured to this increasing 
mass of wrongs ; like the sag^ old woman of Ephesos, who 
by dint df carrying aboutacalf from the time it was boni^. 
eontinmd tocsacry it ivitbont difficulty wh^A ilt bad ^wn 
tobeano3t» 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Hmv the fdrt Qoed Hoop mas fearfuU^ lekagwnBd^^-Aom ihe 
renovmid Wottier fM into u prqftmvd doubi, and how hfi 
^nalfy evapprafedp 

Bt thii'tiine my readers must {klly perceive what an axw 
duoQS task I haire undertaken— ^collecting and collating 
with painful minutaiess the ehrcmicles of past times, whose 
evaits afanost defy the powers iof xeseareh^-^^LpIoring i 
litde kind of Hercmlaneum of history, idiidi had lain near-^ 
ly for ages, buried under the rubbish of years, and almost 
totaUy f<»*gott^i-^raking up the limbs and fragments of 
disjointed &cts; and endeavouring to put them scrupu-*' 
lously together, so as to restore them to their original fon» 
«nd connexion'— now lugging forth the character of an al-' 
-mo^ forgotten hero, like a mutilated stalue-naow d^yT 
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pbeiing A hktf ili^cedtiistMptk>9?' and t^ 
atmoxi}AeAigmiihmctip% wUdi, after piiiifiil*8tiidy9 scaree 
repass t}<e'1it)ul)k of perusal/ -^ . •. ., , .n 

In such case how much has the reader to- d^|>efid upon^ 
the b(»tottl*^i«d probity '06ys>aiith(»*, kst^l^ a ^cunning 
ai^i^fiittrktiii'ilie tidier m^KMse^upoii him soine«8pimoiu5i&* 
Imoatiidn af 'hk'ownv fcr^a pvecioiM r^qae firbm^mtiqiutjr^ 
or eIki^dr«S8 up die du»iembc^^fragBDeQt,!.wilh swh &Ise 
trappiiigs^ idiet his scaroafyfiossifcAe^q digtingiiidi die trutK 
fix>m <lie'fldlkHi> i^t&'Whicb(lt4s envekip^j UiElm is. a* 
griettoee%Mc^fi'haJv«>in!(M*eth^ haAto hmet^tydnt 

tbe (kRdf^se of 'iny* we^ka^sbmei^rciBeiixhes'aa^ 
6f itiy f^ow'historians'; who bfve^istrangefy ^i^gaised and 
distollied'the hets respecting ^is coifiitry ^ dnd^wrticidai^u 
ty re^[>edting the g^eat provm^ of 'N^w^^fetherlands; ^bb 
will be perceived by any who will take the trouMe to com- 
pare their romantic effiisions, tricked out in the meretri- 
cious gauds of fable, with thfe authentic history. 

I have had more vexations of the kind to encounter, in 
those parts of my hi^cfry. which treat of the transactions 
on the eastern border, than in any other, in consequence 
of the laroops of Mstorifms wha. ^ve infested those quar- 
ters, and have shotm the hone^ pec^le <»f Nieuw Neder- 
landts no mercy in their works. Amiong the re$ty Mr. 
Benjamin Trumbull arrogantly declares, that " the Dutch 
were. always mei^.iptirtide]»#?H-*.Now/taidua'Iodialli^^ 
IM> other r^ly^:thanito jproce&iin the steady ihsatBtian^]^ 
myliis|ory,.whiph wiEcontJEOBnot oDfy pco<xfi. ^ the 
Dotdbi 'h$d eleartttle aiid possession in the fiiir^valkgra^of 
Ae Conneictieuit,- and Ihat* they were iwnxigMfy.. dispose 
^es^ thereof; but likewise that they hovevbeen scaoda*- 
iausfy mallreated ever sSnce^ ty the nmr^esentatioDs of 
th€i crafty historians of New /&^land* ^ Andin this Isball 
be guided by aspirit of truth and impartiatityy and a>re>- 
gard to hmnortal ftine; fei^ I ii^uld not wittingly disho- 
nour n^ work by a single ftlsehood, masrepresentadon or 
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pi'^iidiee^/tl^i^lt'shbiiia gwpi Mt ibif^f|4teiPSitiM ip^bole 
dohntry-ofiNdiirnBnglwidJqtrio'fq u '.rs.'/vtl ru i>->hn />*>•.. ^ 
1 ^t^WiuitHtian early peHod dF^tbe ^rofviiioe^ eMuptemaus 
•tailiefflQFriif«lfi^'thi6>re^^ tfcal^dse.clBbiiad; 

of >Nietiir^Ne|deikftdte^ pmehhscid tl^ 
hectoqutv' andi«ntabU^^ &rtliifi9b*fi^pez«atettdciMie'M^ 
pmlkcM±\ a fortifiedr^idstxmjttiaiH^^ whidk 

j^reient^fiop c% of Hsurtfinicb < m ^Die'coikiiaiidjQf ttUs. nii- 
portkiit pcx^ togetibeif<mthj4lk< vaidc^ titk^J dndi j^poinli' 

iacohni ^sAt ^driet, dr^ ^ sdia/^< hmtmiMBB will hitve k| 
Van Curlis ; a most doughty soldier, of that stomach6d 
class, of which w« bsaxe sdcb zNunbers on.parade'4ays; 
who aire' &iQoits£bjb .eating AUthcij/i:^ilL\Jt]ie (wa^of a^^ireiBjr 
^cddiesiike ap^eai^anbej iMii^iwibilidL'have been! aceexoeMitig 
tdll'inaii, hdd^his legs.be^ ht proptodoQ tb-hisibody; but 
the laXitCTih&kx^ikitig^'ystad 

itigsm-himi^ienA^ bocb)^ 

mofiiited lipon ^^ itele' ^ion Vlfags^ • He imftde^i'ii^ tins 
4nrnspkfeoixitaictinb'bf Iwb^rl^ ithr^ to«tdi 

iin^xtent^iflieB'&e>iiuaroked^> jlliabyfoufiirdiild/haTd/siiFd^ 
heiluui^oBKilid idendeai s efW ^ hM^ ^^acbtsof Agfiyrfiapprf 
Jadp^dael giBiiit4dtteif^/f aiid>ilei«ufbQnisl^^ M 

^i^ead oik ^ai>y*)gr(tet']BafitGpryriDeaf»K^ tib^t! his 'isioldieiai 
^vrert lofilimys ^ifi«med;> test 'lietSlMftriil <raxil|fleiUiiisdf imi 

^i'^Bot notwitbstaUdiil^ theerbction of this fort^ and the 

iqb^iittmekit*of >thb ugly litttomaxi <^ w^ asa eodunandck) 

Ak mtrepi^'Ytadkeei OMtifited^lhios^ fSari^ 

^Mdif Ivhave Uated at <lfivtny#st ciisf)t(br ^^aii|%' lahing 

advaiiitag^ /df >die charaoter J ii^ 

Van Twiller soon acquired, for profound and phlegmatic 

tranquillity— did audaciously invade the territories of the 

Nieuw Nederlandts, and squat themselves down within the 

very jurisdiction of Fort Goed Hoop. 
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On bdioUiDg thitt otttorag^ the long b6died Vm 
proceeded as became a prompt ;uid valiaiit/offlcer. He 
namediatety. protested 'Jigaiaat these imwacraiitaMe en* 
omdmieiits^ m low I^tAfchjbjr'Wi^ of induing tnore ter^ 
nir, Bad fiHrthwitfa'd^splEttthed^^^py of the pvotest fo th» 
'gmemo9* at New^Amsteidain^ ik^ether with- a long and 
inttwaceoantdftiieiiggreBiiionsof tfaeenemjTi Tlnsdone^ 
li0 ordered liii.. men, onbandidly tobe of good cheer-^ 
Ami tbe gate of the foKt^'smoked three pipes, went to bedy 
and awaited- thd result widiia resolute and intrepid tran-^ 
quiUitjr^ tliat greatly aiiinatc^ his edher^bs^ and tio doubt 
strock sore dismay and idffiri^ into the hearts of the ene^ 
toy. ^ 

Now it came to pass^ that about this time, the renowned 
Wouter Van Twillei*^ fiill of years and honours, and coon' 
lal dinners^ had reached tliat. period of life and feculty^ 
which^ a^;c6rding to the great Gidliver, entitles a man to 
admossion into the aneteht cirder of Stnildbru^« He 
em^yed his tone in smddng his Turkish {npe, amid an 
assemblage of sages, equally enlightened, and neaiiy as 
Tolerable as himself and who, lor thdr sileiKse, their gra*' 
ifityy their wisdom, and their cautious averseness to com^ 
lag to any conclusion in business, are only to be equalled 
faff contain profound corporations wlddk I have baown in 
my time. Upon reading the protest of the gallant Jaoo* 
bus Van Curlet, therefiDre, his encellency fdl stndghtwqr 
into one of the deepest doubts that ever he was known to 
tiic6unter; his edacious head gradually drocqped on his 
diest, * he dosed his eyes, and inclined his ear to cme side^ 
as if liatfiiuig with great attentiim to the discussion that 
was gcHflg on in his beUy; which all who knew.him ds^ 
dared to be the huge court-houae, or council chamber of 



> Perplexed with ?ast affain of stftte and town, 
His great head being overset, hangs down.** 

Tel£CLidk8» in FeHcfe»« 
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faife; Aon^t^ t foitkiii^ to^Ms head whati^ iiodise of fe^ 
pii^enisti^ <lo to the l^licite. Ak faiatticiilate sound, 
^fary ittiicli'resemblinga'snoi;^ d<^a!iti<!mid}y eiscaped liim $ 
htLt the nature of diis iot^mal cogitation #a^ iieveir kfirown, 
«i^ fae'ii^^r Gi][>e]ied his )i{)s cin the subject to maai, woman, 
0t child in the Miedft^e, the protest of Van Oniiet 
kffd qtddefy o» the tab^' wher^ it'sei*Tea to l%ht the pipes 
(rf'the rei^itible AfagiBS^ asseotibled in €x>tmcil^$ i^d in the 
great smdke which th^ raised, the gallant Jacobus^ Ms 
pix^test, and his migi^ Pcttt Goed Hoop, wer^ soon as 
compIet€diy) beclouded and forgotten, as is a qitestibn of 
emergency swallowed up in the speeches and resolutions * 
of a modern d^sion of cdnj^ess. ^ 

' Th^re are certain ^emergencies when your profound le- 
gislators and sage deliberative councils, arei mightily in th^ 
Way ctf a nation; and when an ounce of hair-brtdned de- 
cisicm' is worth a pound of sage doubt, and cautious disl*- 
^ussimii 8ach at leaist was the case at pi*esent; for white 
^xe renowned Wouter Van Twiller was dtiily batding wiA 
his doubts, and his resolution growing weafca* and weaker 
in the contest, the enemy pushed fiirthw* and farther into 
«fais territories, and assumed a most formidalde ^pearanee 
in the neighbourhood of Fort Goed Hoop. Here th^ 
founded #ie mighty town of Pjyquag^ or, as it has since 
-bieen' <^ed, Weathersfidd ; a place which^ if we may are- 
-dit the asisertions of that worthy historian Jdbn Jossel]^, 
Gent<^<< ha& been infiuotlous by reason of the witches there- 
^iii/'-^And so daring did these men of Pyquag become, 
that they es^tended those plantations of onions, for whidi 
their town is illustrious, tinder the very noses of the gar- 
rison of Fort Goed Hoop— insomuch that the h(Miest 
Dutchn^ could not look toward that quarter without tears 
in their eyes. 

This crying injustice was regarded with proper indi^ 
nation by the gallant Jacobus Van Curlet. He absolute- 
ly tremUed with the amazing violence of his choler, and 
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the\^xae6rlpatjbi]^-<if kia val4>iir^ be die 

nK»re ti^rbuletit in thdr w€^kii^[%,rfi*om j|ibe,k¥%^ of tbe 
:bod)rin which di^ weFe>ag}tAted>; -rH^farthwihpffo^oeii- 
.ed to strengtheiv hi«f redoubtisfi: liei^ht^ U^-te^^eestrri^rfc^ 
.deq;)^ hjfif l9^$e^ ai)4 fo]1% )^s<fN>i»!tMi-wi|h:i^d0ttbk^w 
.<^f ^bbf^isr; ^fte- which vldifqit^ireciHitions^ he wllih uncocr 
;asa{)led jnlrepidity, despatched^ frcfish coitrier)idth Ireilbaah 
doiifi accounts of his perilous sitimtioiju ' Mfn/ser.iHd. tbe 
^iopdeni help, , who iraxoprfy^md hjlpistdf ^ tlm^eoondSar- 
Jbioewar^ ^^owg^jeaterv^oiurto^tot <tfl<*lw-sm 
:or diatiqgttish hisBks^ more :gl<mpilsly iu^Km' pt^p^ rihan 
theiheroipVai^ Cutlet » - . .7 , t . . 

The courier chosen to bear th/ese alarming despatches^ 
wa$.a£it» oily Htde.nw^ as bei9glefi[stliable>tobe worn 
out, or to lose leather on the jowm^; and Ito insure his 
jspe^ he was mounted onih^tl^^tj^t' wa^o^hoiri^in the 
.garrison^ remarkable fipr his laigt^ of Umb^ rlargieoefifs of 
bone, and hardness of trot ; | and ^p tall, th^t jthe little me^^ 
;fenger was obliged to dimb:Dn his back '1;]^! means of his 
tail and cru{^)errv Such extraordinary speed didhemak^ 
th^t he arrived at Fort Amsterdam in Uttje lesS) thto a 
laonth, though the distance^as full tt¥o hundred, pip^ 
iorahout 120 miles[. . . «> u ^,: 

The ^i(tMK>rdina]r}r appeanmc^vof diis pcnrtentous'staran- 
^? would h«ve thrown llie -whole tpwn of New^Amstei*- 
datn into ^quandn^ry^ had the good pisoplelr^mbted^elir 
J9^v^ about anjjT iddng nipve( thanth^ dctapfestio-affiul^. 
.With ^ui appearance of greftt fhtuiryt*«nid (builin^ss, and 
sm^dng a short travelling {Hpe, be prel$eeded im a loi^ 
swing trot throii^h the muddy lanes of the^ metropo^Si de*- 
micdishing whole batches of dirt files, whidi tbe'fittie Dut^b 
dhildren ware making in the road ; end fo^ ^n^Ujchkind.of 
pastry the children of this city have ever bew fimioilS. 
Oa arriving at the. governor's houde, he elilnbedJiiown 
from h& st^d in g^eat trepidatic»i-L-roused the gray^^head- 
!ed do(»4Eei^)er9 old Shaats^ who^ ISte hk iineal ^betoendtfott 
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and fidthful representative, the venerable crier of our court, 
was nodding at his post — ^rattled at the door of the coun- 
cil chamber, and startled the members as they were do- 
ziDg over a plan for establishing a public market. 

At that very moment a gentle grunt, or rather a deep- 
drawn $nore was heajfd from the chair iOf the governor, .a 
whijBf of smoke was at the same instant observed to escape 
firom his lips, and a light cloud to ascend from the bowl of 
his pipe. The council of .course supposed him engaged 
in deep sleep for the good of tlie community, and accord- 
ing to custom in all such <^es es^blished, every man 
bawled out Silence, in order to maintain tranquillity; 
when of a sudden, the door flew open, and the little cou-* 
ner straddled into the apartment, cased to the middle in 
a pair of Hessian boots, which he had got into for the sake 
of expedition. In his right hand he held forth the omi- 
npps de^p^at^hes, and with his left he grasped firmly ^the 
waist-b^and of his galligaskins, which had unfpi:tunately 
given way in the exertion of descending from his horse^ 
He stumped resolutely up to the governor, and wjthniore 
hurry than perspicuity delivered his message. But fortu- 
nately his 01 tidJjQ^s came too late to ifufRe the tranquillity 
of this most tranquil of rulers. ^ , His venerable ex,cellency 
had just breathed and smoked his last^ — his hmgs,^d^ his 
j)ip§ h^vii^^b^en exhausted together, and Jus peapeftd soul 
l^viijg escaped in the lasrt whiff that curled from his tobac- 
qo-pip^^. In a \Yprd, the renowned Walter the Doubt^r^ 
wj^o had ?05 often slpmbered with his contemporaries, no?v 
sj^pt/jyith his fethers, and Wilhelmus Kieft governed in 
. hjL^.ste^.^ '• •. '..,-.,' 

.,r,, ,:, • -,. ,' • • . 

END OF BOOK THIRD. 
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CONTAimNG THE CHRONICLES OF THE R^ION OF WILLI AM- 
THE TE8TY* 



CHAPTER I. 

Showing the nature of History in general; containing Jurther* 
more the universal acquirements of William the Testy, and hqnt 
a man may leatn so much as to render himself good jor nollmg* 

\V HEN the iofly Thucydides is about to enter on his de- 
scription of the plague that desolated Athens, one of his 
. modern commentators ♦ assures the reader, that hiis histo- 
ry « is now g(ring to be exceeding solemn, serious, and 
pathetic ; *' and hints, with that air of chuckling gratuladon, 
with which a good dame draws forth a choice morsel from 
a cupboard to regale a favourite, that this plague will give- 
his history a most a^eeable variety. 

In like manner did my heart leap within me, when I 
came to the dolorous dilemma of Fort Good Hbpe, whidi 
I at once perceived to be the forerunner of a series of great 
eyehts and entertaining disasters. Such are the true sub- 
jects for the historic pen. For what is history, in fact, but 
a kind of Newgate kalendar, a register of the crimes itnd 
miseries that man has inflicted on his fellow man. It is 
a huge libel on human nature, to which we industriously 
^d page after page, volume ftfter volume,' as if we wero 



• Smith's Thuc^rcU VoL I, 
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buSding up a monometit to thie honour rattier than the in- 
&my of our species. If we turn oyer Ihe pages of thesci 
chrmicles that man has written of himself what are the 
characters dignified by the appellaticm of greats and held 
up to the admiration of posterity ?-^Tyrants, robbers, con^ 
querors, renowned only for the magnitude of their mis- 
deeds, and the stupendous wrongs and miseries they hare 
inflicted on mankind— ^warriors, who have hired tfaemseli^>es 
to the trade of blood,- not fi*om motives of yiitnbus patiriot- 
ism, c»r to protect the injured and deftmcefess, Init merely 
to gain the vaunted glory of being adroit and successful in 
massacring their fellow beings ! What are the great events 
that constitute a glorious era? The fidl of empires— »the 
desolation of hti^py countries—- splendid cities smoking in 
their ruins— the proudest works of art tumbled in the duse 
— *the shrieks and groans of whole nations ascending untei 
heaveni 

It is thuft the historians may be said to thrive on the 
miseries of mankind— they are like the birds of prey that 
hover over the fidd of battle, to fatten on the mighty dead* 
It was observed by a great projector of inland lock navi- 
gation, that rivers, lakes, and oceans, were only formed to 
ked canals. In like manner I am tempted to believe, iiiat 
plots, conspiracies, wars, victories, and massacres, are or^ 
dained by providence only as food for the historian. 

It is a source of great delight to the philosof^er, in 
studyii^ the wonderM economy of nature, to trace the 
mutual depeiulencies of things, how they are created reci- 
procally fen: each other, and how the most noxious and ap- 
parently unnecessary animal has its uses. Thus those 
swarms of flies, which are so often execrated as useless ver- 
min, are created for the sust^iance of spiders; and spiders, 
on the other hand, are evidently made to devour flies. So 
those heroes who have been such pests in the world, were 
bounteously provided as themes for the poet and the his- 

T 
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Tb^«^ and mnjr istoilar reflectioiiisi oAtwulljr flimse in 
tiky itiindt icm I<^o«ijc up my fim to eonunfine(e; jdia f^gnof 
WJUi^m KS^ ; fer ;u>w tl^e sireem of ow biatoryt i^e}i 
ludM^rio l¥is rolled iii a txanquil cmvent, is aboi4 to .der 
piwrtifpr e^ttP fi»m.it8 pe^^ofiil haimtfiy .^nd huani thir<tti^ 
imny « tiixibidcai: Bod imggpd aceiie. Likie some sleek ox, 
wbifih^ haidiig fed aad fiuttened in a ijcdi dovftrSeiji^ lies 
sunk in lHK^rifliv; eepose^ and wjU beac tepci^ted taqnts 
and UiHvs, befbce it hea;ve» its im^vd^i^ limbs, andcl^^n^ 
ttlj arQiisc|3 irom its shunbeirs ; so the provii;^ of die 
Ifieaw N^dtf liaiidts, having long ihriv^ and gronm oqti- 
piil)3tnt under the prosperpus reign of the Doubter, wms re^ 
hictantly awakened to a mehncholy eoiwicti^i, lihat, by 
pitKi)^ suflkMnGe, its grievances had faseoome sahumecous 
and aggravating, that it was preferable to rq)el than ^i^ 
dure Aem. The seader will nom witness the manner in 
which a peacefiil community advances towards a state oS 
war; whidi it is too apt to ^tppsoach, as a horse does a 
dmm, with mudi prancing aqd parade, but wiih little pro^ 
gress, and too often ^putb the warong en4::%|^no8t. 

WiLHELMUS KiiEvlTf who in 1634 a i|MKd the jGukrw 
nmtorial ehair^ (to borrow a £»rDU]:^ though diiijmi^appei^ 
lation jo£ modem phraseologists,) was in form, feature and 
cfaaractef , the y&^ reverse of Woi;i|:er Van TwiUer, his 
senowaed predecessor. Me was of very xespect^Me de^ 
scoit, his ihther being bisp^e^teNr of WindwuHs in tiie ao^ 
€i^ town of Saardam; and our h^ro^ we are told, made 
Yevyxttcious investigations into the nature and operations 
of Aose machmifis when a boy, which is o|ie reason why 
be afterwards came to beso ingenious a governor* His 
name, according to the mpst ingenious ^ymologii^s, was 
aconraptton oi Kyvtr^ that is to say, ^.wrangler or sco&fetr, 
and eaqpressed t)ie hereditary dis^sition of his &m^. 
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^llb^ A^ Mkiif two ^i^ntJiiries) hM VkjUpt tt(^ l^iii^ «»Wk 
<^Sfl»urlibtJEl^^hdt#»l^ told |ltMti«M iiHttf^ ii^^^lrs And 

did WilheMlid Kkft M^t fl^ fiyHaSly eUdl^tlk^iiito^ iM 

itleiit^ bdSxii^ hd #As^ liiliti^i'l^ JtAomt by dte ii(]l|^Ili^6h 

dHed tod t^tir^ Amtfj pdMf Iiir6^^ ^6 Mtord prd- 
ee^ ttf yea^ atid {dtnly &otn being fitti^cbed tod bmnt ttp 
by his fl^ty s6id^ tMfMch \AaaM )ik€ d V^^j^e^ hBbHght 
ih hte bdsoni^ don^taiitiy mbhShg hM io iMost vdtdh^ris 
bl^Hi^^ ^t^jrestiibhii^ tod misAdVeMni^; I htLVt bduti it 
6bs^Hr^ l^ a prdfbili)fti tod^ilM^ 
li^iH^^^ thkt if a itettnto ^aab^&t^ i^be ^Ws eld^ fh^ «^ 
ijrttt^ ti( ket Me k teijr |)^eibari(^ti^; bdt if bafill^ shfe i4- 
^1"^^ ^ lives fbreVei^t ^idb fflteii^ii^ %^ die eais^ #itfi 

m'W k^A Ok^ s^^ ittith^^ bri^ lOkmt Ae irti^e^ 6f 
Hitt dtyi iii £( bro«M-'^ldited tbtdj WitB biiitbh^ Mairfy its 
ik!^^ tii di^ sbi^ df Ajait, to bldi^UdtlM taOiM hdt 
s«tt^k Oil di^ bftdb d'bi^H^iad, and a c^^ as Hi^ f»^ Ms 

ndite tmM up i^ifa ^ tfo^t j^tidtot d^i his dhedts, Kibe 
At t^f^^ dtT^ih^ M WiitgUi w^^ sebrth^ ihfd ^ dU% 
f6i^**^aoiMltss, ih cons^u^t;^ of die iid^hbdtiHiood of 
i^&A^tc^ litd^ ^y ey^, dii>oti^h ^Mcfa his WhM iMi 
htamA as ^rtendy^ as a trOj^K^ $ati Mazi% dirdtigk a 
paif dl^bdMiiig^laSSddi Tb^ coi>ti^t« df his ^Mfnrtb #er(e 
cttiidtisly tiidd^ediittd akii^df fr^^^rk, liOtaBtdet^ 
s^mbKng^ the i^iitikleld prtflttd^d^of to irtitM6 pi% ddg; 
in a wcfMf h^ was ohe of die wimi |k]isidte, rcfi^ess^ ti^y, 
little meti, diat evac' ptrt himself inf a passidn abotit nothing. 
Such were the peWOnai endowments of William die 
Testy i bttt it Was dile steiiliig riches of his mind di^t raised 
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him to dignity and power* In his youth he had passed 
with great credit through a ce|[el»rated academy at the 
H^gue, noted for producing finished scholars with a des- 
patch uneqi^all^dj except by certain of our American col- 
leges, which seem to manufacture bachelors of arts by some 
patent machine. . Here he skirmished very smartly on the 
firontiers of several of the sciences, and made so gallant an 
inroad in the dead languages, fis to bring o£P captive a host 
of Greek nouns and Latin verbs,, together with divers pithy 
saws and apophthegms ; all which h& constantly paraded 
in conversation and writing, with as mudi vainglory as 
would a triumphant general of yore display the spoils of 
the countries he had ravished. He had moreover puzsded ^ 
himself considembly with logic, in which he had advanced 
so &r as to attain a very familiar acquaintance, by name at 
least, with the whole &mily of syllogisms and dilemma^; 
but what he chiefly valued himself on, was his knowledge 
of metaphysics, in which having once upon a time ventured 
top deeply, he came well nigh being smothered in a sloi^h 
of unintelligible learning — a fearful peril, firom the effects 
of which he never perfectly recovered.— In plain words, 
like many other profound intermeddlers in this abstruse, 
bewildering science, he so confused his brain with abstract 
speculations which he could not comprehend, and artificial 
distinctions which be could not realize, that he could never 
think clearly on any subject, however simple, through the 
whole course of his life afterwards. This, I must confess, 
was in some measure a misfortune, for he never engf^ed in 
argument, of which he was exceeding fond, but what, be* 
tween logical deductions and metaphysical jargon, he soon 
invcdved himself and his subject in a fog of contradictions 
and perplexities, and then would get into a mighty p^sion 
with his adversary, for not being convinced gratis. 

It is in knowledge as in swimming, — he who osten- 
tatiously sports and flounders on the sur&ce, makes more 
noise and splashing, and attracts more attention than the 
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industrious pead^ver, who plunges in seardi of treasures 
to the bottom*' The ^ universal acquirements" of William 
Kieft were the subject of great marvel and admiration 
among his countrjrmen ; he figured about at the Hague 
with as much vainglory, as does a profound Bonze at 
Pekin, who has mastered half the letters of the Chinese 
alphab^; and, in a word, was unanimously prcmounced 
a universal genius i — I have known many universal geni- 
uses in my time, thou^, to speak my mind freely, I never 
knew one, who, for the ordinary purposes of life, was 
worth his weight in st^w ; but for the purposes of govern- 
ment, a little sound judgment, and plain common sense, is 
worth all the sparkling genius that ever wrote poetry, or 
invented theories. 

Strange as it may sound, therefore, the universal acquire- 
ments of the illustrious Wilhelmus, were very much in his 
way ; and had he been a less learned man, it is possible he 
would have been a much greater governor. He was ex- 
ceedingly fond of trying philosophical and political expe- 
riments: and having stuffed his head full of scraps and 
remnants of ancient republics, and oligarchies, and aris- 
tocracies, and monarchies, and the laws of Solon, and 
Lycurgus, and Charondas, and the imaginary common- 
wealth of Plato, and the Pandects of Justinian, and a 
thousand other fragments of venerable antiquity, he was 
for ever bent upon introducing some one or other of them 
into use ; so that between one contradictory measure and 
another, he entangled the government of the little province 
of Nieuw Nederlandts in more knots during his admini- 
stration, than half a dozen successors could have untied. 

No sooner had this bustling little man been blown by a 
whiff of fortune in the seat of government, than he called 
together his council, and delivered a very animated speech 
on the affairs of the province. As every body knows what 
a glorious opportunity a governor, a president, or even an 
emperor has, of drubbmg his enemies in his speedies, mes- 
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s^e% attd bidletins^ \^he)^ he hm tte telk iMmhis ^^h 
M^ they may b6 ^itii^ tiie h{gl)^hr(^ttitej WiOliM Ki^ 
did not Mlffa^ do bvofumble M o^cfiidioti to esc^ hiiliy df 
etttieing tliat gdlantry 6f tdng^e t^o^hitiotl t6 aS aMie te^ 
gfeki^Si Bdbi'e b^ emhtnehc^, it iA tetoftdi^ Astl ht 
took 6ui Mi^ pocket hdndltei^^ide^^ and gave a Ve^ sosforous 
bla^t; of the nose, aceotding to the tisual cuistdin of great 
ofatdrs. This, in general^ t believe, is intended as a sig^ 
tial ttuti^et, to call the attehtiOft of the afuditots ; but with 
Williitm the Testy it boasted a itibte dassid caiise, for he 
Imd read of the suigalai' ex|)edieiit of that fimious dema^- 
gogue Gains Grticchnd, Who^ when he hatangned the Ro* 
tOBXi poptdace, modniated his tones by an oratorical Qtite 
or pitch-pipe. 

This preparatory symphony beilig perfOrtiiedj he eom- 
menoed by e:fepressmg a htimb|e sense of his o#h Want of 
talents, his utter unworthihess c^ the bbiiaUt tonfetted 
upon hhti, and his humiliatiiig hM^pacity to diseharge th6 
impc»i»iit duties of his li^w station : ill shorty he expresscid 
so contemptible an opihion of himself^ tfiat many siMpk 
cotoitry members pt^sent^ ^oitot that these wet^ mere 
words of course^ always used on su<ih oc<^ions, wete very 
iBieasy, and even felt Wi'oth tliat he shotild accept titk office^ 
for which he W&s consciously so iUadequate. 

He then pinoceeded iU a Uianner highly elassie, pitH 
foundly etudite, and nothing at aH to tiie puifk>se; beii^ 
nothkig mote than a pompous aeeoUiit of all the gOvetn^ 
ments of ancient Greece, and the wa^ Of Rome and Cttt-^ 
thage^ together with the rise and fall of Stmdiy ou&ixidii^ 
empires, about which the assembly knew no more than 
their great grandchildren who were yet Unborn. Tlius 
having, after the manner of your learned orators, convinced 
the audience that he was a man of maoriy words and great 
erudition, he at length came to the less important part of 
his s^>eecb, the situation of the province ; and here he sOoA 
worked himself into a fearftd rage against^ the Yankees, 
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whom be.ccMppi^a'M tp the G^vin wh0 desolated RQmje„ 
anii the Goth? ^^nd Vand^ who oveyraathe feir^^t plains, 
of E^rpperrrQor did h/^ forget to i3[ientio% in tjenns pf ^e-r. 
quate opprob?i\mi, ihfi insolence i*ith wlvidi they hj^d ei^ 
croached uppn the tierritbries of New Netherlands^ and 
tl^e ui^)aralleled audacity with which they had commenced 
t^e tpwn of New-Jpiymouth, and planted the oniw patches 
of Weathersfield under the very walls of Fori Goed Hoop»* 

Having thus artfidly warought wp his tfil^ pf terror to n 
clima^t^ he assumed a selfssaitisfied look^ and declared* with 
^ pod of Rowing import, that he had taken me4s^res to 
put a fin;^l stop tO these encroadunents-rr-that he had been 
obliged to have recourse to a 4readM engine of war&ret 
lately invented* ^&1 in its effects, but authorized by dire- 
fiil necessity. Jn a word, he was resolved tp conquer the. 
Yanl^ees-^by proclamation^ 

For this purpose he bad prepared a tremendousi instru*" 
meut of the J^i^d-nrordering, commapdin^ a^d efgoiyiing 
t^ie intruders foresaid forthwith to remove^^ de|)art, and 
vritbd^av firom the di^trictj^ regpions^ and territpws aforcr 
said) *mdeT ppw of su,ftering aU the peiwdties, forfeitures^. 
a^4 punish^ients hi s^ch case made and prpvided, &c» 
This proclamatipn, he assured them, would at once exte^- 
wn^te th^ enew frwi the fa<?e of the country^ and hie 
pledged his v^ur as a governor^ that within twp mpnths 
aft^ it was puWish^ not pnje stone shpuld remftin pn 
^l^tbeir iu my of ^fee tpwns whi/ch they had h\^h. 

The council remained for some time silent after he had 
|ui^h?d« whether ^tmurt^; dumb with admiratiian at Ae 
hpiliWfjy of his prpjeipt, or put to sleep by the length pf 
1^1^ h^ifaugxie, the history of the times doth not mention. 
S»fl|Gfi,it ib s^yi they ^t ll^ngth gave a general grunt of 
a^Pf^^i^; the proclamation was immediately des- 
Tifffi^^mi wiih due oerempny, haying the great seal of the 
prii^vhi^:^ whd^ was about the si^e of a buckwheat panpak^ 
attached to it by a broad red riband. Governor Kieft, 
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having thus vented his indignation, felt greatly relieved— 
adjourned the council sine dte— put on his cocked hat and 
corduroy small-clothes, and mounting a tall raw bonied 
eharger, trotted out to his country seat, which was situated 
in a sweet, sequestered swamp, now called Dutch Street, 
but more commonly known by the name of Dog's Misery. 

Here, like the good Numa, he reposed from the toils of 
legislation, taking lessons in government, not from the 
Nymph Egeria, but from the honoured wife of his bosom ; 
who was one of that peculiar kind of females, sent upon 
earth a little before the flood, as a punishment for th^ sins 
of mankind, and commonly known by the appellation of 
knowing women. In &ct, my duty as an historian obliges 
me to make known a circumstance which was a great se-' 
cret at the time, and consequently was not a subject of 
scandal at more than half the tea-tables of New- Amster- 
dam, but which, like many other great secrets, has leaked 
out in the lapse of years ; and this was, that the great Wil- 
helmus the Testy, though one of the most potent little' 
men that ever breathed, yet submitted at home to a species 
of government, neither laid down in Aristotle nor Plato; 
in short, it partook of the nature of a pure, unmixed ty- 
ranny, and is &miliarly denominated petticoat government. 
An absolute sway, which, though exceedingly common in 
these modem days, was very rare among the ancii^nts, if 
we may judge from the rout made about the domestic eco- 
nmny of honest Socrates, which is the^ only ancient case on 
record. 

The great Kieft, however, warded off all the sneers and 
sarcasms of his particular friends, who are ever ready to 
joke with a man on sore points of the kind, by alleging 
that it was a government of his own election, to which he 
submitted through choice ; adding at the same time a pro- 
found maxim which he had found in an ancient author, 
that «* he who ^vould aspire to govern, should first learn 
to obey.** 
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CHAPTER I!. 

tn which are recorded the eitge Prefects of a Buler tfunktereal 
Geniue. The art of Fighimg 6y Prochmatioth'^kd A^v 
ihai the voHant Jacobut Vm Cwlet eame ta bejb^ify 4ifr 
honottnd at Fori Goed Hoqp^ 

NsYfR was a more comprehensive, a more expeditiouSf 
QTf what is slilL better, a more, economical jqeasure d^vised^ 
than, this, of defeating the Yankees, by proclamation; an 
expedient, likewise, so humane, so gentle, and pacific, 
there were te^ chances to one in &vour of its succeeding, 
but then Ijiere was one chance to ten that it would not 
sucosed; asth^ illnatured&tes would have it, thatsin^^ 
chaoce carried the day 1 The proclamation was perfect 
in aU its parts, well constructed* well written, well sealed, 
and wdl publi$hed-^all that was wantmg to insure its effect 
was, that, the Yankees should stand in awe of it; but, pro- 
voking to relate, they treated it with the most absolute 
contempt, applied it to an unseemly purpose,, and thus did 
the first warlike proclamation come to a sbamefiil end — 
a fate which I am ci^ediUy informed, has befallen but top 
many of Us successors. 

. It was a long time before . Wilhelmus Kieft could be 
perauad^, by th^ united efforts of all his counsellors, thflt 
his war measures had failed in producing any effect. On 
the contrary, he flew in a passion whenever any one dared 
to question its e£Bicacy ; and swore, that though it was slow 
in operating, yet when once it began to work, it would 
soon ptn-ge the land of these rapacious intruders. Time, 
however, that test of all experiments both in philosophy 
and politics, at length convinced the great Kieft, that his 
proclamation was abortive ; and that, notwithsttmding he 
had waited four years in a state of constant irritation, yet 

U 
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he was still further off than ever from the object of his 
wishes, ths implacable adversaries in the east became 
more and more troubt4^o^ ihi &dr /encroachments, and 
founded the thriving colony of Hartford close upon the 
skirt9 49f 'Fort Goed Hdo^ '\ They moreover commenced 
the fidr ^etfiemeht of Newhaven (aUas the .Red HiUs) 
within the domam» of dieit h^h nugfatinesses^^-^hile the 
onion patches of Pyquag wete a continual eyeswe to the 
garrison of Van Curlet. Upon beholding, dierefore, the 
inefficac^ of M^ measure, the sage Kieft, I9te' many a 
worthy pradMbh^r of phyisic, Md the blame, not to the 
hiedicine, but the quantity administered^ and resblut^ 
resolved to double the dose. ' 

In the year* 1639, therefore, that being* the fourth year 
of his reign, he iiilininated' agamst th^na second prodlu 
mation, of heavier metal than the former ; wiittien; in tfaun<- 
dering long'^enteilfees, not'ohe Word of whltsh was under 
five syllables. This, in faet, Was a kind of noti-itxtercdurfeie 
bin, forbidditig and proMbttmg till commerce and connex- 
ion, between any and every of the sidd Yankee intruders^ 
jaiid the said fortified post of Fort Goed Hoop ; and orders- 
ihg, commanding, ai^d advising till his trusty, loyalj and 
well-beloved subjects, to fiimish them with no supplies of 
gin, gingerbread^ or sour crout; to buy hone of their 
pacing horses, meazly pork, apple brandy, Yankee tun^ 
cider water, appk sweetmeats, Weathersfield'(»iions, or 
Wooden bowls ; but to starve and exterminate them froni 
Ae face of the land. 

Another pause of a twelveinonth etlsued, during which 
the last proclamation received the same attention, and 
experienced the same fate as the first ; at the end of Whicli 
term, the gallant Jacdbus Van Ouflet despatched his an- 
nual messenger, with his customary budget of complaints 
and entreaties. Whether the regular interval of a year, 
intervening between the arrival of Van Curias couriers, 
was occasioneif by the systematic regularity of his move- 
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taiijty. Spme^hay^ a^lie^j^ Ijp the ste^5^ss^^l|is^i|>ef*?i 
3epger3| whoi as I ^havelaefwe^flpticefiy w^f q^9s«s; frqm 
the shortest and fattest of his garrison, as least. ji)^§ly tp 
be worn out on iixe road^r Wfi whc^ bcdng pursfy, fs^iort- 
^inded Uttleipien,. generally txavelled fif^n xniles a^-day, 
'ftpd then laid by :a isvhole .ifir^^-r^tP J^est . AULtheie, jip^*^ . 
ev^l*9 a^^ jtoattprs ^f conjeG);m^ ; ^iid I rather th^^ it may 
b^ a«tcrib^d to the immemorial ;Di$?sm pf this worthy coui^r . 
try» ^an^ y^lmiii has ever fafflu^c^jall its public transacsi' 
tions — ^not to do thin^ in ahuny* 

The gallant Jacobus Yfin <i}urlet in Jm dc^^patches re? 
spectfully jrepr^s^ited, thrt-^ev^j^ years ba4 pow elapsed, 
since his, fir^t application to his late eixq^llei^, the r^ 
nownedWouteriy^n Twplerj during .if^)4Gii;i;n;^^iry^ bis 
garrisoa b^ b^pfi r^duc^d,9^^.i|ly o^^-^ig^t^y ^J^A^^ 
QftWQ of hl$,most,y^ia|^^d;Cqrp^l^t>Ql|[^rf, whq ha4 
accidental][y,.oyer'-e^n tj^^ms^ves oii.^opQae. f^t,;sal^^i^ 
caught in ,tb)? Yar^^he river, .^e further .stat^.tbattli^ 
-enemy peysast^d in theur jnro^, taking no i^otifje of ^ 
fort pr itp inhabitants,, but squittttogthfBmselyei^dpiWP^ mi 
forming settleme«ts ajl arwnd it ; sp.tbat, m a li^e wbilfi, 
he sl;ioi44j.4nd ,hims^ find99^d,wd.,bl(Ofb>dqd by the 
.€»en^y,aft4]tQt^ly atth^.m^r<?y* .: . . 

,,.l^^t^»m^ ,tl^^,inost atipfiipps.of bis grievpnces, I %d 
ibe following st41 on record, w^pb may. serve to /show the 
J>loody*-minded a^roges of tl?i<^^ »safvage ontirudeirs. " In 
the mesne time, , they of Hartford have no^pi^y^n^urped 
and taken in the lan4s of>Conn#cticpt^ altbo^gb' unright- 
eously and against the lawe^^QJf x^iAipnjB^, \nxt bav^a. l^in^red 
our nation in sowing theire owne purchased broken up 
lands, but have also sowed them with come in the night, 
which the Netherlanders had broken up and int^ided to 
sowe : aud have beaten the servants of the high and mighty 
the honored companie, which were labouring upon theire 
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muster's hoids, frcHn thefre lands, with sticks ismd jdoir 
staves in hostile manner laming, and amongst the resty 
struck Ever Duckings • a hole in his head, with a stick, 
soe thlit the blood ran downe very strongly downe up6n 
his body.** 

Bbt what is stili more ati^ietts-^ 

« Those of Hartford i^cid a hogg, thait belonged to the 
hmior^ companie, imder pretence that H had eaten of 
thcire grounde grass, when they had not any ftiot of inhei'- 
itance. They proffered the hogg for 5*. if the commis«> 
sioners would have given 5^. for damage; which the com«- 
missioners denied, because noe man's owne hogg (as men 
use to say) can trespass uponhis owne master's grounde."-f- 

The receipt of this melancholjr intelligence incensed the 
whole community-— there was something in it that spoke 
id the dull comprehension, and touched the obtuse fediings 
even of the puissant vulgar, who generally require a kick 
in the rear, to awaken their .slumbering dignity. I have 
known my profound fellow-citizens bear without murmur, 
a thousand essential infringements of their rights, merely 
because they were not immediatdy obvious to their senses; 
but the moment the unlucky Pearce was shot upon our 
coasts, the whole body politic was in a ferm^it : so the en- 
lightened 'Nederlanders, though they had treated the en- 
croachments of their eastern neighbours with but little re- 
gard, and 1^ thdr quill-valiant governor to bear the whde 
brunt of the war, with his single pen ; yet now every in- 
£vidual fek his head brokai in the brdien head of Ihick- 
ings— «nd the unhaj^y &te of thar fellow-dtizen the hog, 
being impressed, carried and sold into captivity, awakened 
a grunt of sympathy from every bosom. 



• Xhif namt is no.doubt Biitipdt. In some old Dutch MSS* of the 
time, we find the name of Evert Dujrckingh, who is unquestionably 
the unfortunate hero above alluded to. 

t Haz. CoL SUU Pass. 
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*the gbir^tnor and edimdH, goaded by tfie ckmours of 
the multttade, now sat themselves eatvestiy to ddiberaie 
Upon what was to be done. Proclamatiolis had at iengdi 
fidlen mto temporary disrepttte; some were fi)r sending 
the Yankees a tribute, as we make peace-Kiflferings tblhe 
petty Barbary powers, or as the Indrans sacriifice Co the 
devil: Others were ifor buying them out ; but this wasr opi- 
-posed, as it would be admowtedging their tilie to the land 
iSiey had seized; A variety of measures w««, as usiiJ in 
such cases, proposed, discussed, and abandoned; and the 
council had at last, to adopt the means, which being the 
most common and obvious, had been knowingly overlook- 
ed; for your anifmng acute poKticians are forever locking 
through telescopes, which only enable them to see such 
objects as are &r off, and unattainable ; but wkidi inc»- 
pacitate them to see such things as are in their reach, and 
obvious to an sunple folks, who are cont^it to look with 
the naked eyes heaven has given them. The profound 
eouncil, as I have said. In their pursuit after Jack-o'-laii- 
tems, accidentally stumbled on the very measure they weife 
in need of; which was to raise a body of tnx^, and des- 
patch them to the relief and reinforcement of Ae garrison. 
This measure was carried into such prompt operation, that 
in less than twelve months, the whole expedition, ccHisist- 
ing of a Serjeant and twelve men, was ready to mardi ; and 
was reviewed for that purpose, in the public square, now 
known by the name of the Bowling Ghreen. Just at this 
juncture the whole community was Arown into conster- 
nation, by the sudden arrival of the gallant Jacobus Van 
Curiet; who came straggling into town at the head of his 
crew of tatterdemalions, and bringing the melancholy ti- 
dings of his own defeat, and the capture of the redoubta- 
ble post of Fort Goed Hoop by the ferocious Yankees. 

The &te of this important fortress, is an impressive warn- 
ing to all military commanders. It was neither carried by 
storm, nor fiunine ; no practicable breach was effected by 
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icannon or iniiie%;'itp m»ffcm^m^r^ Uowniip b^ r^d*-hot 
shot;. n6r wene tlie«ban»d^.d9inQlj^h^ orjtjbe.gamspn 
.Aestnoyed, by <the. bursting of boQ^b&hells. .Ifgi,^t, the 
phiJee was tak^^ by ftiStratiigemaoIej^ si]^gu^r ,thaii efi*^ 
tiials! imd'OOe.that can never &il of success, wheii^eyer an 
oj[iporti^ly occurs of p^tti^g it in prac^ce. Happy am 
I to add, lor 'the; cs^edit of our illustrious ancestors, that it 
Vaef a^tratagetu^^which though it impe^hed the vigilance, 
yet left the bravery of the intr^id, Van Curlet and his gar- 
rison perfectly free fitom reproach« 

It appears that the crafty -Yankees, having heard of the 
-regular habits of the i garrison, watched a favourable op- 
portunity, and silendy introduced themselves into the fort, 
'about the middle of lasultiy day; when its vigilant defend- 
ers, faatiiig gorged themselves .with a hearty dinner, and 
[smoked out their pipes, were one and all snoring most ob- 
streperously at their posts, litde; dreaming of sp disastrous 
an occurrence. Tlie enemy most inhunpanly seized Jaco- 
bus Van Curlet and his sturdy myrmidons by the nape of 
the neck, gaUanted them to tibe gate of the fort, and dis- 
missed them severally, with a, kick on the cnqpper, as 
Charles the Twelfth dianissed the heavy bottomed Rus- 
•skn$(, after the battle of Narva— only taking care to give 
two ki^ks to Van Curlet, asa signal mai^ c^ distinction. 

ArSt^oDg garrison was immediately established in the 
'fort, consisting of twenty long.sided, hard fisted Yankees, 
with Weathersfield •onions stuck in their hajbs, by way of 
cockades and feathers— ^long rusty fowling pieces for mus- 
kets — hasty pudding, dumb fid), park, and molasses for 
stores ; and a huge pumpkin i^as, hoisted on the end of a 
p<^ as a standard— 'liberty caps not having> as yet come 
into&shion. 
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CHAPTER III.: 



CthUaimngViefeairfki'wrdtk of WlUiam the Tfttty.and fkegMt 
doh^ qf^Nefi^Amst0rdamimer9, hec&usei^ the iaffMr opFori 
GoedWa^, — Andimr0m)erhom W4UkimtheWiadifdid^lr6iiigii 

' fyJMify^ cky^^TogetherwiA the eafloUs qfStoJklBrin^ 
kerhoff. 

I/AiiGtiAc»B^ cannot express the prbdigiouB ftny, into 
■v^k the testy Wilhelmuid Kieft was thrown by thi»pro<> 
v<^^mg i»I^IMgenoe. For t^ee good hoi|i:» the rage of th^ 
fitde man^ was too great for words, or rather the vppxid 
were tOd great for hum ; and^he was neariy choked by some 
dozen huge^ misshapen, nine cornered Butch oaths, that 
eniwd^dall: dc^ cmce into his* g«dlet. Having blazed offtbii 
first broad$»de) he kept ap ^constant fiHng for three whole 
day!?*-J^Batbeknatizingthe-Yaiikees, man, woman, andchfld, 
b^y and'sou); fof a iet of dieven, schobbegakeii, deUge^ 
Meten^,' twidt^zoek^ren, loozen^schaUcen^t idaes-kaken, kak-^ 
ken-beddeH, and a thousand o^iernamte of whid^ unfixru- 
tunately for posterity, hLg^ocy does not make particular 
ift<entioti; Finally he swdr^ tliat he would have nothing 
BioifetO'dowitli'Sudi a squatting, bundling, guessing, ques- 
tifcmklg, dwiipfMng, pumpkin-eating, molasses-daubing 
^)&igteHqpl%ting, cider-waterk^, horse-jock^^g, notion^ 
pedffiing erew^--4hatthey might stay at Fort Goed Hoop 
mA't^ before he would dirty his hands by attemptij^ to 
drive th^em away ; in proof of whidi he o<^dered the new 
raised troops to be marched forthwith into winter-quar- 
ters, although it was not as yet quite midsummer. Go- 
vernor Kieft faithfully kept his word, and his adversai'ies 
as fitithfuUy kept their post; and thus the glorious rivet- 
Connecticut, and all the gay valleys through which it rplls, 
together with the salmon, shad, and other fish within its 
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waters, fell into the hands a£ the victorious Yankees, by 
wh<Ma they are held at this very day. 

Great despondency seized upon the city of New- Am- 
sterdam, in consequence of these melancholy events. The 
name of Yank^, became as terrible among our g^od an^ 
cestors, as wu tlwU; of Gaul among the .ancient Romans : 
and all the sage old women of the province, usedit as a 
bugbear,^ wherewith to frighten their unruly children into 
obedience. 

The eyes of all the province were now turned upon 
their governor, to know what he would do for the protec- 
ticm of the common weal, inthese days of darkness and 
periL Great apprehensions prevailed among the reflect- 
ing part o£ the ^x>mmunity, especially the old.women, tbl^ 
these teirible warriors of Connecticut, not omtent with 
tha amquest of Fort Goed Hoop, would ioocmtinently 
march on to. New-^Amsterdam and. take it by stonnr-*and 
as these old ladies, through means of the goveinor's spouse;^ 
who, as has been abready hinted, was << the better horse;," 
had obtained considerable influence in public affiurs, keep- 
ing the province under a kind of petticoat government, it 
vms determined that measures should be taken tor the 
Elective fortification of the cUy* 

Now it hi^pesbed that at this time there sojourned in 
New- Amsterdam one Anthony Van Corleat,* a jolly fiit 
Dutch trumpeter, of a pleasant hurley visile, &mous 6x 
his long. wind and his huge whiskers;. and who, as the 
atory goes, could twang^ so potendy.upon his instrument^ 
as to produce an effect upon all within hearing, as though 
ten thousand bagpipes were singing most lustily i' tihe 



• pavid Pietrez Ik Vriei in his « Eeyae mer Kieaw-NedMandt 

onderhet year 1640»" makes mention of one CorUau a trumpeter in 
Fort Amsterdam, who gave name to Corlear's Hodr, and who wga 
doubtless this same champion, described by Mr. Knickerixjcker,-^ 
Editor. 
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of «U/tii^ waAdf aod^nostiffiiited.to 1m the ehsmfnaa^if 
Ne'vr^AiiisteiUta^ and 40 gartkon ks fcnrt^ inakiBg Ikftlc 
doiriKt'lndi diat his iiiistmiwiit it^tndd ibe as effectiM and 
laiimscvi in '!#ar arwasithat of the Fabdiii Astolf^ «r 
the mbiedbssic horn of Aki^o& It woiddhave dxme tee^a 
heart good to have seen die gomsmor SDaj^^^ I&b bof^ 
and fid^etti]ig>>^vM dielqiiri;^ ivhile his^'athndf ^trm&pdter 
fitrutted iq> aiid dmm life iraimparts^' fearlepdy twtiiiffBig 
hia traaapdi'snjthB &ce of^ihe whole #orld,.i3ie a ihdo^ 
iralbroQs editOT^ daringfyiBauhzi^ all Ae |»rkidpa]tlMi aiid 
IMMHrerfllionrth^'odieif side)Q6tle\Mantid. . J 

•ifor was he eoi^i^ trith ibiis strongly :g«lf!risoKiaig.^ 
fort, botiief lUcewise added dzioeedii^glj'tp iiii itrengiAkj k^ 
fhmishing dt irith a ftrmidable baito!^ <tf ^piaker^gimiiftft 
storing )Ei<8tapendocis fli^Hitaff in die eenba^, whidi oi^^r 
tapped die vdible dty— *aiid* radreover bgr huildiiig a gNvIt 
winihnili oh one of the' bastidas. ^ This Iftst^ lo i^ silfc^i 
was soinewhat of a. novelty in the art dC^rtSfication, bil^ 
as I have already observed, William Kid^ was notorifdjoi 
fi>r in][iovatk»ifi and eiqperunents, and tsadki^iis dp a^Srui 
that he.was)inuch ^ven to mephanicai iiweptiQn9-«*Hxm> 
stmcting j)atent snookie-jadbfi^carts thi^ Ir^t before thi9 
lunrses-^-Aiid tspeciaUy etiecting windn^Us, for wbi<^ mh 
diines he liad slequiredi a ati^t^ular predileptiooi ia ]^ i^ 
tty»'townofSaardamv . ': 

AU these sdentific vi^aries of the litde g9Ym^w w^iff 
cried up with ecstacy by his adheraits, as proo^ of his 
vudversal geaus; but there were not wantii;^ ill-natured 
grumblers, who nailed at him a^ ^ployii^ his nund in 
frivoloiis pursuits, and devoting ik»t imi^ tQ s^aujij^ja^ 



* De Tries mentions that this windmill sitood on the soudL-<east 
bastion, and it is Iftewise to be seen, together with the flagustaff, $9 

X 
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Mid' wilitoiHil *liipll'thmikbto>^^bt^ kih wfkil is At 

Kght€ilc<Hr|ilgni;aBB twrcFHadijegtl /'- - 
Nol«Mi8liBdfaigdA Aeiaeg^ 

time, 4o throw a bcme'&rt^ildpe^to fisrioiqsbnyf^lnHkvvdie 
tknicif rtfi^M>*^i» hgp>aJi^^ ^»1 ^tdMit Ak dnrntown 

and tfans olie^rdb A&dKck)iiiiig>lieMlt»^]of the foiiooril^Ntd^ 
«rhm^grs^ /othevivibe'tliere is ne^ktioiiii^itortiikat^icilgths 
tkey'inu^ti&urfe'gbiie kt^the' exoees of^thidrfvgacfo^iiipL-t 
^hjt'fgndf" skjs^ihe prafisimdlliistdrianfcof'tl^ 
dMmpiotiS'idCCSiiDistttidon^ M is companion mlbn^ipabi 
iuid di^sfiidr V pKoeuiwirf^ kffi^iio 
> AaMtkg^^tm iwtfaenma ingtwig xrf ' tHe iM<eai>»roifMi' a -of 
CottiieetieitQ'^iNdfi^;> ibr 'itraie time past^* bad^occaidoiiM 
mitk giMt tarlbuitttimiil s^oild' pttrtioiik]^<4ia^.mei^ 

iihid^ lat ^^i^aiee'^Udij'fiNntt'the'pe^^ 
its shell-fish, was called Oyster Bay. ThirinB vtteeUng 
Ih6 pMvkkse in' a atosi stnsibtepifftyvmd o oc asioi wd great 
agitilioil at N^fw-'AmsMAuu; /> 

It is SKI ip^ a < gW vet<Me4hc^3i0dtkiioiwJtM^^ 
sioldgisKs,' tblii'1ll^t^B|bQroiHttb(thalaffi9e^^ 
tte'thrMi; aad Ai» fliiiy^ te ^aeeoamed-lbrM 
principles iriuch I have already quoted in my strictmres on 
fiit aldermen. Nor is the Act miknown to the world at 
large; and hence do we observe, that the surest way to 
gain the facaurta oS the^milUon, is to feed them well*-*«Dd 
tbatamanis ne'ver so diqmed>'to iattn^, to^deMaanli 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



N^W-YORK. ito 

dfairiMAKi eh«tf^i£MohPabuhidtaoe of><riH60«^i^ 

of parties secure lfaeHtf^(Mu»;40F/tlu£f >pfHrtnii% liy ve- 

dvtinip the sufflft^>of'i h e t ^ n>« y mob) ^bf tMHt^lbeBi 
tHliiba)l^f(NuiC«Md/i«Ni8l^ I hivireteciim ipaiqr a 

■UHi) iv^lijs fliine ca^'flc^wi^cQiifiderabWiiii^^ 
soeieity^^atid U9«:p* «. larger ^diare^ of; the good-^vdU^ 
ftllc^ ckiaensy <#hen the/ cnljr tUng^liutt coukl he said m 
yb'^^ogium Was^ ^«>tlttt be gave agood ^Biierv ndkept 
exoebentfriiie.'' 

'-HS»cd*thontdi«i'bea]$4Hld'idie«to«uidt are so ^nearly alp- 
lied, it follows ccfoilxmn^f tfiat*wbit«ffiiots the o»e must 
sj^mpadKetieflflf affidotftbe other. ^ Noirit is an equally in- 
eM^rcn^eibiblrdaet^ithat bfaUt-offsnngstot^the steoudi, 
littre* b> 'noiM^^ Ai^iigrate&l ^thui> the testaeeousiiiiariiie 
iiiiima]^kiio#iv)comiii0iify!b^ nameiof Ctyvt&t. 

ifflri Id/sucU g^t rofen^ee .bas'itever beea.hcidl^ 
»[^^^;diailHiidtta^^<rilo<r iCitiaaBfl» that lenpfes; have beeti 
daftoMid to^i^niueriQ^tof mindyla efei3rsti^eet^laiie».aiid 
idkfl^t thranghou^ ithis wdl^ <%. it isr not tix.b^exf- 
j^MMdyillMrefei^ a|dace 

Aofm^Ub^faMUbeitf^fiuFoiiiile 4ciica«^ irndd betoleratsd 
bj^^hi'^AhaMitaiMB of^NevwAmstmlaiiK h An atlAck upon 
tteth^lioilMlstfle^inigbtharfto pankimd# <Mvm the flMseac^e 
ofia^ferw{'<M^ns*might'have>ibeen:pas8edu)yeri tii{jilenoe; 
btlt^^tt'4iuiffagelliat aiMed 4helasde^ 
Mcf«rA#AiMbMa«i»'lMid A ica» tai rd ^thQirtomach» of i|» cor- 
><dMtt3 Mi>goiaas<iM»» ^faa^tao serjoiista posa luir^iseBg^d. 
^Piif l^lo dab^eiltiv^ttOttomDiftJa o|Hnum^ thattfaciin- 
traderifislmdd4i^wiiidiatelyidriven by.&coeiof wmai 
ftMMiOyaler'Bt^liid fts<v^^ and a ^tetaohment.watf 
Mod9cte^|iy>deqNildied finri^the psrpose^ under conunand 
«AoMiakofti4iinbeYbol^ or Brinkerhoofil (t^^.St^fel^ 
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^head-breilm'); so odled becaiM he ^mm^Amtia ef 
■H|^ty deeds, fittnoas thfoughoat tlie whole exti^ <xf 
Nieuw Nederhndts fdr hisjskilljiA quaitersteff; andfer, 
siae, he would iinfe hem a Mitcli f(N^ CoUbrand, the I3^Ui« 
ish chAmpion^ dniii by 0«iy of: Warwick. 

Stofiel Briilkerhoffwds fiman of few words, butpron^ 
actaons-^^-^cme <^. your strai^i^-going officers, who oiareh 
diieodjr forwaijd, and do itheir orders ^thout miking takj 
parade about it. He used no extraoidinary s^eed bx bh 
nroyements, but tnidged steiidily <m, through Nmeveh and 
Babjdon, and Jericho and Patchog, and the mi^ty town 
of Quag, and yarious other renowned cities of yore, which, 
by some unaccountable witchcraft of the Yailkees, ha^e 
been strangely transplanted to Long-Island, until he ar-' 
rifed in the neighbouiiiood of Oyster Bay. 

Here was he encountered by a tumultuous host ofyaliant 
Warriors, headed by P^^eseryed fldi, and Habakkuk Nut- 
ter, and Return Strong, and Zenibbabdi Fisk, and J<»iap 
dian Doolittl^ and Determined Cock !---At the sound ci 
whose names the courageous Stoftl yerily^ believed that 
the whole parliament of Praise God Barebones had been 
let loose td discomfit him. Finding, howerer, that thi» 
formidaUe body was composed n^rely of the ^ select 
men " of the settlement, armed with no other weapon but 
their tongues, and that ihej had issued forth with no other 
intent, than to meet him on the fidld of argmntat^he 
succeeded in putting thaoa to the rout with litde difficulty^ 
and ccmipletefy brt^e up thdr setdanent Widioutwail-> 
ing to write an aocouat of his victory on the spot, andthua 
letting the enemy slip tfaroo^ his fingers, while he wee 
securing his own laurels, as a more experienced geii^»l 
would have done, the brave Stoffek thought of nodiing . 
but completing his enterprize, and utterly ddving the Yaiv- 
kees fitwi the Island. This hardy entorprize he performed 
in nmdi the same manner as he had hem ajgcustotned lot 
drive hisoxen; tor m Ae Yankees ied- b c l i wo kn, her 
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]^f^6dipblids^4>itecbe« and tm^ed^steadify after themt 
and wgcld in&llibly have driven them- inlio 4iiie.«e% had 
Aiey not begged for quarter, and agreed to pay tribute. 

The news of this achievem/^t was a seasonable restora- 
tive to the spirits of the citizens of New-Amsterdam. To 
gratify them still mo^ ike gcrt&m^t resolved to astonish 
them with one of those gorgeous spectacles, known in the 
days of classic antiquity, a fiill account of which had \)e&i 
flogged into his memory, when a school-boy at the Hague. 
A grand triumph, therefore, was decreed to Stoffiel Brink- 
erhoff, who made his triumphant entrance into town rid- 
ing on a Naraganset paoer; five pumpkins, which, like 
Roman eagles, had served the enemy for standards, were 
canried before him — fifty cart4oads of oysters, five hun- 
dred bushels of Weathersfield cmions, a hundred quintals 
of codfish, two hogslieads of molasses, and variotis other 
treasures, were exhibited as the spoils and tribute of the 
Yankees; while three notorious counterfeiters of Mai^ 
hattan notes * were led captive to grace the hero's triumphs 
The procession was enlivened by martial jnusic, firom the< 
trumpet of Anthony Van Corlear, the champion, accom*- 
ptoied by a select baild of boys .and Ufsgrbes, performing 
on the national instruments of rattle^xmes and damndiells. 
The dtizens devoured the spoils in sheer gladness of heart 
-i-^ivery man. did honour, to the conqueror, by ^tting de* 
votttfy' drunk on New Engbhd rum; and the learned WiL- 
helmus Kiefl;, calling to mind, in a momentary fit c^ en- 
thunasm and generosity^ that it was cust<Hnary among the 
ahdento to honcmr their victarious g^erals with public 
statues, passed a gracibus decree by whi^ every tavem- 



* This 18 one of those trivial amchronismst that now and then occur 
in the course of this otherwise authentic history. How could Man* 
liattab notes be counterf^ted* when as yet Banks were uttedwn in 
tti'0Mttitt3^-«Bd our tfaBfile pragsniton kd not vmi dnmat of 
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GH]&FI!BR IV. 

' ^Alpmdttm^ and ki§ ostPftMing rrn^ard* 

-i^It wetoidd^bat get «^pee|iBt^.the4dlytofiJDlaii»Bdr«* 
tda€V^6vej>like s natdik landhidjysbid^iiegalafSyichalki 
1^ thehdebtDT and craditor«c<knmt8 <^HlMkiHd,'iiw^oiikl 
fiiid dial^;ap6n'die whcde^good a&d lei^^re pret^^seidriy 
bnldiic^ inftMs world^> anddint though iw may fev& kmg 
wli^e revel in <the very hp« of imnpeiS^,' die time will M 
leidgdi coooe^ nAeni wiemuM; mieftdly pay effth^wckoniiig. 
Fattaaef^im feot^ is ik pe$dleiit'sdireW)>«nd« filial siinoat 
incinmdbiie'cpeditor^f Ibr thoogh she nutyiiiidvlge herfi^ 
v6iirkeiiiiA>lMig?cie£ts,^^md 6twwfatlm''d^ 
fevonn} Teti'MKRoei^ or 'late»nBlietfairmg9 iip kei^weara, 
witb llie r^gotocf aa»i€xp6rSeiieed^(p)iUioaia,<'aiid iraAea 
ebrh^'ioones iKdlii^tiifiirteard^ > <f >SiDae,V'i8qni goo«liald 
BoedQs faf/htt CcRoaotatdcwis^iPlulosophy^^'^c.Jin^ timmui 
eattmtoiii ket ai(ild» fdeaaure; ud li^ 
de^ kmen^ wliiit om^Kv &twM b«|(iH»ecpreg»i»ti^ 
eatt«R0 <rf:appfOBciiiiig'tiMfal0^^ 

There is nothing that more moves my contempt at the 
stiqpidity and want of reflecticm of my fellow m&if than 
to behold them rejoicing, and indulging in security and 
self-confidence, in times of prosperity. To a wi8e,man> 
who ia bleaaed with the hf^ <rf g^bn, thaae am di»/very 
mraients of atasety^nid ap pf ^te iaw i wd> Im^WiigliMit 
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•te depre«»i<m4 .uWtWt^!Bft(^ jfc»^^ (mii9bi fi\mA ^09^ 

ai.Ta Biiul at .the (bottom: of* a ki4d«r*, rute»y^^tlliHfi(ik 
of brcfJof^hift iiidl^ by ftiwl^^ 

in-^ioio^m^iivbeia 9!e ini^^ to .be mi^^ 
corondiiliucb about tlK^^siuM timeiiiiMi;ib«tymyfiluaiidf 
geemt^^ thaHiev*^ thing is vtai^ ftudvoatioBbaf spjrij^ 
mieonaoipMlie^^of .whidb oigxim.jrour^^^be ite|»>baya ever 
beca.thi^junb«|ipwgt.af ito 

aa'infiiQiUajiAaGkofigeiiiiis to bevdktc^saed widicml rniif 
itQif^^ ma^^jimmuimKy beitsdserable mi tinier jof;mi8fQi«^ 
Awi^ JH^ ]$( fa ib^ pjlu)4i9<^er.. alone whp.smijikcm^ 

fiiidilbat;tV^ap)on|r irf N#w Neth^ajodsi.whidu, j^ndar 
thf w^Oi^itiiaii^Qiiowmdc^Vatv/T^^ had^imsbedUi 
wcbjidiiiviibp^^^ soneldty^'is notr pajrkig^titsjfim- 
tner ii»lftr«i^Mddiadbar^png ti^ie0drpHWttJS<debtii^ca«ifiM 
which it contracted. Foes harass it fipakjdtfS^reatjqui^ 
ievtMKtha ^i^(0(,V^wnAmatmi!kifQ^^ yet ki jtSiin&Dcy, 
it iki^t{4»v,<xHistaiit tidlaim}. M)4^'i1^ valiantd eammtD d i^ 
WillkMlkitheiiTQH]r«: 9i^mm^l3^ vulgiii:^ .biUiiesqpmisKVte 

Whi(a<jJiMi^ eng^g^^ir^oHwg.^ his bl^ir: MeB»k» 
tib0 JST^ikMbsr^n lood^id^^^Q ^find him suddenly ^Mt^sied 
]iiL.aB^Qi)^r'(9i9rt(fir»/.a^^ A v^gfoat 

QOloi^^Sw^dM Mid4»/|J^%^ndi»:t of Peter Mbmeidti^ 
JiM^iar^falsfegafegjwe^ to ^^ 
^m^^rmmistl Sw6de% h«d:Betjttedjtbeins«Iv!esiand erected 
miS^rtdmmfUih («rl];)thtwa|^xi▼er^ withiiirthe boupdm^s 
icbMedbj^tbo^gmnrnia^ New Ijetheriandsi^Hta- 

mf iibmttejuutalbe<fiiirtiaalfu^ 
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their real pretenriofBs tatfae soil; and tlu»ls theftKii«t9 
be lameikedf t» tfcib Mune ic^dony of Siredes ivill hereaftai 
be found most nutteriafiy to ii£fect, not only dbe intwnta 
of the. Ned^knders^ but of die worid at large I 

In wfaatev^ mamier|thei«fere^'tlitt vagabond ookuiy of 
Swedes first' tocAposseasHmctf the country, it Ja-eertaiii 
that in 1638 diejr ettaU^^ tti'foH;; imd MhmewitSy ao* 
cording to the ^oii&hand usage of Ins coiiteniqpbranes^ ^de- 
dared himself giovemor of all the adjacent coui^dy^ under 
the name of the province of Nbw Swsden* No sooner 
diA this reach the ears of the choleric Wilhelmnsy thai^ 
like a true spirited chieftain, he hnn^diatdiy brol^'into « 
violent rage, and calling together Ids coopiei, bdabowred 
the Swedes most lustily in the longest speech that liad ever 
been heard in the ccdcmy, since the meni<^r|ible dispute of 
Ten Breedies and Tough Breeches. Having thus giveii 
vent to the first ebullitions offais indignation^ he had resort 
to his fiivourite measure of piXK^lamation, and despatched 
one piping hot, in the first year of his reign, infimning 
Pet^ Minnewit» that the i)dideterritt»7,f bordering on the 
south river, had, time out of mind, been in poasesnon of 
the Dutch colonists, having been ^< beset with forts> and 
sealed widi their Uood/^ 

' The latter sai^gdnary sentence woidd convey an ideaof 
direful war and Uoodshed, were we not rdieved by the 
information,' that it merely related to a finy, in winch some 
half a dozen Dutchmen had been killed- by ihte Indians, in 
Aeir benevolent attempts to establish a cojony and promote 
civilization. By this it will be seen that WilMam Kie^ 
diough' a very i»nall man, delighted in b% e!cpre$sion% 
and was mud^ given to a praiseworthy figure in rhetoric^ 
generally cukivaled by your little great m^i, caHed hypeP* 
bole. A figure whidi has been found c^kifinite service 
among many of his dasi?, and which has helped to swell 
the grandeur of many a mighty, self-importaiit, but windy 
dpef magistrate. Nor can 1 resist in this fdaee, %odi 
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idbiiwring kovr moA nqr bdored immltTiis faiMbted to 
liuf^wBie figure «f iyp€i l wi e» fiir wypu i ti ng oeitiiii df 
Imt gmteflt dinncters-<'^-sMe8Hieii^ ontar% oiffiaiis, anl 
ii?kies; wfao) bydiiitofl^ woid% inftileil period^ a»4 
manij lAoctrfnesy nre kept ifloat on Ae unrfiice of aoelety, 
lis igBonait swiaamen inre buojml «p by Mown UacUkanii 

The prochimiriwi against Mfamwrite <MiolBd>d ly «v 
deriap t]ie seLMobbed govemofv and bis gdng of Siinlhib 
Mbo^urers, imiQediatdy to kame Ihe cdivitory, ttiderpeiv- 
al^ of tbe Ug^ diifileasure, aoNi inevitable Tengeanetr ^ 
ihepuissaotgovcrmnentii^thelKeawNedef^^ TUk 
^ strong neasnre,** hoiirevcr, does not seem to have bad a 
whk more eftct than its predeeeasKMrs, whidk hsd beM 
drandored agahisi the Yakikee»— dM; Sivedes fesdutely 
jkdd on to ihe tenitbrf ibey had tsk^ possession ol| 
arhesei^oti; nMKter& for the peaaiit nqaaamed ^fi sTctf » ftis^ 

That \inifaehniB Kieft slMold p«rt up with this iMolei^ 
icdbednacy in the Swedes woold mppeer inoonqpatible wilb 
his valorous ten^Kvament; bait we find that whout this 
time theiitde man had his hands fidl, and wiib one anr 
xuxyanee ai^d another, was keptoontinaally^oii the boonce^ 

lliere is a tertain desmption of active legishtoi^ who^ 
by shrewd manageaaent, eontrivealwayy to havea hondred 
irosKomlfaa anvil, every one of wMA must be inunedii* 
aldy attended to; who conseqjoently are ever foil of ten>i» 
jMurary sfanfts and cgq9edk»ts, patchkig up the pnblie wck* 
fee, and'oobblSng themlsonal affiurs, so as to make nine 
holes where they nusnd .one— sto(q»ing chinks and fasra 
with whatever comes first to hand, like the Yankees | 
have mentioned stuffing old clothes in brc^esi #indo^i^ 
Of this class of statesnMn was W^iam the Testy; wn4} 
had he only been blessed with powers equal to his zealj <Mr 
his zeal been disc^)lined by a little discreliim,. there is very 
JMb* doubt but he wouU have made the greatest governor 
of bis size on recoid ; the raiewned govamor of d)e iriand 
^ Bavatiria idone excepted. 

y 
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The great define of Wilhebnus Kkft's pcdicy was, tha^ 
though no man could be moFe ready to stand forth m an 
hour of emergency, yet he was so intent upon guarding 
the national pocket, that he su£^:ed the enemy to break 
its head : in other words, whatever precaution for public 
safety he adopted, he was so intent upon rendering it 
cheap, that he invariably rendered it ineflfectnal. All this 
was a remote consequence of his profound education at 
the Hague ; where, havii^ acquired a smattering of know- 
ledge, he was eveat after. a great Conner of indexes, con- 
tinually difqnng iilto bo(^s, wiihout ever studying to the 
bottom of any subject; s6 that he had the scum of sUl 
kinds (^authors fermenting in hiis pericranium. In s<»ne 
of these titl^mge researches, he unluckily stumbled over 
9' grand political caboHstie word, which, with his customary 
fiKJlity, he inmxediately incorporated into his great, scheme 
of government, to the irretrievable injury and delusion of 
die honest psoviace of Nieuw Nederlandts, and the eter- 
ni^ misleading of all experimental rulers. 

In vain have I pored over the Theurgia of the Chal- 
deans, the Cabala of the Jews, the Necromancy of the A- 
rabians, the Magic of the Persians, the Hocus Pocus of 
the En^h, the Witchcraft of the Yankees, or the Pow- 
wowing of the Indians, to discover where the Mtde men 
first laid his eyes on this terrible word. Neidier the Se- 
(diir Jezirah, diat famous cabalistic vdiume, ascribed to the 
Patriarch Abraham; nor the pi^;es of the Zoheir, contaih- 
ii^ the mysteries of the cabala, recorded by the kamed 
Rabbi Simeon Jochaides, yield anjr light to my inquiries : 
nor am I in the least ben^ted by my painful researches 
in the l^em-hamphorah of Benjamin, the wandering Jew, 
though it enabled Davidus Elm to make a ten days' jour- 
ney in twenty-four hours< Neither can I perdeive the 
slightest affinity in the Tetragrammaton, or sacred name 
of four letters, the profouiidest word, of the Hebrew Ca* 
bala; a mystery, sublime, ineffiiUe, and inoonummicaUe, 
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and the letters cxf whichy Jod-^He*Vau-He, hsmng been 
stolen by die Pagans, constituted their great name Jao, or 
Jove. In sh<»rt, in all iny cabalistic, theurgic, necromantie, 
magical, and astrdogical researches, fr<»n ithe Tetractys 
of Pythagoras, to the recondite works of Breslaw and Mo- 
ther Bunch, I have not discovered the least vestige of an 
origm of this word, nor have I discovered any word of suf- 
ficient potency to counteract it. 

Not to keep my rejEuler in any suspense, the word which 
had so wonderfidly arrested ithe attention of William the 
Tes^, and which in Grerman characters had a particulaih-* 
ly Idack and ominous aspect, on being fiurly translated in^ 
to die English, is no other than ECONOifY — a talismanic 
term, which, by constant use and firequent mention, has 
ceased to be formidable in our eyes, but which has as ter- 
rible potency as any in the arcana of necromancy. 

. When pronounced in a national assembly it has an im- 
mediate effect in closing the hearts, beclouding the intel- 
lects, drawing the purse-strings, and buttoning the breech- 
es-pockets, of all philosophic legislators. Nor are its effects 
on the eyes less wonderfiil. It produces a contaracdon of 
the retina, an obscuri^ of the chrystalline lens, a viscidity 
of the vitreous, and an inspissation of the aqueous humours^ 
an induration of the tunica sclerotica, and a convexity of 
the cornea; insomuch that the organ of vision loses its^ 
strength and peris^cuity, and the unfortunate patient be- 
comes myopesf or, in plain English, purblind ; perceiving 
only the amount of immediate e^qpense, without being aUe 
to look fiurther, and regard it in connexion with the idt»- 
male jobject to be effected ; " so that,'' to quote the words 
of the eloquent Burke, << a briar at his nose is of greater 
magnitude than an oak at five hundred yards distance." 
Such are its instantaneous operations, and the results are 
still more astonishing. By its magic influence seventy- 
fours shrink into fiigates, fiigates into sloops, and skx^ 
into gun-boats As the defenceless ships of Eneas, at the 
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^edmBaoA of ihe grateetis^ y<aiiis» cktaagadiinlD sai- 
Aym|di% Mid^soteGiled Aemsebres bj^diidng; «e«beiB%^ 
>ittvy ef Anierka, bjr the cahntistic won! cfeoaocmyj dwui- 
4ik)0 iitfo sQUll'Cfsft, aad ^Mtbatu ituXin a niU-pond 1 

This aB^poteat woidf whkh jenned as histoudiiloQffaii 
ifKdkicssi Jit onee aqslaias Ih^ whole 4qnitem cf prorkwii 
.^Qiis> fBWtasis, €ivqpty thr«i^ imdmillfiy tranpeters^ a«d 
jNqper war, carried on by Wflbelmus the Tes^a ^lod Wff 
m»y imoe its open^ioaQs iaaa amiMneut whidi h^ fitted 
i/ixtia I64f9 ina^iaenent^drgveat.wfath, ceosistiiig'aftwo 
jkMps and thirty men, under the ocmmiaiid of Hjsiheir 
Jan: Jansen Alpendaoiy as acbooiral of the fleet» and oon- 
iBmidex4D<Me£<}fthe£aro9iBL Hus fimiiidriik expedSicMi^ 
Ivhich am only be paralleled by soiae i^ the daring craiaes 
M our infiHit navy about the bay and up the sound, was 
intended to dn¥e the Marylandevs from the SdtuylkiU, c^ 
trihick ibfiiy had recently taken possessicKi, and which was 
4d«aaed as part <tf the province of Ni»iwNederiandts{ §at 
it appears that at this time oar ijoSuiiixAony was in that 
eoTiidde state so much coveted by ambitious nations; that 
is to sqr^ the government had a vast extent of territory, 
part of which it enjoyed, and the gpreater part of which it 
had conliaually to ipiarrel abcHit. 

Admhnd Jan Jansen Alpendam was s^ man of great mot- 
tie and prowess, and jqo way dismayed at the dbaracter of 
the enemy^ who were reinresetited 9b a g^;antic, gaapow 
der raoe of m^i, who U^ed oik hoe-calces and bacon, ds^ 
mnt^ukps and apple-toddy; and were exceedii^igly expert 
at boQcmg, tbitanig, gouging, tar and featherings and ^ va* 
rie^ of other athletic acocHnpUshments, which they bad 
bcNTfowed ttom thar cousins-german and prototypes die 
Vii|pinans, to wIkmoi they have ever jbome consideraUe re* 
semUaooe. Notwithstanding all these alarming represen- 
tations, the admiral entered the Schuyllqll most undaant- 
tajkf with his fleet, and arrived without disaster Qf oppo^ 
sition at the place of destination^ 
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Here he ittAcked the enemy m & vigotbila speedi in low 
l>iitdi, which the wary Kieft had previously put in his 
{x)ck^; wherein he xxMirieotiBty commenoed by calling 
them a pack of lazy^ lonting, dram*driiiking, codL-figfat- 
ing, hotiMi js adng) slaive^driting, tay«m4iannting, sabbatb- 
breaking^ midatlo-bveeding upstalrtsj and concluded by 
•OTdering them to. eracoate the country immediatd^; to 
which they most, koonically replied in plain EngBshy 
«< they'd see him d d firsf* 

Now lUs was a rqriy for which Beithar Jan Jansen Al- 
ponAimj nor Wilhefamis Kiefty had madeany calcnlatioiifc; 
and finding himatlf totally unprepared to answw «o teni- 
Ue B rebuff wkh suitdfc^ hostSi^9 he oondudedfliatlBs 
imaest course was to return homt' and report progreiis* 
He aoconting^ sailed back to New-Amsterdan, where he 
was received with great honottrs^ and considered as apa^ 
tern fcr all connnanders^ having achieved a most hazards 
ctts Miterprize, at atrifiing expense of treasare, and with* 
mt losing a dngle man to the state!— •He was unanimous* 
Jfcaliei the ddtverer of his eom^ (an appellation libe^ 
nlly bestowed on all great uftra) ; his two liocps having 
done their dirty, were kkl up (or dry*dockcd) in a eove 
now called the Albany Basing where they quietly rottedin 
the aamd} and to immortaIk& his name, diey etecfced bjT 
adbscr^dMi, a magnifioent shingle SM>nttment on tlie top 
of Fhitten4iaiiack • Hill, whkh Uwted Ihiw wh^ 
%hen it £dl to pieod, and was burnt fiw fire-woodi 

' ,* A corruption of Varleth*s bergh, or Varieth's^^ill, so called frobi 
tMe V4tleth^ itho Hvtd upon ihal bill in the earlj days of Uie s^ttW* 
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CHAPTER V- 



Bow WilU^tn the Testy enriched the^ province hy a mdtUuie 6f 
'Idwe, amdeame to be the Patron ofLofwyers ondBumhaiUffs. 
'^Ani horn the peopk became, excfedingfy enUghtened and tm^ 

. happy under hie instructions. 

Amon(^ the many wrecks and fragments of ei^ted wis- 
dom which haye floated down the stream of time from ve- 
nerable antiquity^ and have been carefully pickcid up by 
diiose humble but industrious w^ts, wh6 ply .along the 
^hcnres of literature, we find the following sage ordinance 
of CharondaS) the Locriah le^slator :-^Anxk>us to pre- 
serve the ancient laws of the state from the additions and 
improvements of profound ^< country members/' or offi- 
cious candidates for popularity, he ordained, 'that whoever 
proposed a new law, should do it with a halter about his 
neck, so that in case his proposition was rejected, they just 
bung him up, and there the matter ended. 

Tins salutairy institution had such an efibct, that for 
more than two hundred years there was only one trifling 
i^t^ration in the criminal coide; and the 'wholei race, of 
ifiwyers starved to death for want of emplo3m^t^ The 
<e<Misequence of thils was, that the Locrians being unpro- 
tected by an overwhelming load. of excdle^t laws, and un- 
defended by a standing army of pettifoggers and sherifi^'s 
officers, lived very lovkigly together, and were such a 
happy people, that they scarce make any figure through- 
out the whole Grecian history; for it is well known that , 
none but your unlucky, quarrelsome, rantipole nations 
make any noise in the world. 

Well would it have been for William the Testy, had he 
haiply in the course of his ^^universal acquirements,", stum- 
bled upon this precaution of the good Charondas. On the 
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contrary) he conceivted that the true policy oi a iegtshtor 
wais to mult^Iy laws, andthusisedure the prop^^i the 
persons,, and the morals oi the people, by stu^Miiuuliiig 
them inf a manner with men^traps and spring'-gunsj and 
besetting even the sweet sequestered walks of private life, 
with quickset-hedges, so that a man could scarcely turn 
without the risk of encountering some of these pestiferous 
protectors. Thus was he continually coiiiiiig petty laws 
for every petty offence that occurred, until iii time ihey he*- 
came too numi^rous to be remembered, and renmined, like 
those of certain modem legislators, mere dead letters, re^ 
vived occasionally fot thepurpon^e of individual oppressicm, 
or. to entrap ignorant offenders. 

Petty courts consequendy b^an to appear, where the 
law was administered with nearly as much wisdom and 
in^artialityi as in those august tribunals, the aldermen's 
and justices^ courts of the present day. The plaintiff was 
generally, .fevoured, as being a customer, and bxinging 
business . jto the . shop ; the offences of the rich iwese dis*- 
creedy. winked at, for fear of 'hurting the feeling. of their 
friends ;:,b«t it could never ^be laid to the tGhajq^ bf th6 
vigilant bui^pmisters, that they suffered vids^ to sculk un^ 
punished, under ^disgrac(^iulrags of poverty. 

About this itime may wfe date the .first ind^oduction of 
capital punishmetits : a goodly, gallows being oredted on 
the ivaterside, aboiit wher^: Whitehall stairs are at pre^- 
sent^ a. little to the east i^ the batter^. , Hard by als6 
was e(rect0d another gibbet, of a very strilnge, uncouth^ 
ahd unmatchiable description^ bnit cm which the ingenious 
William Kieft vahied himself not a littler being a punbh- 
ynent.entir^y of his own invention, ♦ 
„ It wfits. ibr. loftiness of idtitude not a whit ihfmor to 
that of ;Hi^naii| so reiK>wned,in biUe hi^xny; but the 

, *.Bbtt thp gibbets may be seen in the sketch of .Justus Danker, 
'prefixed to tW woA. . ' 
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oMurvd dT tlie cmrtririEiioe wns^lhat the isul^srh, inaftaA df 
bdng BUspBoded by die neckv accon&ig to vmcamble ci»^ 
t0BV WIS hoisted bjrthe iv^iBlbaiid, ud was kepi for ftn 
hour tdgedieri dain^^g and' sprawling betwetai heatiai 
iHid dttrtb, to tftie irifinhfe cntertiEdiunentv and ddnbdtsi 
great edificatHki of die nnikiliade of respeetaUe ritia^bs^ 
wko imaUj attend npmi exldbitions of the IdndL 

It 18 incredible how the Ucde gov«iFn0r jciiucldcd at to» 
httldiiig eakiff Tagmnts and stiurd j beggiprs thns swilling 
hgr the crapper^ and etittiBg antic gaoilbots iii the air. Ifo 
had a thonsaiid {dea8antriest.aDd mirthlid conc^ to utter 
HIKXi these oecasiims. He called them his dancHe-lkms 
-»his wild-fowl — his high-fliers— -his spread-eagles^-^fani 
goBliaiidi:9-^his scareero ws-*and fint^y^ his gulhw&'ifrda ; 
mbidk ingenioas eppe&atioii, though ixrigma&y ooAfiMl 
to worthies who had taken the air in this strange manner^ 
has shaoe grovm to be a eantp^iame given to all candidoteg 
ibr legal elevatioB. "tliis pimislunent^ moreovei^ if we 
laajr crsdil the assertions of certain grave etyindk^;fists» 
gave the first Unt for a kind of harnessing, or stnqpping^ 
by which oin* £we&diers hriu^ up theur mnltifiaious 
brsedies, and whidt luis of late years been remed, iknd 
i:<mtinttes to be worn at the j^esent day^ 
' Such were the admirai^le improvementit <^ lR?Q£aia 
Kieft m criminal laiw; hot was his civil code kss a wMt^ 
4er of wonderment: and much does it grieve me* that the 
ttdaits of my woiic Will not suftr me to expa&iJte on botli 
widi the {KTolixky they deserve^ Let it suffice then t6 
jayy that in a little wbfle the Uesaangs o! iimmnerabl<l 
laws became notcmously apparent. It was soon found 
necessary to have a certain class of men to expound and 
«onfomid them; <£vers pettifoggers accordingly made 
Hheir appearance, under whose proitectii% casre the cmi^ 
munit^ was soon set together by the ears. 

I would not here be thought to insinuate any diing de?- 
fogEitory to the profession of the law, ox to its d^iftcyl 
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t^Matosi'' Well am l;iHlare/thfiit>ireihiyQ uii>tf^ 
^ iiiii]4iKiei!»Ue worthy '^tloiiitti^ wha have leii^race^ 
ibiit hdnoofable pcd«r^ wioi^Sm: the sdrdtd lovd of fiUJ^ 
Jttcvey itor>dMMd£tib dtaying»of yenown^' but throu^ atf 
cMier jiDthres thaii a fa'vept zeal fiar the ccHTfect admipiflff 
tration bf^istice^ and a generous and disbiterest^ devor 
tioa tottiie interests of.th^ fieUaw*Qiti»^ns |-r*jSk)bmr 
woidd.'I thibw this tnisty. pen into the lbtfties» a^ <N>rk 
up^inyiteUwttle&ir ever, tlu^ infrii^, eyien^lbc a imSHen 
Ineaiebh, .upon die dignity pflbiijlndjr beMyplfipt cb^s 
efcitiaeBs; on the coiiirac(r, Ijriliide 3o][dy.to>4^/^^ 
of oaitiffititodniis, #hQ, in ib(»6e kilter {days of /evil» b^n jb^f 
toihe so mmierous-i-who infest the skirts of the profe$^ 
sioBf as. did the re^reatot. Cornish knights the hcmoiirabte 
order4>f icbivally«---M^ho^,uiider its auspices^jconixnit tfaw 
depredations: Dn\tociety-*-i1irho thrive bjCquibUiei^ 4|uirk% 
and ohicafiery; tod, like H^eri]ruti,s^jeirm most wh^ 
is most corDiptionu 

Notfaii^ 30 soon aAiMikeiv the. male^rpleiil piissiQiii^ «a 
the &oiltty: of gratification^ . The cootta (^ few jivouki 
never J)e -so constantly crowded with pet^, vesftatjoiit^ 
and disgcacefii^tsuitay 9V)ere it it(^ifi>r th^ Jhi^idsi)f;pefeti^ 
fbggingivlf^yers that infest them. Tbese. tamper vitb 
die-papieiiiiof the lonreriand mori^ igpocant classes; iviu^, 
as.if poTiQ^tjirJ weve not a^ipfficient misery in itself^iare alt 
ynfyB-* 9ewi^t.t» heighten it, .hjr the bitterness; of litigatk^ 
They^^itee in lav what iqufkks^ are in medioij6e-tHUC9itiiig 
4fei:niakKiy.for theppirpoa&of.profiting by the ciire; i^d 
retairding.th^iCiire^.tbe puipose 'of an^enling the feea,r 
Where. one.. destaoyd. the c<m$tiluttim« the other liiApo^ 
Terifthest&eip^fjrse i , ao^ it may likewise be. <>bstovfMy that 
a^patieiat^jnbQfhaisioaceibem.iind^ thehands jof^a.qnadEy 
^..cgMn;^afteri:daUd|ng:i{n;vjdi»g«, and poisonihg ibimlarif 
witiLinfidliUbaremedifS'^l andfui ignonUitliQanf^wli^ faaa 
enceimtddj^flnth the>law,jiiipder thejauspiceci ofoneiof 
^biasei^cMpirics^ .is ilfc ! e?er^ifift^ 
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Ms n^Ux>iirs, and inqsMiyeriAaiig himfleif^vritk 
ijl lawBtdtB. My readers wIBl acute this dagBcesipi^ 
iiito wluch I htii^ been uimafilj belmyed; fanl-IiixMikl 
fioDt avmd glviiig a ood, o^rgadicedjaceaRmti^anjar 
bofiftination too prevalent in. tibis excellent c^fv-^uid widb 
the effects of whidi I am nafaiekily aqqaaiailied) to wf 
0061; havmg been nearly ruined^by a hvmt, -nflikdi 
iinjastly decided against me^ and my. min barring, 
completed by anotber^ whtdk wa$ dedded in;«iiy /fii^ 
^ It has been reitiaidced by the observant vnteiT'^ ^e 
Stuyvesfint manuscript^ that mudxe the adninistratian of 
M^elmus Kieft, the di^KMOtion oi the- Jnhabitnntfc of 
New^Amsterdam experienced an ess^^ial duoige^ so that 
they became very meddlesome and fiictioos. The oon« 
stant exacerbatumd of t^nper into which the litde'goror^ 
nor was thrown, by the maraudii^ on his fixmdeissy and 
ni^Mtimate {nropensity to eiq)eriment and ]n]$icmitio% M» 
casioned him to keep his council in a contipiial woKrp-** 
and tile counci) bdng to thepeopfe atlarge^ iriMit yeast 
or leaven is to a batdi, tibey threw the whole ocnnmnniQ^ 
into a ferment— and ihe people at Jarge bemg to the city 
what the mind is to the body, the nnhap^^oomnotiiHia 
they underwent (grated most disastrously ,npoqL,^2fiS|i>« 
Aiiisterdam — insdmuch, that in certain of ^brnti^pmex^ 
ysms of constemcUion and per^eadl^^ thty begat s^neral 
of the most crooked, distoi^ed, and abatniilBbi» .ati»at% 
bnids,'fiud aUeys, with which this meti^opcdii ivAsfignnd. 
But the worst of the ifiatter was, , ifat just^AmLikm 
iBB^ the mol^ since cdled tli»' ^ofiear^;n {yeopid,i|^ Bal^ 
aam's ass, began to grdw more enl^^ilenadithanitandaii^ 
andt ^diibited a strange desire 6t'ffme^rsaBKg{itmiLj HUs 
wlur another ^iMMtc^the ^^nnifvw^alaeqiarenickrtSt'-ttfi^ 
llwu the Testy w in aon[ift''ofnhi9 jiedifentL iresawAea 
ambng the nribl^hof ahtiquhyv he wl»>stradbi«Hlibtadtn]^ 
fatkm ait the tostitiitionolfipnbiie'tablegiamJii^ t iw^rL 
dhmodatts^t irhet^ they (Smissed^topicsiof a g^pMraland 
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4k^ tiiiey wiire boys. ^< Tliere is tiotfaiii^," said the b^^ 

.mms Ki^ shuttuig up the bods:-«<< there is nothiBg marp 

gssenlabirito the ^cfl TniTwgeineBt of » coimtryi thanedu- 

.ealio]if]9iii4»ig.the (People.; the basis of a good govemmmt 

sbould be laid ia the ']pnblic tnind/^ : Now this was trme 

f«Ci^iigb^. Anit it Was eicier the w^yWafd &te of WiUiiuntthe 

Testy, that when he thou^t right, he was siire to.g0.tP 

«r<»k 4ti)tog«> In tbe^piwsetit mstance, he ixmid scarcely 

ftat as skepy until be bid !set on foot brawling .de^b|it)9g 

•societies, amcmg the dmptecitia^^'of. New- Amsterdam. 

Thb,was the one tbuig wanting to complete his cOtiiiis|Qti« 

The biemast Dutch bui^ejrt^ tboi^hin trvlth but littjki 

'^giten.toMgumient "or wordy altercalipn, yet by:dii^ of 

inaetMi^ bften tbgethier, ftiilidUng them^yes wijdi str<Mig 

^Midc^^ biklouding their i>rains with tobik^co smokf^'dnd 

iiitenkig tottbe^haiaoigufas of some hidf a dos^n ofaqleil, 

soiM'becitocf^siGeiMlin^y wise, and^ as is always thelcase 

.n^^oe.'dtoimob is politioaUy^enU^teDed, ^Kceedingly di$f- 

^eonteirted* . Tbey foii^ i^ut, widiwond^orfiiLq^kness Oif 

4irc«eniiiieift, the fearful mtor in wdkidi they had indulged, 

kt^fiuksyinj^HiiemaelTea tiast bifqpiest people in creatioii ; smd 

^wBito^iimmtJ^'coTamitedf'ihBt^ all dreumstances t(> the 

contrary notwitHstending^ they were a v^ry unha|^, d^ 

4lHled^fllBd{efiMeq^eiitIy, ruined; people ! 

Qha Atatihm the tpidkifuacatd New-Amst^damformed 
^tlwmidves into sage'^MHtbs o£politioal croakiers, who daSr 
Ij^ffflei toj^pBth^ to gtoan^oi/to.pc^ieal ia&irs, and make 
th»n0elvesmiseraUe;>dtt>OBging to these iuiha{]|^ s^&Of 
•blagea^rrndth^die same oaf^craess, t^at zealots have in aU 
4^giesabiaidonddth& milder and more peaoeftil paths of re^ 
•Mgion^ t)o orbwd lathe howling convooi^ions of fiuialicisv^ 
ViTejalrt} ttatiilrally prone to discontent, and avaricious af- 
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Mpim^ximty causes cilmkeBMliiCKkt*''iSk^ 
ni^ Mabour dur own shooldan, 'and seem tO'.tiile'A nMI 
vmbiuMi^n in the iHiisic of got'owb groaiis. Km* biiMi 
-said fisr the sake (^paradox ; daily tepetunce shows' the 
-truth of these ob^rvatidns. It is next to aifiarce^b dM 
consolation, or to think of elevatspg the spkH^kiB amm, 
groaning under ideal •calamities ; but nothing ishiiKire ea^ 
^tbiui to render him wretchad, iho^gfa on thepiBnad^irf' 
felicily; ad ic i^ an Herculeaii tadc to lH>ist si miui'to the 
top (^ a ste^e^ though the nkerMt child catt^opj^Um 
offtheii^; 

In the sage assend^lages I hat« noticed, the pidiastff^ 
reader itriU at cflioe perceive the fidnt^germ6 of thosi^ sapi^ 
. ent convocations called popular meeting% prevalent in our 
day. Thither resort all those idlers and « squires of low 
degree," who, like n^, hang loose upon the bade of Imh 
ei^5 and are ready to be Mown away by <»wry wind«f 
4botrine» Globbkrs abandoned the»r stalls and h«st«[ied 
thither to give lessons on p(^6al:eeononrp*4dackfliufte 
Wt their handicraft and s^ered: their olvn ifirei to gaont, 
while they blew the bellow^i and stirred up the ftre^bffiu^ 
iion; and even tailors, thou^ but the shreds and^MitdMea^ 
the ninth parts of humanity, neglected thdr OwnaDeasnrot, 
4o attend to the measures of govamaMooit -Modiu^was 
wai^g but'half a dooen newqMqpexs and patriotic «dilOf«, 
ta have complettd this public illumination, and to have 
thrown the whole province in an uproar I > •' v r.n n: . 

I should not forget to mention^ diat tlMse popdbffTiftatr 
Sings wem always heklat a noted tavern $ fiir.'hoiiBes oDihat 
^description have always been icmoA the most-toongi'iiii) 
ttUfteries of polities; abovnding with those genial sferaaitts 
fMA give strength and stistenance to Action. We tiSB 
told that the ancient Gern»ns bad an adndfaMe nio4» c£ 
treating ai^r question of importance y they first cMiberated 
«pon it whe^ drunk, and afierwwrds reeoMderedittwhan 
fMrtMT. The shrewder mobs of America, wiModisUbehav-' 
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is^timo iomk^vip&oi a 6Ub)iBdV bothdelMiiine «tidjiet up- 
•M4t'dh]]dD|<b7'Wlikh J&edii^lr.wodd^b tedious 

•IpocidalioBs isftcB^penaeA Yridi4-**«Kl as.il tfr iimyersaHyid- 
UmeAi that when a man is drunk he sees do/nble; it foUonili 
ilMBt ei^uteiiTdgritliat Jhs aeea.^twioe as WfiU.a^ Ub sfjber 



V . . ; ^ /, ^.^ .; CHAPTER VI. • r n -r ' . ■ .-n 

, ; WMamUki IVri^ hw^Atohmh ^ reason^ bis fming snUghl" 

V WjXiHSbiCilFs KnfiVT, as liaai fdi*^idy beexi,^iad^ maoi- 
iSmH^ wasia gie^ii* Jbgidatdff npQn a sinaU scale. . He was lof 
jW aetive^tor ratherj a biis^t^aind ; that istp sajr^, his' was 
0m otAf^B&.m^hut^hx^ imnds, d^ make! up by.bus- 
tle and constant ]n4>tkH;i^ for the want <^ great scofiejind 
{Hi^^^Ha^. lie h$Ai wl^ii quite a youagUngt b^n impjressed 
;^thlhe4ldi^ :#JS^i|ps^,-<<+Go to the apt, ih^ sing- 

iigutdt^ iili0i^y>h^ ti^a}«s.and b^ wijse:'' .i|i cpp^ippiity.to 

..)9fhicbyheJH4ieyerhe^|iJ^,arQstli^s> #nt-liket^^yWorry- 

^«)g]l^ilW.and UMth^,b|ipyii^g himself abqut Httle matters, 

limth;anf}9iir,iif:^r®aet'iBa^pqrtiQ^ anxiefy-r^aying vp 

^9m4fi^}\>f the moipself and d9ien.toiling;and puffing at a 

Mgitiin of mustiurd^seedy under the fiiU convictiOB that.l^ 

..irasfimoving^mauntain^ . , .» 

.'H,Thtts.w}e:a]?e?t(dd,,thatQnoeupona^e, in one of his 

Jltaitof mental.bi^tlj^ which< he .t6nne4 d^beration,: he 

framed an unlucky law, to prohibit the universal pracitice 

loC.mie^^^* Thh beprove49;by pii^tbc^Q»atical demonstra- 

.41009 to be Aptt merely; ah^ayy.tax on th^ public pocket, 

,t^ i^'iilcrQ^ibie consomeiri^f tinie,, a hideous encourager 

.0f idlene^faQdycfciMirsi^ a 4€^y bane to.,the prospfvi- 

t^.^.movds of thev.p^ople« , lU fated Kiefl! had he 
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tutional gravity of their deportment would pemk^riitBMb 
of &ctious atizens had even the hardihood to ass«9[ible be* 
fore the governor's hous^ ^wkere, setting themsdves rekv 
lutely down, like a besieging army before a fortress, they 
one and all fell to jbiAolii!il|gi Vidn a determined persever- 
ance, that seemed as though it were their intention to smoke 
liim lAto terms^ Hie T^sfy Wiiii^fti issiied out of Us 
lAansioii ^e unto a wrathfiil spider, t^* dtonnddd to 
know the cause of this seditious assembla)j;ej «tid^thiaf)aw^ 
I^^ 6»fi^g&tSbn^ to'irliich ^)€^ Bilu^ liiMc^fitiade no 
*btlt^ teply, -tbmi iky ]6a\Mak^b!i6^)p^^ Addr 

#et&ts, ^and puff a^ witli iribdotibl^d My $ ^^^lebyfthiiy 
t^sed'i^lk^k flt^ihijtky-dlblidj Hiiat thie'gAM^mcir'wiis^fiimifo 
'«titeife%ehit»^i!itlBriat^bf1tis<«tt^ = : i - 

The g6vei%o¥^$»»l^&€ely'pei*cei«^t*i olgec^^ 
"tthust<al*tuiiltlit,^iia thAt'it ^^iWid fee 'itoj«^ijitaiteffe^ sii|^ 
t)r6i^ k pt^etid^ whh^h, hf )mgi&Mp^ce'h^^tieoMie% 
-itecottdliatiii^e. And here I^oiflfflibfe€iir^ pdiiy<«bt^. 
'^pIMh Why^a %aN^ ^'5fteri'«^^^iif^tfl^ bflitfitj^^tetilie 
^Sn toy'Mstoiy,^fliat4tV^?riS^fW?al%*l^ 
'^eHfiiii's; bdtb^^tiblie^^Ml pA^a^lif^Aifiie^td&'ike&B^ 
tors. ^lTi(^>pfpte,^iii'&cti w^to*fe^ei^'ftt>m^^ 
true-bom Nederlander. It was l]Si<^^«]^^«tofoM<iiy1l^tlldl^, 
U^e f elst^ation df his j^J^i^r ltoidrit('^is>i^di:^{»^H(9i>,^^ 
'^oldTy' his jby, Ms t)Mde| iii^tf 'V6rd,'ilife^sidfl€dftd tMfik 
'andbreathfe'ihrt)t^ his^ipie. ' ' '' • ' 

When Wilfifto thef Tej^ly 'bethoughtlamsdf d^ 

- hmttetsj which he; teeftiinly^dia ? difcrn^h a little<«xi1«c, 

be came to a c6m]^rom«e 'Wifli'^tfce besifegiiig iiiiiltitttde. 

The result was, 'tftit'thbiigh Ife '^*i^tftiul^Mtap^»^ Ae 

cuitom of smbkftigi yet did fettH«^^the fcff *lbii|f^piifes 
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^|iltoeij^6r€»f^didmti{()ducei little captinisstiort {Hpea^ 
two inches in length ; which, he observed, could beistticfe 
ia.jopk9<dfa6riteridlithe.imc^t^ dr twistiadidR tbeibat-bmid, 
imd iYBOiild^iu>t.be in the wfy of biuonega . <Bj thislthfi 
VttHitiKiddi seemed somewhat ^peo^ed^ limd >dis^>enied ta 
dttir liiibitatiQQS* Thus. ended thiscdanniiig msunrecfti0%' 
whicklms loiig loiiown hy the^. xuane of the^ pipe phi^axiie. 
whicl^itMsJbeen.soiaewhat qptaintly observe, did- end^^ 
lijDQt n^oitid^er ^ts^ seditions,, and con^iinGies, ina^^r^ 
iHncfcfiL tu.. /,,■:••' 

:. Bat fii|dk^ Oh reader I the/ deplorable iconsequenoev 
thaididaft^rwafrd&jresult. The smoke (^these villainxMn^ 
Utde pipes, cMtkmaUy c^Bcending in a doud'about the 
9<i«%j^penetiriited,dnto aod' bdb^ed the cerebellum, dried 
vfjiaflihe^Jdndlyonoistim of^thebi^ainyiand Tendered the* 
j^MBopleihat used them as^ vi^uvis)! and t€$sty as their, re^ 
nowned little governor — ^nay, what is moiie^ifimi'ia good 
burl}r ^paee of^olk, th^ b^caqiey .like our worthy Dutch 
£u3&ers»iwhasmoke>fiho^ pipes, ^a/hntern^jawed^' smoked 
driedy < lfii|dieri|«hided xai:e . of men. 
.. Nt»:iiwas;thia^alI,.for &0m > hence may we 4^ the rise 
oiflpastiesiih tUft^prdvinoe. ;KCbrtain<of theitmoie wealthy) 
:aDdin]pori(»ntlwMrgkerc:adh^a^ the ^ancient fashion^ 
^umad^k^Kl ofaristoaraby^ whiehiwentbyi the f^pella*^ 
tiatk^fi^e Lfiftg^J^ipii, whUe the lawer orders^ subpiitting; 
to theiipcmLtioii, whicbthey ifiamd to be niore c(»vren»« 
.ent in their handicraft employments, and toleave^theiw 
jmiQrk.J^ber^i<>£ aetaon,^ were ibramted' with the.fdebeian 
iMane;p£ ShoitiBipt$. . ^ A thirdif)fitji[ tlikewise . qnrang. i^ 
differing iframi boA the others^ihea^kd by the descendants « 
^Qfit)he<£iau»if; "Robert Cbewit^Mt^e^comp^mibnof the gi^at 
Hudioau^ii^heselei^el^disGarded'tl^e vise of pq)es, and 
ttook t^udbeiiq^gtdbaceo^ and>he»ce>tl^y were called Qtttii»^ 
Ilbi9i9ir69nd^4if ji^^jp^ jd^ thisi ila^ txpfp^^f^m has simo^r 
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Qotee to be Snvarifddy ajq^liedwizklthose mongrd or tUtd 
Imrties) th^t wiU sometimes'spinDg up between two.gtet^ 
intending partD3% as a mule is produced b^weeD« fao^ 
abd-auass..>' ' .i -^ • ''• t! '.'.ji -^ .-.!..-:. ,, 
, : And here I would rinnark tbegreat hevii&t of these per- 
tyidisdnctibns, by which th&peoplb at large ardiuiTiedtet 
rast trouble of thinking. , ^esidd divider mankkid inlyt 
three classes^ those who thmk £>r th^mselnses^thb^ nrhflt 
let others think for them^ and those irho jf?ffi neither do 
ohe nor th^oth^/ llie second oh»s^howevier^<X)inptise8y 
die^eatmass of society, and< hence is the (oiginijipaHy^ 
by which is meant a large body of people, some few of 
whom thinks and all the rest talk. The fonnei^- who are 
called the leaders, marshal out and disbipUne the latteiy 
teaching them what they must approve-^whot they miistl 
hoot at — ^what they must sey-^Svbmn thejl jmaBtsmppg^^ 
but, above all, whom they. must hate; for no ntian- can be 
a right good partizan, unless he be a determiiled fundi 
tboroughrgoing hater. : ^' 

But when the soverdgn people are thlU)))roperly l»ro-«' 
ken to the harness, ydked, curlfed, and reined^- it is deleo^ 
table to see with what docility, and harmony .they jc^cm^ 
ward, thrott^ mud and mire, at the will.o£tfa^.drivers» 
dragging the dirtHcarts of &ction at their l^eelfL iHowmahy 
apatriotic member of congress have I seen^wfao.wxml^iievcv* 
have Isjnowh how^tomakiei laphia mind, on in^Aqp/bstitmi^ 
apd might have run: a/gi^at ri&k of voting right by • mer& 
accident, had he liot had others*' to! think. &rj.hiHi, imd m^ 
file leader to vote after. .;^ > i ij -v 

. Thus then the etilightsned inhabitants of the Manhat^ 
toes, being divided into pfi^es,'i#ere. enabled to^orgamae 
dissension, and to oppose and hdte one another iinore- aQ»^ 
ourately. And now. the . gr^at bfusiness ef {lolilacs went 
bravely on; the parties:. assbmbUng in ^a^parate faieef^ 
bouses, and. smoking iat.jeadbj other with jmjpladiible mai»* 
Bipsity, to the giieaf suj^rt of die^statfi^tand lomdwitnl 
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<^tfaetaverflhkeepars. Sknoe, mctoed, who were more 9^a» 
loos than the rest, went further, and began to beqmttei: 
Me another with numerous very hard names aod scanda* 
hku little words, to be found in the Dutpb language; 
eyary partiian beliemg religiously that he wa3 sernngbia 
country, wh^i he traduped the character, ot impoverishe4 
the povcket of a political adversary. But, however, they 
might differ between themselves, aU parties agreed op 
one point-r*-to ^a;^ at and condemA every measuire of gp^ 
vemment whether i^ht or wrong; finr as the governor 
was by his station independent of their power, and was 
hot elected by their choice, and as he had not decide4 in 
favour pf either fiurtion, neither of them was interested ifi 
his success, nor in the prosperity of the country while un^ 
der his adaf^i^i^tratipn. 

<< Unhappy William Kieft {'' ei^idaims the sag^ writer 
of the Stuyvesant manu^ript, ^^doom^ to contend wilh 
enemies too knowing to be entrapped, and to reign over a 
people too wise to be governed I" All his expeditions f^ 
gainst his enemies were baffled and set at naught, and aU 
his measures for the public safety werie cavilled at by th^ 
people. t>id he propose levying an efficient body of jt^pops 
for internal defence— the mob, that is to say, tkos(s vagai- 
bond members of the community who have nothing tP los% 
jmmediAtely took the alarm, vociferated that their interests 
were in danger; that a standing army was a legion of 
moths, preying on jthe pockets of society ; a rod of iron in 
th^ hands of govemmeQt ; and that a government wi^ it 
notary force at its cojnihand, w&uld inevitably swell into 
a despotism. Did he, as was but too commonly the case, 
defer preparation until the moment of emergency, and then 
hastily collect a handful of uAdisciplined vagrants — the 
measure wias hooted at, as feeble and inadequate; as trif- 
]Sng ?vith the public dignity and safety.; and as lavishing 
the public funds on impotent enterprises. Did he resort 
to the economic measure of proclamation— he was lai]ighed 

? A 
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at by the'YaidL6eiK: Did he \Mk it bf ium4mawiirs(»-«>i' 
it w»r ^evaded and Icountofaoled by his owtt sidigecUk 
Whidttref wfty he turned hhnself he was bdeagviefed 
aad diMnicted by pe&Umsot « mimerous and respectaUe 
otdetii]^'* condiidiig^fsoBftf hal£adoaSc^ brawling pet- 
hmse^IKAiticielM I all of l^hicAr he^pead^ ^^ 
an ttf whidi he att^ded to. Th^ c^iseqiidbcef was^ that 
by ineeSKsantly chtaffiag his meaitues, he gi^ none of 
Amt a 'Bit trial; and by )kMdAg to Ae clainoiM of ihe 
meb| and endeavenrii^ to 'do etery things he^ in sober 
tMlHf did nothing* 

I Wocdd not hikireit snppdsed, hewever, diat h^ tcio^all 
these memorials' and Interference good natmecHy, for such 
an idea would do ah injustice.to his vaMant spirit; on die 
eontrary, he never receired a piece of advice in the whdk 
eonrse of his life, without first getting into a passion with 
the giver. But I have ever observed that your passi(mate 
little nien, like smaH boats with large sails, are the easiest 
upset or blown out of their course; andthisisdiemtestraited 
by Governor Kieft^ who^, thoi^ in temperament as hot 
as an old radish, and with a mind^ the territoiy oi whidt 
was subjected t6 perpetual whirlwinds and tornadoes, yet 
never fi^ed to be cfuried away by the laist piece of ibdi^ce 
Hittt Was blown iiito ins ear. Ludy was it for hhn th^ 
his power was not d^ndantoh the greasy moltitttd^ and 
that as yet the popdace dM not |>osses the in^rtao^ pri- 
vilege (rf* nominating their ehfef magistrate. They, lid#- 
ever, like a true mob, did their best to help iedf^ public 
affiurs; pestering theit governor incessantly, uy gottdScig 
him on with harangues and petitions ; and then thwariiii^ 
his fieiy ^irit witib reproadies and memorials, like a knirt; 
of Sunday-jockeys, managing an unMcky deVil of a hade- 
horse : so that Wilhelmns Kieft may be sdd tcrhave been 
kept either on a worry or a hand-gsUl^^thro^ii^^ tte 
whole of his adminiistratioii. . ;i 
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CHAPTER VIL 

CoHtainingdiveri fear fid aaoeimU of Border Wart, mhdih^.fle^ 
gftant outta^i i^tim^Mdif94r$op&0 qfVmfeeHcHig nM ike^irise 

' ^A^ireai Amp^ionic CofoM^ of th€\m*ti and ihe4i€clin0 
of WilUam the Testif. 

w&e int}miktely<acqp»inted wiA tbese-awtters, that at the 
gaite^f Jupiter's palace lay two huge tims, the one fiUed 
with bles9ing% the other with iiii9&]:t«iies; and it eerily 
maspA as ifthe ktter had l)^n coQildetely oveitiumed^ and 
WBi to deluge the tmlup^y province of Nienw Nederlandta, 
Among the mmy ii^rnal and e^cternal causes <^imtar 
tionf.ihe incesswt injupticms of the Yank^ upon hia finDQ« 
tiers were.0ontMia«Uy. «d<Ung i^ to theinflw tenb^ 

psr^cf Williltm, >tbe»'Tfeafty« : Nwieiwia iKJConnjfes of these 
KKllestatioms^ mayslall be.j^iii^ an^qng tl^e.^^ecords of the 
tidies ; for ;th^.CQn]ixiaader».on the ^xmtieisat were eq)eda]Ij 
fiMrefiil to eivilK?^ their pgpsaee m^d ze^l^, ^by striy^gr wiiQ 
sboiddf s^d li0me the most ^Eequent and vpt^Isdnous. biidr 
getsijof: ccmipli&^r ^ujmf^ jfoitbi^.^servwt is .^{tep;ipl^ 
nntt]iighwi%i<xwidamt|(tQ ^erpodmrr ff ^ ^ P^^ 
squabbles and misdemeanours of the kitchen. All thes^ 
YaUaDtiide4)Mi9g$viif^eJ^ tOuwit^gceat wrath- by 

the passionate Kieft and his subjects, who were' to the foil 
as eager to hear, and credulous to believe these fitmtier 
fitbles, as are my feUow-dtiienfr tofswallow those amusing 
stories with Whidi our papers are daily fiUed, about BiA^ 
tish aggressions at sea, French sequestrations on shore, 
jE^Nmish infringements in the prdmised land of Louiidana, 
and, above all^ itttemal'plots aad conspiracies. 

We are told by the good Plutardi, in his hB^c£ Nieia% 
that the terrible defeat of tiie Athenians in SicOy was first 
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mentioned in the shop of a gossiping barber at the PineM. 
Whereupon, with the customary officiousness of his tribe^ 
he ran xxp into Athens to have the first telling of tte sto-* 
lyi and threw the whole forum into c(Histemati<m» Not 
ttebg able, however, to substantiate his tale, the unlucky 
shaver was put upon the wheel and whirled about, as a re« 
ivard for his trouble, until he was exculpated by the arrive 
al of other evidence. 

Such was the manner in which busy alarmists, and ma- 
ntifiictui^ei^offearM news were treated in Alliens, whereas 
in our niore ^ilightened coilntry we support Whole herd» 
ci editors for n6 other purpose, than to gratif|ra public 
appetite &r direful news, and any man who can fcjst up 
a fuU-sounding, hobgoblin story of a plot or conslpiracy^ 
may conunand his own price for it« I have knoWn two 
or three of these tales of terroi^ to be bought tip by go^ 
vemment, for the sovereign people to amuse themsdves 
wfthal; which goes further to provc^^ What I have h^cmi 
asserted, that your enlightened people Idve to be miserable. 

Far b^ it firom me to insinuate, however, that, our woP' . 
thy ancestors mdulged in groundless alarms ; on tike 
contrary, they were daily suflfering a repetition oS cruel 
wrongs, * not one of which but was a suffici^it reason, 
according to the maxims of natiomd dignity and honorary 
for throiiing the whole universe into hostility and craifii^ 
Bleu* 

Oh ye powers ! into what indignation did every one of 



« Fiom among a muhltuda of ^tter gikvanoes BtlU on reco^ 
Mlect a few of the moat atrockMia* and leave u^y readen to judg^ if 
our anoeaton were not justifiable in getting into a veiy valiant paaaion 
on the occasionr 

24 June, 1641. Some of Hartford hate taken a hogg oat of the 
Tlact, or common, and ilmt it up out of mecr.hate or other pnju4ion 
cnuing it to itai^ for hunger in the stye i 

26 July. The foremendoned English did againe drive the Com« 
jMliie^a hogga out of the vladi of Sic^joke into Hartford ; contending 
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tinam outnlges thiw the pUlosophie Wflliam ! Letter 
kSbetlsttKTj prblest after protest, prbdainatibn aft^ prcH 
dunaitioii, bad Latiti^ woii^ English, and hideous low 
Ditcii, were exhausted in Tain upon the inexorable Yiqiw 
keed^; a&d the four-^and-twenty letters of the alphabet^ 
whidi, excepting his champion the sturdy trumpeter Vaii 
Coriear, composed the only standing army he had ai his 
command, were never off duty thr(»ighout the whole of hisf 
administratidn. Nor did Anthony, the trumpeter^ remain 
a'whiC behind his patron the gallant Kieft, in his Aery 
aealj but like a &ithful champion and preserver of the 
public safety, on the arrival of every fresh article of news, 
he was sure to sound his trumpet from the ramparts, with 
most disastrous notes, throwing the people into viol«[it 
alarms, and disturbing their rest at all times and seasons; 
which caused him to be held in very great regard, the 
public pampering and rewarding him, ^s we do brawling 
editors^ for reasons that have just beeii mentioned, 

I am well aware of the perils that environ me in this 
part of my history. * While raking with curious hai^ but 
pious heart, among the mouldering rem^dns of former day^ 
anxious to draw therefrcHU the honey of wisdcun, I may 
fens somewhat like that valiant worthy Sampson, ^o in 
meddling with the carcase of a dead Bon, drew a swarm 
of b^es about his ears. Thus while narrating the many 



dally with reproaches, blow^ beating the peofde with dl disgrace that 
they could imagine. 

HV aO, 1642* tlie Eng^ of HaJrtfixrd have violently cut loose 
a hone of the h<mored Companies that stood bound upon the com* 
mon or vlact. . 

May 9, 1643. The Companie's hortes pasting upon the Compa- 
nies ground, were driven away by them of Connecticott or Hart£)Kd^ 
andttiie herdsman lustily beaten with hatchets and stk^. 

16. Ag^n they sold a >oung hogg belooging to %h,e Compaiiiei 
which piggs had pastured on the Ck>mpanie^s land. 

tiak, C6L State Ppp. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



190 HWmSXOT 

niadeieds 6£«lie YUioldls^ jon Ybnk^ tahefStM^sBud^smom 
to one but I 0ftgiil>the maA»4 ftfiftfihiUrieg^ ofiseitaiiDiof 
tlMeir.iiDsbuK)teUe.defl(QjBndaals^ wh^ fly ou^Andxaise 

ahidkmed^ tou^ hide^ of.an-AdhiUas, ^alkOrl^odd 

. BhoiildiSwtbhQihQicaise, I sfaoiild deeply; aiid sjnoeKdy 
)imiwt~nQt .my mislpxti^e, Jli; giving jofi^esi^ubutt^ 
mxo^h^ftdsd. p^rvers^esa of ;^ tll-naturedi genc^mlipny 
iiii^fddo^ offence At any thing I »ay,. Thiat tfceir anceators 
did ttse:Qiy aneostKurs illras true, alid I ami^ry sorry ifiwr 
It. I wmild with all my. h^sixi the feet :WjBr^ otherwise i 
butasIaiQ^recoiding theitacyed eyenia of history^ I'd not 
faikt6;onenailV:hreadthiOfth«^.hK^est truth, tbo^i^Iwere 
sure tlie whole edition of myiwork shoqld hebougbtup 
and bunitJby:thecoinnu)n hangman' (4* !pQt)i^ JUid 

inisoodi) jlowrthat these :tei^geod^enbayeidrawil[ine 
out, I willixnake bold tb go^ further, and; i^serve,. that this 
is one of the grand purposes foif which we wpartial his- 
todansisae sentintdibe^wKudd-^tQ redress wx<mgs.9Ad ren* 
der justioe onjtheheads of ihe guilty* . So Aatihough a 
po«erfi4 nstdon may/wrongits neighbours with .tentpocary 
impunity^! <3%tiSoon^ri or. later an historiatiisprin^iqp) who 
wveaks ample chastisement on it in return. 

)31ius'these'nioss-«trcK^)erB'Of the.east, Iktlejthmi^iti TU 
warrant it, while they were harassing the inoffensive pro- 
vince of Nieuw Nederlandts, and driving its unhappy go- 
vernor to his wits' end, that an historian should ever arisei 
and give them their own, with interest, ^ii^ee then I am 
but performing my bounden duty as an historian, in aveng- 
ing the wrongs of our reviered ancestors, I shall make no 
further apology; and indeed, when it is considered that I 
have all these ancient borderers h( the east in my power, 
and at the m&Kj of my pen,^ I tnist that it will be admit- 
ted I conduct myself with great humanity and moderation. 

To resume then idie course of my history.*— Appearances 
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to the eastward rljegaai now i;o^asslnM a^ttioi^'^foeittid 
aspect than ever; for I would have you note thatiMtheit6 
did piroviiMie haft htat chi^ molested jby itr iBMne^te 
nei^boiff% the p^ofAe'bf Ccmmctidutj paiftic«iifi?]^3(of 
Hartford; which^if we nmj judge ^rom Andetit i^rtnifcteai 
waif the strong hold of these sturdy^ mMMMc^rs^ i^rem 
whence they salljed fi>r&^ on their daring inqureiions^ eay«> 
ryin^jt^rrbrand devastatioh into thebami^ die^h^^iXHiBta^ 
and |>igi-stj^s of our i^Y^red ancestors; ^ 

Alb^'aboKt the year 1643^ thep^q^oEtheetfstcoun^ 
try^ inhalnting. the colonies of Massachusets, Connectica^ 
New^Plymooi^) and New^-Havaa^ gathered together into 
ft migHly: condave,) and after buzzitag^and dd^tingo£^ 
. many dekys^ like apoliJticfltl hive of bees in swarming time^ 
at^ length setded i thennel«ire& into a fomndabl^ieos&dera^ 
tioB) underJtbit lafle of the United Colonlea of Nnr-^Qngw 
land. Pyithiiiunk^4eypbedgcid^en]»dTestOf standby 
one another in att|>erils-imdiassadtsjiaildto^b4<)p«»rt»^^ 
a}lin^iisin«s^ofiSsB9ive andde£aisiTe^«gainst die>$w 
ihg sarAges^ ^aboBjl^ whicb^^Wi^iloubtlessiy include oti;^ 
holiobred ttncqddrir^ctf'tbexManhattoes ; ^akidto^ghie^nioiie 
stra^gthraiid qrst^nl^ dns con&dtimdmtf^gca^TiBimK^ 
hkf. €ir> ^ond wnncil was to be soinitally hdd, composed 
itf repres«itativ)3S &anL each of the provinces; - ^ > 

On recehrfii^ accbutits of this pakNOrt^eombinatioii^iiie 
ifieijr Wiihehnifis t was struck widi rra«t co&stemation, : and^ 
foT'tfif^ firstitime in his whbie Ufe^nforgotto bonnce^ -at 
hearing. aniuKweleonpe piece of >inteIBg6nce $^ wUdi a ve» 
nevaUe^hirtarian/of the times observes^' was especially no* 
ticed«iiongdie«lagepditidans^of N^v^AmE^t^dfttn- -The 
truth was, on turning over in his nundall that he iHldread 
at the Hague, about leagues and combinations, he found 
that this was an exact imitation of the &mous Amphycti- 
onic council, by which the states of Greece were enabled 
to attain such power and supremaejr, and the very idea 
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Hiade his heart to quake for the.safety of his empire at the 
Manhattoes. 

He strenuously insisted, that the whole oligect of this 
oonfederatioii was to drive the Nederlanders out 6E their 
fiurdomaiiis; and always flew into a great rage if any one 
presumed to doubt the probability of his conjecture. N(Hr 
was he wholly unwarranted in such a suspicion ; for at the 
very first annual meeting <^ the grand council, held i|t 
Boston, (which governor Kieft denominated the DeI{^os 
of this truly dassic league,) istrong representations were 
made against the Nederlanders, for as much as that in 
their dealing with the Indians they Carried <m a trafiic in 
<( guns, powther, and shott— a trade damnable and injuri'* 
ous to the cohmists.*'* Not but what certain of the Con- 
necticut traders did likewise dabble a little in this ^<danw 
naUe traffic,'' — ^but then they always sold the Indians such 
scurvy guns, that they burst at the first discharge— and 
consequently hurt no one but tiiese pagan savages. 

The rise of this potent confederacy was a death blow to 
the glory of William the Te^, for from that day forward^ 
it was remarked by many, he never held up his head, but 
appeared quite crest-fidlen. His subsequent reign, thane* 
fore, affords but scan^ food for the historic pen— we find 
the grand council continually augmenting in power, and 
threatening to overwhelm the mighty but defenceless pro- 
vince of N^w Ned^landts ; while Wilhelmus Kieft kept 
constantly firing ofi^his proclamations and protests, like a 
durewd sea-captain firing off so many carronades and swi^ 
i^s, in order to break and disperse a water-spout-4>ul, 
alas ! they had no more effect than if they had been so 
many blank cartridges. 



* Has. Cca. ^ Papen. 
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Tbe^aat dopim^^ <hi record of tl^9 leaiiB^ (diUow^hic^ 
jbut w^i^unate lijttle inan, is a long letter to the council 
q£ the ^i^byddoiis; wherein^ in the bitterness of his 
l^eiurt,; he rails at the people of New-Haven, or Red Hills, 
£>r the^) wqpmteous cpptempt of hi;} protest, levelled at 
tbem £>r i$qu^i|tipg within th^ province of their hi^ mightier 
mw^ ¥^W this letter^ which is ^ mpdel of epistolazy 
|ir|it|p|^ abounding with pithy i^>op]^th^gpis a^jd classip' 
figure my Unfits wiiJLJiiar^y aljiow me to pxtnu^ th^ fi>]t» 
lowing. recpn^lite passage ;5-—^< Certainly when we hearp 
the Ii4iabitan|;s x^ New-I^artforj compl^yninge of us, w^ 
a^fup toi>e^i|,r^ Ssop's wolJT^ compjaymoge pf the im^ or 
}he^ajba[ionitipn of the youngs max^ who pry^ put to bi^ 
jpotl^er,. 9)pdeing with her neigbboures, < Oh Mother^ rer 
jnl% h^r|»<iest she first take up tihat pr^^rtipe against you^' 
"QvLt being taught by pjrecedent passages, we received sucb 
m answer to; o^r protest from the inhiibitan]ts pf New;"* 
Ha^ea i^ we exp€;cte4; the tiogk always deajmeth the 
^tkrfy ,• yet Botwijfl^staBfJipg we 4©^ unffanwtedly con- 
timiie oi^ pi^r . purposi^ of puirs^iiig o^r own fright, $7 jvf^ 
mm ^nd ^bteous means, and doe hope without scruple 
to ^^f^ecut^ ihp express commands of our siipi^riours/' Tp 
show that this last sentence was not a mere empt^ n]i^ap^ 
he qpq^liMled his letter, by intrepidly protesting agt^inst 
the ;^l)Lgl(e co^cil, a$ a horde of squatter 9 and Interlpper?; 
inosp^^ph/u; (l^ey.l^eld their meeting at New-Haven,: pr 
the 9^ IMs, whiph hl& claimed as being withi^ the Pip- 
: vince of the JJew, JJ^th^jrlwds. 

Thus en4 tbe aiithenti^ted chronicles of the r^ign of 

Will^unt the X^sty; for henceforth, i^ the troubles, the 

perplexities, and the confusion of the times, he seems to 

have been. totally overlpo]ked, an4 tp have slipp<sd for evfir 

.ttiioi^b the fingers of scrupulous histoiy^ Ind^d, for 



• yide Has. CoL Stote Papers, 
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V^ hame &^ obKVioki; iht mMte(fsm6 ik #Mkdl ttiey 
h^S^^ lohi^ tod ^ forb^H^ €im 16 8p<^ ^f hU ^j^olte. 

liiif^NftoW 6f^% tekntt^, If Ith^y ^i^ llbAi!^dil!t of ItoHMif 
tod )NsftdH¥h. ' ^< fiisillt n^^ diffVkie,'' Said ^ Wise eOHflk 

iih^itylhtot)fih^V>M^ti^^h^ be 6bil(ei1^^^^b- 

V!bi%k)te^ tod;absttfrity^hd|fdd tttog b^r^kf^ittb^xltf^ 
df die illii^bW Kl^ft i fo^ Ii^ v^ k tx&^tjr ^ g^ Ui^ 
tf^' faito, Wmby t^bdijag littferly feh&imeii se^ftig^ttial hb 
was the fif^t p<A«lftMe diat iiibodMed'id^ '^i^ ktld'^ 
artoffig^tin^bypro^kamadbn^ iaiid ^efettdiHg ^ ciHttitfe^ 
by tnufnpetens tod windikiflis ; to eeoMkiifc add Kttittibe 
niodd of war&lr^ ^ce i^Ved iA^ gteat ^pltose^ tiA 
yhi6ti pircndises, If it oto ch^ be carried intbfikttdfei^ 
tb ^ve gn^t trbidAe tod trettStire, and tifMe infiaStdy 
l^ore bloodshed thto eit&ef tii^ (fiscov^ of giittpowdar» 
dr die Wettitrbtt df toiJ«aloes. - ^ 

It is true that obtain of th^ eariy pfcMAt^ p&e^-^ 
Whoih diere ^re great ntimte^ Ih the Nieu^ Nei^l^HHndt^ 
'taking the ^Vantage 6f1heinyst^<^<^t of \^^ 
I'eisty, have faSA^, diat TSkt Ildihulttsi he Wa» Oftttt^OMed 
to thi skies, and forms a veSi^ Aeiy Mlttl6 star, sbttl€?fi*^ 
qn the left claw df die crab; ttiiile bdiers le^ttftlfy^ fi^ifbl, 
declare that he had Ciperiettced ft fete ^Sriiikr tS6 ftat of 
the good kiiig Ardinr ; who, l«ie are assuied l)y aDJ[:Sait 
bards, Wa6 carried away to die defidbus ^Ibode^ t^f Mry 
land, wh^re h^ stflfl exists, in pri^itiTO iMtth itod ^^^fg&tidtf 
and will one day or another return to rescue poor old 
England from the hands of paltry, flippant, pettifogging 
cabinets, and restore the gauantry, the h/cmour, and the 
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of th^ I^Qund TfWet^ : : 

w^ vigipmi ofttMXie 4]mWY)g wk^ t^^ pq^te» to vh}c)| 
I wofdd w>t have n^y j^c^qns sv»^ler flIMifqfe ^aj €xe^^ 
Iky. Ndthep am I dispossed ta ylf^d sign^r^^ tp the i|9-r 
sntion erf* an ancient and rather apocryphal historian, who 
alledges that the ingenious Wilh^hnns was annihilated by 
the blowing down of one of his windmills; nor to that of 
a writer of later times, who affirms that he fell a victim to 
a philosophical experiment, which he had for many years 
been vainly striving to accconplish ; having the misfortune 
to break his neck from the garret window of the Stadt- 
house, in an ineffectual attempt to catch swallows, by 
sfyrinkling fresh salt upon their tails. 

The most probable account, and to which I lean inclined 
to give my implicit fiedth, is omtained in a very obscure 
tradition, whidi dedbr^ tlutt what with the constants 
troubles on his frontiers, t^e incessant schemings, and pro- 
jects gcHng on in his own pericranium — the memorials, 
petitions, remcmstranoes, and sage pieces of advice from 
divars respectable meetings of the sovereign people, toge- 
ther with the refractory diqx)sition of his council, who 
were sure to differ from him on every point, and uniformly 
to be in the wrcmg : all these, I say, diid eternally operate 
to keep his mind in a kind of fiumace heat, until he at 
length became as completely burnt out as a Dutch &mily 



*The old Welsh bards believed that King Arthur wa^notldead, but 
carried awaie by the faries into some pleasent place, where he shold 
lemaine for a time, and then retume bgaine and reigne in as great 
authority as ever.— Hollikoshbd, 

The Britons suppose that be shall come yet and conquere all Bri- 
taigne, for certesthis is the prophicje of Merlyn. He say'd tliat his 
deth shall be doubteous ; and said soth, for men thereof yet have 
double and shuUen for ever more— for men w^t not whether that he 
lyveth or is dede—- De 1 siw. Cbeon. 
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|>q>e trliidi bas psaaed throuf^ diree geheratiiins df hard 
smokers. In this maimer did the choleric but tOMgpam^ 
mons William the TesQr undergo a kind of animal com- 
bustion, consuming awi^Iike a ficrthing rttsh-light; so fliaC 
when grim death finally snufied him out, there was scatce 
left enough of him to bury! - 



KNB or BOOK FOURTH'^ 
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tOitTAllSmG TBfE I'lRST PART Of THE REiq^N Ol^ V^ttH 
STUYVESANT, AND HIS TROUBLES WITH THE AMPHYC* 
TIONIC COUNCIL, ' 



CHAPTER L 

Jh whkh the deaUi of a grMman is shown to be no very hum^ 
sohbk nuUter of sorrow ; and how Peter Stuyvesatd ac^ 
quired a gteat name Jrom the uncommon strength ofhirheadi 

1 o a profound {^osopher, like myseli^ who aki apt t0 
see clear thi'dugh a subject, whel'e the penetration of or-« 
diiidty people extends but half wajr, there is no &ct moihs 
simple and manifest, than that the death of a great man fa 
It matter of very little importance* Much as we may 
think of oiprselves, and much as we may excite the empty 
plaudits of the million, it is certain that the greatest among 
us do acttially fill but an exceeding small space in tlie 
world ; and it is Equally certain, that even that small space 
is quickly supplied, when we leave it vaaint « Of ^iHilit 
consequence is it,** said the elegant Pliny, << that indivi- 
duals appear, or make their ^t ?— the Ivortd is a theatre 
whose scenes and actors are continuaBy changing/' Ne« 
ver did philosopher speak more correcdy, and I only won^ 
der, that so wise a remark could have existed so many 
^kges, and mankind not have laid it more to heart. Sage 
fellows on in the footsteps of sage ; one hero just steps out 
of his triumphal car, to make way for the hero who cmnes 
after him t and of the proudest monardi it is merely said^ 
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that— -<< he slept with his fithers, and his successor reigned- 
in his stead." 

The world, to tell the pHvate truth, cares but little for 
then: loss, and if left to itself wcMild $oon foiget to grieye^ 
and though a nation has often been figuratively diWned 
in t^ars on the death of a great mans yet it is ^n chmces^ 
to one if an individual t^ has boen sb^ on the occasion, 
excepting from the forlorn pen of some hungry autbor. 
It is the historian, the biographer, and the poet, who have 
the whole burden ofgrieftosnstain^-who, kind souls I like 
imdertakers in England, act the part of chief mourners-— 
who inflate a nation with sigha it neyer heaved, and deluge 
it with tears, it never dreamt of shedding. Thus, while 
the patdf^c author is wiping and howUi9g«^ in.prQi9e» in 
blank ver^e, and in rhyme, and coUecting the dropis (^ 
pubfic sorrow into his volume, as.in$o«A]acIirfrei9lf!mse^ it 
is more than probable his fellow-citizens are eating and 
djpnl^ing, fiddling fl^d^ danping^.^ uUescly igawapt pf tiie 
bittepr, hw^ifii^j^tiiQ?^ jpa^ft jn.t^^ W»«5 as *n5 thp8» fwi 
of st9:aiY» JpJ^ Ope:w4.B'^tow4: B<)^ pf,the;pJwtiiQ& for 
wWi, ^^ a^.g^^ipiisly plws^on ^mKs pci;asi0O3 to 

be^me suretie;^. . i ., ,. 

' Tb^ I^IP^.Klp^U?, W^ praise-worthy hero tlmt ever d^ 
solfttlldmjioqs, Sjughj^jh^ve mouldered jinto oblivion among 
thie riibbi^ of jl^ispw^f^^orLumejit} did not aome historian 
tfljfe,]tajaii ioto J^v^.^^ and benevolently transmit hi£ name 
tQ,pps^rity : iUf4;f3QiUfth ^ th^ yaliapt Williani Kieft wor- 
rit ;a^4^^%4fii^4.l^^^^^^» while be had Uie desti^ 
n^ of ^ who|p foji^y. in his hgad, I question seriously, 
whether be will npjt J?ie obliged to this authepjic history, 
Smt.i^ hi^ ftUavre <^brity^ . ,, . ,. >.r : ; » 

His exit occa3i0ned np convulsion in th^ city of .New^ 
Amsterdam or its vicinity; the earth (rembled nol^ neither 
did any star^ shoot £rpm thejr sphefre»$— ^the heavipns wer« 
not shroiided in blapk, as poets, would ffon pe;c9nad^ u$ 
they have be^ni pw th^ unfprtnnate d^a^b pf » h^ro— tfep 
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iMm <l^rd iK^l^i)^ Vi^ts!) dsdted not itito teard, ndl* 
did the trt^s ka^ their heads in silent s^mrn^ and as t<» 
Aie simy he laid a^bed the nexttd^t^ pL^ ai liMig^ and 
skdived ^ |i^ ft fti^ utiien he a^cDde, ai» he e^^ cUdon 
dbe sauM iky ofliie month hi flQri;^ year^ «jdier bdbre 6r 
silice.' ^1^ gMd ^reiipte <(€ Nei^-Amstefdion, mte imd att^^ 
deckred Anc^iie h^dbeen^a v^ bosy, add^e, bbi^lin^fil^ 
tie ^(mmi^ff^'^-JiMb he tmi^ "* the fetheir of Ms oovastry^*^-^ 
that Ke'wais««^lAt« noblest wtM*k df God'^-^^liat «^ he was^i 
Kxian^^idD&'hiinlfiMC all in aS^'Oiejr nerer sdioidd look: upoil 
hb l^e^ft^^''^^ti9ge4Jbei* witii sitindry odter eii41 and aftief- 
timiate iip^hei^^- tlmt are regnhufy said ^oti the death of aH 
igiieat men^ i^r iirhich they singed their pi^ thbi^t 
n6 inNMreMMMil hitti^ knd Peb^ Stuyvesant succeiMed to his 

«MiOni '--''^ • i'- • h :: . ' ' 

^P^mr'SliqiH^saiit ^^ai^idie^ last> Md, like the raaowiied 
Wouter Van Twiller, he was alsa the be^tcf otBr ancietft 
'Diitdi'^tw&di^. ' W<Mi9^ batfeftg sttrpas^ed attt^i^ {pre- 
ened hfanj and Piei^nr IHet, aii he t^as soeiabl;f •edled 
i)y'tl«e«M Jbutdi burghers, ^bd were everprode tofis^ 
&tfi2e nuki^ liaVki^ me^reir beai ^aSed^by ai»f ^tcsebsi- 
«e^« He.^aMiAiBtct the very man fitO^ by nature td re- 
trieve the deq^rate-fentineiixif her beloved pwtjnce^ h(id 
iLO^ thls&ieii^ th»gie most^pe^em, immao^AMe, and uifli»^nt- 
^^^^ laiekmt^and tennvirl^ sfdnisft^n^ de^tu^ th^tn to 
ftsactifeBbteiibiffittfcfai, ' ^ =^ * r . 

To^<!^y me^lbat he wlAiit %heto mdM ble d^ing'lftb 
ttreat )njtu^<ee*-'4(e was ittti^tli a^eosfabina^dn of herotii^; 
'iit^ he^Wtts'df a ttM^, HAw4)Med midfe, Ui^ Ajax Teia^ 
«n6n^ M ftm^ fer' Mi^ pno^ess In bdabbikr^ the^ UtnAe 
TmcjiiftiiM^with a pair of revnid shoulders, dmt Hereides 
iBroidd have ^MfH his t^le fbr, '>(ttieanmg his lion's hide,) 
when4)(emidesto(*toease4DM Alias of liisload^ Hewa^ 
moreover, as Hutarch dei^cribes Coriolanus, not only terr 
rible for ^e force <rf his arm, but likewise of his voice, 
which ^mmded asllMragh k came out of a hescrd; and like 
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Ike sdbP-iaiiie warrior, 1:^ posfesessed a soveM^ ^ontmagt 
br the sofvemgaL pec^le, and an iron aspect, which wa% 
€fiKKi£^ o£ iti^lo make the very bowfds; of his adversaries 
qoakewith teitor and dismay. AU this martial e^tx^eUenqr 
af appeanmoe was inexpressibly height^aed by an accidenfrr 
aiadvimti^;e, with which I am sor^ised that neither. Hor 
HMr nor Vii^ have graced any <^jtheir heroes; &ri%^ 
worth all the sciors and wounds in the Ilisdand Eneidy ^ 
Lucan's Pharsalia into the bai^»in« TMs wius/nofhifjig 
less dttm a redoubtable wooden 1^, wbiph,wa«itbe^^^% 
prise he. faiid gained, in bravely figging the battles of bis 
icomttry; buiofwhidbi he was. so prpud, thai; he was pften 
heard to dediEure he valued it more ih^n aU his o^erlim^s 
put together;. indeed so highly ^did he el^e^n it). that he 
had It gallantly enchased and relieved with silver device^ 
twWdi caused iito be. relived in divcars histopes,fn4 1'^;^^ 
diittlieiirare.asilv^leg** . ,., 

like that choleric wamor A<JiiU^, he waa somewJ^ 
sdbject to ^(tempore bursts of passion, .wbicb wpr^ o&r 
timea rather unpleasant to hijs^ &vourit^^i^d itttend^iM^ 
whose percefMions he was apt tp. quicken, .fifter the manncir 
of his illustrious imitator^ Peter, t)ieXjfr^1^ bya^ointji^ 
^ir diOuld^rB with his walking staff. 

&U; the resemblance. for which I most yah^ him jfrfft 
ih$t which he bore in mmy partif^ulars to tb^ mf^yv^^ 
Charlemagne. Though I cannot find that he liad refiNd 
Hato, or Arilstotl^, fff Hob^D/^ op Ifa^xx^ or ^Ig^T^^^ 
Sydney, or T^oi Paine; yi^t did he sometimes manifest^ 
f^wdne^s ^nd sagacity in hijs meaaures, tbat one woi^^ 
hardly ^xptect fifom a pian, who did not kupw Greek, ,4n4 
had never i^ndied the ^nciei^. True, it; is, and I confess 
it wkh sorrow, that he had an unreascmable aversion to e:^- 
perim^ts, and was fond of gaver^ing J^ province aft^ 



• See 4he Hhlories of Masters Joweljm mA ^BUom^t 
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die viii^iMit maamsr; but thm he (oonlrhfil !» koQ|^ k iiir 
better crder tbaa did tfe imkKle KMb, ^miH>i lie tiad ett 
the pliikKiopbers, aacient and modosi, to-aorfstand pei^ 
pkx htm.. I mi^ l^Kmse <o«m that Abe Hade bitt vaijr 
few laws, but then again he took care that those few wem 
rigUDy andimpartkly «dkrced; toid I do Bot Immr tntt 
jofltice <on the whole, waas as well ^Mkninlslwed as if difiiB 
had be«i Tolumes ^M9ge acts and jtatntes yenty mndfii 
and daily n eg l ec M 9ni ianpgfMexu 

Hevasyin&cty tbeveryrevierseaffaiaprjKleoesaors^tiM 
ing neither tranquQ and inert, like WaUer^tlie DwAHefy 
ikr ^estiess «nd fidgetdi^g, hloe WUkm the Testyi faut a 
]iM^ (»r itidier a gorenior, dT aich tiBOcmi^^ 
decision of mind, that he never soi^fat^or accepted tbetad^ 
9ioe of others; depending ocmfideiitly xtpom kis single hen^ 
AS did the heroes of yore «pon their single acms, ^ warit 
his way through all ctificukies and dang;^^ Ta tett tte 
irimple truth, he wanted no «il|ier re^pisite tmt m {wrfiwt 
statesman, flian to ^ink alwwfts right, fiiriiD tsob^emivaf 
that he ialwa,ys aeted as he dicnigb ; and .if he wanted. 4ii 
ix>rrectiiess, besMde itpfaritinpmseiraraiioei^^Aii«Kaal» 
lent quality ) $i]ice it b siprefy viovt <8gniiad for a n^bit 
to be persevering and consistent in error, than wamriog 
lOid contradictory in aideavouriag to do wkai Ja rijg^t; 
this iBPQch isioertaMi, and it is « mfficiin worthy tite attelu 
iMm of an legislaitors, both great and small, ^mim vtand 
shdcmgiaa the wind, withoal knowing which wv^ «» staan 
A ruler who acts acoovdingtd Us own irfB, » mere of pioasi 
teg himself; while he wko sedts to satisfy "At wishes and 
wlums of others, wm « great risk of pteasbig aohodyv 
The clock that stands still, andfxmte «lf^ifiistly in lane di* 
rection, is certain of being ri^ twice kitlieisuy and twei^ 
ty hout«; wUie otfiers mi^ keep g(^ig continuaUy, aaa) 
oenthiually be going wrongs 

Nor 4^ this magnanonotia vhtae <eacape the diaoem*- 
nmvA ^die good people of Himw Nid^rUmbi^ <m ihn 

2C 
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contrary, so high an cqndioa had th^y of llie in^i^Nibcfiwft 
mind and vigorous intellecdi of their new governor,- that 
they universally called him Hard^koppig Pietf otTeteIi 
THE Headstrong — ^a great compliment to his under^^ 
standing! 

If from all that I have said thou dost not gather^ wor* 
thy reader, that Peter Stuyvesant was a tough, sturcfy, 'Vs^ 
lismt, weather-beaten, mettlesome, obstinate, leathern-sid- 
ed, lion-hearted, generous-spirited old governor, either I 
have written to but little purpose, or thou art very dull 
at drawing conclusions. 

This most excellent governor, whose character I have 
thus attempted fisebly to delmeate, commenced his admi- 
mstration on the 29th of May, 1647; a remarkably stormy 
day, distinguidied in all the almanacks of the time which 
have come down to us, by the name of Windy Friday. 
As he was very jealous of his personal and official dignitjr, 
he was inaugurated into office with great ceremony; the 
goodly oaken chair of the renowned Wouter Van .Twiller 
being carefully preserved for such occ&^ons, in like mail* 
ner as the chair and stone were reverentially preserved at 
Scone in Scotland, fat the coronation of the Caledonian 
flannarehs. 

I must mot owk to mention, that the tempestuous state 
of ^ ^ments, togeth^ with its hetikg that uidudi^ day 
of the week, termed ^ hanging day," did not &il to excite 
mrnxh grave speculation, and divers very reasonable a{^re-> 
hensibns among the more ancient and enlightened inhabi- 
tants ; and several of the sager sex, who were reputed to 
be not a litde skilled in the mysteries of astrology andfoi<- 
lunerlelling, did declare outright, that they ware i»nehs cf 
ft^itastzoua admSnistration — ^an event that came to bet ]#- 
mentaUy verified, and whieh proves, beyond dispute^ the 
wisdom of attending to those preternatural intimf^iedfl^ 
fiiniid»ad % dreams and viacms, the flying of bir^,^ fid- 
^'of stonei!, and cackling of goese; m which iSs^'Mfff§$ 
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lii^irideKs of loid^nt times pliM?ed $ucb rcdiflnce;^ tci 
lldbo$e shootings. of stars^ eclipses of the moon, bowlings df 
^i^f^Bod flarings of candles, carefully noted and inteih 
]|^te4 by the oracular sybils of our day; who» in my 
humble opinicm, are the legitimate inheritors and preserV'- 
ejTs of the ancient science of divination. This much is cer^ 
t^ that Governor Stuyvesant succeeded to die chair of 
statciat a turbulcait period; when foes throi^edand threat- 
ened from without; when anarchy and stiff-necked appo^ 
sitipn reigned rampant within; when the authority of thehr 
h^ mistinesses die lords states general, thou^ founded 
on the broad Dutch bottom of unoffending imbecility; 
iJ^tMigh aiqipQrted by economy, and defended by qieeches, 
protests, proclamations, yet tottered to its very centre ; and 
when the great city of New-Amsterdam, though fortified 
byflag-stafis, trumpeters, and windmills, seemed like some 
fiiir lady of easy virtue, to lay open to attack, and ready 
t0 yield to the first invader. 



CHAPTER II. 

Shtming how Peter the HeadHrong heilirred himself anumg the 
paUund cdbmke om eniering into office; and the perikme inis* 
iakeiki wasgu^cf, in kUdealings miJk the Amph^gihtu. 

. The very first movements of the great Peter, cm taki^ 
tbe.reins of govemm^ot, diqilayed the magnanimity of his 
pip^ though they occasioned not a little marvel and ua. 
•asmess amoi^ the pe<q>le oS the Manhattoes. Finding 
#Q9self constantly interrupted by the opposition, and ai^ 
l|oy^ by ihe sage advice of his privy council, the membeiv 
.ofj which, had acqufared the unreascmable haWt of thinkti^ 
awi qpeaimig fiwr themselves during the preceding rei^; 
iMI detenahied at once to put a stop to sucbgrievms abo- 
g'P P ^i wi * ' SScareely^ tberefi^tt, had he ratered upon Ms 
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MdMriqr^ Aati he tamed out d ofioe att thoM incdjii' 

tfonui spi^ thtttix^itHiied'AefiM^tioiwcabimt^ W 

iH^temyi ^ptece^i»lu>mhechoiteiattoUiiiittfoatf»> 

seBo^ fr<«r thOM iii^ siinijKfciyoiMv. r«8pectabkr. fiuidieB« 

i&Mf tad iittliriiiMd^ iffld Jdl^t^^ 

WUleif Ai#Etoabteti Mlii^siftlHicaiiiedto^btfiiiftMi^ 

MA^ ttbtidltoee 00 flrfr kngf p^)es^ «lid til be 1^ 

fre^pnmt (^itpoMicm dintiecs^ adiiiraishing dien^^ tcxnidw 

afidf eiU iitid Bteqr for the g«(Mi of th» natiisa^ iri^ 

9^ the bnftAeA' ^ gdtevnmdttl} ttpeii hig o^m idMddeni <^ 

fttt mttiiagemmt to idiid» tfaejr «H gmt hesvtjf Mqubs^ 

M«r didf be 8t0p here^ but madir a bidinyiwi^ottt MMig 
ih« iamttilkiiis'iiid eitt)edmiti of hb leanied pyedecessov-^ 
dtttudiBhA^ bk fh^otuft attd windmill^ wfakb, like 
miif^ktf gUttcs^ guaa^ded the tamparta of N&w- Anaslffitdaiil 
^^.'{pitcbiAg to* the dnytid whole battmed of quake^ffOEUi**^ 
footing up his patent gallowsy where oaittf vagaboiMb 
were suspended by the waistband ; and in a word, turning 
tcfpsy'tarvy the whole philosophic, economic, and wind** 
mEl system of the immoiTlal i^age of Saardam. 

The honest folk of New- Amsterdam began to quajke now 
§air the&teof their matchless champion Anthony the tnun* 
peter, who had acquured prodigious, fiivour in the eyea of 
the wom^i^ by means^ of hift iii4u^ers> and his tJhon^iet* 
Him did Peter the Headstrong cause to be brought into 
his pceaence^ and eyeii^ hinD fer « mannntfipoiiir bouT to 
fiot^ withi m cQuntenanoe that wodd have appalled scaj/i 
things eke dumi&soundfer of farawz: « PryliieB^wiia«nil 
^ihtiii utt thou?' said^ hm. ^ Sire," replied ths^otteiv ii» 
B03 "vtrise di6mayed:^ «'fi>F taxy: ramm^ it ik Artthnony Ymm 
GtsdBKTh^'&ft my>p«nntage, iam theaoo/of uyi motim'*^ 
$ir: myr profession^ jC am diompian; and. gamsum ofi Ihfe 
gotat citiy of Ne^i^Amstonbum"' ^' Ii diMibt mk umdb^* 
saidiPetMrStnyTieBBnt, ^* tfaatliioiixartiramstsuuiivy. cuaHuik 
mdngerr knaEV«i*-^l»iivi didi^ diom acqmM' this 
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**Vkt m^ mgreatm^nheSm^mt^nhmpky by mmm 
mm InmfKt/'*-*^' Aye^ is k so* 7" quotk ikii gonernor^ 
MwkylbciiktiiiikawareUshoftby a^" Wheg eupon 
he put his iBettimneDA to his l4)s» and soimded a chu^ 
wlb sudk ft.tFenMtadoUs outset^ su^b a Electable qtMrrer, 
»d sudi a tnnmphtiiii eadettce^ lliat it was ttitagb tb 
iialoa your heatt leap out of your maiidi only tobe witfahl 
m mile of it like as a wwt-mom dharger^ wUIe sporttag 
hi peaoafiit plains^ if by diaiioe he hear the stndna of 
martial idiisifiy pricks up his ears^ itnd snorts oaA paws and 
kindles at the nbbe : so did the heroic soul of the mighty 
Peteff joyto hear the clatigour of the tltKunpet; for ofhitti 
iiMglii trtdy be said what Waa recorded of the renowned 
8t4 Oecage of Ei^iaiid-^^ there was iwlhiiig in att the 
world that more rejoiced hss hearty dutn to hear the {doH 
santsomsd of war^ and see the scddiers brandish forth their 
steekd weapons." Castkig his eyes more kksbdfy^ tbere^ 
fore, upon the sturdy Van Corlear, and finding hbn to 
be a jolly, tat little man, shrewd in his discourse, yet of 
great dberttion and immea^iirable wihd^ he straightway 
oaM^ived a vast kindncsa fer himy and dtsdiargin^g haul 
from the troublesome duty of garrisoning, defending^ and 
ahttmingrthii cif^ ever dfter retafaied hian about hit per-* 
ia% a» hi» chiaf fitfrnendtcv cotAdenlkil enVtoyy and tnial^ 
supine.. Instead of diatnibiag the cky with disastivaa 
Bote^ he wi» iastrwtted to piagr 6<^ as to ddi^t tha gO'vei'* 
nov iriiile at hia /Bepaais^ as did the iniBstirdb of yore in the 
dayaof gloxioila chiyalay 'and ot aU pabUc occasionato 
rgmce the ears of the people with warlike melody; thcna^ 
by keepini^aihie a noWe and martial spirit. 

Mhny otbe^ attentibns and reformations, both for the 
batter and for the worse, did the governor make, of which 
my time will not serve me to record the particulars ; suf-' 
fice it to say, he soon contrived to make the province feel 
that he was its master^ and treated the sovereign people 
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wiA such Qrniiaical rigour^ that they wereall fiihi lnlieUI 
their tongues^ stqr at home^ and attend to their business; 
insomuch that parly feuds and distinctions were ahno8| 
forgotten, and many thriving keepers (tf taverns and ^nvo^ 
shc^' were utterly ruined for want of business. 
, Indeed the critical state 6£ public affiurs at this tioia 
demanded the utmost vigilance and promptitude. Hm 
formidable council of the Amphyctions, which had caused 
so much tribulation to the unfortunate Kieft, still continued 
augmisnting its forces, and threatened to link withii| it^ 
unicm all the mighty principalities and powen of the east. 
In the vety year following the inauguration of Oovenioir 
Stuyvesant a grand deputation departed firom th^ ci^ of 
Providence, (fiunous for its dusty streets and beauteous 
women,) in behalf of the puissant {dantation of Rhode Is* 
land, praying to be admitted into the league. 

The following mention is made -of this implication in 
certain records of that assemblage of worthiesi, which are 
still extant* 

•< Mr. Will C!ottington and Captain Partri^ crf'Rhoodtt 
Hand presented this insewing request to the G<»nmis«ioiiai» 

in wrighting 

- ^ Our request and motion is in behalfe of Rhoode Oaiidr 
that wee the Banders of Rhoode Hand may be rescauic^ 
mlbo combination with all the united cokmyes of New* 
England in a firme and pespetuall league of frjendsfaip 
andami^ of ofonoe and defence, mntuall advice and succor 
upon all just occasions for our mntuall safety and wdlfft 
fidre, &c . . 

M WiU.Cottington^ . ^ 
(( Alkacsandv Patridg.'' 



* Has* CoL Stit Bsp. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NEW-YORK. a07 

^^IPiictt is certainly something in the vary phyiiiognomy 
rf diis doiitim^nt, diat might well inspire apprehensioiu 
f%e liame of Alexander, however misspelt, has been war- 
Wm hi terery age; and though its fierceness is in some mea^ 
sure Signed by being coupled with the gende o^omen 
df Partridge; still, like the colour of scarlet, it bears aH 
^deeding great resemblance to the sound of a trumpet. 
Pibm the style of the letter, moreover, and the soldier-like 
i^omnce of orthography displayed by the noble captain^ 
Alitxsander Partridg, in spelling his own name, we may 
picture to ourselves diis mighty man of Rhodes, like a se** 
cond Ajax, stnmg in arms, potent in the field, and as great a 
fkdiolar as though he had been educated auKHig that learned 
people of Tlirace, who, Aristotle assures us, could not 
count bejrond the number four. 

But whatever might be tihe threatening aspect of this 
fiunous confederation, Peter Stujnresant was not a man ta 
be kq)t in a state of incertitude and vague appr^ension ; 
he liked nothing so much as to meet danger face to fiu^e, 
and take it by the beard. Determined, therefore, to put 
aik €^d to all these petty maraudings on the borders, he 
wirote two or three categorical letters to the grand council ; 
which, though neither couched in bad Latin, nor yet graced 
by rhetorical tropes about wolves and lambs, and beede- 
flies, yet had more efiect than all the elaborate episdes, 
protests, and proclamations of his learned predecessor put 
iogiether. In consequence of his urgent proppsitioiis, the 
gripat confederal of the east agreed to enter into a final 
i^ustment of grievances and settlement of boundaries, to 
the end that a perpetual and happy peac^ might take place 
betveen the two powers. For this p$irpose GovenuM* 
JStuyve^nt deput^ two acmbassadors to n<^tia|^ with 
' ^sc^omissic^ers firoin the grand (cpuncil of the league, and 
a treaty was solemnly concluded at Hartford. On receiv«- 
ing the intelligence of this event, the whole community was 
in an uproar of es^nltation. The tjTumpet of the sturdy 
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Vsn.Coriesr sounded all daj ^riih joyfiil clangonr Semd'^e 
wmpurts of Fort Amsteidain, and at oigl^ the city wa^ 
magniiScendy iJInminated vitfa two himdrdiand Mtyisi&ok 
candles; besides a barrd oT tar, which W9s burnt be&pi ' 
the governor's house, on the cheering aspect of paUic aft 



And now my worthy reader is, doubdess, like thbjpreat 
and good Peter, congratulating himself with the idea,' thit 
his fedings will no longer be molesited by afRioting dets&i 
of stcden horses, broken beads, impocmded hcgs, and'idl 
die other catalogue of heart-rending crudittes, that ds* 
graced these Ixurder wais. But if he dionld indulge iq 
such expectatioQs, it is a pFo<^ that he is but little T0F9ed 
in the paradoxical ways of cabinets; to coiivihce hfan «f 
which, I solicit his serious attention to my next chl^pler^ 
wherein I will show that Peter Staiyresant has ak^eady 
eommitted a great error in politics; and by eflfecting t 
peace, has materially jeopardized die tranquillity of thoe 
proTiiure^ 



CHAPTER III, 

Containing various speculations on War and lTegociation»^^ 
showing thai a treaty qfp^ace is a great national eviL 

If was the <^inion of that poettcal philosopher, Lucre- 
tius, that war was die <»riginal state of man; wKMn he d©^ 
scribed as being primitively a sav^e beast trfprey, ei^fi^;ed 
in a ^xmstant state of hostility with his own species, aiid 
that this ferocious spb-it was tamed luid ameUorated by 
aodetyw Tbe same <^imoi^ has been advocated by the 
learned Hbbbes, ♦ nor have there been wanting m^ny 
odier phijosc^hers to admit and defend it. 

■ ■ ' -^ 

* Hobbes* Leviath«i9« part L chap, tS, 
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timmyapiut, tlMMlgli prodigiously fond <rf' these vsiliMi* 
ble ^eenlatiQiis, so compIiiQentary to humaa nature, yet, 
iB^tfiisinstaiifiey I am W^Un^ to take the pF<^x>sition by 
hakcisv l^elieyiBg with Horace,* that though war may 
have been octgioaUy the &vdurite amuseumit and indus- 
trious €mploym<u^t of our ptc^nitors; yet, Uke many 
odfesr ezcteUmt habits, so £ur from being amdiomted, it 
has been cultiiMled and confirmed by refinement imd civir 
lization, and increases in exact proportion as we approach 
towards that state of perfection, wluch is the nep/iM ultra 
of modem philoscqdiy. 

The first conflict between man and man was the mere 
exertion of physical forces unaided by auxiliary weapoos-r^ 
his. arm was his buckler, his fist was his mace, and a bror 
ken head Ite catastrophe (^ his encounters. The )mttle 
of imassisted strength was succeeded by the inore rugged 
one of stones and dubs, and War assumed a sanguiniiry 
aspect *As man advlmced in refinein^t, as his feculti^^ 
expanded^ and his sensibUities biecame niore exquisite, h^ 
grew rapidly more ingenious and experienced in the art 
of murdetii]^ his fdlow beingts^ He invited a thousand 
davioes todc&nd and to assault — the helm^ itke cuirass, 
saaid the buckle, the sw0rd, thedart^ and the jjSMrelin, prer 
pared him to elude the wound, as well as to launch th^ 
blow« StiU urging on,, in the brilliant and philanthropic 
^career of inventicm, he.^ularges and hjsightens his powers 
of defenc<ft and injury.-p^The ^ries, the scorpio, the bslis^ 
aiad the catapulta, give a honror ^nd subUmily tp y^; 
and magnify its glory, by ijocreasing its desolation. StiU 
Insatiahlef thougb armed with machinery ttuit seemed t^ 



* Ciita prorepsenrat pri^uis apini^la terris, 
Mutum ac turpe pecus, glandem atque cubilia propter. 
Unguibus et pugnls, dein fUstibiis, atque ita porro 
JPUgtiabant armist quae post &brfea^aiit usus. 

2 P 
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rmdk the Unksof dettantEre^ 'aafmUm tndr.to jktA a 
power of sqaiy) eommearanKle etieii^itkh die dtnmi <£ 
f«veiige-*^iU:<k^)etf veseijrcfaes Muilibe iiuideiKthadia*^ 
bdieal flrcatM^ liVllh fUi^bttg zeftl he di^i^ ii^a 
eb of the eatrA^ he tol^ audit poLstonMa adnflrab smi 
4eedly seks^-^estiblkiie di»ceyeiy of ffl m yowi iw Umm 
tipoR^ the woiid-»Mttid, fioftllyv thee dmi^cd ^tioffighto^ 
l^ pD0d&inetion, laieems tOielldeplv^ the^deiMn o£i«w 
tifaiqcdQr and onm^otencej! < 

Thiisi) indeed i^gnttid'l-f-^hi^ inde^, mua^iilepamtn 
of mind, and bespeaks that divme mAcfwrneUm of ie»o% 
whidh distingtifeheift^ m from ih» anittieb^ our hiferibrs* 
The unenlii^temd linnitee content theHutetres wkh the 
ntttlve feft^e-iriiich pro^d^oe ha& assigned them; - rOie 
an^ry ImB butts^with Im boms, as did hiapiQgeiiiloir&be*- 
forehim-*^e lk>% the leopard^ and ihe tygetj sedc eiify 
with their taions and thdJr ikngs to gratify' di€iv< aaAguinaiy 
ftuy ; and evesi-the sabde sopent darts die seme venepo) 
and uses the same iriies, as^ did his sire befete the flopdi 
Man alone, Messed with Ihe inventiiite mind, goeson froni 
discovery to^iscovery^^-enhitges^nd mnkiplieB'hiS'powen 
ofdestmcticHi; lovogi^es the tiremendous^ wei^KJUs o£Deif^ 
ty itad^ aad tasks creation to asdbt him ia muidering his 
brother worm ! 

bi inropoitioti ae the ar€ of war has iiKnrdafled in^ im^ 
provement, has the art of plpeserving- peace advanded^ hi 
equal ratio; and as we ^hai^ discovered in' this ageofwon^ 
ders imd inventions^ ^at proclamation i» th4»inost'fi>ni^ 
dable ei^;ine in war, so^ have n^e discovered, the no less 
ingenious mode of mamtaining peace by peipeiaal' Mg<^ 
ciations. 

A treaty, or to speak more correctly, a n^^ociaticm, 
therefore, according to the acceptation of experi^iced 
statesmen, learned in these matters, is no longer an at- 
tempt to accommodate di^rences, to ascertain xighls, and 
to establish an equitable exchange of kind c^ces; but a 
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AMe «dviauig^ vvlnch « Miim would oA^rwise b«i^ 
i«M0ted»by finse cf jorms. ilDrthe«»Oie mamer that a am** 
MMii*kMK^l^i^;lmajiD«n^fi^ tttidf become im exoelknt 
and pnueMTarAy TOttima^ eantentuig htinsetf with chea^ 
h^hjA4HigUKwroutofdiat {nwpeity^he wott^ ibinnav 
lyfhsmt aeized witk open Fiolenoe. 

m arstateioffpevfcet amity, is* when a negoeiatipn is open, 
add*traaly pjendkig. Th^i, <a8 ^here are no stipulati<Hi$ 
eUtored intoi mo bonds to veatraia Uk wiil, no specific li- 
miatisio anrakaB'iliat captions.. jeabniy of ri^t impbtnted 
tBLtOwrfmlakKbi as aadi paity>lia8 aomeadTaatage to hope 
aad'e8|lec^fik)m*he^othel^^Aae9:l.k» that the two nations 
if6sa.griieioiisraiidfirieadlijrto each other; thpeirnnnisters 
{uttftfflttng ifae4i]^ast mjolinl reipuxi, exdianging billets- 
doux, makingi fine <qieech^>iBhd indulging mieJlt^ 
ttoidylfl ttntiu. SirtM^donsyCoqms^e^ and fcndUi^, that do 
so<aKix^iriIcnisi|rritdde like gaod^hdniour ^fSAe'.rBspecAve 
iMiai6B&'i; Tkitmkmay paradozioalfy be.said, thatltfaereis 
iieararisogDodiaBiiaderslandihg between^ two nations, m 
iribien Aere as attibtie ausvBdersManding; and that so long 
asftliqr ave -^m^diD tamis, ^they ate fin die best f«^ 



I do not rli;r any ^meaas .preMid -to ekditt' the merit of 
having SMMieidK ^doove potttboal' discoYeiy. it has is fiict 
kbg ib j >M i Bod r o flgr>aoted ti|Mnihgr oertahl eiilightshed^eabi** 
nets, and is, logirt ibeg fwith jdiiw» other aotebtefihecsries, 
^wivatafyvopied out of ithe OQ^n]m(n>»pkce bode ofan iUisf 
trims gealfemai)k^(irtH>tlu»ibeen{ai^mber of coa^^ and 
a^yadthciw^ttHHted coafidenceaf heads of cdqoartiiient. 
flfo4hiiGr frtriocipk ma^ l](e laaevil^ the wonderiU 
diat hwdBeeB'shoptt jof bitejfaani in .pratraeting and intei^ 
wmpAa^<iiegM9fdoos. Mmce^hmnmning measure of ap^ 
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p6ki€fa^ as sdiibassador scmie polkiad pettiib|(gA^NAii^ 
iiid^yi^ sophisms, and imi»pfpileh^i»<)i^ aad>dektd]t)<ia 
in ilie art of baffling argdment;. or scnne blwidmtig stbtas^ 
TMoii whose ^rrofs and niab^cmslTnclitos may be apieaHM^ 
rdusing to ratify his engagcnients. Aiid brace, too^ ' tlmt 
most notable expediait^ so pc^itdar with our gd^^nnnettt^ 
of seeding out a btfaoe of ambassadors; who haeiihg each 
an individual' will- to oonsidt, ehaiacter i» estabttsh, aod 
interest to promote, you may as well kx>k £»r unaniiaity 
mad concord between two lovers widi <me inistfess, ^two 
dogs with one b^ae, or twotiaked' rogues with one flair of 
breeches. This disagreement,' therefinte^ is oantinniffly 
iH-eeding delays and impedfanents^ in conafe^pKoDs of which 
the negociatioQ goes on swiinmihgly, inasmuch as thereis' 
no proq>ect of its ever oomi^ lo * a dose. NoAli^ iaiesi 
by these ddays and dbfStiedes bnttimc^ and in a ife^goda^ 
tion, according to th^ themy I luive ex^iosed, att.thne-losl 
is in reality so much time fgained :— ^th what dehj^bcftd 
paradoxes does modem political economy abound I 

Now all that I have here advanced is^ so notoriously 
triM, that I afanost Uudi td take i^ the time of in^ivad^ 
ers)widi treatb^ofmattov ii^iieh must many a time hsve 
stared th^a in the &ce. But tiie prc^^on ta whidi I 
would most earnestly caii their altontion is this, thai 
diough a negociation be the most harmonizing of all na«t 
tional transactions, yet a treaty (^ peace is a great political 
evil Bmd oat of die mosM; fruitfol scmrees erf* war* -' 

I have tangly seen an iiistance of ai^ iqpeciai«QnthMsl 
betwe^i individuals, that did not produce jealousies, bidc^ 
erings, and often downr^irt tt^tures betweto thiun; nor 
did I ever khow of a treaty between two hations that dic^ 
not. occasion '^ntinual mi8nndapstandfnga>rt Hpw nuBoaf 
worthy country neighbours have I known,; whd«fter Ifcf* 
sag in pen^e and good &Q@wiriiqp for yet^rs^ h|ive been 
tiiirown^into a state of distrust, caviUiag, and atamofa^s 
by some iOnrtarred agreonent dbout fences, runs.of watcar^ 
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HHd stmy cattle. And how many weU^meHHing nations^ 
Who would otherwise have remained in the most amicable 
disposition towards . each < others hMe been brought to 
swords' pcHnts about the infringement or misconstruction 
o£saaB>evtffafll;r» which in axk einl hcnur th^ had ooncludid 
by way ctnmlk'mg their maoify' moire' suye. 

Treaties at best are but complied with so long as inte- 
itMt MqpiiqefttkieBr JMAiient? eiAiseqii^ly^ they are Vir- 
tttally^biDdkig^oh tlKweakisr^party only^ or in phUn truths 
tkey'ai6:Bot binding At «U« ;No nation ndU^ wantonly go 
to warmth iapiiother, if it has liofthing to gain thereby^ and 
therefi^^ne^iKXa-eatjr to ite^crain it frotiK violence;, and 
ifit'ha^eaiiy <dnng to gBtiM^ I much qtiesti<»i, from what 
1 have I 'Witnessed of the rightemis c^aAacjL of natiolui, 
wfattbn' any treaty could be made so slx^ong that it could 
not dimst idle sword through; ni^, I would' hold ten to 
one, the treaty itself would' be the very source- to m^ieh 
resort w^dklt be had tio find a' preteoct for hostilitieai^ 
' Thu% -tkerdbre, I oondhid^ that though itris the best 
iif aUpeficiesibr anadoii'tokeqDiipatxHistiuit negoda^ 
4iM with itfl^ neighbours) yet it k the iM^utlit^feUy, for 
keWlobis baginlcd iBjifrA treaty ;ii[^then^n«3S on the 
non^fidfihnent and infitu^tkm— then roncM^tatancie, then 
altferc8tlo% tbeatetaliaitiM^ then recfnatination^ and finial- 
h^fopmk war. ^Iik a woird, n^ociadon i^ Uke courtship^ a 
tine of sweet words, gallani Sfsieeehes, j^ loolt% and «im 
dearing care^es^ bat lh» mariiagen^ereiffQny is the signal 
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)' ■ i; ;. ...: . . *.i.(».i /» '7.1. ^- i'V'i ,d io i»'iHi*f ».if. 

Moss-troopers i am^'kU^omimeitii^hlifauJ*.) tu.' 



iiirdte cbUiFsci of t^ i»tiQ€^atuiBL>t»f Ji^risti^tritb^^ 
mil doubtless: at ofi/^f^mmejpexcm'Wi ihMilbk gwalrPatai^ 
in concludUig a treafj mik Ma faa«teiB likaii^blb0mt%. mm 
guUty )of a bme&tablei ^amir And toieMdebf:ii»jpQK«iaiu 
Tb thia milu(% ^greotoent maj^%4»e:fiiBcnhe4ftcirarUl 
oCUittte in&uigfaiMots, diterctfUa^ oitgoMiiaiiSi «iid/1ui^ 
tffings^' wbkb^ifiefiracds tookidacBibetwt«fi:)lhefi^ 
able Stuy vesialil;^ and tbeevUffyflpoAedtcaiim^Hfiif lAi^^ 
dons. ,M-Ibase'didi»eit^ttt(kid]0tiiii>lli^^;^^ 
serenity >4)C' tb^jgood ^iir|^Q$ bf.MamwhaIci ; Imtmiaooili 
Ib^ wtoeiso ]ir^)]^iti&d;m 4b€iir aoatilr^^8iidr'i9tikct%>tf»^t a 
fftme bis^^|sbQftu¥^bo(gru^s.it]u» 1^^ Iiki4g 

less th«a yecordjijig^tbe Ml of ^piiicfi^'As^^drdfolu^^ 
of wofldib''^^oi^;thii>k:tb««»,iim^^^ oiicxibtidjQii 

.;.;Ilbe reader «($'lik^ffi^e ta\tfdteilifiMrjgiii^ 
fccurn-^ w^^fiu|Jbvde^;tkLt^^»e!wUcfaj^ 
beow and tirttmbtiag bmd ji^c9rmfl0!9 i»JinvditiaUc^ AabdH 
tbe whtte tbe/girfi|it,P.eter i^^m^josiiv 9<MfaGifl& I^kiiwii* 
dous and bloody contests, that I shall shogdyctwbfljrw^ 
there was a continued series of little, dirty, snivellings 
skirmishes, scourings, broils, and maraudings, made on 
the eastern frontiers, by the-moss-troopers of Connecticut; 
But like that mirror of chivalry, the sage and valorous 
Don Quixote, I leave these petty omtests for 9ome future 
Sancho Panza of a historian, while I reserve my prowess 
and my pen for achievements of higher dignity. 

Now did the great Peter conclude, that bis labours had 
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oameito aldose in tli^ east^ and ^Auiil'he bad Yiothing tod^ 
but applyihin^idf ta th^ internal prosperity of hit beloimb 
Manhitttoel^ ISion^ a msn^ offgtmt rmd^tyy he oouW 
■ot bdipbooiidiigithait'keiliad at leu^ shiKt theteid{^49l 
JiotuB ; -and 4bat,^ were all itd^ like a cfetism persok wli& 
shfoaU be >iainielefiB^ it would 'never be opi(»ied agiain^ But 
the exultation of the worthy governor was pEit to a speeliy 
diedc^ S&r* seatce was ^e trjeat^ condtidedj and hardly 
wa^die iilk^^ on the paper, before t^ carafty and db^ 
eoixtedus ^mincil of 'the leitgue songht a new pretence 'Ssm 
re41hiniing the 'flames c^duscDid. 

' it sefoinjs ta bethenatum of confedemde^ republics, 
and 3nch<-13ce powers^ that want &e true^maseultne char 
^ nctsr,. to indnlge: exceedingly in certain £edtnui!ne panics 
aiidfsi£Sf)icion&^' like some good lady of delicate and 
BildLfy'Vivtaei^' 'ildiO is/in codstant dread^of hanng hev ves4 
tripuntjil^CKtHJtaimnlitedov^^ •and'wlio'if amande 

bat'takaher by ihe l^aild, or lode her in the&oe, is^eaAy 
tociiy bu^ropei aiid/ruin:|-*^sb these squeamish govern* 
mcntft are perpetually on the alarm &r thb viitft^ of tfai 
country— every manly measure is a violation of the constjh- 
tntio n ' c ro iy Hkdnapehy t>r other masculine government 
airomut'theni is laying sfnares for dimr seduotion ; and diey 
ave for ever demoting ii^mal' plots, by which ihey wefe 
1(0^ be betfayttd,^ dishimourod^' and <f brought; upon the 
town.'^ ■ : ■ ■ 

' if any/proof were wanting of the tmth. of th^te opinions^ 
I WDUid instanoe die condiKTtof a certain republic of oub 
dHy, Irhb^ (good dam^ has ahrea^ withstood so many plcM» 
imd oompiracieg against her virtue, and has so often>coo)e 
near being made " no better than she should b^^." I 
mcnM notifce h^r constant j^alousks of poc^r old England, 
mko, by hc^jowti account, has been incessantly trying to 
4B^ her honbur, thoiigh, from my soiil, I never could be- 
Ueve the honest old gentleman mesmt her any rudeness. 
Wft^eas^ 0iK the oontrary^ I tMnk I have several times 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



n6 HISTORY OF 

emi^t ber.ii[qpid«f^g^hiin4s; an^ inducing In c0]:tain amo*/ 
tow Of^dsi^ • with , Ihat sfd fellow Bonaparte^ ;#ho all the. 
irorld kiiows tb be a great' de^poiler of national virtiie, t6 
have niined.aU the ei|ipire$.m hi&ad^^iboux^^ ta 

iMjvse debaucl^ eyeiy irepuUi^itliat oame. in hfe wray 5 but 
90'it i9, tbesen^^s^semn always to gain: singular &idouI^ 
widi the ladifis, . .- r 

But I eravie t)aitkni of my reader for. thus wainderingy. 
and will endaavoar, ui sotaae ipe^isure, to iqpply /the fer^o^ 
nig remarks ; for in jthe year l6tiU we are told, that die 
great confederacy of the east.accui^ the immaculate F^ 
ter» (the soul of honour and heaurt of steel,} that,, by divers 
ffRs and pixMnises, be had been liecretly endeavouring to 
instigate the Narrcdngansett,; (or Narragiuiset,) Mohaque^ ^ 
aad Peqiiot Indians, to surprize and massacre ifehe Yaiv- 
kee setdements. << For," as the x^ouncil slanderously ob- 
fld^ed,^ ^ the Indians round about for divers hjondiiediniles 
c^xcute, seeme to have drunke deq) of an inlcHucating 
cupp, att or fixmi the Albnhatoes against the English, whoe 
have sought thdr good both in bodily and spirituall re* 



History does not make mention how the great council 
of the Amphyctions came by this precious plot; whether 
it were honestly bought <at a fiur market price, or discovered 
by sheer good fortune. It is certain, however, that they 
exanuned divers Indians, who all swore to the &ct, ais sturr 
^y as tiiough they had been so many Christian troopers: 
and t0 be more sure of their veracity, the sage council pre<- 
viously made every motheif's son of them devpptly drunk, 
remanbering an dd aod trite proverb, which it is not ne9> 
cessary for me. to repeat. 

Tliough, descended fr^n a bmily which suffered mvbck 
injury from the losel Yankees of tho§e times,; my gneat 
grand&tber haviiig had a ydce of dxen.and his best )>ap<^ 
stdien, and having received a pair of black eyesaiid a bloody 
nose m one of these bcN(der )¥ars ; . and my gr^md&th^i 



Digitized by 



Google 



NEW-YOEK. 217 

wbeiili^vefy little |lx>y teod^ig T^igh havjipg;been kidniq^ped 
^Dd isN^er^y floggad bjr a }^i^-r»4^ Cpna^cut schodi- 
mfi^teti yet I sihould have passed over a£ these wrongs 
H^th fi>rgivQi)^^:aiid oblivioii :-^I e^juld even have suffepred 
tii^tat43 haitrebrdken Ev^rt'Puckii^ head, to have kidked 
the doughty Jacobus Van Curlet;aiid his ragged regiment 
out; of dpor^f carried e(very hog into ci4ptivity» ^ind depo^ 
pidat^teyeiy ii^>>re!0$t on the&ce of the ^mrthr witfi per^ 
^Ot impunity ;^ but;t^ wantx>n attack upon oae of th^ most 
g(#int apd inreiHroacliabl^ heroes of modeni.lin^^, is top 
n^iu^ even fi>r mi^ to.digest, ai^d has overset> ydth a sin^ 
pq^ the padence of the historian, and the forbearance of 
the J)iitch|nan, . , 

..;0h reader,, it was false— I swear to thee, it was false! 
•^l^^ou. i^% any respect for my word,— if the updeviat- 
^ig, charactieif. for veracity n^hich I have endeavoured to 
piaintnin throughout this work, has its du^ weight with 
thee, thou wilt not give thy fiuth fo this tale pjT slander; 
for I pledge my.honour and my Jn^nortal %ne to thee, 
th^t? the gallant Peter Stujyesant wa< not.cnlyi^ocent 
pf this foul.cpnspiracy, but; would have suffered his right 
arip^ or eyen^h^s wooden leg,, tp,. consume with slow and 
^Y^lasting flaiiti^. rather than f^ttempt to destroy his ene- 
mies in any other way than open, generous war&re. Be- 
shreiv. those caijiiff scouts, that conspired ta sully his honest 
Hfiyne hy . such an iippnftition t , 

.jjJPeter Stqyyes^t, thoqg)i,h^. perhaps had never heard 
of, a Knight Srr?int, yet had he as true a heart of chivalry 
lis ^yer beat atthe round table of King Arth|Ur. There 
»ras a .spirit pf native gallantry, a noble and gei^erous harr- 
c|^u>o4,diffusc|4:th]:ough his rugged, manners, which alto- 
{[ether .gay^; t^iqjaefntionable tokeU3 of a heroic mind. He 
jras, ii; truth, ,^ hjerp of chivalry struck off by the hand of 
gifiture at a si;^e J^eat ; apd though she had taken no for- 
A^care to.pol^h and refine her workmanship, he stood 
forth a mitaqle of her skilly . , , 

2'E "■ 
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But TuA, to bcr %iirative^ (ti fikidt jA Hjsrkxte vni&Ag 
^tfiMt 1 p^edh^l/ esdi^y) the gifekt Peter" pos^esa^ 
in M ^inhKG^t dt^^^ tke isiefen r6ti<y#lied and itiobkr^iv^ 
tn^sr oP khi^^hffii^ #h»cfa, li^ he hii^ neti-r ceiikdMA 
ant^i^, &!i» tke ilidciidMi^ ttind eidtivlitteg of kb'ittiiid^ t 
rerSf l^chre ihiist'hiif^b^il'iiii^klited te tt^cdrtttf e«F Idit 

flion^ Ms^ hiird^ ^tnmi^' 13^' ^ ^dttuty ^fMttH^^SA a&iN!ft§f 
shooti% ferOf MAili^th^ iAOi i^^duildm kwrik^ 
among ^tt(Hx>hx >ddc^.' Siidi 1i^ ^itiittdc^l^Bfe^lM 
Headstrdn^, afad if myadk{i^tic^{bi;fthc», cki^^ d^ 
sion, irahspdrted my %I« beyond die i^lid" gMti^ Wffitfi 
becomes llie laborious scribe of historic eventSfl^ititii'^^^lA 
as an apology, tkkt thon^ a Hfdey gi^y heeded Imtch- 
man, arrived ahnok at the bottom of the dowit^inoflft^^ 
I stiU i^tfliii some |>ot^ Gte^ WhWAl 

sp^kles in the ^e of youth, when coMefti|ylat!iig tfi^ ^ 
tues and achievements of aticiient wotA^ ibl^ssed, thl4ae 
and nine times blessed be the j^^od St^nchc^^tliiit f 
have escaped tb« infltieiKce of ifakt chilling iep^fj whkk 
too often freezes the sympathies of age; Whid^, Ube H 
churilsh spirit, sits at <hb pditals 6f th^ h^^ i'c^ruIiHlnf 
every g^niti senthhent, lind paraly^g every spMtittlMuiSr 
glow of enthusiiism. * ' -^'i 

No sdoner then, cUd dlis scouiidi'el itn^tatiOtt ott'Mi 
honour reach the ear of Peter StuyVesant, than he |>i^ 
ceeded in a manner which would have redounded to his 
crtdit, even though he had studied for years in the libra- 
ry of Don Quixote him self. He immediately despatched 
his valiant trumpeter and squire, Anthony Van Corlear, 
with orders to ride night and day^ as herald, to the Am- 
phyctionic council, reproaching them in terms of noble in- 
dignation, for giving ear to the slandei's of heathen infiw 
delsj against tlie character of a christian, a gentleman, and 
a soldier — and declaring, that as to the treacherous aiid 
bloody plot alleged against him, whoever affirmed it to be 
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jiem^ MlP^^^i^ Captwi vAilicx^widiiir 

i^n^ ^'<»i4>«i^ ii^^Jbiii^^ the imdMiaM (rf'bb 

ifetbeQ9J^ rl3ib>^oiteJieiiuwHtedji.1aU 

si^mti Ji^k^wftfft vofk^ aad txottod menily towacds Ae 

Middtetown, iWid all ithfr ofcber bosd^ >|0«ntis-*<4»uigBig 
)iii.4riH9iKrt/lifee a very diMrily sqtlMitilie tw«et vnUejr&aiid 
l;;«ld^ <tf'i;b6 iCoiui6ctiottfctr«^^ tliewaiiaEe me- 

lpdtf-t^44)dirtfqppitig;occfMbi^ eia>piiiiq]kin'|}ie69 ckmee 

t|i(M,pai;l^ iKbaok h^Myfiked esceddngly with his soOt* 

Attiibe fftaoA oootnoil bdog^otmxpoa^ 0i^QaosAA&NLt% 
inen^ had .lia idea of jrusniof^ a tihiiig .widi 6«ch a ficoy^ 
hiW>^Mitiw hive^ ;Betoi»^nQiiliie oontnilrythqr sent him 
ap;am9l^«!yitoil«h^4n jJi^Aineeliest^ tb^moat ndldiiaid pvo- 
vip)p|ig tc«i«ib) lin iKchk^:jfc|Kgr.i^^ that his guilt 

1^ pW^Uhlbm^p^X&st sa^A^^Of by the testim^y 
ofs^iifyrfufAbj^iaildcTespacIa^ and amdudiiig 

wiA this .tfUly.aidufibk pavagnph.'-n^iFopyaim ooiifi- 
dMft dfeakillA i»f itfae Bacharaiu pfett.chavgel ivil wd^ 
liltl«imiMaii^ iigimat irochio«idaBae» ^soe that we WM 
Stittfmiiiife^iiid aeeke dnfrrMisfiKtmi ^oid ecfcvritie; sde 

.:.,.. .„... -,.••: '<*.^^ ^ . '. 
:r. r'^iYlMNiesiftwaiimrofiR^faiteoi^ 
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I tm ttvNffie that the ibi»ve ttumcticm hw been diii^^ 
i&pi^Temfibi by eertain bisUnteii of^lito eiiM^' attd die*^ 
wfaete; wko seem to have inberitod die bitter enMity'vrf' 
thi^r aabMiiMto'to the bintve F rt ter ■ - an d.intiA good may 
dieir att ii eritii ttw db thettJ "These dedkre, that Feler 
Stuyvesant requested t» hate the dfeafges iigaii^ Idnt'tll^ 
qirired into, by commisstonfiirsito be appt>&M;ed At* ^ pur- 
pose; and yet that m k cm swah ewamissKmfei^ *#fete appefat* 
ed, he Teibsed^to tubndt to tMr iexattiiiiatlbii. • In iSas 
attfolaceoiintthereisbiit^thesemblantseoftFttdi; he^dSd 
indeed, mo^ gdlantly oflfer,' ^en tibat he fedid^tf dtef ear 
was tamed to his ckaUenge, to snbraithi^ conduct to^tfae 
r^^roiM inspection' of a OQ«rtt<rf'honoin'-i^4)uttiien he^tsi^ 
peetcdiofihdkanauji^trSbQnal, tompoatd of conrteotis 
gcntl e « e% thegof«nMx»«ndiiobili1y of the'coirfedeinite 
plantatims, and of diepnytince of New^Metherlnd^ ^ 
where he migl^ be tried by his. peers, in a nnnner wtMiy 
of his rank anddignity-^^hereas, let me perish, iflhey 
did not send to the Manhattoes two lean sided htmgry 
pettifi)ggerB, notinted on Niurraganaet pacers, with saddle-^ 
bags under their bottcmis, and green satchels Imder Iheir 
arms, as thoaghdiej were idimit to beat the hoof 'from <me 
oonnty-eowrt to'anc^heriK search of a lawHsnit. 

Thediivalric Peter,* as 'imi^ be expected, took nond-^ 
tice of these cimning varietis ; ' who^ with pstrfbsaionaJtili* 
dustry fell to prying mkI lifting about, inqueatof ear porl^ 
evideaite; perpiexing diwm simi^ Indians and old Wo^ 
SMU, with their cross^^iuesdoraig, unt3 they had eonCra* 
dieted and ferswore themsdres most horribly, as itf too 
oftm^doBM in our oomtr of justice* ThushsfingiUfiHed 
their emmd to their owitsatisfiuition^ they reiohied to'^iei 
grand <xMiMil> with their saliliels and sad Ae4)agB stdfed 
full of viUanous rumours, apocryidial stories, imd'tMltm^ 
geous calumnies — for aU whidi the* great Feter did not 
care a tobacco-stopper; faioty I wanraaC >se$ hidtfa^at- 



Digitized by 



Google 



NEW*YORK. 221 



tllii^tedto pky <)ff ^^ fia»» triek iqpm 

^ hit wcKiMWe tMflfled liMm bo^ to an aietkl gsaibol 

^' l%e^gi»dciHiii0ll*toflkeewtli^aTei7«c^^ 
Hig^ito the i«tlMn^ efiSMut entdys^aiMlaftevtii^luid pon^ 
il^rM A^km^ time M the flifettation ^•affiuEr^ irepetiipoii 
ihe^pe^t^^^d^OQff&iiig tritlioat'beb^ «U»tto.agtite ii|K>b 
imjrAiiJ^^ Ac liiw criiml'iAcmMkt oiie o^ 
^lome^ mddbtigable fi^mils, who ^adeavoiir to^e^rtiiihHwh a 
ehaiacbr for patarkidfltt l^4^d^riiig the bdlows cipmty^ 
mttil'th^ whole fuTBftce/c^ politic is red^-h^twitih spaaM^ 
tad eind^; «&d who iuwre y»^ ^tiiaihig eo^Wi^b to kaow^ 
tlMi£:ihefe. k^ao tinw ^o finioaralde ^for gettii^ fm the 
pooj^lels bmiji^ as when^lhey «re in' a* stale of tatmoilf 
ttnd altaidingto^ei^cicy body's bt^uboesa but* their chm; 
(Elms MfneEpg impiof fiustion^ who was oail^ a great pen 
^tiiSMR, fawcibse he hhd seooced a scat in' jsouneilfaif 
calnmtttwtiwg all his opponcMs: he, I sayv ^ccMieeiiMd -^his 
a/fit of^rtmiity to strike a Uow thatsbottld seoire Ms 
popnlari^ amoi^ his cc^ititueBts^ wkoililwd ofi:theibo»» 
ders of Nieuw-Nederhiqdtfl^ and wetoe tlie gieatest po^UJiers 
in Chrifi^endom, excepting the Scotch bcurder ndi>les. 
Like a secoi^ Peter tl^ Hennit, therefore, he stood 
forth and {»eached up a orusade agui^ Peter Stuyve- 
sint, and Us devoted'cii^* «•';•' 

He made a speech whidi lasted mx hours, according 
to die ancient custom in these paits; in wbidi fae r^nrep 
sented the Dutdi as.aiuiee of imfuous heretics^ #ho nei- 
ther belkwd in wildbcnkft, nor the soivereign virtues of 
horse-shoes— who 1^ their country for the li^re of g»n; 
not like themselves^ for the enjoymait of liber^ sf ctm- 
*riitici-«*wh% in dioft, wene^a raceof neave canmbds and 
anthropophagi, inasmuch as thi^ nepmr ent cod-fifah cm 
S^tmrdaj^ devoured swine's fl^h withimt.niolafpcw» and 
hrid pwvpkfai$ m«ttcar cohtenpt 

This speech had the desiittdeffetot;^ for &e'cinuiG^ 
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war against these uncbrMtiap aiili»pmwpl#iitrn ^iij^l^ims 
aooMBoijf Ikatriiw jpCjfJr at Inngrp nhKuld fifst) fa nmipircirf 
IbrtMahiMimPBi «todL for «d«0 ptt^xM Ae)4«9itoiMibi (tf 
tittcnaat^r vfise;tMr«acboij6Ma 4km pigifHi$f>rmafe9titSmsh 

niiBhiriioB ^JTieiiaryigotid Cihtnsfiail^ wb$(|mafease^;iis wril 

fa rgwrc t teii of iB§wifea> Ulte is^ ^Sim^&a^y^hmtJffS 
the ^ Drim aSdobmsttc^' beating i^ ^ piriitieal ivcttmla 
iir^cMr (ooiiiitiy; afdLat^arovii^.efiioflhfi^Mlteffii^^ 
k'haa stnoe beea trailed <nlo£reque&tseri^ thmi^ghMtt 
iMiETiaHDh. i4 cunning fK>I]tidbiL 4ft txftenJfai^ 
mder^&e denad-orebe^ muk Ma ffotaide att:iifeligiOii) juri 
M k^H^e dl polkical itan0(^ Thin|^ ^IpUtel jMil 
things iianpondxaie atniogefy jutnUed infadMii^ Ukftipiai^ 
•aim land ;antidQlaa totdi iqMitfaeaacjF's^dbf; a^iaatdad 
flf a devouSb aertikOBf the .^nmple chacdi gi^iiag folk h^ve 
.<ifte&mpriiti(^ ptHlq^l^ib^nstid^ Adv dimikl% la- 
belled 'ifilh a |MeiiftfteRtAr<HnScii%)^^ 



CHAPTER Vi. 

Mmfik^^Jfdmi^imMii ilmmmvt i^imAjmc gmdiim iOwK, «mI# tift 
jdb^fid admUnpke^ a ?ia^% mw^v t ^fiMr wMM Jtehr 
. ftiyMiaw^^ awmgt»# Jmttfy^lmstghfmd hmM mm^ikf 

fdreHG^-Aowi^ nweae Maagfaig^ ^acawit rin. jhmr furoceedr 
iagi jeipefalingithe Nsii-lfedtoiaidii land^etodMladcIhe 
wtidie with almost as mnBk:aftaioe>aBKl»3Mti^Md6«i. 
th^ $ttge BffitiA odbinetrtee rf tti^ il^taePd JCtmC «42^c{t- 
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fi9fm I lydt da itwerer watchful Peter tcodterasfidL and 
aeenwlglnfcgmatioo of evwyovinifty aadoadtheoMl 
of FMoeeof'ftltthe MOteUe entarpns^ I lunre w^HiiMidli^ 
-^f]fo4locbrdiiiB|y Bfrf. Imrotdf to wotk, toroadCT die JMb 
driiii«ioib<0f kis bi|M aidi«^^ 
i Ilmoir^tiaanyii]ttcewuretlie'pr€ei|ntetm 
9lodl-li6«t«i old g g ycn bo r, m that he hunried xntot Ae 
expenses of fiirtificatiob, iwilfainit k^icmtaaimag wheAMt 
Aejr irereneeesMuryj by prttdisntily muting until tbrtohe- 
mf yihk ^i th&idof. Bm tb^ Aonld Rodleetihat Pttor 
8luyv«iMMI had not the b^^nofit of aniingE^ iBt)srftbe>n»* 
dem «rctiba/of polftioi, «od was sknuigdy trotted to oeiv^ 
talti dM<il«lo^[iHadins:iof the otd'vebo^ 
flm^4)diet«d) thaty tovend^ ^a dountry leqpectedahPOttd^ 
il Wib^ie^esskiy to iftake it fohnidabki athdme.; aUdtfaat 
a MMktt Ishbiitd ipia^ its^^t^Uancft for peaee and aeoiinl|(^ 
VMM 'Hpoii'kBioim stto^ than on the jastkewrigooAt 
wtt c^itfc ltirigliboui««-^He {ttoeteded,: therofa^ widi aB 
iSdgmitf^ i»p\it^tw pro^^Btce and BiitBopal».in a^stoong 
pmimc/£i(^mie4 ■• ••..-•j"* 'r.;.v 

" Amcoig JtWfsw itnniBbts of ingenibusjinvckitiailswhidi 
r^nakied &om the days of WUliflan.tlie Tes^^ were timiq 
imipr^piable bidwarks of poblie sa£9tyy mihlMlaws^by 
wtddl thi» inkabkttrts ^er€ cMiged to. tarn oiit.|wice »- 
ye»r^ Widi Biieh militaiy'eqiiipnents*^^ 
and ifidti^ ptt€ niider ^ command of irerij^ivaliaBLtaQorq 
and mM«-iii^inen9 wfao^ tiioiigh an.oidinary. occaaiom 
Ae m«^es^ p^q^A^eavted litda man m:iheiaoild,iwafii 
yi^-dei41s at pasadeS' and coint^martiaiB,! when^tb^ had 
OMked han on their headsy «n4 swwds. bgri tlnicsido^ 
tJnAAr- th« instrtiotions of these periodical waieridl^ ihd 
gaUftnt ^tMkKbands inade xoarveUoas.proficiiehey.jin Ifeba 
%ik«f7^glti]q^wdeF«' They wtffe taught to.face to the 
rfg^ to tiieel' to Ifaeleft^ lb snap ofp enpty firdboka 
vrtl^blto Winking, ta^tttm/aooniep without any graat opt 
f^ ctf^^tregnliiiiiigr^i a^ ttotvinarah thrm^sunaad] 



Digitized by 



Google 



£«4 HISTORY OF 

bom one end of die town to the odier witheoti flittchyig : 

mital in theencLtb^ becaffle^so v^rocis thi^ Ihejr fir^ 

off blank^cartiidges^ Without- jb 'iniich as turning a^ay 

dieir heads-«-could Hear the bu^^est field«*{)ificbdischarged» 

without stopping their ear% ocifallkig; intbl itoi]cb>bcaiftln 

aidn; and would ^ven go throilgk all:therfiitigueai9nd 

perils of a sonmier da^s .pande^/withiolit faaiviiigf tdbeir 

sanks-mudi thinned by deiiertioQ)l<: ')- '. lo -«-. -j . 

True it isy the genius of this irbly pacific ip^fqde wafi^ 

so.ltttle gi^nen^tO'Watv that during tfhe .iaitclKvali wlu^h qcn 

eunred' between fieMnlaysy: they! geneiwU^r 4QiiriirediitGi 

forget all the miUiary tmtioa t9w^ hadirciediyed.; >w ikak 

wbeii/ithey vMippeaEred.on parade^rdieyr 9carce]^>:kMW;thjS 

lMt«ndof the musket from tbe/^us^le> ^4 i|i?li#b^ 

iiiitdok the right sh6ialdeor:fdr |}ie,l^-*^ mstaite^'wiiiiol^ 

bmwver, was sooi^ obvialedy by dialk]3Q|g:tt^ieft,{nms»^ 

But whaAemr snigUt be ^Ir blpQders/and,a|rkiKaffdiH)3«b 

ihe ' sagacious Kieft declared^ th^m tob&iof bujt JUtl}e itat* 

portance-^sinieef as he jinliciously ofaserJsfed^v^Qi^ yftyqiaigfc 

would be of more instruction to them than. ^MUDdi^ pa^- 

nules^ fer though i two^hirds o£lJbe«L mij^lstlbetfoo^for 

powder, yet >uch of rtheother third/as didioofiru^tfl^ay^ 

Wuld become most ;experienoeflfvet^'ansi Ai' :iu 

-(.TJie great Stuyvesahthad, no paiticubr Vea^enttipia, ^ 

the 'iligeiiioQisi experiments apd, institutions, lQf<;hi$* sb^wd 

predecessoivaniliammg.otherithing^ hcjld:thei^i}itia $j»r 

trarm ^ry.coiisiderable oooltempt^/ w^ich:li^,Wi9^.. often 

hcaid to caliiin joke^^^rsihid wtas soiiietime« f0nd.of.a 

jfoic^^uGoverfaorKisft's:brQken.>eed. As, bo^^v^r^ the 

present emergency i was pvessidg, .be was oblig^ U} ^afl 

himself of such iaeans of defence- as were next;ftt blmd» 

aiid abcordii^l^ appointed a genei»l ini^peqtioft and pumde 

of the train^bands. But oh i iMars a^ BeU^na, \fi9d aU 

ye>«ilher pqwerstof ;war, lK)ih*greiil: and.$iiiaU^ 

tiiming outwasfh^reJ-^Hece.cameimen.withoti^ ofRoefh 

and officers widiMmt :men<***4long fowlingfpi^sfM^^ ifnd short 
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t^ih^rbtissesr-muskets.bf lall^orts and sises^ some with*'' 
cut biET^dnets^ others .without lo6ks^ 6thers without stocks^ 
imd to^nj tridiout lock^ stdck, or barreL-^Cartridge-boxes, 
shot-belts, powder-horns, swords, hatchets, snicker-jsnees,- 
crow-bats, and broomsticks, all mingled higgled j piggledjr 
-^Hke <Mie of our contihental armies at the breddng out 
^thti r^tduticm. 

Tbis-$udd^n tran^rmation of a pacific community into 
a band (^ warridirs, is, doubtless, what is meant in modem 
days, bjr "putting a nation in armour," and <* fixing it ift 
an attitude/^ In which armour and attitude it makes as 
martial a figure, and is likely to acquit itself with as much' 
prowess, as the renowned Sancho Panza, when suddenly 
i^uipped to defend his Island of Barataria. 

The ^tui'dy Peter eyed this ragged regiment with some 
such ruefiil aspect as a man would eye the devil ; but 
knowing, ' like a wise man, that all he had to dd was to 
make the bei^ out rfa badbatgaiii, he determined to give 
his heroes a seasoning. Having, therefore, drilled thein 
through the manual exercise over and over again, he or-^ 
dered the fifes to strike up a quick march, and trudged 
his sturdy boots backwards and forwards, about the istreets 
tif vNew^Amst^rdam, atid the fields adjacent, until thei^ 
sh&rt 1^ a^ed,^ and th^ &t sides sweated again. But 
this 'Was not all: the martial spirit of* the old governor 
<;aught 'fii^ fifom the sprightly music of the fife, and he re-r 
solved' td' try- the metde of his troops, and give them a 
taste of the hardships of iron war. To this end he en- 
camped them as the shades of evening fell, upon a hill 
formerly called Bunker's hill, at some distance from the 
town, with a full intention of initiating them ii)to the dis- 
cipline of camps, and of renewing the next day, the toils 
imd perils (rf'the field. But so it came to pass, that, in 
the night, there fell a great and heavy rain, which descend- 
ed in torrents upon the camp, and the mighty army 
jrtrangely melted away before it; so that when Gaffes 

? F 
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PhoBbus came to shed his maming-beams upon the pl^ee^f 
saving Peter S|;uyvesant asid his trumpeter, Van Cprlear,> 
scarce one was to be found ,of all the multitude that had. 
encamped there the ni^t before. 

This awful dissc^ution of his army woiUdihf^ve a{^a)led 
1^; commander 1^ less nei:ve .thai^ Peter Stuyyesai^t; but 
he considered it as a matter of but small importance^ 
thou^ he thencefonnrard regarded the milit^ system with 
ten tinges greater. contempt than ever, and took cai^ to 
{provide himself with a good garrison of chosen, men, whom 
hek^tinpay; of whom he boasted, that they at least 
p^ase^sed the quality, indispensable in. soldiers, of being 
waUr^prfHjf. 

The next care of the vigilant Stuyvesantwas to strengthen 
and fi»rtify New* Amsterdam. For this purpose he cansed 
to be built a strong picket-fence, that reached across thie 
island, from river to river, being intended tp protect the 
city, not merely from the sudden invasions of foreign «n«- 
mies, but likewise from the incursions of the neighbouring 
savages.* 

Some traditions, it is true, have ascribed the building 
of this wall to a later period, but they are wholly incorrect; 
for a memorandum in the Stuyvesant manuscript, dated 
toirards the middle of the governor's reign, mentions this 
wall particularly, -as, a very stro>i])g and curious piece of 
workmanship, and the admiration of all the savagps in the 
neighbourhood. And it mentions, aofiorepver, t]pe alann- 



* Juan Antique view of New-Amsterdam, taken some years aS^er 
the above period, is a representation of this wall, which stretched along 
the course of Wall-street, so called in commemoration of this great bul- 
wark. One gate» caUed the Land-Poort, opened upon Broad- way, hard 
bj where at present stands the Trinity Churd^; and. another called the 
Water-Poort stood about where the Tontine C(^e-house is at present, 
opening upcMj Smits, Vjeye, or as it is commonly called Smith J^ly, 
then a marshy valley, with a cteelt or inlet extending up what we call 
Maiden>lane. 
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ing circumstance of a drove of stray cows breaking through 
the grand wall of a dark night ; by which the whole com- 
munitjr of New-AmslieMaaii' wab tteown into a terrible ' 
panic. 

' Li addition to this great walli he oadt iqp several out- 
works to Fort AmsterdaiBy to protect the searbosrd attlie 
point of the island. These consisted of formidable mud- 
batteries, solidly &ced, after the manner of the Dutch 
orensy commtNEi in those djeiys, witt damrsfaeOs.: - 

Thes^.^fixmoiag btdwairk^ tin ^ptotymB of tiney canoe Ut 
be pleasandy Overrun by a tardant carpet of grass aod 
f^vety aad their high embankmei^ overshadowed by 
wide-spreading sycamores, among whose fdiage the little 
birds sported abdiit, rcgoicing the ear with their mdbdiouil 
notes. . .Hie old burghers ;ii^ould repisdr of an afteriKxm to 
fflBdke tbrir pi^ under the shade of tlieir brandies, oo^ 
templating the golden sun as he gf^uaUy sunk iato iIm 
vrestf*-*^ emblem of that tranqlul end toward whidb tbe>l^ 
sdvejs were hastdoing ; while the young men and the •dam- 
sels dTthe towh would talbemaiiy a moonli^ stroll M»ei% 
liiese finrourite haunts, watdung the silver beams of diaste 
Gynthia tremble alcmg die calm bosom (rf'tibe bay, or light 
up die white saO of «(mie gliding bark, aad iltterebange 
the honest hrows of otostant affbedoit. Stt^h was the <Hri-t 
^^f |iia$ rebowned waikj The Baiitr^i which, thoi^ 
•Uefasibljr-.devoted to* the purposes of war, has ever been 
consecrate^ to.the sweet dd^its of peace^'^the ftvourile 
walk of declining age-*die healthful resort of the feeUe. 
mvalid-rthe iSnnday refreshment of the dusty tradesman 
— ^the seene.of many a boyish gambol — the i*endezvoua of 
many a.tend^ assignation--rtfae comfort of the .citi^en-*^ 
the omaiaeAt of Iiew-York-><-and the pride of the lovely 
island of Mannahata. 
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• f i .-CKAFTBR-Vt- 

" d(' diabdkttl tM-^dkd th^^^tdkimu inMnreiJbr the extHpi'*' 

iicmthei^e^* ,' . . . ♦ . : ■ - 

HxviNa thtts j»ovided for :flte tiSBipd'atyiiectt^ of 
N^i«r^ Amsterdiuiii^ and ^rded ^ against ^y siiddeii ^lir^ 
t]lrilfe,'tiie g^wti*f^eter tcfok a faffirty pintdi oPiSttufl^ and' 
£$Dfapping his'fing^^j ^ttHik gt^tc6taicil^ Aii^d^Gtionisfy 
atid^iheir ehattipion the dcmghty/Aikitgander i^ir(3|dg, at 
di^tH^« It is impdsaiUe'itSc} Siiyi iiotii^ ivliati 

t^ghthAve been tiie iissne'i^thid fidfeir, badnol^tlie comn: 
cil been ^ at' cm;e faivdlved iti isad; perplieKit^^and as 
m^th dissension /^wn among its members^ as of jbi^ was 
stiwed np in ibe esddp of the brawling wamorsofjGTeeee. 
"^ecoMdl oftheleago^ afe'Phave ishowai in my last 
chapter,' bad ^eady annotmced itar hostile determibationsf 
a^ already iv«8 die'migbtyo^bily of NewMliayen aild the. 
puissant town'>eif Pyqoag, otherwise called Weatheiaifield? 
-^fiunbtis for its oi^ns and witches*>-'-and the gmtthu^ 
iffg house of Hartford, andiall the other redi»ibtalde born 
der towns, ih' a prbdi^oud turmoil^rfinrbidikig vp^ their 
1^0^ fimiing^t)i^^, knd shotrtiiigaloud ^wap; by wfaid^ 
d^y antic^filedeasy conqnesCs^ and gorgeouGi ipo^hxmi 
llie liftle' fet Dtttrfi villkg^. But thisjoyous biwfrl&ig Dw» 
^don iSieticed by the coiiductofthe cokny bfMassachu^ 
8€*ts/ Sttrtfdk With the gallantt spirit of the brare^old Pe- 
ter, and t^vinc^ by the^^iTidric ibinl^ess and heroic 
warmth of' his viiidication, A^y^rdiised to biiiene Mrit 
guilty of the infamous plot most wroti^folly laid' ^^hSa 
door. With a generosity for which I would yield them 
immortal honour, they declared, that no determination of 
the grand coimcil of the league, should bind the general 
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btttii;'i>f M^MMcbvael^.l)^ an HiSsbm^.wsiM'f^ which 

ehixsdita^^rttftd/iiie othfflTc^^ colonies, in vety seriid^- 
difficidtiealand/disptites ; and : would no doilbt We pro^' 
4a0ed 4 d(»fl<^tion:of the cm&^may^ but that the coiuin 
o]l>of Ahnphysctoonsy fiiiding that thq^ could : not stand* a^ 
lone, if mutilated h^ the feds of so impoiftant a.ni^Bfdbei[<«» 
JMUssasiiusettS) w^re &in to abandon lor the.fMresentlbeir 
hMtilaxBadiinatifHM against the Manhattbes. .Suchistiw 
mn/tv(E31mis\piitrjgy and. (^puissance of those coniedei:a-? 
ciesy €c^npo9(eiS:df a number <^ sturdy, selPwilled, discarr; 
dtbtiparts^'^loQbMy banded; toj^ther by a puny genei^ 
goviendaedkt^ As it was, how^yi^» the^itvEsirUke towns* oS 
Oonnectkujb had nd c^useto deplore this disappolntnieiit 
of j&eir^maktial.ardoiir; filrrbjr toy fiMlth^^rrtJ^augb the 
eombindd -powers of the leagu^ might have' ibeen too pck 
taiC;in*die eiul^:for thefrdbu^otis: wtoriorsi of )the. JMbun 
hsitloe&: ]^'ln»&e:infe|dm, wouldrthe ii6|i4)torted Pj^teir 
ifcad'faiy inyrmidiiDy : haige choaked the ^^inai^hfiil* h^^on 
of PyqiMg> ii^idi* «UeiF<!»^ onien^ and-ha;ve^ten:the^tbefe 
IkdfaibbKkiHto^pns >8iidfti«r0«t>nruig, ihat I; warrant th^ 
Wikddihiu^badind'stolnacb/tQisquat on>ithe hutidy oi^riur; 
vade the hen*roost of a NevI Nefderiander/fihr a-ccnti^y)!!]) 

^ fikkec^'kkdrKwaajiimlthan one^ cause to ;diiir^^^ 
Uaatkm b£ tl\e gobd.peogle > of the^ easl^ fiwali thmrtfaosliie 
fiprpato; <finr just about iihiis 'tame ivi^ece^^jr humbly ben 
teigusied .and ibaras^eid. by the f inroads o^ the princes of 
JMItness, i^di^ersof iivfapse .lii^ subjects they dateeted* 
krkualipiirithiii'iheir canp, aU/of'whdm they)incMtineilt}3F 
ri^ited dsi so inluiylspidi and dangerous eneniies. Not to 
sfi^eakji^iiavables, we acdin^antocd^' that at this junctw«^ 
&e;Nei^En^^bBd plvoid^ifieawcro.'ei^^ 
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midtitudesofloselwitobes^ whowi-onght sUttn^ devices 
to beguile ai»(i dkiress^ th^ multHude ; and notvifilihsitflaMU 
isgnumeroi^ ipdicious and Moody laws hadibeei»eBaelied 
f^jainsta}! ^sdlem conversing or ^eoirq[>flieti^wi^ 
by w^y of cbnjttjadwortheiatei"* yet did the dark icriiiid 
of witchcraft bontinue to increase to an alanmnig^d^ppe%^ 
that would almost transcend beUe^ w^:ie not- diet filet too* 
w«ll authenticated to be even doubted ^r aii instant; < o ! 
:' What isp^icularty worthy of admiration is^^tibt thk 
terrible art, which so long had baffie^ th^p&infi;d.x«searcb«i 
es, and abstruse studies of philosophers, astroiogeis^ akl^ 
n^ts, theurgists, and Mother ^age% wasxhieByoqnfined la 
&e most igncprant^ decrepid,^ and ngfy old yto^p^sm in tbg^ 
^mmunitjy who had scarcely more^ brains flian die faroom!^ 
sticks they wde upon. Wh^fe they first acquired ikehf 
infema} educatimi — ^whether £!<)m the work$io£ihe anc&dit^ 
theurgists-^the demonology pf 4be Egyptians-i— the fadp^ 
mancy, or diviimtion by arrows of the Sc^tluana-^^e spec** 
tfology of the Germanl5-^-the .magic of the P^srsiana-**!^ 
em^hantment of the Laplanders^Hior frcmi the^urchivesql 
the dark and mj^sterious cav^-ns ^the Dom Danidi«*<-is a. 
(Question pregntotwith many leamed and ingeniou8.dcHlbt8^ 
partieulaify as tnost of them weiw tcrtally linversed in the 
o<k^t mysteries of the alphabet.' • i 

When once an alarm is sounded, the public, who love 
dearly to be in a panic, are notlong^ in wantiof {nroofii to 
support it. -i Raise but the cry of yellow Ipvpiyand immem 
diat^y every headache, and indigestion, fiad<)v»AfMf]iig 
<tf the bile, is pronounced the terrible >epid6mic>. ! In. like 
mann^ in the present instance, whoever was troubWd 
with a odic or lumbago, was gipre to be<bewitched>' and 
wo to any unlucky old woman that liyed in his >neig^ 
boinrhood. Such a howling abomiimtioniooidd no^.be 
lailOfered to remain long unnoticed, and jit aoec^idiH|^y soon 



* Neinr Pfymouth Becord. 
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attncted the fiery indignadon of the sober and reflective 
part o( the commnnity— more especially of thoSe, who, 
^i^iHome^ had evinced so mudi active benevolence in the 
conversion of qnakers and anab^>tists< TTie grand fcoun- 
dl of th«> AiO|%ctipns pablidy set thdr &C09 against so 
deadly and dfungerbus a sin, and a severe scrutiny took 
place after those ne&rlous witdies,. who were eaaly de- 
tected by devil's pinches, black cats, brocansticks, and the 
arcumstance of their only being able to weep three tears, 
and those out of tiie left eye. 

It is incredible the number of oflfences that were de- 
tected, "for every one of which," says the i«-ofound and 
reveraid Cotton Mather, in tha* exceUent work, the hi*- 
toiy of New England—" we have such a sufficient evi- 
dence, that no reasonable man in this whole country ever 
*d question tiiem; and it will be unreasonMe to do it in 
my other "^ 

Indeed, that authentic and judicious historian, John 
Jossdynj Gent, fin-nishes us witii unquestionaWe fects aa 
tiiis subject. « There are none," observes he, «timt beg 
in this country, but tiiere be witches too many— bottii 
bellied witches, and others, tiiat produce many strance 
apparitions, if you will believe report of a shallop at^ 
manned witii women, and of a ship and great red horse 
standmg by tiie mainmast; the ship being in a amaUcove 
to the ea^ward vanished of a sudden," &c. 

The number of delinquents, however, and their magi, 
pal devices, were not more remarkable tiian their diabdi- 
cal obstinacy. Though exhorted in tiie most solemn, 
persuasiv^ and affectionate manner, to confess tiiemselv^ 
«ii%, and be burnt for tiie good of religion and tiie en- 
tertunioent of tiie public, yet did tiiey most pertinaciously 
persBt m asserting tiieir innocepce. Such incredible olv 
^tmacy was in itself deserving of hnmediate punishment. 



* Sfather'g Hist. New Eng. b. vi. ch. 7. 
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and was sufficient/ ^roof, if py()of were necessary^' tha^^e^^ 
wei^e in league wjth the devil^ who ii» pe^ersendss ftseKl 
But their judges were just abd merciful^ and were* d^i*-^' 
' mined to pwiish none that were not convicted on the YifekV 
of tesdmpny; not that they needed any evidence t6' ssltfefy* 
thenr pwn minds, for, lie triie and experieiicedjudgifesl' 
dieirininds were'|ferfectly taade up, and' they w^e'flidn 
HMighly satisfied of the guilt oiFthe pri^^mersj lUfbre^tt^^ 
proceeded to try them; but still something was hfecessal^ 
to convince the community at large— to quiet those pijr* 
ing' quidnuncs who should come after them ; iii ^cHrt,^{he 
world must be satisfied. ()h the worMj, the worfd !— jffl 
the woirld knows the world of ttbiiHe the worl^ is^tOTiaT-i 
ly occasioning !-i— The worthy judges, theriefore', were <ttiV* 
en to the necessity of sifting, detecting, and making evidem 
as noon-day, matters which were at the commencein^tiffl 
clearly understood and firmly decided upon in their own 
pericranimns; so that it may truly be said j that the witch- 
es were burnt to gratify the- pc^ulace of the day, but werfe 
tried for the satis&ction of the whole world that should 
eome aft^ them ! ' ' • ■ 

Findings therefore, that neither exhortation, sound rea- 
son, nor firiendly entreaty had any avail on these hardened 
oflisnders, they, resorted to the more tirgent arguments of 
tiie torteffe; and havmg thus absolutely wning the trutli 
fi-om their stubborn lips, they condemned' them to uiidergb 
the. roastMig due unto the hdnous critnies they had con- 
fossedJ Some even carried their perverseness s6 fiif , aji 
t(|» expire under ihe torture, protesting their innocence t6 
Aei last; but tfeese were looked upon as thoroughly arid 
absolutely possessed by the devil, and the pious bye-starids- 
ei*8 oiJy Itoi^nted that they liad not lived a little longer to 
have perished in the flames. 

in the city of Ephesus, we are told, that the pl&gue was 
expelled by stoning a ragged old beggar to death, whom 
Apollonius pointed out as being the evil ^irit that caused 
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iU wd |*Q nctmJly AfmsA Imsdif to be a ^mofh by 
changing^ ipto a sbagj^ d^. In Uke^ mamer, and by 
me^ipr^ equaUy sagacious a salutary check was given to 
this.gi^wiiig evfl. The wkchea were ^ l^unit, banished, 
or panic-struck, and|n a little while there was not an i^]y 
old wcMiian to be found throughout New'En^^d, which, 
iis doubtless .<Hie reason why all the young woimn there 
are so handsopi^ Those hopest folk who had suffered 
from, their incantations gradually recovered, excepting such 
a& had been afi^cted witl^ twitches and ach^ which, how* 
ei^r« assun^ed the less alarming aq>ects of rheumatisms^ 
8f^atic8,midluinbagos; and the good people pfNewEng-* 
land, abandoning the study of the occult sciences, turned 
tl^ir attep^on to the more {urofitable hocus pocus of tradeg 
and soon became expert in the.legerdemajba art of turning 
a penny. Still, however, a tinge of the old leaven is dis* 
cemibfe, even unto this day, in their characters; witches 
occasionally stai^;. up among them in di£Perent disguisef, as 
pbyttdans, civilians, and divines. The pec^le at large 
show a keenness, a devemess, and a profundity c^ wis-> 
dom, that savours strongly of witchcraft; and it has been 
remarked, that whenever any stones &11 fixnn the moon,, 
the greater part of them are sur^ to tumble into New £!ng» 
bnd! 



CHAPTER VII. 

Which recardi the rise mtd remnvn of a vmUant Commander; 
$komi»g that a man, like a biadder, maiy be puffed up togreai'-^ 
mese and importance hf mere mind. 

When treadng <^those tempestuous times, the unknown 
writer of the Stuyvesant manuscript, breaks out intoa ve^ 

2G 
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heineht ttpeslr^^ie^ te pitoke of liie good 8t Mcbohfti 
to y/viMBe pn^ed&ag eare he wturehj^ mci<H>w tfae gintt y 
didsensiend timt broke o«t in tk^ eonnefl of di# Aaop^no^ 
tiiMa, aiid thedireM^tcIienAtfiB^peyflfl^diii'dieeMtf 
coiuitify; wlierebytliehostikmadiiiiflitkiiisagaiiistt^ 
derlanders were fi>r a time' frustrated^ aSMl hi* fiivoiirifee' 
dtjr of N^- Amsterdam preserved ftem fanmiHent perS 
and deadfy wa^ftu^. Barlmess and lowo^ igfy eiat i ti o tt 
hung oter the fidr reiBeys of the ea^t-^the pleaMAt iMatw 
oPlhe Omneetfent no longer echoed ivMi-die sonndk-ef 
roatic gaiefy-MlbdU phanlxxms and portentottsipi^ 
were seen hi t&e air«-gB£i^ speetmvia iMuMed m&ff 
HffldbrocJE and dreary glen— ^dtrai^Yolces, mad^hj^vie^ 
less ibrms, urete heai^ In desert soUtndes-^^and theboidci^^ 
towns were so occupied in detecting and pwnJshhig dio 
knowing old women that had produced diese alannl^ ap« 
pearances, diat fi>r a while the.provfaice of IQeuw' Nedei^ 
famdt and its inhaUtants were totally fiu'getten* 

The great Peter, thereftre, finding tfiat nothhig wa&tci 
be immediately appreh^Eided from his eastom n^ghboiu9, 
turned himself about, with a praise-worthy v^^ifamce dii^ 
ever cKsdnguished him, to put a stop to tl^ insidls of die 
Swedes. These freebooters^ my attentive read^ wfll re- 
collect, had bc^run to be very trouUesome towards thelal^' 
ter part of the reign of William the Testy, havii^ set the 
{NTodamations of that doughty little governor at nau^t, 
and put the intrq>id Jan Jansen Alpendam to a perfect 
ncm plus ! 

Peter Stuyvesant, however, as has already been shown, 
was a governor oCdi&rent habits and tuivi of mind* Widv» 
out more ado, he imme^Jiately issued orders for raiang a 
corps of troops to be stationed on the sondiein frontier, 
under the command of brigadier-general Jacobus Von Pof- 
ftnburgh. This iUustvious. warrior had i^t^n to gieatlm- 
pertenee duurin^ the reign of Wilhelmus ki^V and tf his- 
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jb$rie»^p«ilkllf^ .#M€waBd>tarcomi[iiiadtatibe hapless 

mMfy Mcked ettt of i;^ri GeOd Hope by the YankeM. 
Jfr coD i ^ rtate rflwrnqg btefcia Biidi <i f^mamiHcableaf- 
Mf^" laid -iifiiitmikgJImmeA Wmm wowida on a certain 
tonriiirtiMcj part Ihnt-ihiabe tunofeledii thaamj of his 
eomrades, he was ever after considered as «ibar(]b who had 
^HetA ^m mt b aa p r ica/ * Ctttato it is^ kei esjoyed t^e wili- 
>iiiiladtMfidiiioeluid4i0iid8lli|>or\^^ the Tes^; 
who^miild^itibi^honMi'Md^^^ 
.pim&r wi^nrtm^ of aoq^nrisillg yi€lorie$~b^ had never 
gauled; aliddreadM biiltlejl^--froia ivfaich he had run ar 
"WBft aftd^e|;ovtaMxr was otfee heafd to dedlAre» that had 
lie lived fai aaeieilt tknea^ he im^t w^vmtinnnhlj havie 
jylumedthe araio«r of AdiiUeB-^bdng not merely like A* 
jax, a mighty blnstorisg oiaA of battle; b«t in tl^ caib\net 
^ siMdnd' losses, thai is loisi^, Tory valiant eS si>eech, 
feudi kmg wioded^'^^'wiiii^ «» aoboc^ in.New-Amster- 
iiaod ia^ a^t- of the f»eie»t liemes mi tfuf stioni passed 
^ota^* wlttNititadicted. 

•It^waa^fipwalfy oblKil*ved% hoiMift<dd Somites^ that 
ItoBV^nted faifaited M» soMeaMfo jit tbeir birth a portion 
^intefioctaal^pM; inlDi«didis^ df inteieot^iiaver; while 
;«dm» ii#«ve4i6iMsdiisly lUmehcd oiit wjlbabii^^ <^ 
%nnB aadmrn Now, oftUs last dass wttt todonbtedJ^ 
i^gresl; OdDend Voft P^KffiadboBi^ «nd fi»m tba disfplay 
heoMtkMoMy'iMddthririe^ I aoi >icttied to think that 
ditde N»6wney <a^ irill steiedmds be pattiaW had Messed 
Mst wkb enougii of those i^iiable matttfials to» have fitted 
^adoztatniiinaiybraBntik Bwtwhatis^itidsttabead- 
^uiirad is^ tintte OoatHvad to pass off all Un briaaand 
^)qqMr«poa WahdnMis K^mAv^^'K^m 1^ 
4MiecoH 'il^inMl^atidgindBiegold. Tll4 oMse^pmoe 
««ib, tbat uptm Am ircisigiiatiiHl of Jao<4m8 Van Ci^a^ 
^^dtor tlie bte ^Fort Gocd Hoop, retii^ Uketfva- 
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tenm genend, to Kve tinder the shade of 1h«^1««i^ the 
mighty « copper captain ** was prcMnoled to his steibii. 
This he fflled with great hnpoTtanoe, ahiwys Stflh^ hhM- 
self •< comnuaider^in-^chief of thef-arasies of the^^Ni^ Ne- 
therhmds^ thotigh, to tisH Aietrndi, the a»nde% or raHmr 
army, cohrfsl^ of a hancM of hen-^tsaling^ bolOe^ihWi^ 
ing TBggtHt^itfBsiS, . • f •' 

Sudi was the character o('A% warrkn* appdnted bf I\^ 
ter Stuytiesifnt to defend his southern fitrndt^,- nor may k 
be mrinteresl&ig to my reader to haw a gliinpse 'trfMs' per- 
son. He was not very tall, but notwitibstunding, a htige, 
hHH bodied man, whose bulk did not so mu^ aiise from 
his being fat, as windy; bek^ so conqple|^ ii^Oaled with 
his own importance, that he resemUed one ^rf" those bags 
of wind, whkh Edlus, in an incredilde fit of generosity, 
gave tb that wandering warritnr Ulysses. 

Hiif dress comported with his character, fer he had al- 
most as much brass and eofq^er without, as nature iiad 
stored away wiOiin. Hiscoaitwasat^ssedandslasiKdyaflli 
carbonadoed with stripes of oq)per laee^ and swatlMd roMi 
the body with a crimson tnsh, of Ae sizeandteatmetrf'a 
fishing net, doubdess to keep his valiant heart fipoln hvMb^ 
ing through his ribs. His head and w li iBke fs weire pr«>-. 
fhs^ powdered, bom tlie midst of vrfnch htis MlMooAid 
face glowed like a fiery fiirnade ; and his magnanimoiK 
sod seemed ready to bounce out at a panr of large gitaiy 
blinking eyes, whidi prqected like those of a kdiater. 

I swear to thee, worthy reader, if report befie not tJfaas 
warrior, I would give all tlie money m n^ packet, to 
have seen him a<xontred cap-a-pie, in martial array-^ 
booted to the middle— -sashed to Hie chin— cdlared to the 
ears'^whiskered to die teeA^— crowned with an ov&eAad^ 
owing codted hat, and girded whb a leathern be^^en indir 
es broad, irom which trailed a &idchion, of a length that 
I dare not moition. Hius equ^ped, . W strutted aboi^ 
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vji teK^ laiBig a »ttt. of Ifiiy w the finMboBed More^f 
Ifeflpe.HkU^ whm<beiiffiBd.fortti^aniwd«lraUpoiiib)^4^ 
skjthednigcmof Wantyf^^ : 
^ ; NotwdttfbHMKi^ )dl:fdiir gmit 'eai kmWaa tt a&d Iran- 
aoiiriailikqiialiftiMcf dib'ita^^ g^HMl^'lDAusl^eeiK 
iB«ie^4tt vmBiiuklmmsdif^ 4ke kind «f Inm ^tboi Om gifla^ 
-P^ter iHFmild: haTe cheMn taoonmniid his .tpoepb-i^but 
^ tmtik'Jii tilat in t|io6e:dafB .dieproviiiee'did »ot «». 
hM»d^«S(iit pMMmt, ia^pwatmayitiucycbanqlen 
JSke soi.fluny CSmniiiii^tiMici^ peofde ^vtiy ttttle village*^ 
joaiirriiaUiii^ CRit cabhagoi^ ikilrfeeaid (^^soU&en, mi^s^pa,^ 
^mg theftuttves in tbe ojoyrn-field, iniAoad of tbe fields 
badfe t -wbohare ^BWErcndtvod the toils ;c^ war, &Ar the 
nwHFe uaisftd buting^imoufkacto of peace I ,aiid:a» Uenddl 
the bi^cid>^w&lb t^ olive, tliat you may hanre a.general fiyr 
a landlord, a ooloedL fi>r a atage^diiveiiy and jsoor boivc 
dbod by a^aliant .^ cafMmi ftf .iK)lii]ilaem''*^;N«Ht^ 
P^er Stn^mmit an oppoftos^ {^iikoomtgt l&emodem 
.nd^Fs, jfeom a .k»yal bMid <^^^^ 
BiM^ hmg mi» 'm tH hislckiies of the,tibie» of any 
siicbda9S4tfBMiio^iariiea hdngr^wed gonmrBr 

mml, eilb^ 99' tnopofitetevs, dHuni^onfi, or body guaitk. 
The redonbtab)b.G»^»l(ypn. P<di^bwrgli,itherefoi«^ 
wMi^a|pp0iltf>ed to the command of the new levied troops^ 
^^Uefly ^emm there wi^re no oomp^t^ys for^ tbe utatiqiJ^ 
and partly bfwanae it wquld have been a bfeash of militaiy 



• »^ Had jroa baft awn faim ia tbii draw 
How fiwoe be lpg|^*4 and boir 1%| . 
You would bave tbougbt him for to be 
' Some Egyptian Porcupig. 

, Hofj%htad.aU,(ata,j«^ig8»aiidaU« 
^ Each cow, eacb horse, and each hog^ 

For fear they did flee, for. they took bim to be 
'^ Some strange (Mitboidiah hedge-hog.** 

Balkdqflkag.rfWanU 
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etiqiiMe^ te hfutt i^ipoiiitod ii» jownger. dfcei* xpttr Us 

ther died than have committed* ><-> 

No 'sMiMiricM'^iift ihiiee-jyaiaatfeo|ydi 'C iy<l^ 
maickiiig olrdAis^'lilbn be condnflM hbaJaafcyiqiiliUmidi 
1^ to the.sc«lliemfiroa6cr|*tIriKivgk wBA^i^^ 
vagtt d wwte ; dvfe^inHinnomitiMe Inovntdiiis^ «aroB» kki- 
^auiblB floQflfa^ ^and thrMgh 4ait>eiietfaUe,A)iifa«i$ tirt^ 
joalmtefiBg nuriv p^ilsy aoeovdmg to hm[<mn»mdmm^ 
4haii did efer l3mt greait Xenophdn m hig ia« iumd r«^ 
treal witk bis tm thouaaiid Grttmas* Aifi tkii <«MNi»- 
I^Dshed, be MflbUAed 0a the iSoiitb («r DttainM) t«i«r, 
« redoubuMe-TediMibt, naneed^ffevr CAStkra^in hd»lmi* 
^a fiorowite'paff of btiiittftmtMMtom^ 
ttf tbe gofvemoT. M Ads fetl; ni^Hl be ibinWNo gto fiife 
lo very inpdrlant and itiflei^stbig evteMs^ il ma^ 4^ irdHb 
WbUeto notice liuit it iiraa aftetmtfds cdBad ^Hieitw^^H- 
ilel^ and Iras tbe odgbud gidna «f tbift pMecMt #KkrMb^ 
lown of Nsw^Atrru^ an ^^pellatio^' ttfto^emuify ^ab/gA- 
toted fOT Hb Cdalk, tket^4i^lfaer beiig^ mr^^er hi^fb^ 
be«^ a eastte) cm- Any Atk^ <tf die Und upon ttefmuiideiaf. 
ThB Su'wes did mK Mima ttwuely A(fe lAMMilig iM^^ 
inent of the IMIeriandei^'^ on A« <xAift«^, iliii PrititiE, 
«t ibat tbbe go^MMM* 6f Vew Swtdm^ isaMd « fiiMMM; 
agabiM wfadt be teftiied m eMcmadiikieiit npm bLar jnrik 
dMon^^Bvt tiie ve^autt Vtjtt Pdflbi b W fg b h)id%iefce«ffe 
too well versed in tbe natm-e oi prodamadcms and pro- 
tests, while he served under William the Testy, to be in 
any wise damited by sucb pa|ier wariure. His finixess 
being finished, it would have done any man's heart good 
to behold into what a magnitude he immediately swelled. 
He would stride in and out a dozen times a^day, survey- 
ing it in firont and in rear; on tins side and on that«- 
Then would he dress himself in fiiD r^imentals, and strut 
backwards and forwards^ lor bours together, cm tbe top 
of bis little nonpart-^like a vainglorious cock-pigeon va« 
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pmlteg dn ike top of hb cocip. in a^ wont, tmless n^ 
readers have noticed, with ewrious ejne^ thepet^ cc^n^ 
mander of one of our Httle, si^dlbig, flqHtoy^Kiats, swel- 
Img ^rftU dl the yanity^ef new vei^mimtrig, atid Ike pom-' 
po^ ctoriTedfrom oommaadi^ a kmMd of taiterde- 
nudioiis, td^flpab of givii^ them ai^ a4t(piale idea of 
the pro^(iou8 d^pritjr eXQmmk Voa l^rikiAfm^. 

It ift reixyrd^ in &e didedsMe roiMn^ <^ fteroe Pb^ 
iiB^tliat a young knight b«A(ig dabbed hy^^^ AtexnfiM 
der, did hicontbiaitly gll^ into an adjohibig forest, and 
beldboured 1^ trees i^ such nt^ht all^ nu^ that thcf 
whole court iras ooni^need that he was the most potent 
and coun^eons genttonan on the fiu3e of the earth. In 
Uke nunbid^ tfife gteat Von FblfenbiH*^ would ease <0 
tiuit vidOroni^ sfdeen, whidi tH^ wiyid is soiipl to grow 
imruly in liie stonnadii^ of new made s<d^ers, imping 
them to box46bby bm^ds, and btdk€»i headed quarrels* 
-n-For at such tfanes, when^he found his martM spirit 
wakhig hot wilMn hhn^ he would prademiy sally fortk 
into A6 fields^ and luggfaig out Mn temty sabre, would 
hj iabout him mos« lusl^y, decapitating cabbages by pletr 
toons ; hewii^down wh<^ plbe^EUBces of sunflowers, which 
he termed gigantic Swed^^* and if, permlventure, he es-^ 



ing themsdves in the sun, << Ah, caitiff Yankees,^ would 
he roar, **bave I cai^bt ye at lastPt^-so faying, with 
(me'isweep offals sw^ord, he wovdd deav^ the ui^ppy -ve^ 
getabtes froin their chins to l3ieir Waistbands: by whieh 
warin^ hati^, ins chola?^ being &i sotee sort allay«d, h« 
would retutn io his garriton with a foil conviction, that 
he was a very mhracle ^'mflitary prowess. 

^e h«bA ainbitton o^ Gem^ral Vbn Pofl^bur^ was 
to be ihffitt^ a striet disdjpJinarian. Well knowing that 
dbclfdine is'tbe soul of all mffitaiy enterprise, he enforced 
ft'idth'lhe Hiost rigofoas predsion; obliging every man 
to lura out hlir toes,* and hold up his head em parade ; 
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aQdpr^fleribiiigi;heteeadUioflfaeirrirffe9.taiiU si^hM, 
had aay sHH» to their btcks. . : 

Haying one day, in thecoma i^bi^ ^vo^ n^s^arv^b^m 
in the BiMe» (fiMr the pious Emas himselfi^i^^Qot^exr^ 
oeed him ia dHlward lel^^ioi^) jemoi^iifeerad tbehistovy^pf 
Absalom maA Ub mehnx^cdy^^d^jthe gaiieE$l,^^iiAi^¥tt 
hour, issued orders for cv^ai^g ;the liair of,.l]^4^|ce^ 
and m^ thtVH^^mii the garnsoo. J^o^itcw^^tOtpAss, 
that among his <iffioers was 0m Kild^rm(t^st§ri «. ^vffdy^ 
veteran, who had cherished throiigh t^e c<wi^ pf a long 
li&^ a rugged mop of hair, nii>ta)«jt4ere«en4#qg,^4^iig 
of a Newfoundland dog; teiyrwutiffg wit^i.an iaampd^imt^ 
queue, like the handle of a £ryiug«p#n; and. jpf;med so 
^ghtly to his head, that his .eyes and mimth g§i9#ral]ji 
i^pod qar, iomI his ey^mms wsofi dirawn.19. jto.jtj^^ 
of his forehead. It may natucaUy be si^pps^f thpi^ tlMS^ 
possesscMT of so goodly an appendage wovdd f^siet jifrit^ 
ablMHrrenoe an order condemnbig it to the sh^Ars^^SciinK- 
son himself ooukjl not have heid his locks mcnrejisaicredr-^ 
fmd on hearing the general orders^ h^ discharged a tenir 
pest of veteran, soldier«like oaths, and dunder a^.bU^aims 
— swore he would bre^ any man's head who.atAenipt^ 
to meddle with hi^ tail^-qpieiied it stiffer ,tban <^yer, and 
whidted it about the garriaoi», as fiercely a^ the tail pf ^ 
<»rocodile. , 

The eeWkin queue of old KUdOrmiestei:. became in,- 
stantly an affiiir of the utmost importance. The comr 
mimder-in-K^bief was too eidightened an officer not to per- 
ceive that the discipline of the garrison, the ^subordination 
and good order of the armw, of the Nieuw Kederlandts, 
the ccmsequent sa&Qr .<^ th^ whole, province, and ultimate^ 
ly the dignity and prosperity of their high mjghtimyses, 
the lords states general, but^ above aljl^ the dignity of the 
great General Von Po£^burgh— -all^imperipusly deman- 
ded the docking of that stubborn queue. He therefore 
determined that <dd Kilderme^ter should be publicly 
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«hom of his glories in presence <^the whole garrison — 
the old man as resolutely stood on the drfensive— where- 
iqpon the general, as became a great man, was highly ex- 
asperated, and the offibndnr ipiSi acrested and tried by a 
oonrt martial for mutiny, deserticm, and all the othar list 
ef oienoes niytiiced-in 4ie articles <^ war, en^fig with a 
^ videlicet, in weuing an eoMun queue,^ tbrae fi^et kmg, 
contrary to orders." — Then came. on agraignmentSj and 
trkds, and {headings, and the whole country was in a fer- 
ment about this unfortunateu}ueue. As it is well known 
that the ccnnmander of a distant frontier post has the 
power of acting pretty niii<4> -irfber his own will, there is 
little doubt but that the veteran would have been hanged 
CNT shot at least, had he not laddly &llei ill of a fever, 
diroi^h mere chagrin and mortification-ra&d most flagi- 
tiouidy deserted from earthly command, with his beloved 
lodLs unvidated. His obsdnacy remained imshaken to 
the' verjr last mom^t, whoi he directed that he should 
be carried to his grave with his eet-skin qu^^e sticking 
<mt (rf* a hok in his coflSo. 

This HM^jnanimous sffeir obtained the general great 
Ciedit as an exiQiiUent diM^idinarian, but it is hinted that 
be was ever after subject to bad drf»ims, and fearfiil visi- 
tationf in the,ii^ht — whei the grisly .spectrum of okl Kil- 
^ernneester would stand cendnel by the bedside, ^ect as 
'fk puiAp, his ^ifKNrmous^ueue strutting out like the handl^. 



END Ot BOOK VmU. 
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CONTAINING THE SECOND :PART -OV THE RSIOK 9W ISflSp 
TRJt HEABSTBONf^ AN» -HIS 0AXJDANT A0H|lnrBlfaNt8 
ON TteE iMLAWAllfi. ^ 



CHAFFER !• 

In whkh h exfubtUd a nmrUke poHrtM cfthtigrmd FeU^f^^^^and 
him Geitmi Fm i\(]^€iAm^gk:mMingm^ 
Canmir^ .^ - . ^ 

Hitherto, most renen^le and' ooturteous readi^, Iwft 
I shown thee the atdmrnistratif^n of the valdioiis Skxiyre- 
^sant, under the mild moonshine of peace, or rath^ the 
pim tranqtdllity of awfid e:q)ecftati(m ; but ww the war- 
drum rumbles from afiir, the brazen trumpet h^csyit ks 
dirilHng note, and the rude clash of hostile tanam spesks 
fearful prophedes of comii^ troubfes. The giEittant war- 
rior starts from soft repose, from gcdden visions, and vo^ 
hiptuous ease; Wh»^ in the duket, ^ fStping timcirf 
peace,** he sought sweet solace after all his toils. No . 
more in beauty's syren lap redined, he weaves fiur gar- 
lands for his lady's brows ; no morje entwines with flowers 
his shining sword; nor through the live-long lazy sum- 
mer's day chauntafcn^. hin lov^sjck soul in madi^als* 
To manhood roused, he spurns the amorous flute; doffi 
from his brawny back the robe of p^ice, and clothes his 
pampered limbs in panoply of steel. O'er his dark brow, 
where late the mjnrtle waved — ^where wanUm roses l»reathed 
enervate love — ^he rears the beaming casque and nodding 
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plume; giSMps the brightdbield^ and shakeft.ibe pondcKw 
oai iBaoe; or mouDts ^idth eager pride his fiery steed^ 
and bums finr deeds <rf'{^orioi]8 duYslry ! 

But s^ worthy read^ ! I would not have you imk- 
gine, tlwt any preuxdmaUirf thus hideously h^ptt with 
kto, exirt^mthecityof New-AiDSieodaiQ* . Thisisbi^ 
aiofty iiid giganlk mode in which h^rok writers always 
talk of wjuv thereby tb fpire it a HoUe sfod iin{K^g ais- 
pect; equqqoing our warriors with bucklers, helms, and 
knees, and s«db like outlandish and obsolete weapons^ 
the like which perchance they had never seen or heard 
of ; in the same manner that a canning statuary arrays a 
modem general, or an admiral, in the accoutrements of a 
Cieesar or an Alexander. The sini{de tiruth then of all 
ti^ oi:at(Mrical flourish is Ai»^that the yaliaUt Peter Stuy* 
iwsant, all of a suddelk found it necessary to scour his 
trarty blade, wfaidb too long had rusted in its scabbard, 
and prepare himsdf to andeiip those hardy toils of war, 
in whidi his mi^^ity soul so milcb de%hted, 

Methinks I at this moment behold him in my imagina- 
lni^>«*or sadiei^ I bdb^ his goodly portrait, which still 
bangs 1^ in the "ftmily man^oti of the Stuytesants, ar* 
niyed in idl ,the tarroni of a time Dutch generaL His 
fff^gimontal coat> of Geonan blue, gorgseoudty decorated 
with a goodly diow enlarge brass buttons, reaching from 
4iis ^#aisthand tohis diilu Tlie v^huninous skirts turned 
49. at dier comers, and sq>aitttii^ gallantly behind, so as 
to display the seat of a sumptuous, pair of brimstone-co- 
loiured.tnmk breeches-^a gracefid style still prevalent 
aaMmgtbe warriors of our d^y, and which is in conformi*- 
ty to tiie custom <tf ancient h^oes, who scorned to defend 
thamaelvito in rear. His &ce rendered exceeding terrible 
«iid warlike by a pair of Uack mustachios ; hishairstrut- 
tiag out on ea^ side in stiffly pomatumed ear-locks, and 
.descending in a rat-^ queue below his waist; a shining 
stodc of bkck leather supporting his chin, md a little, 
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but^ercecodced-hatstaok wtth « galhnt nd fi^ air 
over his left eye. Such was tke chivalric poft^f^ Peter 
the Headstrong ; and when he made a sodden hak^ plants 
ed himself firmly on his soMd su^Mftar, ynAi his wooden 
leg inlaid wifli silver, a little in advance, in wilder to 
stren^eli his position, bis iif^t.handgrBq>ii^.agoUt» 
head^ cane, his left resting upoa the {nnoib^ ofhis 
sword; his head dressing spiritedly to the Uf^ with a 
most appalling and hard^&voored frown upon his broww* 
he presented altogether one e£ the most cowtmanding bit* 
ter looking, and soldier-lil^e figures ihat ever strutted wp' 
on canvas. Proceed we now to inquire the cause of this 
warlike preparation. 

The encroaching disposition of the Swedes, cm the 
south, or Delaware river, has been duly recorded, in the 
chronicles of the reign of William the Testy; These es* 
croachments having been endured with tlmt heroic nn^ 
nanimity, which is the comer-stone, or, acoordiDgto Ari»f 
totle, the left hand neighbour of true courage, had been 
repeated and wickedly aggravated. 

The Swedes who were of that dass of cmmiBg pr6tcn«> 
ders to Christianity, who read the Bible upside down, 
whenever it interferes with their interests, inverted the 
golden maxim ; and whai their neighbour sufiered them 
to smite him on the one cheek, they generally snote lum 
on the other also, whether turned to them or not Their 
repeated aggressions had be^ ami^tig the manerous 
sources of vexation, that cons^nred to keq^ the irritable 
sensibilities of Wilhelmus Kieft in a constant fever ; and 
it was only owing to the unfortunate droumstance, that 
he had always a hundred things to do at onee, that he 
did not tak^ such unrelenting vengeance as thdr crffenees 
merited. But they had now a chieftain of a different 
character to deal with ; and they were soon gu^ of a 
piece of treachery, that threw his honest blood in a fer- 
ment, and precluded all ftirther sufi^mnce. ' *. 
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'• P^rints, the govcsnor of the province of New-Sweden^ 
hmngfiAk^ deceased oi removed, for of this fact some un- 
eertaiiity Mists, was succeeded by Jan Risingh, a gigantic 
Swvde, and who, had he vSot been rather knock-kneed and 
spky-iboted, might have served for the model of a Samp- 
soil, or a Harcoles. He was no less rapacious than 
mighty, and witlud as craAy as he was rapacious ; sothat^ 
in ^t, there is very little doubt, had he lived some four or 
Snfe centuries before, he would have been one 6f those 
wkked gmnts, who took such a cruel pleasure in pocket- 
ii^ distressed damsels, when gadding about the world; 
and locking them up in enchanted castles, without a toilet, 
a change of linen, or any other convenience. In conse- 
quence of which enormities, they feU under the high dis- 
pleasure of chivalry, and all true, loyal, and gallant 
kni^ts were kistrwited to attack and sh^ outright any 
miscreant they might happen to find, above six feet hi^ ; 
which is doubtless one reason that the race of large men 
is nearly exilnct, and the generations of latter ages so ex- 
ceeding smaD. 

No sooner did Gbverhor Risingh enter upoii his ofiice, 
tiuuir be immediately cast his eyes upon the important 
post of Fort Casimir, ^d formed the righteous resolu- 
tion of takii^ it into Ins possession. The only thii^ that 
remained to ccmsider, was the mode of carrying his reso^ 
krtion into effect ; and here I must do him the justice to 
say, tlttit he exhibited a humanity rarely to be met with 
among leaders, and which I have never seen equalled in 
modem times, excepting among the English, in their glo- 
rious dffiiir at Copenhagen. Willing to spare the effii- 
'Am of Uood, and th^ miseri^ of open warfare, he be- 
aevdently shunned every thing like avowed hostility or 
^r^[ular i»ege, and resorted to the less glorious, but moie 
merdfol ^ipedient of treachery. 

Under pretence therefore, of paying a ndghbourly . vi- 
sit to General Von Poffenbnrgh, at his new post of Fort 
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Cakixakrhe mftde requisite p^eparatkm, saikri tn giieat 
«late< up tibe< Delatwarct, icBspb^^^hbtfliig iMili^tbe andf< 
eeremoniouB piiiuitOio^ aiid>lil(N»»ffed't]ie,AMrtx«ssi«^ • 
tayal salutCi preViouis to droppimgmk^t. t Ilie'^iiSEittwl 
none awakeh^ ft ineterah Duikdi joesdn^ who ^vm^^'iulp* 
pii^ fiu^iifiilfy at his post, and: who havii^ lsuiS»«d Mb 
match to go out, ocmtiiTied to;V^aim the cwilplkfieMt, bjr 
discharging his rusty musket wiiix the spairk «f ^ap^ 
whkh he^ borrowed from )Oue of his commdes* . t.The sa^ 
kite indeed.would have b^nianswtered by^the^gnuii^tiie 
fort,, had they not unfbirtunaiteSy been out oS ^rdei^ and 
the magazine deficient in tttnim^mtioQ-^^^acddcnts ^tb* whi^ 
forts have in all ages been liable, and^ which weve'^the 
more: excusable in the- present instiuioe^ as Fort^Casinir 
had only been erected, aboait two yeai^ and QenemLY^a. 
Poffenbuigh, its liii^ty commander, had been Mly oo^ 
cupied widi< matters of mudi gcealier in^rtance. • • 
. Risingh, hi^y satisfied with this courteous* riqjfy i» 
his sfdute, treated the* fort to ai second, for he' well Imew 
its commander was marvellously delighted widi these Iktie 
ceranonials, whidi he eonsMered as so Uumy actsaf hom* 
age .paid unto his greatness. He then laaded in^ great 
state,' attended by. a suite of thirty men— -^prodigious aad 
vainglonous retuErae, fora petty governor of a pett^a^tle^ 
ment,-in those days ofprimitive sin^lieky; aiid to ihe 
fell .as great an army as generally 'SwelLr^thepcm^ind 
marches in£ the rear of our frontier, comnumdears' at the 
presentday^ ' . - ^' 

Theitiumber in fiiet might have invabenedisuspiciQii^ 
had not the mind of the great r Von Poffeoibni^h he&k «o 
con^letely engrossed with an all-perv«uling tdeft 6f him^ 
sel^ that he had not room.to, admit a^thotigfatbc^deB. 
In £ict he considered the concourse of Rmngh's foUowers 
as a compliment to himself^sb apt are great men. to slaad 
between themselves and the sun, and cimipletdy ecUpse 
the truth by their own slMMlowl ■ ' .. 
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Arfbubtwrgk was^flitteved by a Tint' from. w> aii|piBtxii^pdrM 

e^eJiusar in^i^HK^ a m«aBi^B& to ji{)peKr.te th^ gretMir 
advaatilge, af&d niake the> most- adimkitageoas iaoftfetMacniw 
Tl» inttiKi*^aidi#ar'didei«d isxmtedhiuiyito txatno^ 
«i]idliij6*amB andregimeBtafe^of wMch thegama^ pcMEM 
staaed fti]i4)atf^a-d6zen^mts) were eqaidl jit tdlsd::9b|trtdl£iU 
iMngfthe^sb]die». One tidl ianli: JbUowHappeaa^Qd^tem 
«oai ixifettd«d ftpa 8niaUiBan,the^kirti^ ofwUoh Teaduii 
flk Ikde beifoir Ua- vniBt^ the battma^ were bctipeen ^aa 
Aoidil^i5^ittad»lfae4i6e?9Silial£*way^to mdMl 

kia'haiidaloDliad like a:ooaple of huge i spades ;* aind the 
ooat iiot be^g' large eoough tto meet in: front, iHastUnkcld 
togetbwby loopn^ Hiade^a pair of red worsted gartar& 
Anoth^ had' to «kl cocked^iat, stuck on the back of: hits 
head and decorated with .a bimdh of cock's tails-^» third 
had 'ft'iiafariof^msty gaiters hangingabouthis heels-«->whil6 
a^fimrth, who was a sh<nt dockrlegged Ettie Trcyan, was 
equipped-in aiinge pair of tfae^g^ieral's caat-^offbreedbtes, 
winch he. held :i]jp with one hand, whik he.graq^ed his 
&rdock with the other. ^ The rest>i|r^re accoutred in ^simi^ 
bur st)rle,:^ax€epting three graodess ragamuffins, who had 
no dintsi, ' andvbut a pair and haflf . of breeches b^npreeii 
then^ wherefore they, wore sent^to the Uack-holes to keqi^ 
l^n out of tije{W4 There is ndthmg in which ^the taknti 
df a pmdent commander are more con^leteLyi^teatified^ 
thim in thus ^setting matters off to the ^eatest adivaatage ; 
'and it is ^ this reason that our frontier posts at the pve^ 
salt day (that of Niagara for example) diq^y their best 
soil of r^iDQ^ntak on the backup the centinel who st^cnds 
in sight of travdlers. 

His mai being thus gallantly arrayed — those who lack- 
ed muskets shouldering spades and pidcaxes, and every 
man being ordered to tuck in his shirt-tail and puU up his 
brogues, General Von , PofFenburgh first took a sturdy 
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dnuiglil of fi«niiiig ale^ Wbidh,tlilie:tke riu^naMgiottg M|h» 
of McurehiilU.^ waa his invariable pmeljee on fdl^^rtet^fie^ 

1^ {Hue {danks, wkich scmad asadrairbrUgf^ teibe JteU 
down, and ismad ibrtli horn ]m ca$tle,ia]Ee l^dBoi^ty^jpailt^ 
jwt refreshed vith "wiiie. But wh^i the two hetoea m#l» 
tbm began A scene of lyarHke ^ajsadeand chiyalw jc<g wl rtejq[ » 
diat. bc^ggars bU descriptioii. Risis^ whi<^ bit I beftiee 
hiatoily wastA sfaffewd, cuelDiiig poBtidaO} fUtdJ^^niRm 
gfey miioh befofe his tin^ in cciBi^oance4tf has cffttftinnwa^ 
saj# at one glance the ruling passioil of thegreait ;V<m B(^ 
feaburgfa^ and Immoarediuiain aUhis ni^lonma fimtasiaa* 
Theur detadunei^ w&pe accordijB^j dranhi np^JinrfioM 
of -each other; they carried arms, and thqr poes^ited 
anas ; they gave the standing salute and the passing ;^a^ 
lute :— ^th^ rolled their druin% they flourished di^. fifah 
and they waved thdr ooknurs-^^hey &oed to the left, ; «nd 
they fiK^ed to tibe right, and they fixed to the Ti|^tab<hit«t 
—Aey wheeled forward^ and they wheeled ba^kwaid, and 
they wheded into echelon :--4hey marched aod tbl^ ccHm-* 
t^-marched, by grand divisions, by single divisions, and 
by suI>^visions-^by platoons, i>y sedfbns, and by files--** 
in quick time, in slow time, and in no tinite at,all: .fiMTf 
having gone threugh aU the evolutions of tivo great annies, 
indttding the e ighteen manoeuvres of Dundas ; havii^^exr 
faausted all that they could necoUeet or imagine ofmilitaigr 
taodcs, including sundry istrange and irr^^ular ei^phitipns, 
the like of which were ne^^.seen before or since^ excqH* 
ing among certain of oiu: newly raised militia— the tmi> 
great commanders and their respective troqas came at 
length to a dead halt, completely exhausted by the toiU.of 



•• ■ as soon as he ro»e^ 

To make him strong and mighty. 
He drank by the tale, six pots of ale» 
' And a quart of Aqua Vitie.* 
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ymt^ .N^feriM two Tatumt tram babd c|i|)t«kiS) or two. 
bnaldned thealric beioes, in the fonowaed tragedies of 
FnmO) Tom Thuab, oriffljr other faeroical oad figfatmg 
tn^fedfy BMyrriuil tl»ir gaUowi«-toddiig^ ducUegged, be»* 
▼ y-l i odo dmyrimdoiM» with iiioregl<Hy and aetfcadmiratiwi, 

Hiete militftry oomj^imeiits bea^ fiaiihed, Oeoenl 
Von Poffiaibtir^ esccwted his SUbutmus TimtvMr,. witk 
grant dereniohy, into tte fort; attended him dttoaghoitt 
the-fortttoatkns; showkl hitn the hofn-^worica, crowii«> 
wodQi)half^mooa89aiidrariM]8odberoat*w»rks; <nrratlMP 
the [daees wh^re they oaght to be erected ; and where 
th^mig^t be erected if he {leased; phudy AemoastnL* 
tii^ that it was aplace oi << great capability/' and though 
atpresent but a little redoubt, yet that it evidigntly was a 
^Emaidable fortress,, in anbryo. This surv^ mrer, he 
next had the whole garrison pat under arms, exercised 
and revkwed, and onicluded by ordering the three bride-* 
well l»rds to be hauled out of the black hole, brought «q» 
to the halberts, and soundly flogged for the amusementof 
his visitor, and to eonviiM^ him that he was a great dkci* 
pltnarian. < 

There is no error more dangerous than for a cominander 
to make known the str^sglh, or, as in the peesent case^^ 
the iireakncss of his garristm ;' this will be ex^n{d^ed be^ 
fora I have arrived to an end of my present story, wUeh 
thi» cames its moral, like a roai^d goose his pudding, in 
the very middle. The winning Risingb, while he pre- 
tended to be struck dumb outright, with the puissance 
of the great Von Po&id)Ufgh, took silent note of ihe in* 
compet^icy of his garrison, of which he gave a hint to his 
tms^ foUoiwers, who tipped each odier the wink, and 
lauded most obstreperously — ^in their sleeves. 

The inspection, review, and flo^^ing being ccmcluded, 
the party adjourned to the table; for among his other 
great qualities, the general was remarkably addicted to huge 
^dtertaimnents, or rather carousals ; and in one afternoon's 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



9m HISTORY OF 

iXKtpmga «»i4dr kmns' more im&m^ou^im:^kMf tbor 
he cmr dMb in the'iriioto.coiUEie of jiis- ttiMthrj^ o»6eid 

(HI reoofd; 8iidi4he wbole fynMrince^ wbb ioiieecduMmir in 
rby'thie reliiin,o£^me ofiiis campttijpsi'wk^ 

[ statedyidni tfiDi^like€aptQm BobadiU helmdnonly 
Meaty men' to backihun^ yet^ in the sboit i^MUse^of six 
manli»^ he hadr conqueired and attecly aimihflsted^ irigi^. 
oEBsn^ nin^ hogs, obehtindittd die^ ten^ ^imiMttHi cate^ 
bag«^ onq tM aMnl ri:>bBAeb' of pottBtoes» oneire^dired^Mwl 
fifijr. Idlderidnt of snudl beer^ tw«> thotiMM^sevai hmoM 
died jakt^thirty^fire pq»es| neventy^^^ pmnds ofigiig»i-i 
pl^nW) and forQr bafre^of ircHi^ besidet^siiUKb^smattiiiiaatar' 
§uni^ ponhvyv and gaideiVrsl^i An aohiftV«inei^nn|pr«* 
atUed iwQce Ae days of Pantagrtid, and his idlnkprMrinif 
army; and which riiowed that it v^ xjfsAy necessary to let 
belEpotenf Von Poifentmigh and Ms ganrfison lowe in iflcn 
enemys comitry^ and in a little wlnle they would^bre^ a 
imdiieyaaid stanise all the inhabitairts. 

No sooner^ therefere, had the general receired the first 
intimation of the visit of Governor Risingh, ihan he or-* 
deved a great dkmer to be prq)aredr and pivatefy sent 
cm^ a detachmea^ of hk mostexfveriieaieed vet^rans^^torTob 
all the hennnooBts in the neighbooriioody and laff^'dMrp^^ 
fftjen under ccM]^rifautijcm-^a. service* to wUoIl they had 
been Icmg inured, and whidht th^ disdiarged iritfar. satik 
Hicre(fible zeal and pvenq^atnde^ that the gavrism^'tdife 
gpoaiied nndiaar the w«j^t: of their spoil» 

I wiiby vift all n^ hetfrty nif reader could see tb^^al^ 
iant Von Poffienbuvgby bb he pieced at the head of > die 
banquet It was a. sight wor^ bdididing{^-**»dm« he^^st, 
in his great69Kt^ry, surrounded' by his soldkis^ lifceitfamt 
fiinious win64>ilafteiv Ateitander, whose llnia^virtiiea he 
diJ moat fddy imitate; tulUng astoundSng^ steries^^hia 
ha»r4)readtii adventcures and heroic es^oifSy at wfaid;^ 
thoH^att lus auditors Imew them to^ be most ineontineni 
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MdsiMtta^mks^tijHnaipfldbes^ yet fficlt*liey.castittp«beir 
eyes m admiratioii, BiiiiaMkt aimAyih^ aEi^toii* 

ishment. Nor could the general pronounce any thing that 
bore the remotest semblanceno a joke, but the stout Ri* 
singh would strike his brawny fist upon the taUe, till every 
glass rattled again, throwing himself back in his chair, 
.and uttering gigantic peals of laughter, swearing most 
horribly it was the best joke he erer heard in his life— 
Thus all was rout ai^ reveky and hideous caiKwisal within 
Fort Casimir; and so lustily did Von Poffienbnrgfaplythe 
h0tlk,)iduit in lessrljym ibeabAmt^homm he madeliimself 
anlihis/wlK>le /garrison,, who.^ajl seJqlottdy ■ enmlstoji ' Ae 
deeds'^ tkek cliieAaiB,jdead drank, in singing >4K»]^ 
quaffing ^bumpers,..j«id'jdfiiikiBg pailriotie^toastSy none ut 
whiah' bvt wasiB&l|ong asja Wddi pedigpee, or H plea^in 
diancery* • 

. I NovBooner) did tlM>gi:cd«e ta Jthia pass, than 4i» tSfiAy 
BkiiBghsuMLri».Swtdes^M».iM ^cokuhj^ kept them*- 
selves aoher,je6s0 (io/AesriJBntertaiiiersylieddiMiiieekaAd 
beds,! aiki^todt .iismial fsoaacfision' >df the vfort, ^ and ^all its 
depewkncieb^'intdie naaw'«f Queen CbristinarO^ Swed^i t 
administering^ otitihe saake time, an oath of .i|dkigiatict to 
elLidieiSdiitdilsoldiers: who could be inad€l'Sd[)<f< enough 
tevralleiw ltd 'i'Aisihgh 'then.put-tlie fctttMtittions in or^- 
dcryappdnled hi&rdiaoittetiiap&idgiiantftiend' Su«» Seutz, 
8>iallf^viqndHdriad,ovalto-dt^^ ; 

fliid'j4epfated^ibeaislg>wilii Mm this tndy wiiajble gani- 
seavand^thciri pu issant commander^^ who, when brought 
tiQiiiiniaelf by i k so^id drnbbingy \apm no^ little yes^mblaiice 
ioA ^(iAimbed&hj*^ or bkaMdMa^monstery caught upon 
'dry>laikL 

TbettraiuportaliaQ of the gartiaon wtisdonetopi^Tttlt 
4lie^tva]islm8tion ofiintdigence to New- Amsterdwi ; for 
^poniicbw theieadiing Rismgh^»ilted in lussb^tagem, he 
dMMt^ the /vengeance of the sturdy Pfeter Stuyvesant, 
/name crpreed «s modi terror in die neighbourhood, 
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as<did wlalene diat of the v m c itny wwMe S njuBetoi t x y- 
no^-IiB sonrvy cRemies the INato. ' >a 



CHAPTER II. 

Showing how profound secrets are often brought to light ; tvith 
the proceedings of Peter the Headstrong, rbhen he heard of the 
misfortnne of General Von P&ffenburgh, ' 

WhO£T£r first described common; ftme, or mmoiiivac' 
bdionging to the sagtar sex, was^ a very owi for^AaPtwdnkss^ 
She has ia truth certain femirane ^uiiities to im ieistonkh^ 
mg 4egree; particularly tlmt benevolent anxiety to^lake 
oare of tbeaffiurs of othersy.whidi keeps her txmtinually 
hunting after secrets, and gadding about prodaiming them* 
Whate?^ is d(me opeidy^ aini: in the fiioe of die isrorld, 
she takes but tmnsknit notiGe <jf[*r but whenever m tmmsc^ 
tiaa is doae in a comer, and attempted to be shaeou^d in 
s^stery, then her goddessh^ is «t her wit's endjto. &id it 
out, cmd takes a. tnost miscfuevous and kdy-lfte pleafi«m 
in publishing it to the worid. It is iMs truly feminine 
pr(^)«asity that, induces her continually to be prj/Si^ into 
cabinets of princes, list^iing at the key*holes of seDote* 
qbiuiibers, aild peering throi^ chinks and enamies, wh^i 
o^ worthy congress are sitting widi ck>9ed .doors, delibe^ 
JM^mg between a dozen excdUent modes of rumtng the na^ 
tion. It is this which makes her so obnoxious to all wary 
stfitesm^i and intriguing commanders — sudi a stumhlfaig*- 
block to private i^odatimis and secret expeditions, wUdi 
she often betrays by means and instrumaits which never 
would have been thought of by any but a fenmle he^ 

Thus it was in the case of die afiair of Fort Gasdmir. 
No ^Hibt the cunning Risingh imagined dbi^ byjieciirtfig 
tbe garrison, heshouki fiar a lo«^ time prevent the Mitory 
dSits &te from reachmgtfacetrsof the gallant Stotyveto^; 
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ibniidyieaqAoitinus bknm to die wcMrUwken be least ex* 
pected it, and by em^ tif the last brings he would ever 
haTe suspected of enlisting as tnmpeta' to the mie* 
mouthed d^f. 

This was one IMirk Siehuiler (or Skidker), a ki^ of 
fa»nger«on to the garrisoti, who seoaied to bdoi^ to iicm> 
body, and in a mann^ to be self*outlawed. He was one 
of those vagabond cosmopolites, who i^arik about the 
worid, M8 tf they had no ri^^ or business in k ; and who 
infest the skkts of sodety, like poachers and interloper!^ 
SSv^giai^iscmandcouiitry vyk^ has <me or more scape- 
goals <^tMs' kind, whose^lif^ is a Imid of ei^jma, whose 
umkence is without iliotive, who comes fitMn the Lord 
knows whore, who lives the Lord knows how, and seems 
to be made for no other earthly purpose but to keep up 
-the ancknt^nd honourable ovder of icybness.-^lli]s va* 
grant philosopher was supposed to have tome Indian Mood 
in hk vdns, which was manifested by a certain Indian 
coiaqplexioh and oast of countenance ; but more eipeciaBy 
by his propaisities and hiloits. He was a tall, hoik fellow, 
swift of foot, and long-winded. He was generally eqi4p^ 
ped^in liihalfindiaai dress, 'with bdt, l^gings, and moe- 
•casons. ■ His hair hung in i^ait gaU6wsi4o(^ ahcHit his 
'eaiB,a»daiidcdiiot a little tojhts sharking dismeandw^ It 
is an: oidn^mark, that persmi» of incUai^ mixiiire are h^ 
^ivilized^fhidf savage, and half devil; a third hi^ bemg 
csKpresi^ provided for: their particular €otiv«nieiy)ew It 
iisifor similar reasonsyi and probaUy with equal timtb, 
•tlMt diebdckwwood men of Kentuoky are styled half manf, 
lidf horse, and half alligator, by die setders on the Mis^ 
•sissippi^ aoEidheld acocm&igly in great respect an^ aUiot^- 
Irence. 

^Ki^ above , ctorad^ iKbay have presented itself to the 

^fjAiiisQn.to jipplicaji^ to J>irk Sichjiiilery wIuHni they &ajh 

. itotdy dttM^ed f CWtows >Di?Iu Certiun it ki 1]^ aokpow- 

.ledged aU^pboce to bo ^ne**;- was an uttor wemy to work. 
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ha)dui9Sl>ibfnor mMner efftatinwtimi hwt ikiiipgiriiahnKt 
iik^fyxtff^pebdigfwpoiaitikmc^iht^ Bv/bsktimoii putting 
(bitak vi^iMver he'€m)d^get»tti|ii(irv midtflbmliag^whrtiT 
ever he could lay his hands on. Evay .dalj»tKM:^^liiiQfl» 
1msFmiie,to,|fQt!ift'8oluidrib^n>Mnig'filf aone nef/hisiilib- 
dcweanoiii^'Hvihicfa, iMnreifar^ a6)k>farQkie^ma boiioi,'<h6 
ttttde Yeiyiighto^-and^toMtd0dmot.torrt|)e>i>rthejo flB^ 
whenaveir aniotfiiN' qpfportwEly]Uttsttited. JSiiiietuiMBb in 
e€fD60queQa6 of soitt^ibgranCyfllaB 
fion t]Migatmo% iMd the iitbsent Ibr.aimoi^ alia tnie ; 
^kttUdng dbout ike wdodsf^^ vmmf$9 ^ mikf^ JoiigrfewL- 
iii04j»eoe* QOk hi* skouU^, - laying in< iNsibliuih' &r rginei '•r 
Hyy tting hinielfvfdown. on HmeAge^ of iftpmMl«)Qiidbii)g 
fiah Sot *bouffs -tb g t A t r , tandtbearing no lilde^NNiBinklano^ 
to Aat notabte bird ydep^ the iMndi'poke^ ^Wtttn he 
thoii^ his «rifliB8 ImuI beenilfi^gofeten: orj/oqgiva^ehe 
he Would stieakbaek tor die iJKtmth ftlMandleof A^ 
«r^a t)undi:'Cif poidtry^^vdikh.peiv^anoe heJiad steleKi^ 
und ivifuld-exohfinge diem^finstl^iioi^'Withrfvhioh^ lim^ 
weB SQikcd his caixms% he .wnald lay inihe^amrani ea- 
j/ojell the hixnrtons ittdoleno^.crf.'that svvfanshipbilbsafili^ 
Psogenes. He^^r^ ^'terror .efaUdMfiutmyfUrdsinrl^ 
eduntiy ^ inlo lirhkhl lie made finEUsftd. inraads ; . and^aone- 
dmes henvodyd jnafce^his-ittddenjjappeannec^]^^ 
(ton alif dajrfareak^ with Ae jwhele sicighiiaMrhoAi)at> Us 
^boels, lilE^ it actondnl.thief of lifox, rjdeteetediip^his'iiia- 
'iaudiiigS) and huntodrto^hisihble^ Sntih/iwaatUfi/Birk 
Sdiuiler ; andr froai the totil rindiflfeMiiceilricrahofred to 
dieivorldior its eonceimS) ajsdifiwntili^^trriy jUds^ stdt* 
-oidm and taciturnity, no cne.ifrtMljff c^fe h»rBj dceasat jhat 
he *#oukl have beeik the pubIishiirafadi6!tiitoDheryf(rf^i'Ri-r 
singfa. , 

'When the ifMRMOid wa^ g0^ ^tm, iryeh>prwed so &- 
^ to the biisve' Von Pbfleaibtli^ and^ Mi ti%«riiibl gnrri- 
iMij tHrk skulked aiNmt fnHtt ^r^cutir to »)^m^ b(dag « l^nd 
^ ptiTJl^^' vt^gifBAV <»> u sdesi^hdmd) whoad-^iob^ no- 
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tM^ But dm^ « itllMFi>rf few y0O(r^ry^lSkBjycmP 
tmaltxmkfC9fi^]ms^e»wodesm weve always openy^and^ 
m Ike €burse.ofi hiB|>vo9vii^g6 he ovevfacaord die' wliole {Jbt 
o£the^SwBd€& Diib iminiHliatfily 'selded in fak own TOind* 
hiywlieahoiddtxurn^tkeaalt^tohbowaadTai^tB^ He- 
pivffid the peifeet jadL*o&be4li*4ide9 ; that is to sajr, he- 
made ft prise i£ ereiy thing' that came in his reach, rob» 
bed both pavties, stock the copper-boond codced-hat of 
Ae piussant Von Po£fenbuigh on his. head; whipped tk 
huge pwiof B.isingVs jacldl)oots under his arm, and took 
to Ink heels, just befeve the catastrophe and eon^ion at 
tlv^ garriaon^ 

Finding Umself eomjdetely dislodged^ iron hia haimtr 
int'this.quarleiv he directed his flight tofwards las- native 
jj^floe^ New* A mstewdam, from wheneehe had>ferm^ly 
been obliged to absoond pveospitatdy^ in consequence of 
mi8fertimejin.baBiiM8s, ^thart is to sajv having* been d^ec« 
ted.in^tbe act of sheepHBtealing. AfheT' wandering manj^ 
da^s in. the wood^ toiling throi^ swamps, fimling 
brooks, swimming various rivers, and encountering q 
worid: of-Uardsh^, that waoutd: have killed assy^ other be^ 
ing^but an Indian, a hack*wood man, or the devil; he at 
leB||di arrived, half-fiunisbed^. and lank as a starved wva- 
sd^i at; Comrnmripany. whece he stcdetacanoey andpad« 
died over to? Nswm Ameterdanii^ ; Imnwdiately <m Ifinding, 
heritpaired ta Governor Stnjrvesanfe, and in more words 
than hehadjever spdiai.befinra^iift»thewholecours6of hii| 
USs^ gave aa acooEunt <tf the disastrous affiiir. 
. OnJcBoesringv these '^direfbl tidings^ the valiant Peter 
stB0t!edv&omihis>seait,:aadid4hQiaU)ut King Arthurv.whea 
a(b<^' merry. Carieik,'^ the news was brought him*o£.die 
vncourteous^niisdeedAof the ^grimbarone"— withqutut^ 
terisig:a> WjCMN^ heidashed the pipe he> was smoking agaiBst 
lfaft)h8dk of thedmnn^,. thrust a.piodigious quid of ne«> 
gro-head tobacco into his left cheek,, pulled up^ his gaUi* 
gaskins,. and st]x>dt(>i^ and,down theLroom, fainnaiing, as 
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was customary with hiiii wh^ in a pastton,> a- hidgpni^- 
north-west ditty. But, as I have before shown, hB»mm 
not a man to vent his spleen in idle vi^uriog. Hm*£x^* 
measure after the paroxysm of wrath had subsided, waB> 
to stump up stairs, to a huge wooi^n chest, whiiih senn- 
as his armoury, ftt)m whence he drew forth that idei^»nA^ 
suit of regimentals described in the prededing chapier»«. 
In these portentous habiliments he arrayed hiiasel^ IMl^ 
Achilles in the armour of Vuldm, maintaining all the- 
while a most appalling silence, knitting his l»row% and 
drawing his br^th through his dinched teeth. Beings . 
hastily equipped, he strode down into the parlour, jerked, 
down his trusty sword from over the firepkce, whore it 
was ustially suspended; but before he girded it on hut 
thigh he drew it from its scabbard, and as his eye cprursr 
ed along the rusty blade, a grim, smile stole over his iron, 
visage. It was the first smile that had visited his ooun«- 
tenance for five long weeks ; but every one who behd4 
it, prophesied that there would soon be warm work in the 
province ! . 

Thus armed at all points, with grisly war c^Mcted^ 
each feature, his vety cocked-hat assuming an air of uii<* 
common defiance, he instantly put himself on ike aleirtv 
and despatched Anthony Van Corlear hither and thither^ 
this way and that way, through all the muddy, streets apd. 
crooked lanes of the city, summoning by sound of trum- . 
pet his trusty peers to assemble in instant counciL— ^TI^ 
done, by way of expediting matters, according to tbeciii|v^ 
torn of people in a hurry, he kept in continual bustle^., 
shifting from chair to chair, popping his head out of eyeijF, 
window, and stumping up and down stairs with his wood* 
en leg in such brisk and incessant motion, that, as we are 
informed by an authentic historian of the timesj the conr 
tinual clatter bore no small resemblance to the music of a 
cooper hooping a flour barrel* 
. A summons so peremptory, and from a man of the^gor 
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if mi n^Bi meiAei wmy wji*to be trifled widk; ^the sages 
jwttu r ift l i 'Tepair^'teMic eouteUi bhwabeiV'whe^ the^iat 
iMt Stejfyfamt entelred' ki' onuftial si^le^ and took his 
ikm, iUce 'mdier/ CSuarlemagBe among ^ his Paladins. 
3%e 90imaffiflrsiieatdd tisenifcelves .^tfi the utmost tranr 
^pSBkf^ iuhdi Ughiiiig tlmr lohg pipes, gaoed with luinif* 
ft^;«ftap€isilte en-hia excdl&niy and his regimentals; 
M^g^ «a^ iU ^omsdHbrs should be^ not ^aafy flustered, 
or tdcen bgr> silrpiiseb The governor, lookmg aronnd fi>r 
^jtttaieatnAdth ar lofiy and sdldferlike air, uad rtstihg one 
hand 6n'tlie:piimnel 'Of kis swordj and ^3gii^ the other 
fartl^'iitalfiree Moid 4>irited manner,' addressed them in a 
short, biitsGiA^stirnng harangue. , 

'I . Iain extrmel^:s6rry that I have not the advantages of 
livyjiThnbydides, Phtfftrch, and others of my predeces^ 
sors^' who wer^ fiimished, iris lam told, with the speeches 
of all' their greint einperonS, gimarals, and orators, taken 
dotal, in short^haftd, bjr flie most accurate stenographei^ 
oC thef time;- whereby they were enabled wonderfully to, 
enrich their hktories, and ddight ^ir readers with so- 
Uboe itn&is of doquence. Not having sack important 
aiidlikrias,::! cannot possU^ pronounce what was &e 
\ttf»t of Ootsemot StuyvesaMTs speech. Whedier he 
with maiden cojrness hinted to his hearers, that « there 
waa atspedi df war in the hdri2X>n f that it would be ne- 
ces^aisy t^ lesort to the ^^ unprofitable trial pf which could 
do ^each other, the most hanifi,'*^-*-or any ^tber delicataf* 
oaHftfiiiHioQf <^. language, wher^ the odiou^ snliject of 
waif is higndled so! fasiidkiuaiy by modemstatdsmen ; as a 
gMdmuA voluhteer haridles. hi§l fillhy salipe^ weapons 
^idi glotes, lest, he should soil his damty fingers. 

I litii botd^ hohiirever^ to say, &om the tenor of Peter 
^MptimuliB cfaarai0ter, tbvt he did nic^ wrap his rugged 
sulifeet in jilks and ermines, and other sickly, trickeries 
of p))raae;. but spoke forth, like a man of nerve and vi^ 
jSMir, vfei9 «ooni^ to shrink in words, ftoip those daa» 
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g«B vfUA he stbod ready to CTCownter^in wiy O m ii 
This lAudi J9 certwD, tluit lie cmdvdM bjr MMmdmf 
hifll detenmnmtkm ti hadttg on kk troopat in fcrwoKk^ AImI 
roDtiiig Hiase oostardmonger Swedes, fvMi thdr nanip e d 
quarters at Foil OtsiiiiBr. TodrisbHrdjrfoielirtiiavinidl 
rfliis obttndl as were awaU ]p^ tbair wMt^'mgfaitit 
c oP CttMf p ee , andastollie'nesti who had fiikn' aaie^ '»« 
tfiCNit tl^'mUMk of the hdrkngtie (tUhr ai usdU onstoni fa 
die aftemooD^'y—they made not tlie least qfa^eofion^^: ^ 
And now was seen in the fiur city of IfeifeM Ai i Btei d a iy 
a firodigious bustle and preparation fiv iron war. - Ra*' 
cruiting parties marched hither and thither^ calling ImtSy 
iqx>n all the scrubs, the mnagates,*and liitterdemaiioas df 
the Manhattoes and its vicinity, who had ai^ ambition of 
sixpence a-day, and iminortal fiune into the bargaui^ tk 
enlist in the catise dTgloiy. ' For I would have you no(% 
that your warlike heroes who trudge in the rear of eoih^ 
ipietors, are generally o£ that ilhfstriotts class of gende* 
men, who are equal can<fidates for the army or/die brid^ 
wdl«-the halberts or the whipping-posts ftt ^rfMBuAima 
iiMTtune has cast an evoi die, wlvether dieytdiall maioa 
their exit by the sword or line halter ; and whoae deatHia 
shatt, at all eveofsy be a lofly exanq>le to dieir bou9tiy«: 



But notwithstanding all iiak martial* foiM and imte* 
tioD» the trnks of honour! wcfe but seaiMBy suppHedi i» 
aTorse w^re the peaoe&I burghers of New^^AimslevdaBi 
from e^disting in fiireigh broHsyor stiiTbg>b^<Md'th« 
home, whidi rounded ait/tfidreartUy ideas. f^Nm be^ 
holding this^ the great Petier, whoae ndble heaK wav^A 
on fire with war and sweiet revenge, determiiied 'to will 
no longer Sour the tardy assistance of ibeoe ^flji^ mdaeft^ 
but to muster np his merry men of <be MlidsMiri^ 
ImHighlup among woods: and wilds and siivage iMMOb 
like our yeomen of Kentucky^ delimited in ndCUfi^ s^ 
moth as deapecate adventiivte and perikniS'<e}qMKtfoii8 
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ilaMU|^hj<hiii#ifcl«iiiimi : llim xmcbnog, lie ^iqieved his 
pijgt^>mfBin^ Ai/Sbrnqr Vm Ccaeku^ to Jwre his state 
gAf)^ pnqMiUfsM dal^ 'fidMkd; whkdi hdng per** 
fnnd^lhe fittendM poblie iieim:^ 
9l l^Mttylike' a tn^ and {Mkis govenwri and then: 
leawif iporoiiptay toiders tritfi his council to hate the 
dkiiidvy «6the^ktohattoe8 maiAtaQed cmt and ^^inted 
agai&at Uii i^^fara, ^depttrted iqoimi has recraitiii^ wyage 
19 tii&iMral^rsiof tlie Httdson. 
STi. .7 -t .!"r ''*'^ : - •-• . : 

. i CHAPTER UI. 

^r£l0W ididitke.sirf);: lMe«Ks:oC &e south at^ 
thBjboMilaoii&flifQe'ofifialaBrB^ teitipering4he pantmg h^satfi' 
of fpnmirtiatD ffanial abd prolific liraiaiib': ;wlien lihat 
vabmtltyioi hardihood and diralriic mtue, the danntleas' 
Bister JStegrmsani^ qpi|eadihia canyas to ihal tmndi and de^ 
partedtfiaipi^thfofiar aalaiid erf ManiiahRtat 3%egiIIeyitt 
wMdi haieisbarked Was^' smnptnoosly adoiiied with pen^. 
daBlttlatadratrtan|fto..iaf |(toge0us dyes, :«hidix^ttered 
gailj^ia the;#iBd^ OB^cbroop^l&eirends in (the bosom, of^ 
liiatrtrfeaab t. The bfyw and >poop erf this migestic vei^: 
m^ft |;ella»%! badigfat^ afi^.^the rai>est. ]>utdi Jushion^- 
Wfi^fiQlpmes: of Jiltle parwy axpiist vniii piermgajto: their/ 
l^mtlm mil hmmaf^ in > dheir > hands garlrnds of.flolirer%[. 
jfliQilMw^tf wiiiA aretnot to tfe-jjaondin anyibook oCbcn 
taaqi^t ^b^og theai^itchless fldwess which fl^uriabed in the: 
/and resist no longer^ unless it bein theima-. 
I <rfingaiiiiHis earrers of wood and discolours * 

.riShiaivsiardiy^aCQnited^ in sljle befitting thastate of die 
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Petar Stiqrvcttnt laiufcah f(»di'iqMii tftie baMm^ofvdMf 

ocerin^ stemed to ^miKe fer » while iAd'giydiwith* fifc^ 
80 if ooDscioos e£ the iUMtrloM burthen JtmiidiMliL^^ .^X 

Bat tihist: ife, gentleiidk, fiur. other w»-the ncqei.pn^' 
fllBiilcd to the ooBtempblmi.of the cpfar,^freMtfflMrtriMmih> 
may i)e witnessed at ilhi» ttegeherate daju* iiWSiinitmimi* 
savage majesty reigned on. the bokUt dfethis 0^gbt|r. 
riyer«^the hand of cultivataon had not as yet kid low the 
dark forests, and tamed th# •ftatiires of the kmdscape; 
AOr had the frequent sail of commerce yet broken in t^ 
on the profound and Bfwtdi sdHttide tf ages. Here and 
there might be seen a rude wigwam perched asKnig the 
diSs of the mdimtains, with it» ewrimg oofamdi of mttAsb 
mounting in the tramparent atmbsf^re ; b«t lo loftily 
situated} that the whoo|Mngs <^the savage children^ gtfla- 
boiling on thd margin of tfie diay hdghts, Miftdniost as 
fiiintly on the eair, as do the notes of the kric, wkjiiltfrf 
in the aznre vauk of heaven* Now asd then from Ifaib' 
beetling brow of some rodcy precipwe, the itold ifear* 
would look timidly down upoa the lytcndid pjigeiml iMrdt 
passed below; and then, tossing his brandung^antleraiB; 
the air^ would bo«nd away into the thidceat of the SoMii. 

Through sudi scenes did the stately vessel of Bttar 
Stuyvesant pasa. Now did they skirt the bases ef ihe 
roc^ hdghts of Jersey^ -which spring ijqplike efreriastia^' 
walls, reaching from the Waves unto the heaivensi and' 
were fiuBhioned, if tradition may be be^evlid, in tinies teig ' 
past, by the mij^ty q)irit Manelho, to ptbteclihia&yAMr '^ 
ite abbdesfrom^the unhaHnwed eyes «f lOMtds^/ * Nvwididi 
they career it ^ily across the vast ezpaaae sf i-^ESappAi 
Bay, whose wide esctended shoves piesent a: vaat^Taridly., 
of defectsUe soeiiery-<-here die bold pwwiwtfoiy, cnte»» 

ed with embowering trees, advandng into the bsji tiiiaii • 

die long woodlai[id lAi^ sweepiag *iqi fram.dt AiwSii 
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^isMl imaaimk^ and tcnaiattdiig in th^ tifimA ftedlpiM 
^^i?«vWtoBl»ft diiteiiee m kffi|f waving line^rfroeky hag^U^ 
ikeir their gigftiitic shades across the water. Now would 
.ibiy^^iMli^ i^beie soR^ modest Iktle ui4»iral) Y^ienii^ a- 
ihong^'ditoe sMpMidotti' sienes,- yet #eti«ati]^ as it weHj 

ittotiitaitls, <die|^]F6d a ti^ pairai£se,fiiuig^wkh sweet; 
waA t p isto rid beauties ; the velvet ti^edkwB, dw^btifilrfr' 
jpd|Me^ th«f tiiddkii^mulet^ stealing throu^ the fresh and 
vli4d ^v^ttdlii^ on whose 'banks inm ritualed some IMib 
hilim village^ cor peradv«n«arei the rtide odrin of ngme 
solitary htinter. ...'.: /.- 

The dlffisrent periods of die revolving day seemi^ each 
wkSi duming magic, todifl^Rse a ditfearent diarm over the 
s^^ie^ New would the jovial sun Inreak glorionsly from 
the ^ast, Uaeing from the summits of the eastam failki^ 
aHd;Sparkllng tbe landscape with a thousand dewy gems ; 
whSeakng the borders of the river were se&i het^ 
jMasses' «f imst) which like midnight caitiflfey distorbed at 
Mk'mj^pKMkbi inade a slu^^ retrei^ roUhig in slffl^r 
rehictance up the mountains. At such tttnesall was 
brighbMs^andl^ and'^gaki^l the athios(die!Fe s^semed 
of «n' in dta^r ib Ak (lu^enelss ^and transpa^neyu.-4hie l»»ds 
Imike 'forth in' wi«ntonfmiidrigals» and the fi^^iisheniii^ 
telifeite''WiAed thiB^vessei iherrily cm he^ Bnt^ 

n^^ the sim sunli ainid a flood Of glory inthe west^i 
imottlingt^e heavens 'ai^^th^^iarth^ith^ a tho^^ g(^< 
geotiSETdy^; thiin all wi^caltn, and illdnt, md nx^nifr" 
pnaL 1W hM ai^^XBBok' Ml hung lifelessly against tini 
B iii5i t-il teslnnde Mtanan w^ f&|(kd«fTns l^ai!ied against* 
di^tfirouds, fostSn that^ikvdbntary mi«ing ^^^ so- 
hkfgiasNAitde'atiMnte craiaiaikb in t^ radest ofher <dnl-^ 
dren. The vast bosom of the Hudson was like an itt^ 
riifed fiAn^i^fMectin^ Hie ig^Mlen sptend^tifir of ^ the 
faM^e^^»loci|^tikij^ 4ii^ 
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oi 4ie ae^kiof ; 4w j^aiMd <]|^ t^Mi from thaiMtMiu 

Biit whenitbe lioiir of tvitig^ 90^ 
9fPimd» th» did the &ce cf nfttiire nwnww %. tllMimd: 

joymenl: ia the g^ous v^ks <^:)is JtfulMi m^ mtanfrntu 

vailedf jttst ievt^ to tinge vitb illnaive 03i0tvt§.ib»mfrr 
tfi^ feitareB of the 9a^9ery< t The4eipei3irediHife4i«li|^ 
ad eyeflOBi^.iwolgr to dko^m.Jii tbe bro^d m$8s^^ 
shade, the sqnuratiiig line b^ween the laodaod W9Mi 
Of to distinguidi, th^ &diiig dtyeets Om aemMldi^Ud^ 
into €hfi^& Now. did. the busy imcy mimilf fthft £^iib- 
im9 of TttHOn, piKxhicing w^ indtistiMW «mft a Jij^ 
QEettttonofhoramu Under hecpliiitkwMdiMtiwassit 
lodKs frowned upon tjbe wtit^ waste^ in the «epnb)«QM#ii^ 
Miy lowers and hi^ embattled caatfes-^trea^ a(if»MfA 
1^ dir^ul jCbrmd of ntightj^ fiaots, a^d^ the ^Jnaeregsit^, 
soBUmtsof the mountains seemed peopled with^.^ thpnir^ 
sand shadowy beings. 

Now bixik^ finrth from the shores the notea of 4^1 jo^ihi 
inertd>te taidety of insects^ .who filled the ahr with e( fltn^^ 
but not inhanjioniows jP(»iceyt; wh9e/eiFer.a^:awiL wppi; 
l]|^7dthenielanpbolyplai^<^the Whip^f)^^ yg^n^i 
parried fvn ck>nie>ioni^ tree, weariddith^ ear r^f.nj^t wfth 
hip in^eMapt mowings^ Thei mindt ^9f^9lM^ j^to i^billn^ 
lo^ii^ saehupdioljr by ^ Mlemii 7^)itely;of t;ha a^^iis^ 
lisl^tied with p^ve stillness to ^mtcfa and dif(tmg!iJyA^; 
each sonndy that yagn^ ed>oedi fiKsn the ahovfHHipafp 
and th^ startled ferebance by the whoop, of «06g#,#G^gt. 
f^bfig s^vi^ or the ch-eaiyMwl of stfimqfi^mf^ fte^. 
log forth upon his nightly {MTowlings* 

Thus hapinly did they puiptue their oc^uivoi unti) tikiiy^ 
«t^r^ upoa tbo«e awft^ 4^^ denov^iated iai£ ^fpt: 
LANMi where it would se^m 1^ the gigantic Utaas bul 
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M ^diA, and hnriikig TMt'iniiwMfi^ dT rddt ki wild «oi^ 
mil. But in sooth vefydiifeTrat is tl^ history of tbm 
tlQittd-4^ iiidimtiAi8.~Th«4e in loadent d«ys^ before the 
ibrisoik poured Us wilere from the lakes, foimed oot 
rm pikloBi widiln whMero^y bosom the omt^MH^ 
Mmedio conned ^t^ebelUons qnrils who refdned ^ 
Us' ooHML 'Here, bcmid in adomaatme dbains, or 
jMnwed hl^^iflked {nneii, or enuhed by ponderous rodc% 
Aey' groaned 'for many an i^«-«At fength the eonquer* 
kig HisAui^iia \m in^is^Ue ^»reer tmmiMd the oceans 
bttrsl <^>ettH^etf prkon^h^uae, rolling his tidef triumphanel 
ly througlk^tii Mttpendous itiins* 

- >fltfl^ ho w ri ver^ do n^ttiy of them lurk dbottt ^elr dd 
tlMnifitit -ttttd these it is, according to Ten^aUe kg^nds^ 
ttfllit^CMBi^'^ edioeil whi(^ resound throughout th^s^ 
iwM 'soittudes ; whitli ai^ nothmg but tiieir imgi^ diia 
tUMrH ^MAienany tMoiae distilrbs the profoundncsss^of theii^ 
repoflie.-^¥Vxr when- the elements are agitated by tempest^ 
wl^ the winds are up and the thunder rolh^ th^ horrid 
Ue is the yeilii^ and hoiii^^ of ^tese troubled spirits^ 
middng thb udountains to rebeUow* with their hideous up^ 
mar; ^«^ sueh times it is sacid, that they diink the gre^ 
liaiMtbo is reittfnmg once more to plui^ diem in gloomy 
Gi^ri£ti]ii^ and tdnew their iii^erable eapth^ 

•BbM til thek Mr and gkniotfs scenes were kMstup^m* 
the gallant Stuyiresant; nought occupied his mind but 
tkloi^ts ctf^'kdn war, and ' proud anticipittions of hardy 
jfeedi Mdf lorms. Keilfcer did hid bonest^crew trouUe their 
viMit heads wick uiy rtomntic speeidationiB^ of &e kkid^ 
lAie pilk^ iftt ^ helm cpnedy smdc^ hi^ pipe, thinldn^ 
df ^nothfrig dther past, present, or to come— these of his 
comrades who were not industriou^y sli(Mil^^^ under the 
kiAti^bet^ ^ wei« listei^ with open mouths to Anthony 
yNrnm^har; who, sealed on the winaass, was rdMng 
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to.tliein tbe:inaiT£ikHlS;b{irtoi^vQC;liwii0 fnyipiidii^ %p^ 
flie% thftt spiorkM like gim^m^i^p^n^ .fi^on; ttwi: nMgr 
lobe of joight*: : The«fe^iw€^r4in^W U«4UiQii> mf^ 9i?gi- 

1^ these parts bi^ befocetb^ 4tt99itiy}r oCq^ 
tbi^ abominaAed jrM» e mpb a tic ill y t ^patted ifcrM^ M << w> f P f : j»9i^ 
wha for thekiQQiiio6ra1ie4tts.lieml|t}ie.i^^ 
wd. to .fiuDkh aA.i»¥&l .^alwRg; t^,^; bewtfi^il^, ai^ 
wei^doQnuediK^ ipfiwt tbe ewptfi » tj^^^^p/s^ffffl^^fi^^ml^ 
epiog »»d tfenrlbje Ittlle bi^neodur^^i^^j^^lb^m^ 
p)$i^ of thM' &B^ mbich ^^ fomerly ]<;afprM(m4^ 
l^em^ and breath*! forth k. their Wf^rd^^fjlHil^t^fi^ir^M 
sentenced to bear about fQr€hntf*njuQi.th^ir'taitel;r':o (j r 
,,;< A^d t)ow I am^ing to teU a.ft^ (Wh^ib J* dMbidmich 
iji^.r^adera will hesitote to heiieie ; btltif th^^^ the]MM 
w4(^n^ Jiot. to bdyieve a wid^d in this wh^:hj(rtf«y>iiGp» 
D(9ithipg which it cox^tai^s is more trl^ . It wm^. beJcM'im 
then^t the aose f>f Anthony; ftke trump^ter.wnib of a.Teiy 
lustjr si2^ $truttbg boldly fi^ooi hia couUte^wce.VIcf^,.^ 
vqowatBin of Gokonda : beiAg sw^ptuoM^y ji^fKil^clKid w^ 
^b^ea and other precious st(N3ieii*^the truercgaliaof a Jung 
of.gppd fellows^ which jolly Qacchifs j^ranta t^ji^L who 
bouse it. heartily at the flagon^.: Now thuait hpffMiaiiedly 
t^t bdght aud early in the. morning^ the good* Anthony 
having wash^ his.burly vis^gei, Wftis leaimgOXIff th^j^piaihi 
ter rifling of tt^e g^eyt owitwnphitiflg U in^thoiglfti^ wiwe 
biflp^.. Juat.at this piom^t the Uliptrio^s^aiui^ bviiaki^f 
in,all his splendour from b^undone of tfieh^illuffilrf 
t}ie Pi^lands, .did dart one. of his ittps( potont }iimm ^ 
up<m the refolgent no^e c^ the aoimdor of biwa**Htbe m^. 
flection of which shot straightway dowUf hissing bot^ i^tp 
the welter, and killed a mighty sturgeon that waa sporting 
be^d^ the V6s$el 1 Tliis huge monster being with infinite.^ 
labour hoisted on board, formsbed a luxurious r^)^^^. 
all the crew, being acoouoted of excdlmt fla^OMT^ ^^soqiib^ 
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«i|f:.idpoiititte ymmdf-thutt kMoAcktA ftilkdefof britiH 

8tiii^;eon was eaten in ttW94'pibte;b]r'€hff«6liail pcioiUe.* : 
.iitWliaA^tfiiftkMtoiiilliiBg'ininA^ :to be mkide kno^m 

|9;P€l6r StiiyvefltaV md ^t he tanted of the lAiknoim 
fi9h». h%i Ha JJwqr irell be i«fpo6ed» m^urvelled ex^e^ingl^ 
and^^a qaanument tb^)eof> h# gAVethe ntme 0fAni^m^9 
Net to a stout pnHnontory in the neighbourhQo4-''*-«nd it 
has continued to be called Anthony's Nose ever since that 
time. 

. But hold — Whither am I wandering? — By the Mass, 
if I attempt to accompany the good Peter Stuyvesant on 
this voyage, I shall never make an end, for never was there 
a vojrage so firaught with marvellous incidents, nor a river 
40 ' Abofm'dhdg with transcehdant beauties, worthy of being 
severally I'ecorded. Eren now I have it on the point of 
my pen id relate, how his' Weiv were most horribly firight- 
eoed, on gomg on shore above the Highlands, by a gang 
of /nerry roistering devils, firisking and curvetting on a 
liiilge flt^ rock, whidi projected into the river — and wliich 
is called the Duyveti Dans-Kamct to this very day. — Btft 
Tki^! Diedri^h Kirickerbocker^-it becomes thee not to iffle 
tfains in diy histbrie way&ring, - '^ 

^ ^Rii^eet that while dweUbig with the foAd garrulity of 
ttgid Oteir'llielfer fidry scenes, endeared to thee by the recoU 
laMttn^ 6fthy yoiith, imd the charms of a thousand legend- 
w^ tidM "imth bejguiled the shnple ear of thy c^dhoodf; 
rteollect that thou aiie ttifUfag widi those fleeting nlomeiits 
which should be devoted to loftier themes.-^Is not tiitie— 
tiMMeSar time !— shlftkhig. With pal^SM' hand, hSi'ahhost 



',^ llM l^mad Haps M^fapofenalf, traiUpg of the omiitrj abb^t 
Albany, in a letter which was written some time afWr the settlement 
i&eredf, iays» •« There is in the river great plenty of Sturgeon, which 
ip^tHitiatiansdonoimttkeuseof; butthe Indiana eatethem greediSe.** 
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ikfmmifytnA^ hstike iast mtA^ be nm ^te ibon hastfi- 
nished thy lugkN^ €f the fifaphattoeB. ' 

fiCt itf/dMneottiBritlliedraifdeffB^^ gal- 

hff ttd Iw loyal ^rew, to the fROtedkm ofitheUemd 
St* Ifidrakis'; who i tunve^RO^Ciribt^rill prosper hiai in Us 
voyige, ^wftite we awaiit4^#«lum4it4he gveateity ef New- 
Anitterdam. 



4nuiierdi^mrrrl€gi^ 9vUf^ the. ¥1^*^ ^« W P^^ /V 
Head^^Urongp and GenfT^i K^ Poffietib^rgh; and f^e^r'f^fh 
timenU touching t^^ort^pate ^eat «i^. 

Whirls thus tjh^ lentcirpTi^i^ V^^ ^^ 5*<^^:4^ ^tfr 
^owing^sail, ^ tl^ $lM)res of t^e lordly Hud^oo^ f^§^;(^ji»r 
4qg (1^ the Bbj q groaty ^ ]ti^e.D,ut;c|i s?«J^i^i^1^JWP9^ bg^rr 
ders, a great and puissant cf^^^ffifl^xsi^ of wa^p^ wa^if^ 
«;emb^ng at tl^e dty qf :|^eF-^4il^f)sf^ .j4i?4 J^^>4M^ 
ii^val^able ^tig^nt sf ai;<t;igui^ t^^p Siti{y?:i^f^ wmr 
scrq[rt, is xxxof;e t^^ .co^^IM?(c^ p^i^^^ ,h>y ^i^^i^^cnf^ 
I am epfihle^ to record the iU^ftrjicwB jby^t ^(i#|;.eQf9pip^ 
iteelf m the .p^^ic scps^^ > fi^t f^ f^ fff^. ^ P;^R»5# 
dei(umWted the S|OwJUng f^^ 

In th^ce^^tiji^, wmj^tdi^iii^^t^^^ 
battle of the Manhattoes, who being the inmates of the 
metropolis, composed the life-guards <^ the gOyemcMr. 
These were commanded by the valiant Stofel Brinl:er- 
lioof, who wbllome liad acquired such inunortal fiune |tt 
•(^ster Bay-^they di8playe4<as a st^d|^49 ^ l>eay^ < 
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ous origin of the m i ftilldtit: >*" 
ffhr'l)ibir'tf|^t^lum|i4i]^t>bet0^ t«Mdb of ttat 

p^i, > He 45W>tigfat! W^tfe^iBMep tf stfaifCtferfce -rf '^^ w Ai ett s^ 
sey breeches, and overshadowedlij^ tbd^d^toiltiti]^ b«ki^> 
ivM>therttxe^ who ^ff^if^rnxbd^ik Ab mttd ctloftg tiAnslbMbr 

id'>¥^t&A^i)(^f[ii^92^ ^d> 

)tw««>fabltot«^ihJI/t«Jsp^tnggfr«^ ' ^^ 

• ilftiT^tl^lUllB-iiteciinte fti6il>«icft^p(^lk^ tkhlTiol ili^ft«rib^ 

\<^'k^tkiiW<fed'4>y tiie^Siif ^Efo^ aild^the Vi^'Dii^* 
iiMfD^Hii^M' teiiti^8#^at^6«»; ^ a^^ekP nknite %«<libk^j|<-^t&ej^' 



.;-•.. r 



• Tbif.yas Wcewe kbe^^^t>f the Xejr.Nietberlands, 9s, ip^^j 
saitl>e flieen in anqieot record's. 

f^&abiei what is rektecTin the Sluyvesant MS^'l'have found men- 
tteli'MM»ie»<imii^»[«iBtk«»tbT^llitk>n^^^ 

^nBeiKtei^Af tbrSfoSik) MitiiMl BiWa Batch JOt^^bti^ibdttt Itdi 
Aug^463olhpfdii^'pu0cba9edata^0.|4l«ad. t^t^* TlioiqiCii^JiCt. 
chael Paw had what the Dutch a^led a colooie at, Pavopia, on the Jer- 
sey shbre,' opposite' New- Yoik, and his oveneer in 16^6» was named 
Corns. Van Vorst— a person of the same name m 1769, owned ^wles 
Hook, and a large farm at Pavonia, and is a lineal descendant fhnn Van 
Vom.*» 

t Sa called fH>m tfav Ncreshik tribe of Indians that hihabited these 
parts— at present thej are erroneouslj denominated the Nevershik, or 
Nevenunk mountains. 
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diiifi%vof that , moam. ookmr^ do^ r.^aQodhihiHiider Md? 

ne^es, vfJant^ in a flanieHMi^aiiiMiifid& od; icj nhjiir -l i 

marahj; linftd^sM^f t^^Wa^r^piqgli^^f itttOr^ 

hopd^ Gidkd^/jffliarlfelj^lrAil andlf t(»di^i^fl^^ 
didilikewJbe;int9a4w^rdi«:&i);f^^ att^ m^mviigfc ffik^ 

IfimAhfivibim .Va3rrft„ya«gfr*(,wdftlMid. iQODWfv^ a jt^y 

wlmh^goe^ ^49 dewibfs ifc^jwaniors .of,J3]to«mwtdii«l#r 
4ii4 W«ehrb^lf9 a^ Habokeii^taad^midi^i/Ot^)^iIiteet|» 
well known in hi^tqiy an4 wmgrrtfei:, wwdJoi^i^^^^lQHIidf 
qf;,j)f)artial Jnu^^ alftm the ^fop^ 9fnNi^f9-4ifiltimltais 
soiMPlcling a&ry^q^ibfeyO!»dilhi^.ir/ill& of theiriifej« rBw^dA^ 
4l4l?w w^ in 9k JiWte tim^ r0li«H«jlj,.foi; MApm? Afi mi^ 
of ^.vaat.clwdiOf.dus^, tbe^^r^c^qgpnis^ij^fbffilll^bQ^ 
cok)i»|rc4 bi:^#rf|€i$,^ f^ spJiepdid $iker,l^)^P(^t^,Smji?Tf 
vesant, glaring in the sun-beams; and beheld him ap* , 
proaching at the head of a formidable army, which he. 
had mustered along the banks of the Hudson. Andher^ 
the excellent hut anonymous writer of the Stuyyesant , 
mi^mscript breaks out into a brave and glorious doMarjprt 
tion of the forces, as they; defiled through: the priiid|m]t 
gate of the city, that stood by the head <rf Wall-street 
First of all came the Van Bummels, who inhidbit.tbe 



* I. E. The Winding Bay^ named from the winding of its shorea* 
This has since been corrupted b j the mlgar into the. Wattabout, and is 
the basin which shelters our in&nt navy. . 

+ Now spelt Brookl^^n. 



Digitized by "VjOOQIC 



NEW-YORK. ^69 

ploaMnit 4M»d6rs df th^ Bronx. These weif^ sfaon &t ttm, 

fbrfibtslofthtt itireniiher : 'diey were the fii^t ikiventbrii ^ 
sup^¥m or^miish aikd iAiIk.^--€!lo9e in their redir m^l^ 
ihcrvWabVliytois, of Kiidilii> KOI, moiit honrtble quaiPei^ of 
neflrtcil^dcir, and> ariiint;4N^^ in th<^'* Kqtldr.-^Afteir 
llKiifr ^iiie>'the Vaii Pelts {tf<}rbdit £$bp^, desitteiMk 
hoivemdii, koinyiied ti^n gidodly i^teh^tailed-^eeds^ 
the Eoopu^ibpeed: ItbefeMF we^e -»iighty h^tei^ of tnMks 
and^iiittfiik^^iit^ Whence caitie'the word Pelif^.-^Thentb€ 
VanNest&'of Kilide^phoecky valiant bobbers* of bir^ nesisl^ 
as^eh'dian^ deiiote^^^to thesej ff report may bfe believedj 
ilre^iie ^indebted' Asr tlm ihvendoii of slaj^acks;^ 6ir ' bucJt^ 
wheal oaktoJ-*-^tI^hen tiie Vaii Higginb6ttoms, o(We^ 
I»ilg?s:Ci«^:^tbesec!afi]!e armed with fel^e^ atid biktbeir 
rods, bemg a rajce of sc^dbloi^tl^rs^ whci ^1^ discbver^ 
AasMpnrelioasr'Qmipathy l^bw^n tlte i^ ^hi^^^dbf §nd 
tiie s^iof mtellect, ahdthat&eslmitestwayiogetliibw^' 
Ifei^erhitot the head wa^'fty^ hammer it into t^e b^tto^.^-^ 
Then thi Van ^Grollas cif ^Anthony^s No6fe, who earti^ 
thte'liqiicM^ in ■• fiur,. round little pottles, by reason' ilh^ 
eouM not b6bse it (mt-of their canteens',! having sudi' rsltti 
king noseb.-^Then the Ocurdemers, of Htfdson and there^ 
abouts, diilingvushed by 'ind^ triumphant dfeats^ such sta 
nobbing water-melon paldtes, ^m^^ix^ rabbitsc^toftheii' 
holes, and the like, and by being great lovers of roasted 
pigsP^itBilsrihese were the* ancestors ofi;he r^^ownisd con- 
gre6d*^niali; of that HanieivThen the' Van Hoisseni^, of 
Shg^^ffingi ^reat'chorkstevs tind playahs upon the jew^ 
h«p:' these marched two and two, singing the great song' 
of jSt l^hoIas.'«--llieii the Coii^hovens, of Sleqiy Hol- 
kiirc these gave birth to a j^Iy race of publicans,' whb 
first disqovered the magic artifice of cbnjuring a quart of 
wine inta a. pud bot£le.— i-1%^ the Van ICorUands, who 
lived on the wild banks 'OfthieCroton, imd were great kil^ ' 
lers of wild ducks, beingi much spoken of for Aeir skill in 
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sbootM^ wiffa Uie I<^b<iw.-*Tb^ die VfMpvBimischotan^ 
^iifMk^ mi K^kiatV wko Mtre the fintl Aat did ev«r 
lUck witl^tbelaft foot: tb/ej^ ivtere gidlaiitiba<Jh^hadQef% 

W'u^^sQ^H^^l^ish pot^ti^^u^iPB of eggi^ ind ^ytefl 
fbof ^^runnipgi ^^ hOf ^s^ .|aid^i!iuui)ii^ upisif scores afefmrems 
tfa^ 1^1^ tbe Jii^t ^al^dir^ winked With' :bolhr^e9 lit 
Wce^r^Lastl^ eam/d the KNa^SiRaocKcaMit of Ae, gp«fll2 
Urn^ of Schahtikok^'^wt^rQ die fitt layfstoiiesffqpotf tte 
hous^es hi ivindy welder, J^ftlhey^ic^dr/fo^idoiNLawlijri. 

s||%]^: a^4i l£fd^^ :ii.9pjbfet^ indio^tkig thefebigri.lluit diey; 
iiiF|^§ stiurdy >to6$ppt|^()f'y0r<$i tt>ati »! tnilH il^Msidesmd: 
&i^ Kiu^ker»M> Xii^9Biii i9!(P^eii|(bookfil,i|)laiid]^meaiu% 
t^ thfiy w^m ^^t noddorn'OrideiseF^^^aiier: bookish: $nib^ 
^em did:desc€f|id)tiie i/f^ite?^ ^< tbib histofjrvf ; .» f . ' 
i.n§iiiQ}i wfi$ iJiel^oil of^wdjjT bilsh-fbeiilera^tHa^ 
m/9t^ the graod gat^ of^^w^Amst/^tdaau ThelS^ixyvmeasis 
iiiaiiu8fiH^t,>mde!ed, spcahsiofiiskany. md]x^fii4iteeiuime^^ 
omt tQ iiieDtiQD,>;^eing that it^behd^iesr' meifd IdstenM 
matters of. greater t$Qmenl^ :[ D^Qtbing oemld sm;^' idiir 
J9y ,aad nMUttial pride of .thi^ U<!tB-hearted^!Pcl;arv lis* he 
le^vieired this 'liii^'^ hoift: <^< wiuDribrs^/ahd.liei delor^ 
Ii4q0d ii0:latig^:t9 d^&r the gratifieafion^ of Ids jinicU4< 
*iifjlshed^fiMr.re(^erige,.iig^ the stwad^ Sveedesat Feat' 
C^shnir;.. .y ■ . . 'r ..^ . ' ' 

. Sot befi»e I hli^tai lorecord^dioseiinBialididbic^ 
iRFhich will he feund in die! sequel oiMttsfidthfidihistes;;^ 
1^ pie pause ta pcMtiee the fhteof Jfuedbii§^\^nPo|feidtor^ 
th^ discomfited oocDmaiider-Liii^chirf ^of ther armies otlkt^ 
New Netherlmds. Siieh is the inhen^t wMbaiitBhlmeas 
<^ human niiturey that ^cai^y did thc^iiews beeome ptdi^ 
Ipf^ of his d^orable (fiscomfitnre at Fort Gasimi^ ihmM 
thousand sieurvy rumours were set alteat m New-» Amirteiv* 
' ditts wherdn H was inflilitiat^, that htehadin roelityjl 
treatsherous-trndelrstaii^iig itkh the Swedish coMHattder; 



Digitized by 



Google 



NEW-YORK- fttt 

fluC be &a4 loag bieen an the pmctim of prmitely oom<^ 
municatii]^ with the Swed^ ; togedier widi divelrs hints 
about ^seeret^^service money,''-— to aU whieh deisiSy dmrges 
I .do not give a jot more eredit than I thhik ^ey Reserve. 

Certain it is, that the general vindicated bii» diairadttir 
bjr the most vehement oaths and protestations, an^ put 
evary man out of the ranks of honour who dared to doubt 
bis integrity. JVf oreovei:, on retummg to New-Amater-i 
dam, he paraded up and down the streets with a crew of 
hard swearers at hi^ heels, — sturdy bokle-oompanions, 
uriiom he gorged and &ttened, and who wei^ ready to 
bolster >him -through all ^ courts of justice, — heroes of 
hm own >lddn^, fieroe^whiskered, broad-shouldered, col* 
hrand-looldng swaggerers, not one of ^ivhom but looked as 
though ihe could eat upan ox, tmd pick his teeth with the 
horns* These life^ard men quarrefied all his quarrels, 
were ready 'td->%ht aiQ his batdes, and scowled at every 
man^ that turned up 'his noseratthe genenaH, as 'diough they 
would devour him alive. iThdr eonversation-was feiter^ 
spersed with oaths Bke mfinute-^ns, and every bombastic 
rhodomontado was roimdoft off by a thundering execmt* 
tion, like a patriotic toast, honotuied wiA a'^scfaarge of 
artillery. 

All tiiese valorous vapours^ had a considerable e£fect 
in convincing certain profound sages, many of whom be- 
gan to think the genend a 4i^fo of unutterable loftiness 
and magnanimity of soul, particularly as he was continu- 
ally jmytest^g <m the honour of a soldier^ — a marveUouriy 
high-souBcfing asseveration. Nay, cme of the menAers of 
the council went so far as to propose tiiey should immor- 
talize him by an imperishable statue of plaster of Paris. 

But;|he vigilant I'^ter the Hea^ta*ong was not thus to 
be 4^ved. 'Sending priv«edy '&^ tiie conmiander-in- . 
chief oifatt the armies, and having heard all l^is story, gar- 
iiish.ed with tfee customary pious oaths, protestatic^s, and 
qacwlations— « Haricee, comrade,^ crfed he, « Aough by 
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ypur own, itfSeount jrou are the nost brave, upright, mi 
honourable man in tbie whole province, yd; do you lie iuih 
der the m&sfi^ll^iire' ofbeing damnably traduced, and im-*< 
measurably de^i^ed. Now though it is certainly hard t^ 
punish a man for his toi^cHrtunes, and thoii^ it is very 
possible you are totally innocent of the crimes laid to your 
charge ; yet as h^ven, at present, doubdess for some wise 
purpose, see£f fit to withhold aU proofs of your iBjrK>cence^ 
&r be it firom me to counteract its sovete^ will. . Be? 
$ide, I cannot consent to venture my armies with a cbion 
mander whom they despise, or Ho trust the welfare of my 
people to a champion whom th^y distrust. Retire thi^re-^ 
for^, my friend, from the irksome toils lUid cai^ IdT public 
life,' with this comforting r^ection-— that if you be' guil^, 
you 'are but enjoying your just reward— a^d if tfmSpcent, 
that you Bre not the first great and good man,' who baa 
most: wrongfiilly been slandered and maltreated in thia 
wicked world — doubtless to he better treated in a better 
world, where there shall neither, be error, calumny,' near 
persecution. ^ In the mean time let me never 9^ your &oe 
again, for I have, a horrid antipathy to the J^ovmtenaluc^s 
c^un^brtuT^ite gr^t u^n like yoursel£" 



CHAPTER V, 

JH which the Author dUcourses very ingenuousUf tf Uwue^^^ 
After, which is to he found mttch interesting hislory sboui Peter 
f he Headstrong and his JiMofpers. ; , 

■ / As my refujers and myself are about entering on as 
many perils,, as ever a confederacy of meddlesome knights- 
arrant wilfiilly ran thjeir heads into; it is meet that Uke 
tjhose hardy adventurers, we should join hands, bury alT 
cUffisreiices, and sfwear to stand by oqet another, in weal or 
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Wd, to the end of the enterprize. My readers must doubts 
less perceive, how completely I have altered my toiie and 
deportment, since we first set out t<3gether. I wfuranjt 
they then thought me a crabby, cynical, impertinent little 
son of a Dutchman; for I scarcely ever gave them a civil 
word, nor so much as touched my beaver, when I bftd oc^ 
casioQ to address them. But as we jogged along together^ 
in the high-road of my history, J gradually beg^fK to relax^^ 
to grow more courteous, and occasionally to enter into 
&miliar discourse; until at length I came to conceive d 
most social, companionable kind of regard for them. TJf is 
is just my way^^I am alwayts a little cold and resery^ at 
first, particularly to people, whom I neither knpw s^ 
care for; and am only to be completely won by long inr 
timacy. 

Besides, why should I have been sociable to the crow^ 
of how-d'ye-do acquaintances^ that flocked around me at 
my first appearance ? Many were merely ^ttrftcted by * 
new face; and having stared me full in the tit]/$page, 
walked off without saying a word ; while oth^r^ lingered 
. yawningly throi;igh the pr^fa^ce, and having gratified theij* 
shortlived curiosity, soon drppp^ off one by one. But 
more especially to try their mettlp, J had recourse to aq 
expedient, similar to one, which we are told was usedj by 
that peerless flower of chivalry,- king Arthur ; who, before 
be admitted any knight to his intimacy, first required that 
he shoij^d ^how himself superior to dangf^r or hardships^ 
by encountering unh€;;Eird of i^iishaps, slayii^ some dozen 
giants^ vanquishing wicked enchanit^rs^ not ..to say a wprd 
of dwarfs, hippogriff3 and fiery dragons.. On a similajr 
principle, I cunningly led my readers, at the fii'st sally, 
into two or three knotty chapters, where they were most 
wofiilly belaboured and buffeted by a ho?t pf pagan philo-? 
s^^ers, and infidel writers. Though naturally a very 
grav^ man, yet could I scarce refrain from smiling out- 
right at seeing Uie letter confrisic^ and dismay of my v^ 

2M 
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liaiit dtvali^ts— soffle dropf^ed down dead (asleep) dii tte 
field; 6fli*tt threw d&fhi taf bdbk in the middle of thcf 
first cfhapter, took to Aeir heels, and never ceased scam^ 
pering until they had fairly ran it out of sight; when they 
^top{>ed to take breath, to tell their fHends ii^liat troubles 
they had undergone, ahd to Warn all others from Tenturing 
on so thatikless an ^kp'edittoki. Every page thinned my* 
ranks more and niore ; tod bf the vast multitude that first 
set out, but A cbmp^rafii^ely few niade shift to survive. In 
exdeeditigly battei'ed condftibn, through th^ five introdto- 
tory chapters. 

What then ! Would you have had me take such dtin- 
shbie, &int*^hearted recreants to my boscvm, at our firsit 
aeqitaintan^^? No, no; I reserved my friendship for 
those who deserved it; for those who undauntedly bore 
tne cdmpaily, iil despite of difficulties, dangers, and fii- 
tigu^^. Atkl now, as to those who adhere to tne at pre- 
sent, I tdce them affectionately by the hand* Worthy 
and thrice beloved readers ! brave and well-tried cotn^ 
r^e^ ! who have feithfully followed my footsteps through 
all niy watiderings— I salute you from my heart^I pledge 
nfiyself to ^tind by you to the l^ist ; and to conduct you (Sd 
heaven spleed this tru!lty weap6n which I now hold between 
my fingers) triuriiphantiy to the end 6f this our stupetidous 
litidertakteg. 

But, hark ! while we ate thug talking, ttie city of Ne^""* 
AAlst^tdiitn is in a bustle. The gall^t b6st of W^ors 
to^^p^ in the ^wlUig Gb-eeh at« sttikihg tbdr tettitt 
4he hhikti trumpet d[ Anthc^y Van Coflear makes th^ 
welkin t6 t^e^ound with port^tous clai^ur— the drums 
beat — the standards of the Mfeuhatto^s, of Hell-gate, and 
of Michael Pai^, wave proudly in the ftir. And npw'be* 
hold where the marihei'S dre busily employed, hoisting the 
idils of yon top-sail scho6ner, and those two clump built 
Albany sloops, which kH to ivaft the army of the N^er*- 
Ifenders to gather Inimortal hohoars on the Delaware ! 
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Xhe en^re ^pppul^tion of the city^ man, wonutn, and 
c})j]4t turned put to behold the chivalry of New- Amster- 
dam, as jt p/ifraded the streetjs previous to embarcation. 
Jijiany a handkerchief was waved out of the windows ; 
many a fair nose was blown in melodious sorrow, on tHe 
mournful occasion . The ^ef of the fair dames and beauf 
teous dfunsels of Grenada could not have been more voci- 
ferous on the baniahment of the gallant tribe of Abencer^ 
rages, than was that of the Iqnd-hearted fair ones of New- 
Amsterdam, on the departure of their intrepid warriors. 
Every love-3i<!k maiden fondly crammed the pockets of 
her hero with gingerbread and dough-nuts — many a cop- 
per ritig was exchanged, and crooked sixpence broken, in 
pledge pf eternal constancy— and there remain extant to 
this day some love verses written on that occasion, suffi-* 
piently crabbed and incomprehensible to confound the 
whole universe. 

But it was a moving sight to see the buxom lasses, how 
they Jiung about tjie doughty Anthony Van Corlear; for 
he was a jolly, rosy faced, lusty bachelor, fond of his joke, 
and witl^al a desperafie rogue among the women. Fain 
would they have kept him to comfort them while the army 
was jft^ay ; for bejBides what I have said erf him, it is no 
jif ore than justice to add, that be was a kind hearted soul, 
npted fpr }ii3 benevolent attentions in coniforting discon- 
3p^te, wives during tj)e absepce of their husbands; and 
thi^ made hupd to be very much regarded by the honest 
burghers of the city. But nothing could keep the valiant 
Anthony from following the heels of the old governor, 
whom he loved as he did his very soul — 'SO embracing all 
, th^ young yrouws, and giving every one of them that had 
good teeth and rosy lip$, a dozen hearty smaqks ; he de- 
parted loaded with their kind wishes. 

Nor was the departure of the gallant Peter among the 
Iea$t canines of public distress. Though the old governor 
.^a.s by no^me^ns indulgent to the follies and wayward- 
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hess of his subjects, yet somehow or other he had becdm^ 
strangely popular among the people. There is something 
so captivating in personal bravery, that, with the common 
mass of mankind, it takes the lead of most other merits. 
The simple folk of New- Amsterdam looked upon *Peter 
Stujrvesant as a prodigy of valour. His wooden leg, that 
trophy of his martial encounters, was regarded with rever- 
ence and admiration. Every old burgher had a budget of 
miraculous stories to tell about the exploits of Hard-koppig 
. Piet, wherewith he regaled his children, of a long winter 
night,' and on which he dwelt with as much de^ght and 
^kdggeration, lis do oiir honest country yeomen on die 
hardy advehtures of old General Putnam (or as he is fiir 
miliarly tei-ihed. Old Put) during our glorious revolution. 
Not an Individual but verily believed the old governor was 
a match for Beelzebub himself; and there was even a story 
told, with great mystery, and under the rose, of his having 
shot the devil with a silver bullet one dark stormy night, 
as he was sailing in a canoe through Hell-gate. But this 
I do not record as an absolute fact — perish the man who 
would let fall a drop to discolour the pure stream of his^ 
tory ! 

Certain it is, not an old woman in New-Amsteldflm but 
considered Peter Stuyvesant as a tower of strength, and 
rested satisfied, that the public welfare was secure sd long 
as he was in the city. It is not surprising then that they 
looked upon his departure as a sore affliction. Widb 
heavy hearts they draggled at the heels of his tnx^, as 
they marched down to the river side to embark. The 
governor from the stem of his schoonet, gave a short, bat 
truly patriarchal address to his citizens; wherein he re- 
commended them to cdmport like loyal and peaceful sub- 
jects — to go to church regularly on Sundays, and to mind 
their business all the week besides. — That the women 
should be dutiful and affectionate to their husbands^-^ 
looking after nobody's concerns but their own : eschewii^ 
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all gossit^ings, and morning gaddingsj and carrjdng shoit 
tongues and long petticoats. That the men should abistain 
fiom intermeddling in public concerns, entrusting the caress 
of government to the dBScers appointed to support th^n 
-^staying at home, like good citizens, making, money for 
themsdves, and getting children for the benefit of their 
country That the burgomasters should look well to the 
public interest— not oppressing the poor, or indulging the 
rich — ^not tasking their security to devise new laws, but 
faithftdly enforcing those which were already made— rather 
bending then: attention to prevent evil than to punish it; 
ever recollecting that civil magistrates should consider 
themselves more as guardians of public morals, than rat- 
catchers employed to entrap public delinquents. Finally, 
he exhorted them, one and all, high and low, rich and 
poor, to conduct th^nselves as wdl as they could; assuring 
them that if they faithfully and conscientiously complied 
with this gold^i rule, there was no danger but that they 
would all conduct themselves well enough.— This done, 
he gave them a paternal benediction | the sturdy Anthony 
sounded a most loving &rewell with his trumpet, the jolly 
crews put up a lusty shout of triumph, and the invincible 
armada swept off proudly down the bay. 

The good people of New-Amstel*dam crowded down 
to the Battery— that blest resort, fi'om whence so ma^ 
ny a tender prayer has been wafted— so many a fair 
hapd waved— so many a tearful look been cast by love- 
^k damsel, afier the lessening bark, which bore her 
adventurous swain to distant climes !— Hare the populace 
watched with straining eyes the gallant squ^rcm, as it 
slowly floated down the bay; and when the intervening 
land at the Narrows shut it from their sight, gradually 
dispersed with silent tox^ues and downcast countenances. 
A heavy gloom hung over the late bustling city-^d^ 
honest burghers smoiced their pipes in profound diought^ 
fulness, casting many. a wistful look to the weatheiMxx^, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



rrs HISTORY of 

oh the churcli of St NkboUe; ; aiid all the .oM woiPfSAt 
having no Umger the pi?^sence of P^^ter Stuyyesant tp 
hcartontthmn, gulhered their, obUdren hoiii^, ^d han^* 
doed tl^ do^s jmd windows ev^ evening ^t sun^rdown. 

In die mew while the armadu of the sturdy Peter pro- 
ceeded pixxqierously on its vojrage, and after enco^ntei;il|g 
about ajs many storms and water^sponts and whales^ ,mi 
other horrors and phenomaaa, as generally be&lliidvenjtii* 
rous lamlsm^), in perilous voyages of the kind ; ^d ^r 
undergcMiig a severe t»eauring from that di^lpr^Ue mA 
unpitied malady called seansickness; the whole sqmi^^qn 
arrived safely^^in tibe Delaware, 

Without so mukh as drc^iping anchpr and ^YWg his 
wearied ships time to breathe alt^r.labouriiig so lo^^ 
the ocean, the intrepid Peter pursed hb coucsepp tike 
Delaware, and made a sudden a{^>e^ance before ^ Fort 
Casimir. Having summoned the ais^tpnished goiTiSQU by 
B.terrifk; blast from the trumpet of the long-winded Van 
Gorlear, he deipdianded, in a tone of thunder, an in^t^t 
surrender, of the fort. To this demand) Suen Scut^ the 
wind^ried commandant, rq>Ued in a shrill, whifljing vpJGe, 
which, by reason of his extreme spareness, sounded like 
the wind whistling through a broken bellows— *V that, he 
•had no very strong reasons for refiiging, e:^cept that the 
-demand was partimdarly diiiagreeable^, as he had be^ or- 
dered to maintain his post to the la9t extrexnity/' ^e 
requested time therefore to consult mih Govei^r J^is^h? 
and paroposed a truce for that purpose. 

The choleric Peter, indignant at having his i^ightftil fijjrt 
so treai^erously taken ftcwi him, and thus pertinacipu^ 
withhdbd, refosed the proffered armistice» and sworec^by 
the pipe of St. Nicholas, which like the sacred fire.wfu 
never &8:tinguished, that unless the fprt were surrend^r^ 
in ten minutes, he would incontpiently storm the works, 
mdce all tiie giurrison run Ae f^»xndet» and ^plit j^ir 
aeouadvel of a. commander, Uke a pidded shad. Tq^tpve 



Digitized by 



Google 



I^EW-YOftK. 279 

flris ihenace the grigater effect, he drew forth his trutly 
Woi*d, arid shook it at them wiA snch a fierce Mid vigo** 
rbtis motion, that doubtless, if it had not been exceeding 
riisty, it would havfe lightened teitor into* the eyes mi 
hearts of the enemy* He then ordered hi& niento bring 
a broadside to bear upon the fort, consisting of two swi-^ 
vels, three muskets, a long duck fowling-piece, and two 
brace of horse-pistols. 

In the mean time the sturdy Van Corlear mar^alled 
all his forces, and commenced his warlike operations^ 
Distending his cheeks like a very Boreas, he kept tip a 
most horrific twanging of his trumpet— the histy choristers 
of Sing^Sing broke forth into a hideous song of battle-— 
the warriors of Breukelen and the Wael-bogtig blew a 
potent and astounding blast on their conch-shells: all 
til^ther forming as outrageous a- concetto, as though five 
thousand French orchestras were displaying their skill in 
a ttiod^m overture, 

Whethet the formidable front of .war, thus suddenly 
preseinted, smote ther garrison with sore dismay, or whe* 
tber ^e concluding terms of the sumnionsi which men^ 
tinned t!hAt he should surrender " at discretion," were 
migt^en by Suen Scufiz, who though a Swede, was a very 
coiteiderate,.eflsy-'tempered man, as a con^liment to his 
disdtetibil, I WUt npt tdke u|)on me to* say $ certain it is, 
be foutid it impossible to resist so comrfeous a demands 
Ac^yfdingiy, in the very nick of time, Just as the eabhi4)oy 
had gone after a coal of fire, to discharge the swivel, a 
chamade was beat on the rampart by the only drum in 
the garrison, to the no small satisfaction of both parties; 
who, notwithstanding their great stomach for fighting, had 
full as good an inclination to eat a quiet dinner, as to ex- 
change black eyes and bloody noses. 

Thus did this impregnable fortress once more return to 
the domination of their high mightinesses ; Scutz and his 
garrison of twenty men were allowed to march out with 
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the honours of war ; and the victorious Peter, who was as 
generous as briive, permitted them to keep possession of 
all their arms and ammunition, the same on inspection 
beiog finind totally unfit for service, having long rusted in 
the magazine of the fortress, even before it was wrested by 
the Swedes from the m^panimous, but windy y(ni;.Pof-* 
fimburgh. But I must not omit to mention, that the go- 
vernor was so well pleased with the services of his fidthfiil 
squire, Van CorL^r, in die reducti(Hi of this great fortress, 
that he made him on the spot lord of a goodly domain in 
the vicinity of New- Amsterdam, which goes by the namei 
ci Corlear's Hook unto this very day. * 

The unexampled liberality of the valiant Stuyvesant 
towards the Swedes, occasioned great surprise in the dty 
of New- Amsterdam ; nay, certain of those &ctious indivi* 
duals, who had been enlightened by the political meetings 
that prevailed during the days of William the Testy, but 
who had not dared to indulge their meddlesome habits 
under the eye of their present ruler, now emboldened by 
his absence, dared even to give vent to their censures in 
the streets — murmurs were heard in the very comvcil 
chamber of New- Amsterdam ; and there is no knowing 
whether they would not have broken out into downright 
speeches and invectives, had not Peter Stu3rvesant pri^ 
yately sent home his walking-stajfl^ to be laid as a mace on 
the table of the council chamber, m the midst of his coun*o 
se^ors; who, like wise men, took the bint, and forever af- 
ter held tbeijr peace. 



* De Yriez tnt^e» mjeDtion, in one of bis vo/ages, of dfrUar"* Boeckt 
«nd Ccrleuf^t Plantagie, or Bouwery, - 
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CHAPTER VI. 

IShdfi)ingth^ great advantage thai the author has over kk reader 
ih time ofhattle-^ogetker mth dhen portentous tnovemenis; 
^iMekhetf^en thai somdMng tmUk is akmt to happen. 

I^ijgLE m, n JVOghty ald^rmaii» when at a corporation feast 
tl^ firsts qMHxnfol c^ tiurtle 80i^> salutes his palate, feels his 
ippajlitnt .i^qpetite, bfit tenfold quickened, and redoubles 
his>Yig^V>^^B i^ttacks upon the tureen, while his voracious 
eyes, pFQ^tecUng from his head, roll gr^dily round, de- 
vQ^upiiig every thing at tahle-*-so did the meUlesome Peter 
Stuyvesant fed that ii^leraUe hunger for martial glofyt 
whMi raged within his very bowels, inflamed by the cap- 
ture o( Fort Casimer, and nothing could allay it but the 
c^niquest of all New Sweden. No socmer therefore had he 
secur^ bis conqu/est, than he stumped resolutely on, 
flushed with success, to gather fresh laurels at Fort Chrisr 
tina. ♦ 

This was the grand Swedish post, established on i^ small 
river (or as it is more improperly termed, creek) of the 
same name ; and here that crafly governor, Jan Risingh, 
Ifl^ grimly. drawn up, like a gray-bearded spider in the 
citadel of his web. 

But before we jbuzry into the direful scenes tl^at must 
a(teE|d the. meeting of two such powerful chiefbuns, it is 
advisable that we pause for a moment, and hold a kind of 
warlike eomicil. Batdes should not be- rushed into precipi- 
tately by the historian and his readers, any more than by the 
g^l^^]^ and.his scd^ers^ The great compifoiders of anti- 
quity never en^iged the enemy, without previously prepar- 



* This is at present a flourishing town called Christiana, or Chris- 
teen< about thirty-seven miles from Philadelphia, on the poat.road to 
Baltimore. 

2 N 
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ing die nuiids of their fidlowers by animating harm^^ues; 
spiriting tb^n i^ to heroic feelings, assaring tliem ofiStm 
protecticm of the gods, and inspiring them witli a coc^ 
deace i/x the prowess of their leaders. So the historiim 
should awaken the attention and enlist the passions of his 
readeiTKy and having set th^m aU on fire with the impcHrtanoe 
of his subject, he should put himself at their head, flourii^ 
his pen, and lead diem <m to the thickest efAefigkt 

An {Uustrious example of this tvit may be seen M Aat 
mirror d historians, the immortal Thucydides. HMteg 
arrived at the breakmg out of the P6loponnesian^ida>^ one 
of his comm^itators ol^nres, that « be sounds tile diarge 
hi a!K the disposition and spirit of Hom^. He catialogoes 
llie idlles on both sides. He awtdtens our eiqMetatiians, 
and fast engages oinr attention. AH mankind are ccmcamed 
in the important point now going to be dedded. tkidea^ 
TOUTS are made to disclose futurity. Heayen itsetf isuite- 
re^rted in die dispute. The earth toltais^ and nature 
seems to labour with die great event. Tins is his sc^emn, 
suUime manner of setting out. Thus he magnifies a war 
between two, as R^in caUs thcan, pe^ states; and thus 
artfiiHy he supports alitde sdbgectby treatingilinagreat 
and noble method." * 

In like manner, having conducted my readers into d^ 
very teeth of peril — ^having followed the adventurous Petar 
and his band into fere^ regions — smrrounded by fees, 
and stunned by die horrid dm of arms — at diis important 
moment, while di»rkness and doubt hang o'^ each connng 
diapter,' I hold it meet to tiaraotigue diem, and prep^n^e 
them fer the events that are to fbUow. 

And bere I would pren^e one greAt ad^nnti^ii^^jel^ , 
as die bistorkn, I possess over my rendop; and lids it is 
---tliitt though I cannot save die life of my fevourite hero, 



Smith's Tbucyd. Vol. I. p. Ixx. 
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preieiit r^ga^ I hold to bt ^t^ly mxwor^y of a fcrupa- 
lons lusutmiiiD,) yet I cw ww^fu^ ib/^i mke 1^ I^tow 
on his enemy a sturdy backHstrokep suffidept to fell » 
ipmit; tboi;^ in honest trudi» he msy neyer have done 
uny thing of the kind-H<nr I can drive his antagonifstdear 
round and round the fi^ as did JBwier malce Ijhat fiipi^ 
fi^ov Hector scamper l&e a poltroon round the walls of 
/I^y; £^ *whichtr if ever they have encomitered cme 
anotfaper in the Elysian fields, I'll warrant the prince of 
poets has had to make die most humble apology^ 

I am aimre that mai^y conscientious readers will be 
rciady to cry out << foul play V* whi^iever I render a little 
assistance to my hero — but I coniuder it one of those 
privik^ges e^cendsed by historians of all ages — ^and one 
which ha^ nev^ been disputed. In &ct, an hi^tori^n i% 
as'dt w^re, bound in honour to stand by bis hero — the 
&me of the latt^ is entrusted to his hands^ and it is his 
duty to flb 4he best by it be can. Neyer wyis ikP'^ a 
l^enera}, m admiral^ or any otiher comma^deri w^ m 
living an account of any batde that he had fot^bt, did 
not sordy belabour the ^^emy^ and I have sio dpubt 
that, had my heroes written ithe hfetppy of their oim 
achieveffl»nts, they would have deak much harder bloips 
iban any that I sh^ recornM;. Standing forth, tl^Brefore, 
^ the guardian >Qf their £une9 H behoves me to do them 
tbe saaie justice thgr would bf^ve done tb^ii^seljv^; #nd 
if I happen to be a UtUe hard upon the Sw^|d^ I give 
free leave to any of dmr descendantsi who may wriite a 
history of the Stale of Delaware, to tf^ &ir |se(|d|fitio{|, 
and belabour Peter Stiiyvesant as hard as thfsy please 

Therefore stand by for broken heads and bloody noses I 
^— nqr pen has loi^ itched for a battle*-H5iege after »ege 
have I oarried on, without blows or bloodshed ; but now 
I have at length jgot a chance, and I vow to heaven and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



284 HISTORY OF 

St Nichdasy that, let the dmmides of the times ^^ynbM 
they ptease, ndAer SaUnst, Liiry, Tadtus, Ftkytikasj iior 
any other batdemonger of them all, did ever record ii 
fiercer fig^ than that in which mj valiant chiefbdiis tafit 
now about to engage. 

And you; oh most excellent, readers, whcncn, ^r 701^* 
&itfaful adherence, I could cherish in the wannest conM^ 
of my heart— be not uneasy— trust the firte of our fevoririte 
Stuyvesant to me— for by the rood, come what may, M 
stick by Hard-kc^ig Het to the last; Vll make Him 
drive about these levels vile, as did the renowned Laaa-* 
celot of the Lake, a herd of recreant Cornish knights; and 
if he does &U, let me never draw my pen to fight another 
battle, in behalf of a brave man, if I dcm't make these hdbh- 
berly Swedes pay for it ! 

No soonar had Peter Stuyvesant arrived befi»re fort 
-Christina than he proceeded without dday to entrench 
himself and immediately on rmming his first paraUd, 
despatched Anthony Van Corlear to summon the fortress 
to surrender. Van Corlear was received with all due for^- 
mality, hoodwinked at the portal, and conducted ihroii^ 
a pestiferous smell of salt-fish and onions, to the dtadel, 
a substantial hut built of pine logs. His eyes were here 
uncovered, and he found himself in the august presence dP 
Grovemor Risingh. This chieftain, as I have before noted, 
was a very giantly man : and was clad in a coarse blue 
coat, strapped round the waist with a leathern bek, which 
caused the enormous skirts and pockets to' set c^ with a 
very warlike sweep. His ponderous legs were cased in a 
pair of foxy-coloured jack-boots, and he was straddUngin 
the attitude of the Colossus of Rhodes, before a bit of 
broken looking-glass, shaving himself with a villanously 
dull razor. This afflicting operation caused him to make 
a series of horrible grimaces, that heightened exceedingtf 
the grisly terrors of his visage. On Anthony Van Cfer- 
lear's being announced, the grim commanderpaiised for a^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NEW-YORK. 285 

momeiati in the nddst tjf one of his most hard-fiivotlred 
ecmtortions, and after eyeing him askance ofet the shoid- 
ietf with a kind of snarling grin on his countei^iance, re* 
somed his labours at the glass. 

This iron harvest being reaped, he turned once more lb 
the tmnipeter, and demanded the purport of his errand. 
Anthony Van Corfear ddttvered in a few words, being a 
kkidof sh^rt-hand ^qpeaker, a long message from his ex- 
cellency, recounting the whole history of the province, 
with a recapituladcm of grievances, and enumeration of 
ckims, and concluded with a peremptory demand of in- 
stant surrender ; which done, he turned aside, took his 
nose between his thumb and finger, and blew a tremen- 
dous blast, not unlike the flourish of a trumpet of defiance; 
which it had doubtless learned from a long and intimate 
neighbouihood with that melodious instrument 

Governor Risingh heard him through, trumpet and all, 
but with infinite in^atiaioe ; leaning at times, as was his 
usual custom, on the pommel of his sword, and at times 
twirling a huge sted watch chain, or snapping his fingers. 
' Van Corlear having finished, he bluntly replied, that Pe- 
ter Stu}rvesant and his summons might go to the d 1, 

whither he hoped to send him and his crew of ragamuffins 
before supper time. Then unsheathing his brass hilted 
sword, and throwing away the scabbard—" Fore gad,** 
quod he, " but I will not sheathe thee again, until I make 
a scabbard of the smoke-dried, leathern hide of this runa- 
gate Dutchman.** Then having flung a fierce defiance in 
the teeth of his adversary, by the lips of his messenger, 
the latter was reconducted to the portal, with all the cere- 
moQicms dviKty due to the trumpeter, squire, and ambas- 
sador of so great a commander ; and being again unblind- 
ed^ was courteously dismissed with a tweak of the nose, to 
asiMst him in recollec^g his message. 

No sooner did the gallant Peter receive this insolent re- 
play, ^mn he let fly a trrai^dous volley of red-hot execra- 
ti(ms, that would in&Uibly have battered down the fortifi- 
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^QAtiaii% tmd Uawn vp the powder imgaayi^ about the 
. eitfs of tlie fiei7.<S«^ede, bad not the ranqjartft been r^ 
, TOflr kab) y stro^^ and ihe nmgrtzipe bomb-prooC Per- 
ceiving that the works withstood this terrific Uast, and 
4ihat it was ^t^]^;ii]^ossible ^as it vea% was in those un- 
ishilosqpbicdag^s) 44» carry en a war with word^ he wdered 
his merry men ali^ to prepare for an immediate asfsault. 
But hero 41 stnuige murmur broke out among his troops, 
bcj^naing with the tribe of the Van Bummels, those Tar 
liant tpencher-onen of the Btcmixi and spreadii^ iromman 
to ma% Accompanied with oeitain mutinous looks and dis- 
contented murmurs. For cnce in bis life, and only for 
once, did the great Peter turn pale; &r he verii^y thou^t 
his warriors were goi^g to fiudter in this hour <of perilous 
trial, and thus tarnish for ever the &me of the provmce of 
New Nederlands. 

But soon did he discover, to his great joy^ that in this 
sns|udon he de^ly wroz^[ed this most Undaunted anpy ; 
for t^ cause of this agitation and uneasiness simply wa^, 
that the hour of dinner was at hand, and it would have 
afanost brdcea the hearts of these reguhir Dutch warriors 
to have hrdben in i^on the invariable routine of their ha- 
bilis. Beside, it was an established rule among our valiant 
4mcestmrs, abrays to. l^ht upon a foil stomach; and to this 
mi^ be doubtkss attributed the circumstance that they 
came to be so renowned in arms. 

And Jiow are the hearty men of the Manha^toec^ and 
their no less hearty comrades, all histily engtiged under 
the trees, butR^tii^ stoutly with the ooiitents of their wal- 
lets, and takii^ such affectionate embcaces of their can- 
teens and pottles, as thoi^ th^ verily beUeved they were 
to be the last Aad as I fooresee we shall have hot work 
in a page or two, I advise my readers to do the same ; for 
which purpose I will bring thi^ chapter to a dose; giving 
them my word <^ honour, that no advantage shall be ^en 
of this ttrmistiee, to surprise^ or in way way molest^ the 
honest Nededanders, while at theur vigorous rqpast 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Comiaining the most horribk hUtle ever recorded in poetty or 
prme; mUh Uie adtmraik es^l&its ef PetiBr the- Beadlrtrong. 

^ Now had ^le ])atdiDien niatcb'4 ^httge-t^epast,^ mdi 
indiag thoBsdteft wonderfidly eveotrnged m^ aoknftMl 
dMWiby, ptepared to take the field. Expectatkto) sag^ thfe 
#yite9' of the Stujn^sant muiiiscripth«--Ekpeet»tioii> inyvr 
siood ^1 st9ts« liie iKF0rld forgot to t»upn it>i]»^ or iiBthM? 
stood sti^ that it might witness the affitty; Uke a fiii^ 
j^otuid beHied alderman, watching the c^oibat of two dii« 
Takie flies> upcm his jerkki. The eyes eS eiit mmAand^ 9» 
ttsttali in sueb cases, were turned iqpon Fdrt Clltistimk 
The sun, like a little man in a^rowd, at a* piq)pet-6lbew,^ 
seampeved idkmt the heav^is, po|^mg his head hepe and 
Amrev andendeavoariBgtoget apeep between Ae unaiiffi*- 
nmly cloudy Iftat obtruded dieiibseives in hii» way. Hie 
UtftbrKana fiBed liieir inMioms — tibe poels^ w^m without 
Aj^r dinners^ ei(ii«r that th@y might buy fmfH» and goose^ 
qaiUsj or- because they could not gel any^ thing toi ea<>^ 
andquily scowled; sulkily out of its graven Id see Itsiif cmt- 
dbne-^-wh^ erm posterity stoold mute, gadii^ in^ g<^^ 
ecstaey of retrospection, aot the eventfid) fieldi. 

Ilie kpmovM^^es, who, whikm^luuit seen servioe alf 
the " affiiir " of Trcy-inaow mo^mtad thek feather-bed 
^Hufe^ and safted over the pt^, or mka^Ied anumg the 
combatants in different disguiises, all it(^k^'%o ha^e a fin« 
ger in the i^e. Jitter seia^i^his diunderbolt to a noted 
copt)arfflsi^, to have it ftu4»shed up for die direftd oeca* 
skills Venus swore l^ heqr ^asd^ she'd patronifle llie 
Swedes; ai^d m sembhuice of a Uear-^yed tamli, paraded 
die batttemente ei Fort Christina, acccmqmnied by Dlfma, 
as> a sevjennf ^ widow, of ennc^ed reputatioit. The noted 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



nu HfisaroRY of 

buUy, MaatSf stuck two horse-i»stols into his bdt, sIi^m^ 
dering a rusty firelock, and gallantly swaggered at Aeir 
elbow, as a drunken oorpord— -while Apollo trudged in 
ihmr rear, as a bandy-legged fifer, playing most yillanoud^ 
out of tune. 

On the other side^ the ox-^yed Juno, who bftd gfUMd a 
pair of black eyes overnight, in one of her curtain lectores 
with old Jupiter, displayed her hao^ty bf^iAi^ eo itbag- 
ffig&^maggpUf^Mme;TY9L9 as tt brawny j^n-si^ltetf tud^Ml 
up her skirts, brandished her fists, and swojpe lopst hfitOf^ 
ifittUy, m ^spceeding bad Dutch, (havju^g but lat^y ^t^i^iod 
the Japguage,) by way of keepinig up th^ spirits of the s^ 
di^rs.; while Vulcan halted as a club-footed, bjac^nuth^ 
lately promoted to be a captain of militia. All was MUsnt 
horrc»r, or busdi^ preparation; w^ reared his hm6i 
fi^ont, gnashed loud his iron fangs, and skosk his di|:#d 
crest of ImstUqg bay cmets. ;- 

And now the mighty chiid»ins macshaU^ out idi^. 
hosts* Here stood stout Risingfa,. firm as a thouswid 
rocks-^-enorusted with stockades, . and entxench0d totbe 
chin in mud batteries.— <-His artillery consisting of tiwo< 
swivels and a carrdnade, loaded to the mu^sde, the toui^-- 
holes primed, and a whiskered bombardier stationed, at 
e^h, with lighted match in hand, waiting the word. Hi& 
valiant infimtry lined the breast^work in grim array, eaeh. 
havii^ his mucftuchios fiercely gpreased, andhishalrpQma* 
tomed bade, and qu^ied so stiffly that he grinned -above 
the ramparts like a grisly death's head. ; , / 

Th^^ came on the intri^id Hard-koping .Pi^t, a ^eccHnil 
Qayardf without fear or re|>roach — his brows knit, his toetb 
0]en(^€Kl, his breath held hard, rushing on like 4esL tbouf^ 
sand bellowing bulls of Bashan. His fiuthfiil squiine. Van 
Corl^^r^ tmdged valiantly at his heels, with his trumpet 
gcngeously bedecked, with red and yellow ribands, there-* 
membrances of his fiiir mistxesses at the Manhattoes. Th&i^ 
Gfom. waddling on his sturdy comrades, swarming Uka the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MEW-YOBK. fi9 

my hn id tms: of . Achffleg^' > ilifoe were tbel Van Wycksiand 
tte Van Byeks and ilie Ten Egrt^tN-^ Vw Nenea, the 
VM Xun^f the VahiOfi6%jtfie! Vih HflBsens^ (thefVan 
€Kmmby aritfthe Van^^Barcoms. The Vdn Waitay dw 
VtoMtinkks, thci Vah Dakns, the< Vaa^ Pelt8> ^ Vm 
R%^er% ahd the Vtn iOrimts. ' Thinne i^^ the/Vaii 
ttafOkes^ the Van Hooks^ the^Van BnnsdiDtensj ;dit V«i 
GMdefs, the Vim Axadbles, aiid the Vta Bwmda. The 
Vttder Behi, &e Vand^r Hd^^ the Vtader Vootts^ th« 
VanderrLyns^ the Vaodar Poe)s» a*d* the Vender l^ie^ 
gels; "diere ta,toe the HdAnans, A^ lipo^aa^, .the 
Ho|^^S) die iClof^rfc; the Ryekmans, the Dyckmatis, 
the Hogebboms, the Bofebootns, the Oothoittsi the Quacks 
edboaaes) the !R49erbadcs, the Gkrrebrantzs, the Bensons, 
tbe Brottw^j the Waldrons, the CMdeidonks, the Vanm 
Vangeni, the: Sdiermerhovns, the Sumtaaburghs,* tlie 
^Brinkeihpffis the Bontecous, the Kmckerbix^evs, the 
H<iwtjiHnMMrirfs i9k^ Ten Breeeheses, and the Tough Street • 
Ame^f vUh a he«t moie of v^liaaxt worthies, whc^e'namei 
Ave t6o ciMibbed to t^ written, or if th^ could be writt^ 
^.Inmld be ,tep00s£bte fsnf man to ntter^-ldl fortified wkh 
ftia^ty dkk»^, and to u«d the worcfis of 4 great IMxlti 
.poet, ■ 

— — ^** Brimful of wrath and cabbage !** 

For ito instant the m^ly Peter paused in' the midst of 
Mbitmetf and mounting on a stuaip, addres^ his troops 
iil^ehxiu^t low Ihitdi, exhorting th^tn to fight like i{i^ 
1^9 and assuring them^ that if they conquered they should 
get plenty of booty; if they fell, they should be allowed 
the unparalleled sa^&etion, while dying, of reflecting that 
it was in the service of their country; and after tl^ were 
ftead, of seeing their names imcribed in the temple of rer 
aown, and handed down, in company with dll 1he:^t)Mlir 
great mm of the year, for the admiraticm of post^Hn^ 
FhulUy^ he swore to di^n, <m the word of a goifegef^if^ 

2 O 
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(andtbeytnevr hkh :lDO'^«i^illJ dimbit tit/for a. moocnl^^ 
diktif heic^vi^ aify HMUiAPst sdh df IdHm.kddiigv pdb^ 
oridi^fng cmriri, k^d dKrrjrilis^hkre tiB Ujnd» iiitt 
ndb out of itHke m^shakeon spgiigMtiHie^K. Thmvloggiiig 
onthis'traB^'^abre/ faeHbraiMbilied it three MMB&feaaliSB 
heftd, otdered^Vsn Cbrle«*tei.icteuid a trenlietidoii^dHii^ 
nd dJoating^ die ^w&td' <^ St.^ I>QoIi0Uhi and llie Mmim^ 
teefe r c(Nirag«J>U8ljr chi^iied^f^^ Hfe m^^rlfle^ isl^ 
lot^er^ who bad Employed tke iiiterVal ill V^i&ng fhtSst 
pip^ instu^y itudt th«iii iii di^nioiiths, g«^ a&fwte 
pdff, aind chai^d gaUantly mid^ ccMr^r of die smoke. 

The SwiedLdi garrisDl^ orctor^ bythe c^unitig BMngi^ 
ik>ttofire uiita diey oiuld cHstbigttUh ihe ivUtes of thdf 
asMltaiits' eyes, stoodin horrid alenne on Hhf^^comiif^'m^^ 
until tbcf eag^DotriimeiihiHiaii^^ 
<Hd tbey pour into them sacb aitremtiKbiK Tolkr^ Aflt 
tH^ very hilh qoalced avoiind^-aBd'Wvre torijBix} cwotaitb 
an mcontinence d i^ater, msomnehi that cestm i^irii^ 
bunt fcnrtb^xmi their a^s, inihidi contmie to mn' wtAo 
the preset day. Not a Dutcbmim but would have bitln 
the dost benefirth thatdreadftd^fli^ Had nottheproterCing 
Mb^rva kindly tdcen eare that the Swedes slundds ^^^ 
and all, observe their usual custom of shutting dieir efes 
and turning away dieir heads, at the mmnent of dis- 
charge. 

fhe Swed^ feltowed up tbdr &«, fay leapbig die4»ttn- 
tisrsearp, and fiiUihg tCf&ik and nail upon the foe^ widi fli»- 
rious outcries. And now might be aeen prod%^ of •i^ 
16ur, of whidi neither h^ttofy nor son^haveever roooided ^ 
a paralld. "^ere wifis beheld dte^sturdy StoSA, Buinker^ 
boff brandishmg his histy qimrter*6tflff, Hke iimMmMt > 
giant Blanderon Ms cuA-tt^, (for he sa)med4o carry any 
other weapon,) and drumming a> hom^ tune tqpon ikt 
heads of whole sqtiadr<Mis of Swed^. There were &e 
craftjT Van Kortlandts, pointed at adfetwice, like theJLo- 
crkin ardiers of ymt, and {dyipg it mostpo()entfy wiibdie 
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tbmntdalXwMsA tb«lit/Mtdfi At tBrawpt^ftaeii^ i^bco^n^ 
wU^ ift MMtqueoAe^tftthB'kettlgRjdifl^ hud e«|^; 

thc^ noltiKctt ]mirfbrri«d.by ^ffril«ini»rpBj«f >« 
eohnpoMMtf <dib H^ifipfq^ 

thediiQDii^Hiv^bleiachkrr lAdlhoiyiiVttfe/CiirJbw^ 

wlu>^ for a good quarter <rf'aacjKHir|iiiii|pidx*iifeb(icAi%bt 

Hi>d,t»otevn^gnHkw^ 
IwttklMAirfi^fldier wioapm/^ 
Hrihf ftttDirft>](i|£Jb]B9kitoipn:U^ti^ > i.i> wr.> . 

But; ik)#i^e combat tiuckencd : .on. Qf^^ 

tegttfiev mOk the ;Vaa pifltMrs itad the; ^MiBtimtSt JiMiw 

^jQobdDiaBit p0es9]iig^&inaid 

]{glitDiiigt<.g^ieidiiiite ;.iiid Ji|f%» the 4toli- 

Sag tiibrtywat'liewtoirfdigfMaiAalteiiii'u i^iio . • -..^i 
^. .Aad^iaow.^onmeiiced tke thoiiidtdfa^ ddrt MufmBiK. 
^tRiggle^ 4m tnui^eniiig fomrity^itbe fiMBtieidespenilioo, 
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mid SiroA^ 06Mriiii)||lM^ ti^^^ 

snidiiiig'tke h«nio#i(<ff4he*iNMMl Vltiwfadi^^ 

iMiidover heds^ imgfa dad^uiiUel^I)^ 

jMH^te the StiCchdieii-^^^i^ikt^ and sfdiitter! i^iad die' 

Fb^ the miiie!^rcMUMKi.8tdQt Riii^^ 

hnmtfA the t^mtipct «f Anthliyky Fdn GcirlMr^iiBtilid 

vimte aad> 9<niiid»4»daa»9f4tflia«U%ihto «f fdi^ 

kiiecMld cladmir; : i:I1»iieH^rtii .Abokim it ftnttb^^iritbii 

pttiiifytio itiiili <^ twwHi tilwtwli , ■gliwfl^ aiid'iiMiitiuil«tlte 

rfgJMi TookgilwttTfailiBttiJn^jlte gM^^lilie rUbUt^jand 

- Long httiigilie'eoiitaBt dovbttd^ 4tir tbo^tf 1m^ 

water thrown oaa-iinMpi^iAi^b^mgmMBI^ 
tftkifttiUBt' finr-ft' momeht, tar rcftiim > whh tJESifiM ft«5^ to 
^ taharge) bdUbaiiriiig <^^ 

ilw^bea. JuiiA4^thtt jmictiiMe.waa sieeiia%«al«Bdi^^ 
-Mtttbm- oi'iauke^ diMky^rdipug lewardi A» Moae^f 
liklle^ ¥4iidi for « wUle aiade emi ]^ 
4ip 4ikBjf their jawMs jft nmtti <igtoniriwiait ; bct{ther«ilMfcAr 
« ilftonieiit disparwng the*iiiiiikj dood^ fiKNttthe^iMcbt 
-thereof ' eiOiMgiid die fiauiHrag banner of die. inaiiwHit 
-Michael iW; Thb hoUe chioaiAi <^<»» ftMfaad^^i^ 
leading a solid phaknx of o^fstohrM Aurodian^ ^wto hi«l 
t— M»niid Uhi|id,'piurtfy a& a!cdy]i# dr retcree, eiKb|pA«djr 
to digest die «MhB0ii9 ^nner diey had eatte* ^^Tbeae 
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.AAfkdymM^ibit proteotuig diities iRAe analog rlK^Wf 
AmrtMaiii^iiiud^ uiithiiiMk^ljr left «U fid^ tolisDqft 

p0i of be^/ir*dbnefi]l caiB^tieii^^ 
tbrbdy^tke^ItMlapiaDdenl. Scttdeljr Iwditlieii^rmido* 
b£ die :ptti8a^tfPawi:iitt«aeA^>tlie;i^:^^ brfbi^ 

^tftw)drg»iin8teiicted by thetaoliiiiiig Haain^y krf^hd. )» 

A^indksHbM^ lite /Tiittaiili J>uf^ 

<bom1o£siKrlmlii;t tlaflM8i4a(^ 1kinm^a^<mk9ff»^m 

dMrjamd^batuitr^ tm wiaA il^giBbliHioiW^ vllWf ^igM><|0 

fjidk>up jMr: ^piHto^ ibdipffesfwgtQ^rthttirffimfi ,ap^ 
jMir/fc^>^|rin^: j»Mc$i:^^^ jyj^iurt^tiMlt jNmtJgiooii^ 

J hiMMfcr idid bet Fpair.aft^ ^na^tr^craant wmttioi^ Pl^tuV 
mi^MJHi^ ari^tHiidloop alt;di4^ib# steiB .A^elbiliil^.wbeii the 

^ihMkskefiit 0f ibe.iE^ Then did 1^ d^^ay sonie^ ai^ 
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iw> i iilii j iiilB l ii4«fet»^Aiii ^iridt^fldMek^MlMahTtke 

^iMi fofihiid, diWngrtU Swedes^.likiiKkgBi ii|l»itlMin 
own ditch; but as he feariess^:«dT«MQdy.rj|lKi;ft«) ly^ 
raiHhgt>iMiC8 oAkh doii) iipon the tdtdda^ uhtrk, 
iVKtiigcd liploii Ui ]«ary 8iid(hiii^;iqNmr)fti$<fliiiiiej9iMi 
fetfKbt perik ilgye en(% fikredc^ «dTipMiiigi^rii% oA «• 

'-'iWie sis 4^ltkrfi6ift ^Mli^^Mlftii gmsd^imrii^iBgtfnin^ 

€h^ fi^ i^'dM^idor hffr#£tif^4qMni<liie tmadntcMii^iSiMhi 
The nd^^'BMte VBtkt^m^aiiiifiMf^ la^ B^ t ^ t'hdtifh^ 
¥Ji^^-PeMs m&tttngls&a by^^imoMimt^A^ tint 

Sfliigledifrdffi' hk'lieMl^^-^MAli) wbcoreson caMpOlsp P 
i*b«fred%e, «<h^^is'«l4ittt!illk^ fli^4>f tlwe'l^ 

So saying, he whirled hi^ tnisiyi«#«n^ >Mid HMdk mMam 
tiM VdUld hor^ decApAtaMil Um, Ittd hci^ ^UkwifttertaSy 

At Aat^vety il^lfi^ a^ i^iiti^illg NH^qiiiblttk^ fittclNid 
od die dtuMdk df «- Mi^bbidi^^ ^lA^^^ 

Vesant IT wtiM^'^bst'«6'1tifciittt idle ^^8^^]^ A^df^^ ^imA 
^t'ttite ^#att3tfh}' Mki^irvl[^>^d(tiyid^'iMi|>p^^«^^ 
H^ gbrters,^sa:#'die great peMt'tlfher fiivottfitti'^^ ttd 
^t^kp^died'^d Boreas wiihJd^tikU<n^,Wik>, ill d^^^ 
^dk dftime, jtbt as ^the dir^ matdi dddeiideti^'l^ 
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9il% gMB wffbii^liidcj bliMl.aSiUewraU the inimiiigfri* 

$ititqfii% the biittfo^ fircmt tih^ : t^ ^^tlfe mTeliii» 

psHBOfkt^ hk ftithfia laro^ bwg^ibfifttfiqj and^ldfilQ^ 
by file midiiGSife Feter* I.iai^iiiigc»)ciii^Mdi«^ifae the 
dMiler wilfa mUdi be wuBsemA atdi«>8igbt;^ B^ MkjL 
. ftn «,. moment^ to dhbuclb^'Uaiisdf iitf .fiirts 
anftthofais; aodthcodmwiaghk itemeMunUtf 
fcilJAimiyitrrffed. dqim tolbe fi^ 
901110 0iloh-thiiBdedb^ atHd^ te Jnpiiur is said b|f, He m A 
Id hate taken, when he strode domt the a|AiereSf ta bitfi' 
Us Anoidibohs «£jtbe Tituis.. . 
. . NQt8ocbM9 didilbeie two nralihelMiM coiiieJboe'to>&efl^ 
tlMi& &^ cfKih laade A peodi^^oiutfilfiii^ s^ is svidd 
hy .ymir waoe^^spwencGA stage-^tihaiBpmis*^ Tbm did 
^h^ regvd etdi adier tok alKiment iridi bi^ 
two ftriom sM&HMtfci ^tt'die veiy pc^t tif a -d^^ 
Tfato did they Ituxiw thetesdives in oAe attitilGk^ thW' in 
mMhffti stvildBg their sftmrdti on the gnmndy ^filit on 4ibe 
fight si^ then on tibe left; atJnrt, at it tkqr W€»t» Jik» 
fite hundred houses on fire ! Words cannot tdl th« 
pr0digie& of stoaogt^ andrvuloiit dlqiiayed m» this dir^M 
i^ewi^ter-r-AO eoMimter, ^oo^iB]^ 
bii|de$ af AjA witbHectoe, of Eneiis wH^ 
jwidh RodoinoiJt, <Sruj^ of Warwiek with Ciolbrand/tbe 
OiMie^ or fof that Moowned Wtibb knig^^ 
Jdountaiiis with the giaal Ouykm, were a)l genife spoot$ 
and kriklay irecreatkati. * At l^^tb the ^aliint Peten 
wiitebilig his oppcnrtiimty, atriied H feaifiil Upw^ wiA the 
Ui intentioa erf* pleating bis adversary to the Ytij^ chine; 
Wt Hiiipghy ninddy itoising his sword, wacdad it off a$ 
namnriy^ that glancing oa one side, it diaved «ray a 
bbge canteen that he always carried swung oa one sUa; 
thence pnrsukig its titanchant course, it severed aS a deep 
caa&pbdtet, stcMied with bread and cfaecuse; all which 
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jhinties^ roffii]g']BiiK>iig'=t|ie-iuniiies, oocattkMMd a Cearfbl 
scrambling between Ae Swedes and Dntchmen)^ aiid madi^ 
die general bifrttle-to waxten^tidiesnioreiuifioiisAaneier. 
' Eoragi^ to see his mifitaiy stores thus wcfidljr IM 
waste, the stoat lUsingh, eoUeoting all his forots, akMfdii 
niighly blow Ml at the hero's crest Ia Tain dMhis^ftbreef 
Ujtdie cocked4iat c^^se its course; tlie bitfag iH»A'd&^ 
through the st*bb(M*n rani' beav^, dnd woiM^ infidMUf 
have cradsed his crown, but that the AvBl was of sadi: 
adamandne hardness, that the brittle weapdn ahi?md&lo 
pieo», shedding a thbusimd sparks, Ifte beams' of 1^017^ 
ifoimdiiis grisly yisage. • «*- 

Stmmed with the Mow, the TaltantPleter reehld, tmrned 
1^ his eyes and bdudd fiffy thousand smis^ besides moons 
and stars, dakicing about die -firmament :-at length, liassii^ 
his foodi^, by reason <rf* hiswooden 1^,'down he came, ad 
his seat of honour, with a crash tlmt sfaoolc the sibromidhig 
hills, and would infidlibly luvre wtadied his-' onatomiod 
igrstem, had he not be^i recetred into a ciishioii softer tfaah 
velvet, which providence, 01^ Miherv% or ^St• Nicholas 
GT soAie Undfy cow, had benevokndy prepared ibr fafis 
reception. ' ' * 

The ftirfous Risih^, in desp^ of that noble mi^idm, 
cherished by all true knights^ that << ftir phty is a jew^V* 
hastened to take advantage of die faeto^s &ll| but ju^ m 
he was stooping to give the &t3sl blow, the ev&t vigilant 
Peter bestowed him a sturdy thiwack over the sconce^ widi 
his wooden leg, that set some doz^i chimes <^bells ringlh)^ 
triple bobmajors in his carebellum. The 1>ew&dered 
Swede staggered with die blow, and in the mean dme the 
wary Peter, espying a pocket pistol lying hard by, (which 
had dropped from the wallet of his fiuthful squirt and 
trumpeter. Van Corlear, during his ftuious enoomit^ 
with the drummer,) diiscfaarged it fidl at the head of the 
reeling Risingh. Let lu^t my reader mi^ke-^ was not 
a murderous weapon loaded with powder and ball, hut a 
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' ^ttle sturdy stone pot4e» charged to the muade with ^ 
double dram of true Dutch couraffe^ which the knowing 
Van Corlear alwaysOTnei^bi^nmi by way of replenish-* 
im^ hi9 valour. The hideo^ missiye fl|ung. throijgh the ain 
^d Uxte.tp.iUc^urse^ as was the inight^ fra^pei^t of a 
xoc^i dischaxjged at.Hector b^ bully 4jax», e||countered the 
bilge head of the gigantic Swede with matchless violence* 
^5iliIl|l*Afi«^«^*W^ W«>w, itmM. th#^.ev^i^; iMifUe. 
II^h^.iftodsrpipifperiQi^ 0^l«ral Jan JUfMi^ m^F 

Ui^JM^^bire»iJ^b»5ok^^ linger hipiMi.df|^ik^ 

$g^ffp^imiiidf}ifp0U Im Titan &fm^%md he ; tumbled itp 
th# earth mih such tremendous vid^toic^ th^t pld F\^t9 
i^t^Aed wHh ^^Stigja^ ^ kM Im ^Imli Jm^j^ ^0ken. tiucf^iigh 
thci ro^.(^)uj^M»M} pato^. . t 

^i 111$, f^ w4si the s^Hcll of ckfotttiaiMi viptl)0;-^7-^Th^ 
^y^4^ gavb wS^y---^theI)uti;hi]^esspdi5^iwa<sdt-^e jSw^^ 
look to tkeir hecdb-dtbe Jblt£^,hotly ]pm^md$. Some entered 
iritb^tb^m) peU meli^thipugh:tbe saU^^HMt-^pjCbei^ stoar^ 
the bat^il».ii|]^othcars sq^Kil^ Th^ 

in a little while tLe jmf^vf^gnAble fqrti^esQ (^ Fpp^ Chrii;|(in§i 
idiic^ Mke.AUdther t^^ )l^\$tpod ai{i^ of full ten 
bourse wm finally ca^ed by Assault, without the Ipfus of » 
fffp^vmbjm i^ther 3id«.v Victory^ in the likens jpfj^ 
g^l^^c oxrflyt. saji |>ercbed npon the jpockedthftt of thp 
gfilmt Stuyvesant^ mditiWfiB nnivmi^y.deplaredt by 
«U the writes wh^n. he hired to write th0 hintpry pf 
his^ expedAtiont that on this memiorabl^ digr he gained.^ 
sufficient q^Mntity.of glCKry to nfnmortaUse a dpz^ qf tb§ 
jgiEeatest be«K$s. to ChristJendom ! 
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'. ' ■/ .'.vM . • i ,. ; .'; ;»ft::{-; ^y\:i'{ •.••.;];: vfniJ! L-M 

•. ■■ ' ' :'. ' '..'.■'.pmvx^^ viii' '■■ ■'' 'i!':'.'..- >V1'7 

Tfi which the author and the reader, mhue refosing after ^he 
, hattle,faU into a very grave, discourse — ^^ which isrecarHek 
the conduct ofPeler Stuytesdnl afidr Us ifieUHylJ ' ' ■ 

' T^AKKs to St. ]Ak^das,'wi6 Wemfify^teiyM^ 
lyemdidoiirbiiltle i - kn^^it'dmnj^i mf nK^rtfigrMidars'^od 
eo<rf oiiradves, fop I am IB a pi^idigioiiB'BWdAtvi^^ 
Traly thb %htiiigi>f battlea^k hot #drk ! |aMl;if your gi^i^ 
ootnmanderd did but know what trDttbtotbef^Te- their 
biatoriam, fhej wdiddnot hav« the odnaciance-W a«bteve 
so many horrible victories. Bni'ineithfaiks Hi^^oH^ re^]^ 
et* eon^laiiH ihialj throii^out ihk .boaated bacttl^^ th^ne is 
tiot-die leiftst slatfghter^ lUM^ia'Sli^e individnal mafam^ if 
we except the uiikapi^ SWede^ who was shmm <tf kis^uette 
b;^' the trenchant Made of Fietiey^/Stuyvesanti alLwhioh^ h« 
observes^ ifi^a great ontri^ge <m probabUi^^iaiclbil^y in* 
jurioos to ibe iirterest crf^ the narratiloB. 'il« ^ 

TUs is certainly an objedioB' of no little monben^;litiC 
it arkes entirely' from the obscurity that envelc^efi there* 
mote periods cl^ litne^ about whitk I have widertakciy ^io 
write; 'ftinsj though donbtlesisi, fr^m the.hnportance of 
Ihe object^ andtheprowessof the partied oonc^vn^y theisi 
must have biiin UrtHA^ carnage^ and prodi^^ of valdmr 
diqrfayed before'the walL^ of Qmstina; yet^ notwil^ftand^ 
hig that I hlive OMundied ^very .history, manv^ript^ «ad 
tradkion, touching this mtoiorablie, ihdugh long forgotten 
battle, 1 cannot find mention made of a single man killed 
or wounded in the whole afiieur. 

This is, without doubt, owing to the extreme modesty 
of our fore&thers, who, like their descendants, were never 
prone to vaunt of their achievements; but it is a virtue that 
{daces their historian in a most embarrassing predicam^ti 
for, having promised my readers a hideous and unparalleled 



Digitized by 



Google 



bittie^jaiMHiaiinBg w^ririd-tJUBBJ up mtb ftwailike aadbki^i 
thirsty state of mind, to put them off without^mif hwroevaili 
siaxf^ba, ribas.^a&bittec^ti Qiifappoiutipiieiit^^as to summdns 
« muhila^ of giMpd^ecpkttafttilei^aa'eaGCtonti^ thea: 
«nidly#baiifc'&tnni)yiar4fdrieni.: : V ^^ 

iVM therimexiu!di}te>fitt«B*«iily allowed me sduie half a^ 
accMiedeiidaiieBl Jiad'becfa ooptent; Ifor 1 irbuld luyveimad^> 
&i^ tach-fa^inas aiErmboimiM. m |]ic: old^ 
ma^m jEHm(mihit^axii^lyi'm Anyione of>«^oi% if* 

iMB£fitftjiifaBlievet tlmei tatkemfc mriler^ ltli4 poeto^, orald; 
M^i^fi^jaiiipes lUDe- dieep ibefiDipeliimyi and ccmquer 

• Bst^sfiBSig't^t I had notbisiagk life at 11131 ^iqpofa}^ 
dlilLi^{ii«laaidS;t«ie was'ta n^e tJbis' most 1 oirnld of sty* 
bHl&^ )b^ m^aH^ dTkkkls asd ot^ iatidf Jbmis^, and audt 
Vkt igOflke woutids» Aiid faerp I qaoiiot {»«: nm^ffiot mgi 
dijtfimBftyfaiiiomfi isovt, to Ihat of the divijie MStoay^.w^ 
haitkig^ moiytA^yyfkh saWmepreparatioii. his innuortal' 
hosM against eiM^ odter,;^i8 sadlji ]^t to ill, )m>w to managl^; 
liiyeim aiid.hoiir'hesliaU,malie>the end «if •hi»;balide.aiisw«r 
to the b^inning; inasmuch as, being ^Bici?e'iqEttri(ISy:he' 
cannot deiiiarmortal blow> toe eiren give afl[e^wptodto 
imjtof bi^* oombatanis* • 'For>'m7 part, .tbegreateat diffip^ 
cndlf^ I finmd, msi vA&kl had oiloeimt jaa)r.wai^8» iha 
paasioil^iaAd let/ them loos^ into 'the midit dTthei^eMm^,. 
lakecpthCTi from /doing! misdlief^ MaA}!^ a tpiehad^l; 
t#>^ilMtrtifai.the.:sl\irdy!Pfe*er,)from cldavaag ti .gigailtic 
Sanede toihe*'very waistband, or tfntttt^.halfia doate Ut^^ 
li^SditmB im his svord^ rUlQ^'sef amiy:;spaii»w& . And 
ifhmi l[llsf(iacstrSome'httiidffMb!of mis£d¥(il.':flyi^ in 4be 
ak> I didimit dare.to su£^ aneiof theili t»t orea^.tbei 
gUQimd^ l«it(it*.shoafal bwre pufc* augend it^asm^l uidudky. 

mten tlm»4i^a inartnetoctoiJiaTis hia bands Had, .and.b«si; 
iniuiiy Mipliiig lippoitemtifis. Ithadf to ririak.«t^ n^hesp.!* 
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BMghi iMUire nUde «s fine c^ dmMikMry asiOiijFJiiebordefiitf 
hifltmrynraoiig*!' '" ..-..!.. >;/.j/. •/ -i'.- 

- Ffixm my aw|l «qperi6ip^<il ^begiii to.doiibt JWMJt po^^ 
tendy^ c^ t)ie audieiiticitijr of :iiNil^:of Pmb^s* 8toiiG»4 nil; 
verily believe, that when. lieDfaa^ once latffitiiett'OileM<bCtaiv 
&vi(kufite iheroes !iib«i|bp a!ic»owd of &e ^csMon^t beicat 
down vMoxjf m^hone^i teiXom^ 

doiBgy tn^ejpting* thi^'he pmyieiited.& fiur nuoii^-^^fliid tb^ 
often a poQOr dcsril was sentJiogrim Plul^s*di»Qaiitt) iBerap*^ 
ly ^because he Ud a naine t&atiii^aidd givis a'Soiioriuig^tiiiii 
to a period. Bat I discliua^ allsiidi iinjjiriBcipled: Ubevi-' 
ties — let me but have truth ahd Itha law on' any aide^ • ibid; 
no flupi would fight lu^derthan inysdf t tmtjrihoa the'va- 
rioos' recbvds I consulted did ndt vFarsma^ kf -l^hsS tMi 
mwdi bonsdence^ kiU a single sdhAier.^^BySu Nicholasi^ 
1^ it would have been a prettytnece of busmdw;* My 
easamon^ the critics, who I foresee will be ready '«noiig&) 
to- lay any crime they qan discover at iny^OMv^B^ht fasve 
charged jne with muider outright; Imd I fthouid baw 
^teemed mysdf lucky to escape willi no harsh^ veardii^' 
than manslaughter. i i 

' And now, gentle reader, that we are tranqiii% sictilig» 
down h&e^ smoUng our pipes, permk me ta* indulge in a 
malanahofy^ reQectioii which at this mosMint passes tacroaa 
my. mind. How vainf hew* fleeting, how^noMrtaiii) ^arcr 
all diose gaudy. •biAibles afti^ which we are pantia^^ and^ 
toiling in tills worid of fidr delusions* The WeaUb wUohf 
tiie miser has amassed< with so many weary darf^'soaMorf 
sleepless nights* a spendthr^heb may squmder away iH 
joyless p^odigaUQr* The hcflblest monuments wfeo^ pride 
has^e^r ireafed to perpttuateia^name) the hanfl of ^ tioia 
wjm shortly tumble' into* ndfl^; and efmtibe brightest IsMs 
rels, gained by feats of arms, may wither fmd be«fiir>e«er 
Ui^^by.thechilting»^teotiof mankinds ^«Howm4ny 
ilkubiotts chett)«iay^ s^« the ^ot)dJBo9tius,'^<^ k^> were 
ohce the ptidslttbd glc^tbfi theiii^,'«lplh ^ siefeiee 4if 
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Aat^ iiittiibed' i^ie' Sfjiblrtlin^ ^mketv ihtj went 4o bbttte, so* 
M^tevttt^a^fir^d|ddf4>0'wctfdli]^<ife^^ llafi'itdHi^ 
tvbc^^ bf:{A«liSie«' hud riemamcd' im^mgi ' ' 'ktii sudfi toc^ 

imki^f gfiepped in and e^yatigd^hs^ name ^on the ilidifi^ 
Mt'taik^tr itf hkitoyy^ jubt as ifae caitiff *7%ne was sibndy 
Mnkhingiitw^ayforisvert ■ '^ .,..,• 

-NThe moref 'L veflec^ the'«a6r^ am I astc^nidh^ at tibe 
iiiit)Ol1»ilt (Aaracter of the histbt^oi. ' Ht ts^tfae novitdga 
eemi^fto ^^cide upon l&ei^enown oir iiifatny cfMsMixm*' 
nMOL Hiris t^ patron of Idngsr and eoo^erors^ on whom 
i^^d^oendg wh^dber they i^holl Iwe in. (after -agies, or be fonn* 
gcytten as Were'liieir ancekorg' befinre the9»w The iyrtoAt 
mpiytoppress^witiSe Ibe ob)«tt of his tyrattny eidsts ; but 
l9ie hii^odan possQBScs saperior nnght, for Ms power ex-* 
tends even' beyoiid the, grave. The shiMles ^departed 
and long fi^gotten* heroes di^ously bend down from 
abote^ wUie he writes^ wfrtdihig each movement of Ins 
pan« whether it<shill pasi by th^ names witii m^ect, or 
inwribe tfaem^'on: tiie dealdhless pages of mn&wm Even 
the drcqp of 4ikk that hangsF trepsibliag on h» pen^ which 
he mi^ eithe^dash upon the floor^ or waste In idle scrawl-* 
ii^^that very d^p, #hich to hte is liot^Mroith the twei»* 
tietb^pertr o^ a^^&rtliing, may be of^incaknfarible vabe lo 
soiM depafteid wottliy--^iiii^ elevate hatf a score, in' oiie 
Buinent) to immortality) who imM have grren' worlds 
badi^bey jxiaMaaed thc^^ ti:^ insure die gkmous meed. >" 
Let not my readers imagine^ however,) 'that I am in^ 
dti^fii^ in vain^oiioas boastifigSy or am einxibusto bbaen 
ftcdi'di^'i|np6rtanoe o£ my, ttHibe. i On:ihe cbntrary^-i 
ilamk wkem It^ieflect bnrUit apwrfii]' reipbnsibilily iire hiiN 
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idtii!w*Why, lei me adfiyiii$tijw> iDM]r>'iUu$larm^]Mii^ 
diil;< tefixii^di«m«el¥Bs^vi^(froin the^MtHMci^ n^^tlmr 
bmillQSt^-digbtiiig the grtte <rf bewttaFjiiiJto^hm^ 
sUnramite of finMne^ 'aad ^tposUigr^Miiscktva to^^lt 
nHMries of ' itftr:?*^ Why^ait^ kii^ dearfa|iiigmrtyiiyii> 4tipl> 
dqK)pdbiuig wbole covmtrioftFv^-Iii (SliQrts» ^al. iadhiMlr 
aK grieatimen, of all agiea^/iNBd ctantrteil^ to crauMt «o 
manjt vidorm and misde^d^^ aodibfliot sOrkiUmy ausmM 
upon mankind and on Aemselvis9» bnl liie«A«r9 hopeffkii 
Mtae historian will kindly td^etliemiillo riotm^ aadfild- 
mit them mto a eomet.of his Tolnmek . For, fa nhoirtf the 
mighiy objfict of all their toikyllieir htatiMf^ and pri^ 
vatioas, is nothbg hi^ immaHdl fam enfmi wh^ is. iaan 
mortid fame l^-^«— wby»half apflgeofdig^ptyei»4- ■ ■ ■ I 
Alaa I alas ! how. humili^tiiigt >tfae> ide>f>*»lfcat 4ihe reiiow» 
of so great a/ man as Peter Stuijrvesai^ skolihl depend up*' 
on the pen ofaolittle a mast as;Diedrich KfUfikerbookerl 
•> And no^ having refrieshedjoursely^aftei^ the fiit^ues 
and perUs of theileld, it. behoves vA to return: (moen^dre 
to the soene of conffie^ and inquire whi^ verei4he readbfis 
of this renowned oonquealw The fotlrtes: of > Qiristinar 
being the fidrmetn>pdl]s,.aBdWia manlier dietk^ to Dewi 
Sweden, it^ ciB|>tiue wcis* speedily follcyiMad'by tbe tttsr^ 
siib}ngation of the proime^» .Uluswait liot s' little pro*' 
moted by. the grilant and eotneona dtporteent of Acf 
ohifttfarie Pete& Though a ^nan .tenjble.in hatde, yet in 
the hour of .yict<^ wea he eiyfaied with a.^jhrntigenesNUiy 
mishnfiil, and humlme.r^He'^anted notiixTet* his eaemiea^ 
nor dkl he make defeat moife galling bj? umnai^/iotautoj 
fmt ISie that mimor of knightly ykttx^ the: ixmomied. JP^ 
ladinOiiandoi he was.mpre anxious todP<C?pe«<ietiptayEl^ 
iian to talk of them, after ^tiiey wiei^donOif fHefRi^im maiil^ 
to death ; ordered no Jhouses to be burnt dowai gMmittad 
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nfitmmig^ko* be perp«lratJBd>*Q|i like ppop^rfy «f tUe^mir 
4|iii8lied; and even gave one of hisbnivest*aActal'a8&Vefe 
atiaiMtiAQm ^ith^iiB waUdagi^tafiy fiir having'l^een.xletected 
ki'dieact.dffiacldnga hennroosti / . . 

' He inor^Ovitf ^issued ii: piiochil^ 
lutants to mibmit to the authbiilgr 4)f their higl^ in^& 
BtoeB; bu& dechvingi with Hiiexav^led.clem«K^ tibfcit 
iUfbaettr ii^fiised sbookl be l<klged at the pid^ iexpena^ 
itta goiN% tAstle provided for "the porpose, end have ab 
atoed relitiujQ towidt on them in the bargain^ laondaet 
qvieobe of ^thefie ben^u^ebt p9ma», about thirty' Swedoi 
Mq^pfl^ ma»i]lly^oyiimrd and took thex>athof aUegianee; 
in reward Sar which they were graciously permitted to te^ 
a|ain'<m the^bahka ol Ae^JOekware^ where theur desoend* 
aintjs^ reside at this* very day4 Birt I am. told fay divms 
bbftertant laraftaUers, that thcly^have nf^yeibe^i* able to get 
bver the ehiqpM&lleb looks' ai tkar aneest6ssy and do still 
imaeoountiAly transmit fiom fiither to son^maniftbt marks 
K^ikti sottildM^ldMiin^ given (liem by tibe stmrdyi Amateif- 
dommers*'.' ,-■' • . / 

The idtole- eountary of New Sweden havii^'tbvs yieUed 
to- the arms it^ the triumphaiit^ Peter^ was > reduced i to a 
e<doBy called South Rives^ and pbced'unda^the superior 
ti^ftd^ice of a Ueutienant gov.enH^; sdbject to the* eontrol 
of the supr^ne govemiment at New-Amslerdain» Tins 
^ieat digi^tfiry wto€»Ued MyiAeer Wiiliam Beekmata, or 
tfi^ier Aedb-ma^ who derived hiscSumame^ as did Ovidius 
iiBskifofyotei'fi^ia the lordtf dio^ensions of his nose, which 
|>r<]geoted firi^H thecenti^ of his^sountenance, like the beidL 
of a parrot He^ was lint gt^eat progenitor<of the tribe of 
the Beekmans^'iyne(^ the' most ancient addihonouraUe 
fionilies of the province, the members of which do grate- 
fully commemorate the origin of their dignity, not as your 
noble fiumlies in Enj^bod would do, by Jiaving a glowing 
proboscis eniUlttSoned in their escutcheon, but by one 
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and ay^ warfaigMa riglit go(kU}FJMis^.st|iekiia die>!^^ 

middle -of tb<br»&Ge& • -'-:[ u» ,,.. . . . ,\,r.i - / up 

i: Thnt THiff thiff pr rilnin ntitrrpriir fllaiifmlj tgrflMiicriL 

with the loss of only two mep: Wo1£m yua Hcnm^ i^ 

tall spai^ man, who was knockqi ovartKMurdvby.tbe bOom 

ef a sloops in a flaw lof wind; and&t Brotn yan.Bmpmfj^ 

w1k> waa.saddenly oanied joff by ap ]iMiigbs^i9ll:JiolbN 

howerei^ were immertftlised^ as- having; bray/^lgr 6i))c«ii^ 

die serriee of .thdr country. True it is, IVtt^ ^Sto^^v^imt 

had one of his limbs terribly .firHptored, being ^hatleDodta 

pieces in the act^of st<»aning :the..f<nrtces&; .bliti«s ^.WMfS 

f<Nrtunately faisi wooden kg, ^e iiroimdiwASiprompllly.Md 

effectually, healed. .. ii/i.- ,. ; i/- ..' : mI 

1 And now nothing remains to dils brandi of my thistor]^ 

but to m^ntjon, thatthis immaculate hero,, and bis victorir 

OQs army, retumed joyously .to:the Mii^birttQi^ marcbiDg 

bnder the shade of their Jaurels,. asi did::tbe;£rilQiif^i3s.i^ 

yeung Malnohn, under ^e moving. fi>Desfb of JDuTiripftlifti 

-Thus did tb^ make a a<4(tam^alid trimtqptortifpUry.uito 

New- Amsterdam, bearing with them the conquer^ Ri* 

sin^, and the remnant of his bcittered cre^vf, wbo h#d re- 

fiised allegiance* For it appears that the gigaiitif^ Swed# 

had only fidlen into a swound, at the end pf the battle 

fix>m whence he was sp^sedily jrestpredtby a :wholesD|pe 

tweak of the nose.' ... 

These captive heroes were Ipdgedt acco;rding to tbe 
promise of the governor, at the public expense, in a ^ 
and. spacious castle; being the prison of stated of which 
Stoffel Brinkedboff, the immortal conqueror of Qystev 
Bay, was appointed governor^ and which ha§ ever sipce 
remained in the possession of bis descendants,* 



« Tfatg cmU^ thou^ T«7 much alttted and inodeniiaed» is itaU.in 
being, and stands at the oomer of PearU(raet« ftci/ry Coentle's stip^ 
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: It was k pleasant and gobdly sight to witness the joy of 
the people of New- Amsterdam, at behdding their warri- 
ors, owce more returned ftom this war in the wilderness. 
The dd women thronged rowid Anthony Van Cdrlear, 
^ho gavfe the whole history of the campaign with match- 
kfifa accoracy ; saving that he took the cre^ of fighting 
the whole battle himself and especially of vanqnishing the 
stout Risingfa, whi<^ he. considered himself as clearly 
entitled to, seeing that it was effected by his own stone 
pottle. 

The schoolmasters throughout the town gave holiday 
to their little urchins, who followed in droves after the 
drums, with paper caps on their heads, and sticks in their 
breeches, thus taking the first lesson in the art of war. 
As to the sturdy rabble, they thronged at the heels of Pe- 
ter Stu}rvesant wherever he went, waving their greasy 
hats in the air, and shouting « Hard-koppig Piet for 
everr 

It was, indeed, a day of roaring rout and jubilee. A 
huge dinner was prepared at the Stadthouse'in honour of 
the conquerors, where were assembled in one glorious con- 
stellation, the great and the little luminaries of New- Am- 
sterdam. There were the lordly schout and his obsequi- 
ous deputy — ^the burgomasters with their officious schepens 
at their elbows — ^the subaltern officers at the elbows of the 
schepens ; and so on, to the lowest grade of illustrious 
hangers-on of police ; every tag having his rag at his side, 
to finish his pipe, drink ofi^his heel-taps, and laugh at his 
flights of immortal dulness. In short, for a city feast is a 
dty fisast all the world over, and has been a city feast ever 
since the creation; the dinner went ofi^ipuch the same as 
do our great corporation junkettings, and fourth of July 
banquets. Loads of fish, flesh, aiul fowl, were devoured, 
oceans of liquor- drank, thousands of pipes smoked, and 
mahy a dull joke honoured with much obstreperous fat- 
sided laughter. 

2 Q 
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I nuaat not cmt to mention} that to this fiur-fiuaoed Tic- 
tary Peter StUjnresant was indebted for another cf his 
manytitles; for so hugely delighted w«:e the hcmestbui^gh- 
ers with his achievements^ that they unanimously ho- 
noured him with the name of Pieter dt GrooAf that is to 
say, Peter the Great, or as it was translated l^ the peo|^ 
of New- Amsterdam, Piet ie Fig^^^a appdlation which 
he maintained even in^ the day of his death. 



END OF BOOK SIXTH. 
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dOHTFAINlNG THE THIBD PA«T OF THE REiaK OF PETER 

the rsadstronci'— his troum-es with the british 
nation; and the dbclike and faix of the dutch 

DYNASTY. 



CHAPTER I. 

How Peter Stmgveeani rMeved the sovereign people/rom ihebur-^ 
then of UMmg care qf the noHon — fvUh eumkrjf partieutare ef 
his condmet in time tf peace* 

The history of tibe reign of Peter Stayvesatit furnishes a 
.melancholy picture of Ae incessant cares and vexations in- 
separable from goYemment; and may serve as a solemn 
warning, to all who are ambitious of attaining the seat oi 
power. Though crowned with victory, enriched by con- 
quest, and returning in triumph to his metropolis, his ex- 
ultation was checked by beholding the sad abuses Aat had 
taken place during the short interval of his absence. 

The JH^ulace, unfortunately for their own comfort, had 
taken a deep draught of the intoxicating cup of power, 
during the reign of William the Testy; and though, upon 
the accession of Peter Stuyvesant, they felt, with a certain 
instinctive perception, which mobs as well as cattle pos- 
sess, that the reigns of government had passed into strong- 
er hands; yet could they not help fretting, and chafing, 
and champing upon the bit, in restive silence. 

It seems by some strange and inscrutable &tality, to be 
the destiny of most countries, (and more especially of your 
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enlightened rqmblics), always to be governed bjr the most 
inccNnpetent man in the nation; so that you will scarcdy 
find an individual throughout the whole conununity, but 
who will detect to yim imnnneralde errdrs in administra- 
ticm, and convince you in the end, that had he been at the 
bead of affairs, matters iprovdd b^tve^ gone 4n a thousand 
times more jpvosperously^v - Strange I that gov^nmienty 
which seems to be so generdl^y understood, shomld ifnra- 
riably be so erroneously administered — strangey that the 
talent of legislation, so prodigally bes^wed, should be de- 
nied to the only man in thftjiation to whose station it is 
requisite I 

Thus it was in the pfe^i||ijttn$ttidee, not a man of all the 
herd of pseudo-politicians in New- Amsterdam, but was an 
oracle on .to{»cs4>f state, and Could Ittve directed {JuUic 
affiiirs inccHOEiparably bett^ than Pet^ Stuyveaant. But 
so severe was the old governor in his dispoirition, that he 
would never suffer one of the multitude of able counse- 
lors by wh<mi he was surrounded, to intrude his advice, 
and save the co^untry from destruction. 

Scarcely, therefore, had he d^>arted on his expedition 
agaiast the Swedes, than the old fiu^ticms of William Kiefif s 
reign began to thrust their heads above water, ^tad to g^ 
ther together in political meetii^,, to discuss «« the slate 
of the mition." At these assemblages the biuy burgomas- 
ters and their officious sche{)ens made a very condderable 
%ure. These worthy digniliaries were no longer the firt, 
well fed, tranquil magistrates, that presided in the peace- 
ful days of Wouter Van Twiller. On the ocmtrary, be- 
ing elected by the pec^le, they fiarmed in a manner astur- 
dy bulwark, between the mob and the administra^tm. 
They were great candidates for pc^ukr^, and strenumis 
advocates for the rights of the rabble; resembling: in dis- 
interested zeal the wide-»mouthed tribunes of andtent Bjome, 
or .those virtuous patriots of modem days, emfduUaci^ 
denominated << the friends of the peojpieJ" 
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' Under^liifetlihitmtrfttheak pii^imd'«p<ditioiaii8, it ittii* 
tMiykkig Mo«i^sodU€]ii^'eBl%htened.d^^ givinkhvniillilii^ 
becfuiie^^'iR mirttefers^abaiTd Aeb ^omprdienaiolls. Gob^ 
blets, ' talkers^' *adiditailqrs /alV'ab'once^iftlt4lite§eh^«s^ 
4iii«dy ^¥kk tlbose TieHgioiis idiots, in the gloriotar ttote^'of 
idbnlddk iUudiimtion ; ^aaif wiflH)til*alij^ 
eicperiettcey beeamd insteintly leiq^^ 
moY^cpcnts^cfigo^ertiiiient; ^Nor amst I^ne^ect toni^- 
tUHtamonber of supendiniMti^^ wroBguheaded^old bmrgb^ 
ers,. who faaddoMie over when boys,^ iti the crew of die Ooeie 
Vrmw^ aad were hdd lap; as ki&UiUe orades^by'theen* 
lightened mob. To^ snp|>dsi: that a man: who had helpied 
todiscover aoountry didiiot kii€)E# how tt ougbtto bego* 
vemttd, ivas pii^pojE^erooB in die extreikie. It i^oiild have 
beeft deemedas inubh a 'heresy, «s atthe^f)teigientiday to 
cpiestioix.tke poHti^'taleiits, and Hmversalin&lIibiHty, of 
our old w.harote of 'W— and to doubt limfhe who bad 
fought for a govermnent, ho^vever stupid h^ migbt'nattH 
rally be^ was not conif)etinitto fill any station under it. ' 

But as P^ier Stdyvesssit had a singular inclination td 
govern his province without^the as«^i«tance of his subjects, 
he felt highly koleeil^ed oift^ys' rehim to^nd the fobtldus 
iq>pearaiice they had assumed dttHng Ms absence. His 
.forst ^(leasure, diei^orei was to r^^^r^ perfect c^der, by 
(MTOstrathig l|^ dfgiiity (^ the ioti^i^ign people. 

Hea^Klrditlgly wc^ed^his tdpportunity, and iofneeven^ 
ing, when life ^eiy^heenediAob was gathei^ tidier, lis^ 
tiling to a'patridde speech. £ik>]B^ an inspii'ed cdbUer, d»e 
intrej^ Fetter j lik^ his gieat Aaine^ake' of all die Russdas^ 
ail at <»ice iappelired knotig th^nii Wkh a cbUntehande isu^ 
fident to petrify a ikiillstGne/ The wliole meeting Was 
thrown into €$6Ml^rnatiidii-^tfae 6tk\x3nt i^eitledtb h«ve re* 
ceived a parafydc ^iMlkk in tfee very ttiiddle' of k sublime 
seuri^eiioe,' luad stciod Aghast with opc^n ihoutb andtrembUng 
kneesy whiktthe'wi^ds htirror ? tyi*^nny 1 lib^rtylii^ts ! 
taxes ! death ! dedtrticdon I tmd a deluge of odierpatriodc 
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phrases eime roaring from hig diroat, before hti bad 
fkmer to close bis lips. The shrewd Peter took no^Mtkw 
ef the skuttciDg throng aroimd Iiim, but fldvandi^ to Ibe 
bnirffaig boHy^niffidn, and drawing out a hi^ sihw w 
idiich m^t have served in times of yore as a town^^dodiEy 
ud which is still retained by his descen^bhts as a fiuniif 
cilriosi^, requested Ae orator to mend it, wad s^ k going. 
The orator humUy confessed it was utterly oi^ of his power^ 
as he was unacquainted with the nature of its ccmalmctiom 
<♦ Nay, but," said Peter, " try your ingenuitjr, man: you 
see aU the springs and wheels, and how easily the dumsl' 
est hand may stop it, and pull it to pieces ; andwhyshouU 
it not be equally easy to regulate as to stop it?' The 
(orator declared that lids thide was ^idiolly different, I^ was 
a poor cobUer, and had never meddled with a watch in 
his lift. That there were men skilled in die art, whose 
business it was to attend to those matters; but for his port, 
he should only mar the wcwrkmanship, and put the whide 
in confusion—" Why, harkee, master of mine," cried Pe^ 
ter, turning suddenly upon him, with a countenance thAt 
almost petrified the pitcher of shoes into a perfect lapstcMie 
«— « dost thou pret^id to meddle with the movements of 
government— to r^ulate and correct arid patch and coIh 
Ue a comi^dated madiine, the princi|^ of which are 
above thy comprehensicm, and its sii£i^^t op^aticms too 
sabdefodr diy und«-standing, wli^i thou canst not coif^ 
a trifling error in a ccxnmon piece of mechanism, the Hiheit 
mysteryiof whidi is opm to thy inspection ?— <HeSKe mikt 
thee to the leather and stcme, which are embkms c^ d^ 
head; coUi>le thy shoes^ and ccmfine thyself to the vocal^fflt 
for ^i4iich heaven has fitted thee — But," elevating his voic^ 
until it made the welkin ring, " if ever I catch thee, or ai^ 
of thy tribe, meddling again with the affiiirs<^govaimient 
— by St. Nicholas, but I'll have every mother's bastard <rfye 
flea'd alive, and your hides stretched for drum-heads,.tbat 
ye may thenceforth make a noise to some purpo2>e !" s.!' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NEW.YORK. 9X1 

r r This tbxetiXi md the trer*eiid0aa voke in wl^ich ityfm 
vtiecedf caused the whde mvyititude to qoake with &»i* 
Tl» hfiir lof the orator rose on his bead like Us oivo 
iwiae's. bristly and not a knight of the thimUe presait 
bat tos heart.died within him, and he Mt as though he 
conld ha^ y^rily esciqped through the e^ of a^iieedle. 

Bi]^ though this measure produced the d^ikede^^iH, 
reducing the community to order, yet it tended to inju^ 
t^e popularity <^ the great Peter ampng the enlightened 
vul^jar* Many accused him of ent^rtainitig highly amU}^. 
cri^^C sentimeut$, and of leaning too much in fi^vour.of 
th^pi^caans. Ind/ee^ there a{)f>eared to be some grounds, 
for such ^m mususation, as ha always carried himsdif with 
a. very lofty, soldier*like port» and was somewhat partiour, 
hu: in hJB dressy dressing himself, when not m uniform, in 
simple but^ rich tq^qparel ; and was espedally noted for hay- 
ing his jsound leg (which was a very ccmely one) a}wayi» 
arrpiyed in a red stodring, andJughrheeled sho^.: l^ioiig^ 
a man of gre^^ siippUcUy of manners, yet there was soiufv? 
thif^ about him that repeQed rude fiuniliarity^, while k 
epcouraged £rimk, and evi^ social intercourse* 

He lU^ewise observed Sjome appearaHoe (^ court ceis&* 
mony and etiquette. He received the conumm dbss.of 
victors OB the stoop * heiore his door^ acdHrding^to the 
custom of our Dutch ancestors. But when visitors w^re 
fiurmaUy received in his piudour, it was expected they 
would i^qpear in clean Uueni by: np means to be bam 
footedy-and alwi^s to take.thdr hats off. On public oe« 
isasions he appeared withgreat pomp of eqiqpMge^ (&r ih 
trju^, his st^cm required a little show and d^ity,} and 
always rode to churdi in a yellow wa^ion, with flaming 
i^^d wheels. 

These qrmptcmis of state and cer^osbony occasioned oc»« 



' •■Properlj spelled rteeh: the porch oommonly built in ifront of 
Hutch houses, iriUi benches on each side. 
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AtorrfJe.diflccmtettt ^nmmiy the lydiygv TlMj^acLbeeH 
atMKtMwd to find easy^^iooasB to^lbeir fonlMr^^iiiiraMi^ 
and in partkular- had Uved oa^tenKM"Of «iitranie fiynifaiv' 
ily iiriA WiUiun th« Te$^^: Tbay tbarefove :w(ere-imy 
inipatieAtof tbesa dignifi#d«p*ecatilkaw,'whkh«cb9oo«ni|^ 
ed iHtNuim[k But PeUr Stuyv^sa^ faut tus* ovB^^vi^^ 
thinking in tliese matt^v and.^Nna»«'8ta«i^riiphidde» of 
liie dignity <tf<xffioe. 

Ha alimys-majiMaiiied that ga¥«nBBent tQ' Wtbe kitfl 
p^Mdar, ^H4iich48*niost*op«&'to p«^uku^'aoee8frandcoii^ 
trol ; and that the very bnwwkrs against ceiurt careraony, 
and the, reaerve of anm^^in- p^yweis would soon demise 
rdbrs among whiMnthttyfound «ve& themadves^to be of 
oMseqvmce* Siieh, atkast, hgdbeai the caae with the 
adniimslmtion of William 4he-T>sty ; whi, bait cm mak* 
ingUmself popular,- bad liflit^ed< to- eveiy maa'fr adino^ 
8i#erad every body to >haf?e admittance to his person at 
aQthonrs; and,' hi* a w^r^^ tiieat^d ov^ fone as hisihe- 
roa|^ eqofd.^ By thismeaiifr era^-sernb politiciim, aad 
pnUie biurf body^ was enabled to measnie wits with him, 
and to find out the true dinansicras, not -only of^his per* 
son, bat his mindi'— AQd^what great man oan stand such 
scrutiny? 

It is the myst^ that enval<^>e8 great men, that gives 
them half thm^'greatness. We are always indined-to 
think l^^ily-of these who h^ themselves aloof fioom onr 
enunination* Hiere is. likenise a kind of snperstiti<nis 
r s ffcr a n a O ifor ^iflBcer which leads -us to ^u^;gerBte the me* 
rits ai|d a)i4iti^ of men jnpovi^er, imd'toi suppose thit 
tkay must jbe oonstttiMttd ^ferent fit>m other men. Aiid^ 
indetd^ fidth is a$ necessary in politics as in rd]^gi<m. It 
certainly is of the first importance, that a country should 
begoranedby wise men; but then it is almost e<)pially 
important) that the people should believe them to be wise; 
for this belief alone can produce willing subordination*,: 

To keq> up, therefcure^ this desirable confidc^njcw^ ii| 
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niknh.llie.fpeopl(» sbookl be alk»Md U> me bs Mttl« of 
tteoifM pd8siMci#. Ifo^iwlk^fpdiis acecin.to ciilml^ 
finisiifl^feyiiirfMfcfcd&ihhtfsg^ the W!f^M^ia pyifem^d* Ht 
disoovers that there is qiftdcerj m t^llitieii^ as w^ m 
iiieTei{fr tiling* itlie; thaiiaany n mewntMfy whick isispp- 
poAed-l^ tfai^ itiiUsim to be the result of igmat wiadom tod 
de^ ddl]berat)i3i% is thie effect of m«re idiasee^ or (lediwips 
of h^iivrbraiiied elqperiid^iLr-^That nikf^haf^thesr FhW 
aiidenwtf^iM'vi^lMi^th^ ttleii, m4 afteratt «l^ Ppt s0 
uNwIeiAlty «q^erkirilo thmr jMiowtcPeiKlHr^ as he al&«it 
imf^Md;tsiiiQebefilMl8 that evtti his own o[^aioiis hive 
bflid:8Mile<wei|^withthettu Thus^awesubsiilesiatocail- 
fiekace^ oooAldemie insfayes fiieiilianty, and fiuaiUariigr pro* 
duces cooHi^lipt* . Peter JStuyvesantt on ^e ocmtmry,. by 
canfhiotiii0JN^i%s€i)f mth di^i^ and }^^^ims> w^ i^ck^ 

feorrmy^thli^ l^Ciii^, thie paUip^iw^grsrigi^e him ^ctf^ 
for vmy: pptofpfUKi iww- Rvery napF^Bo^tt however m 
ttaoaioallgr ^ilHpipafti^fit^ wi^ami^circf specul^ and 
his y^r^^stfi^MBg fl^cuk^ some respect^ 99 beii^g 4^ 
fiBifpit irc^ the stoduii^ 

. ;To ^es^ tipeft m^^e refer the rise of f^mif pfUeji^^ 
fyd«toC9^,,di!^tiq€[tic)pg^^^ « and NIM^ IfMin^ jbt|t V^Ofc 
baci^wjilh; T^^^fenpe to.t;he early ^d^tp^ ic^JAkos^ migky 
Jt^tc^ fapiuliic^ whioh jb^.^ itake^ su^iv^^o^roi^ rcsat> a«4 
bplfpQi<^ wjt.Jfo lujs^^ir^tly in ojor state. I^he bk^ 
9J^<^ b|u»;^owe4 d9^ upoo^itaminated tIwo|i^ a stiqoes* 
i^.c^fite^y, virtiMmsg^ia^ siio^^tbethnes^^ 

patriai^s qf ^:;;opmii^^ certai^y be pui;^ ja^ 

FP?%, ' And if; fp, iben «e t^e Vnn. jR0n9^er% ^ 



^ In a work |N^bli8hed ffian^ years after .^he ^time here ti^eate^ of, 
<!in 17(» by C. W. A. M,) it is mentioned that Fi«derick Fhilipse was 
isounted the richest Mynheer in New-Tork, ahd was said to have ivAoIr 
hogthtads of Indian money or wampum; and had a son and daughter* who^ 
l^ffsrij^g to.^^t Qutoh oustoip^ abotild diTi^if e^uiJly. 

*2 R ' ' 
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sMbe nmk mfmiMa}g 4gares in algebr«»^liili^>*lkii«i 
UiiMied itom a dandng^ masterin Rott^rdMtiiPi/WliMli^r - 
die inui too miknati^to Joiii(flh% lier feet^ X3¥^wheihkt[ 
ikud yagBboad Z^fiKrirr' tbokldte Kbert^ of obtt^fit^ lii^ - 

ti«^ irhk^ ii^^lula Hoi havcf «igitt^ tf nl^de^^ 
Ale taaOib k n^mkvb^iqfek^ ^Aiale 

AB^mldy wfltf throM iMo gfeilHicb^iriRlQi, «^^^ 
oiMmtfy men^benw^re not ii iklfe i]^ed^>iud>Uie'gi3^ 
Peter himself irfiD^¥ili ti im^stf^^iijltjitf^^ 
MihioMUgtH/vduAys^miM^ '^ '^ » ^ _,,,.„..,. 

The sluvtaess of the female drosses, wMift^lttdtoMi^. 
lioiod in &8U611 W^r sinde tlJe^i^ of Waitoiii ^KMI; Ind 
teo^'oibtid^this^^; 'Mit'^ttd^ extiMw^ t#^^ 
iteadiit%^w{|&ti^ 

iMy reebtaltiaidM;' du^ ^v^ Sone idioiikP4)i^ flMi^^ 
#ith a doonciei to tl^ bottcMt^' H^^ 
dMfr bu&s, and i^^teedthe genOemta^ ^otidcL utetinoyAieeF 
ste{y iii daneit^, tiiM dniffle aMtiirni kiMl di^^ 
ibd fi>rbaife, urider' pain of Ur Mg^ displedsi^ 
hidy thencefortli to attempt what %as tetuMd^ «*Whibi^'« 
iugthegi-aces.*^';' ■ ,•••-"• ■ =>'.^- ^- <. i :u» ,.u 

These were llie bhly restHdions he ^ei^ te^ioied>iipo» 
tii^ i^ aitd illdb wete oc^i^dered l^ Aeitt>tti >^ntaadciA 
i[^|>ress^k^ liikl ^skted with that beeonni^ii^^iritdbq^ 
omiitSfoed by flie gfatitlfe seii whewfifver theft* piMiifi^tm 
mvAded.— hi feet, Peter Stay^^iJStttplaHJy pe«eefc^ 
tf he a^ttempt^ to ^vAh the matter any fiirthiBr^ <h«m Wm 
dahger of theif leating-offfi^^fiMits alto^edier^ a<»lflp»irti 
wii^ man, experienced in dife waj^s of womim, fae4|eld^ 
peace, and s^illiMdlhenievei'fl^^^^^^ 
^'cut tfceii^ cajw^ as high as'they plcrtkA ' '^ ' yv^t. 
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f..-,.', -jj; in , ..■;:i!i:v. .;i! v/Iir!*^ ]'<'•■,,, ,,. , ,,;'. :,:,. 
i«i<>l.<.. ■/■;•>/ r. . ,r;iir; i •"'«>/< ci .•"... -.iLvi:..-. ' '; • 
^...^ ••.MWri',-. . ?v.:eHAPTES.t'lij..-.,.v,-).. -.,' .. ,:,:•■, 
: s\ xUii uv'r f ,' -M« .J,'/.M*iy •• 1.-. ' '.. :Ii Kyf f' .. *. »,rr 

-j^iwi.'fartitf i wiiyiw gc y . miuasmried^ i^n m ih€ Mffili^HC^bintii 

ri: .* •,iir:< . ■> ■.-.'; m >' / "•:■ .- . ..; .' •, .S 

^koifk^ and if !■ bcf aottinwttirga injn]^ Jiolrebodings^'We 
aUUflia9o<aiiiii«rid of rboiinM* tordespatokm- Afe e0isiMi}g* 

n Ubliittb^oHle^tbniiiniiiitieS'as k is ¥#h 'Oeitain m^ 
dteBdnMli»ii wwIimJ Wj' diqy.h>v» at ^utooderfot fii<»lit|r at ge^ 
ib^m^-isiiabpeB^$eoAl luvrfe tismf^ ii^opaiic^y that those 
»t noat'iiaUe to geton who: Jm^ th^ le«at tal^ at get* 
lfal|^aiiftifli^^Biii.: 'Th]sii% doriirtea^ 0wiii§f (|q Uxe excessiTe 
taloiiv of '^thote 9tfitea9;lb]»ti have likewfbe aiaticed, tl^f^t 
du iwi^wBt tatadt)i:fa|;oveniahk <p^^ is idways most n^^ 
ratynpvhjm nipititonfiiied^t ivli&dit aoD^mitSr fMr^Ut^ vapoMTn 
ing so attlaaring^ inflktl^ states, Uttk men, wd ugly^Iitt)^ 

ii'lbn^'wlKiirQBe r^eots thattibepikyviiieecyflhe Mi^i* 

i«ha>iitaiits>tandr<itaj faistoriati^ i^as r^aDyi9C Q<> very gr^ 
^ndqiiMeefiiLdie'tyesiiaf.ithepX'esiof Uieiworld; thatrit 
Wibotilifedei^efedth oi^.ot^ to reward the trouble. 

afaHtiaiUngit, and'that itihid liQthipgito^^iptectfi^ 
wk^mrnotMfiiibOifWtffi sair^tM exceedii^g goodbefitiogi 

sfiddrdf ^findiBg^-in itshistory eitih^ battlq:<»r blop(]kh|Qij|y, 
orimy bthlsTjof tfi6se c^daimtlfs which give impoiiwce^ U^ 
a ,Tiaric% >inriltentetftiiiimeii<^ tQc jthg ref^d^« ^ 3ut» oiii the 
contnupyy ive/fiad^ so vaUaM; ia^jAis p^viBO^ that it 1^ 
kfareadgr idrawB upoB itsfitf a ?hoat of eoK^^:; has ha^ as 



Digitized by 



Google 



3tl8 HISTORY OF 

manjr buifetii^ as would gratify the amlntioii crf*tlie moit 
warlike nation; and is, in sober sadness, a v&y forlorsy 
distressed, and wo-b^tofeK Utfld iMir^oe I— all which was, 
no doubt, kindly ordered by proviiknoe, to give interest 
aiid suUusiky to this padiatio histmry; 
' But Ifivbeartoenteriitto adsteilc^dlepitifalniaiPaiKl- 
iiigs a^d hariEussments tfiat for a leng wkflhr aftsrAe vio* 
tory on the Delaware^ eont&iiied to ]kisidtthe.d%iii^, mt^ 
disturb the repose of the Nederlanders. Sidfice k in 
brevity to say, that tiie iBBi|)Iioalie hostili^'af tlie peot^e 
of the eaist, >w4xkH hafd so tninuraloiKilyJ bbeli ^feveiitod 
from bresddng otlt,'a^ mytemimitmM t^mmihtx^by'A^ 
sudden prevalence of witchcraft, and the dissaisioiislii jdib 
council of AmphyctioiM, new < again i^qtribfiediitsetf U a 
thousand grievous and bite»^ sebmiagsiqpM'thebofdcn^ 
Scarcely - a month passed imt: wKat t^'Polok settt»9 
meiits oh the fiEtdtitiers wera'alarraedby thersitfilea*appe«r« 
anee of an invadi^ army^itom Oonheotitut^ IMs.wovU 
lid^^anee i^61utely diro^^ the' ^eovmtoryy iiiDrAipaiannt 
caravan of the deserts^ the mbmat msAKbiMwtnnpaaaaafleA 
in carts load^ with pots altdkettlesy aohliiOi^ tfaey^Hieaiti 
td boit th^ himem, Dcrtdhmen^afive^' ahd de^iir ;tfeia like 
so many lobsters. At iJbe tail of these oart&>w9(Ndd fitidk« 
ctiew of long-Mmt^ed, ia2B^4Med >viai^lets^ witliaaKS ml tikdr 
dibtilders, and pac^on tileiriiMicksy resdid^/kei]^ iqMil 
hiproving ike eoikitry in^despiteiofitspnqftrietoraii Theae 
settKng ^^iiBf^hreiJ down^HvokdtiFariiertotiiiieciMqpleldlg^ 
dislodge t1^ unfiNrfiinat^^^CTlEindi^ elbowii^'them loai 
of those riel^ [bottoms find ^fttlkSe vall&fs^ ,ih uwhich oi|v 
Diiteh yeoma^iyare^iso fitonotur for neaitB^ttheBmda^i 
fbt Wkn^Mifkmi tihut i«^er4verilfi€toetfllifidwd>hieni0^tte 
east get t^^^dtin^,^ t^e^hotkst.Dutdimendo^^dhaUy^ 
t^pekt^i^^Mng'dcmlyi like^ Ii^£azis btfdieithe l(^ntutesi 
b^ig totieilly disc^Mofited by'the^alkiBg, oha&ni^^sHM^ 
prtig; Ikar^aitihig' dlqposMoii Of ithefar <nevr nti^ibgmsi > 
All thesle tn^daeious ' infritigemidiits ^Mv ith^ tenStoties ^ 
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theiti^hvoif^^eates msre aceompanied^ 38 im» before 
bito Siinted^ hf a ivtorid of raacidly. Jnnwls^t rib«-roa8tiii§»^ 
and bimdUi^. wfakhi would >doiibtIegs hiEtve incensed the 
viUtat P^er to wteak-immediate dbastiseiiieat^ bad he not) 
at the y&ry same time been peipkxed. by distneasing mo 
oskm^ from Mynheer Beckm^i^ who oom^uoded the 
territories a|i Soudb river. 

nnier^tilessi Swedes^ who> had^sotgraqioiisly he^siisuf? 
fiured <to resunn about the Delaware, already began to 
A0w,^mgb8 of mmtki^ and diaaffeotian. But what w»d 
woBse^ a penemptoiy.dakawaalaidtothe.whc^ territory, 
aaiiber%htfiil.piioperty of Lord BaltiuKM!^ by Feudal^ a 
chirftain #h6 lijyed .e^v^r the colony of Marjiandy or Meiv 
9^4aa!idf aait .was andaitly cdled, because the inhabitr 
anfe% not haying die Imr cf the Lord before iheir eyes» 
^vt^.notcMJbusJy prone la get fuddled and malc^ merry 
i»ith niint*jidi^aiid appk*toddy. Nay, so hostile was 
Ais bidly Fendaly thathe thueatened, unleasihis claim were 
iwtantly coaqaEed mtl^ td march incontinent^ at.the head 
of a potent faccei of the roaring boys of M€irryi4andf tcge* 
Iher with a greataiul migfafy train.of giantsy.idio infected 
the bai^ of the Snsqudwmiah ;i* and toi lay waste and 
depopulate the whole country of South riim^r. 

By this it is manifest, thaitfak boaatedjo^my) like all 
great acqoialtioiukof ta^nt(»3s ftodn became a greater evil 
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'^ We MA vmy.cnriflog and waadctfial«ecDuntij otthtaB «innge 
4j«^ twbo .|f«re.dout»tleii tl^ .fpfliiU^ ,o^ .tj^ jjr^ient Maxy» 
landers) made by Master Harlot, in his interest^ history. « Thtf 
Susquesahanocks,^ observes he,' *« ^ a giantfy i^eople, strange hi 
tM)^Mtidli/liddiir|6Dr, 'ind utt^i' thMr vtsk^ sov^dill^M^iti thetn 
iM^if^out «.auiie. Thdn iobiooo<{jik»esr i^eve tjhres ^oftrterHof a ynd 
tl^^xanred at th0 gt^p ^ wm i» ^^,,43eaie, or ot^ ^evic^,. siatr 
ficient to beat out the braines of a l^prae^ (and how man^ asses.* braines 
are beaten out, or ratharmenVbridnes' smoked oiit, tm^ asses* braiiM 
fiAA hi, hjtttati^^^pia at home).' 'T^calfir^oh«t>f itielr l^ges 
vas maasured thf^ ^wurtattoT a ^ard «ab6ulv the rdst ef his timbi 
pfoppraon^l^,:' ' , . .., ,M, 

Master J3tari&i*s Joum, PurcH. PU. 
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to Ae'oon^iMiror» than the loss of it wetato the ccniqi^red'^ 
and > caused grditer tmeasioess and tanouble^ thati all the 
terriiorjr of the New NetherUnds besides* Thus provim 
dence wisely orders, that one evil sUall balance 'ahodiery 
The conqueror who wrests die property of his neiffhboiuv 
who wrongs a nation and desoldtes a cbuiil^, though he 
may acquire increase of empire,- and immortal fiuae, yet 
msures his own inevitable punishmeiit* He takes to hiin- 
»elf acause/of endless anxiety-^he incorporates with his 
late sound domain, a loose paFt-*-a rotten, disaffe<N)ed 
member $ which is an exh^istiess soinnce of internal trea* 
son and disimion, and external altercation and hostili^— ** 
iiaf^y is that nation,' which, eoknpact, umisdy'loyal in aB 
its^partis, atid concentrated in its strength, sedks.ho idk 
acquisition of unprofitable and ungov^md)le ierritory — 
which, ocmtent to be prosperous; and happy, hiE» no ernbi*- 
tion to be great. It islike a isban well organized in' all 
his system, sound in health, and full of vigour ; nhincuiiir 
bered by useless trappings^ and fixbd in an nhfJiaken i^ 
dtu«|e. But the nation, insatiable of territory, whose db^- 
mains are scattered j feebly united, and weakty orgJEmized^ 
islike a fiepsel^s miser sprawling among goldeik stores, 
open to every attack, and unable to llefend die riches he 
vidnly endeavours to overshadow. - 

At die time of receiving the alartuiBg. dispatches firom 
South river, die great Peter was busQy employed in quell- 
ing certain Indian trouUes that had broken out about £so- 
pus^ and was moreover meditating how to relieve his east- 
em borders on die Connecticut He, however, sent word 
to Mjmheer Beckman to be of good be^rjt, to. m^intajip 
incessant vigilance, and to let him know^ if matters wme 
a mbre threatening apflearance ; in which case he would 
incontinently repair with his warriors of the Hudison, to 
spoil the merriment of these Merryrlanders; Ibrhjecdr 
•veted exceedingly to have a bout, hand to hand, with some 
half a sco|*e of these giants— having never encountered a 
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^Mt in. bi& whote life^, unless ve may sf> ,^ tl)^ l^tPlM 
)^siii^' wd he ^as Imt a Utile one. 
- \ ^^jTcitbingi&rther, hovir^^^ oociuTed: to inolest the pem* 
<}«iiUi(y^ -of MynbeoF Beckman and hi^ c<doQy. F(sndi4 
and his myrmidons remained at home, a^rousing it sopodiy 
iipcHi hoe-cakes, bacon^and mint-julepf and running horses, 
and fighting cocks» for which they were greatly renowned. 
At; hearing of this, Peter Stuyv^sant wi^ very well pleased ; , 
(oXy n^withstanding his inclination to njieas^re weapons 
with these moostrons tsmi of th.e Sasquehannabs,y/?t h^- 
had ahready a$ niuch employment nearer hm^ f^ h^ 
oiMild tarn JUbs hands to^ Ifittle did he think, worthy soulj 
tbat ihis.scfnthem cilm was but the deceitliil prehide to a 
most terrible and &tal storm, then brewing, which was 
soon to burst forth and overwhebn the ^nii^pecting city, 
of [New Am|5terdainJ . 

. Now so it was, that, while this acceUent gQvernpr wa$ 
giving his liti)e senK|e,law3> and not only gi^ng th^]|9# 
btftienforeing them tpOr^Tyhile h^ i^^as jincessan^jiy trav^t 
ling the rounds of his beloved province — posting jSrom 
^ace to place to redress ^evanc^, and. while busy at one 
corner of his dominion!^ all th^ rest getti^ into an uprpar, 
Alt this very time, I say, adarkanddii^futplot was hateh^r 
ing agaiiy^t bim> in that nursery pf monstrous pi8oj^^|Ct% the 
Biitist^ cabinet. The news^ of his ac}iievemiept^ m the 
Cfelawiure^ accOf dhig to a sage old historian of New- Am- 
steiodain, had occasioned not a little talk apd marvel in 
the courts of Surope. And the same profound wir^r as* 
i|^ires us that the cabinet of ^England began to entertajii, 
great jealousy and uneasiness at the increasing power of 
the Maidiattoes, and the valour of it9 i^tlirdy yeomanry* 
, Agcints,> the histori^i observes, were sent by the Am- 
phyctionii^ coimcil of the east, to entreat the .as^tanc^e oi 
like British cabinet m subjugating this mighty proving 
Lord Sterling also asserted his right to jLongrlsland ; fM^ 
at the same time^ Lor4 Baltimore, «vhose i^ent^ ^ \a§ 

2.S 
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before been maitioBed, had to alaormed Myidieer Beck- 
man, laid his claim before thet ctAnnet, to <)ie lands of 
Soath rirer, which he ccttnplEuiied were imjostly and finv 
dbly detamed born him, by these daring nsrdrpers of the 
Nieuw NederlandtSi 

t Thus did the unhicky emphre of the Manhilttoes stand 
in imminent danger of experiendng the fiite of Polaiuiy 
and beuig torn limb ftom limb to be shared among its 
savage neighbours. But while &ese rapacious powers 
were whetting their fangs, and waitingfor thesignal to fiili 
tooth and nail upon this delicious little fat Dutch empire; 
the lonfly lion, who sat as imipire, all at mice laid his 
inighty paw upon the spoil, and settled the claims of aH 
parties, by grantjpg none of them. For we ure told, that 
his majesty, Charles the Second, not to be perplexed by 
adjusting these several pretensions, made a present of a 
large tract of North America, including, the province o{ 
New Netiierhmds, to his brother, the Did^e of York*— a 
donati<Mi truly royal^ since none but great knonardus hai^ 
a r^ht to give away what does not belong to than. 

That this munificent gift mi^ not be merdy nornkuJ^ 
his majeMy, on the ISth g£ March, 1664^ ordei^ that an 
armament should be forthwith prqKired) to mvade the 
dty of New- Amsterdam by land and watery ai^ pot hia 
brother in complete posse^on of the premises; 

Thus critically are ntuated the affiors o( ih% New 
Nedierianders. The honest bur^^rs, so &r from tyafc- 
ii^ of the jeopardy in which their interests «re p]aced» 
are soberly smoking their {Hpes, and thinking c^nothii^ 
at all-^-^ privy connsdlors of the province 9xe at this 
mom«H snoring in foil quorum, like the drtaes of fiive 
hundred bagpipes; while the active Peter, who takes all 
iite labour (rf* thinking and acting upon lumself, is buaoly 
devising .some method of brin^^kig the grand council of 
Amphyctikms to terms. In the meanwhile an ai^pry dkNid 
is diu^y scowling (m the horizon — soon sbaU k ra^e about 
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tb«i)efu« of tbeae doziag Nodeiiandars^ and put the mdlle 
o£ti)feir;9kiiit-*heaitedgQi«iin0r comply j 

^ Bift Gcom wlmt muft I hese pledge iny v/mdty tbatJui 
all wnriyce conflicts and subtle perplexittest he shall iltiU 
afiqpiit hiniaeif with the gaUant befuring 
of arSoU^minded obatinalfe old cavalier. Fonrard^ thm, 
to the^iwu^ l-^hine outpiqpitious stars on the renowned 
1% of the Manhattoes; and majF the blesmgs of St. Ni- 
€JkolilSi^ with tfaoe-^onest Peter Stiiyresant ! 



CHAPTER III. 

Of Peter Stuyvetani's expedition into the East Country ; shofving 
that though an old bird, he did not understand trap. 

6ri^a9 nations resemMe great men in this particular, 
that thei^ greatness is seldom known until they get in 
trouble t adversity, therefore, has been wisely denominated 
the orded of -true greatness, which, like gcid, can never 
receive its re&l e^timatk>n, uhtQ it has passed through thie 
iomace. In proportion th^£bre ais a natioti, a community, 
or ad individual (possessii^ the inherent quality of great- 
ness) is involved in perils acnd misfortunes^ in proportion 
iloes it rise in gftodeili*-^knd even when sinking und^r 
calaini^, makes, like a^buseonfire, a more glcnious difa- 
^ay, than ever it did,'tn the feirest period of its prosr 
perity. . ■ ■' * '^ ' 

Th^ vast empire of 'Chini^ though teeming with popii- 
hition, and imbibing and concentrating the wealth of 
nations^ has Vegetated throt^ a succ^sion of drowsy 
ng^sy and w^re it not for its internal revolution, and the 
subversion of its- anfeient government by the Tartars, 
mij^ have presented nothing but an uninteresting detail 
df dull, mcmotonous prosperity. Pompeii and Herculan- 
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^flsit tsii^ht iuve'tmsed into obKvioii, iriA nlMd oftMir^ 
coniempoi'aries, had they not been foirtaMtdy o f^ cmh ei Mi * 
^byavdono. The rmcmned dtjr^'fTVbf has lacipibed 
<9elebrH]r onljr firomits ten year/ distre^ and* finU eodbp- 
^fratiob y Fatis riies in in^illlnce by the j^fotsfidid 1M»^ 
Mclres, wbicUha^^ndedintheeiuiklitiMoftb&^hMrtfi^ 
Otis Napoleon; and even tlia m^hty London ilsdf hair 
ilraUcedtbioogfa the records of ton^ edebrateflfinriiothiNg 
of moment, excepting the plagae, the great firey and QWf 
Fftux^s gmipowder plot ! Hius cities and empires seem 
to creep along, enlarging in ttlent obscurity under the p&i 
of the hbtorian, until at length they burst fcxrth in some 
tremendous calamity, and siiatch,' lis it were, immoitaM^ 
from the explosion I 

The above principle being admitted, my reader will 
plainly perceive that the dty of New- Amsterdam and its 
dependent province are cm the high road to greatness. 
Dangers and hostilities threaten from ev^ side, and it is 
really amatter of astonishment to me, how so small a state 
has been able in so short a time to entangle itself in 90 
many difficulties. Ever since the province was first taken 
by the nose, at the Fort of Good Hope, in the tranquil 
days of Wouter Van Twiller, has it been gradually m* 
creasing in historic importance; and never could it hav« 
nad a tnore impropriate chieftain to omduct it to the pia^ 
nacle of grandeur than Peter Stuyvesant 

Jjx the fiery heart of this iron-headed old warrior, sat 
enthroned all those five kinds of courage described ^^y 
Aristotle ; and had the philosophfsr mentioned five huiidred 
more to the back of them, I verily believe, he would haire 
been found master of them alL The only misfiMtune irai, 
that he was deficient in the better part of valour called dtt* 
cretion, a cold-blooded virtue whic;h could not exist in the 
tropical climate of his mighty souL Hence it was,* he wis 
continually hurrying into those ttnheard-<rf'e»terprises that 
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^hlioii k' m%^ * thatf he now «oneeived a pitt^t "Vf^itihf of 

4ii#-bbroo£jEa)Maii(^ldxiiBd£- ... .^ ;> 

This iwaA'im other thaa: tobpair in i^nm «o the great 

-bm^cfl ^i^ha^ Amphyctitfu;^' 4bei»iiig the'^iriMrd ]ii*oiie 

tiwidv *^^ difioliv^ branoh ia the^^ther ; to>reqiiire inane^ 

-dftMe re{xuratt(«> for the ionaiiierable yidittioiis of' thiit 

:|ffaaitjr5 whiqh, /»iaii evil hoor,^ he had&in^; .to pat a 

9U)|>^th<>s^irQfiitoted m»iaii4iiigs onthe east^m borders; 

ereke tb throw^his gauntly and appead to aanns fof 4«h 

'iiabcdoiw.- ..- 

l:^ jOn^dedaring 'tMs resohiti(^ iik his priyy oouncil, the 
^veBetdi>le members were aeiaed 'with vast ai^tbnishment': 
'fcN7 onlce ill theiplives they irentured to reinonstrate, set- 
-^ing fiirth the rafibness of exposing 4iis- satred person m 
tktt midst ci a strange asMl barbarfNis* people, With sundry 
oth^ si^dgfaty remonstaraBpes— ^ which had aboat as much 
influence upon the determination of the headstrong Peter, 
as though j^m^were to endeavomr to turn a rus^ weather- 
ciKdc with a brdEen-*wanded bellows^ 
• t ' &immoBiflg» therefi^rey to his ptieseAce his trusty fellow- 
imr, Anthony Van^Coriear, he commanded him to hold 
;lMttselt' ia readiness to aceoinpuqr him the following mom- 
iDg^^m this his. hazardous enterprise. Now Anthony, the 
Jtwwip^ar, Iras a little strickpn in years, yet by dint of 
he^tapiag up a good heart, and having never known ctSte 
^aohftiw (having- ne\^r been apLame^ was still a hear- 
ty >jdeaBd^.arubiG<md, gimeficme wag, and. of great capa- 
jca^in tlu3 dondstet^ This last was ascribed to his livii^a 
jl^y life <» those donuuns at the Hopk, whidi Peter Stuy- 
Ilwsanti hadigvanted to him for bis gallantry at Fort Casir- 



. J Be fhisiK it ma^ there was^ nothing that more del%hted 
^tbony than. this. oonunaiMltof the great Peter; for he 
weould ha?e £^bwed the stoql-hearted did governor to the 
world's end, with love and loyalty : and he moi^ver still 
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irememb^p:^ tbu^ firplu^ld)]^ mid damans !iiiid bwdli^ 
fmd other d^pprt^ of ib^ jm^twimtry^.midumUxtmmA 
dainty recollection of nutMHOiiS kindiJi^ibiduioi l$B60»9 
;whon^.ke,jbpg^ ex^eediii^y^iigfyjlitp 4^^ 
., Tliu9,;tbw, did,tbi8inkTOj^4^h^dibtodiietfe]^iri^ 
no olh^ 9tt/m^im^ but his trumiieterr tfnoiKH^ of the mcNl^ 
pexilous ^nt^iq^dses^Tar recorded imtlM axinids<^kn%^ 
ecmntrjr. : For a single wamcr to vcntiurexi^penly .among 
M.whfAe nation lof foes; but^ jdMwe ally fepra plain^ dqmir 
right Datdimain to think of hegsK^aJ&k^^mAi the whole 
council of New-England— -never was tb^re known a maxe 
despecal)^ undertaking !. Everi since ^ have entered tqxm 
the chronicles of this peerless bat I$th6rto unoekbnted 
-chieftain^ has he kept ine in a state of inocssai^ actmi and 
.anjuety with the took and daageors he ia constantly eitcomi- 
tering* Oh.l for achiq^iter o£tfae tranqail^e%naf.Wo6h 
ter VanTwiUex, thatlniaghtrepofleoiiit AstmafiDathiar^ 
bed! . ; 

Is jt not enou^i Peter. Stuyvesant^ that I havecniae 
already rescued thee from the roachinatidns'df these terv»- 
ble Amphy^tidns^ by Imagiiig'tbe whcde pQwers cf witch- 
craft to thiw joid ?-— Is it noi enoi^gh» that I haive fidlowecl 
Jthee undaunted, like a guardian spirit^ into the midst of 
the. horrid battle of Fort Christina ?^'Ilai I have beea 
|>ut incessantly to my trumps to keep ikuie^ safe- and somd 
«-*now .warding off with my single pen the shower oidam- 
tard blows that fell upon.diyrear«-^nowiianroiwiy shields 
ing thee froma dei^Uy thnust, by a merairiiaeeo^Mix***- 
now casi)Qg thy dauntless, skull with adamawtj^ wiien evtai 
thy stubborn ram-beav^ &iled to insist the sword ctf &e 
Stoiit Risii^.*T^and now^ not merely bianging thee eff 
alive, but triumphant, from the clutches of the gigantic 
Swede, by the. desperate means of a pahry ataie pottle ? 
-*-Is nqtall this enoi^, bat must thou still be plungii% 
into new difficulties, and Jeqfmrdizing in bisadlong bhtei?- 
prises thyself, thy trnmpeter^ dnd thy hiistorian ? 
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And now the ruddy faced Aucora, Bke a bmom diain^ 
bep-mttd) draws askle iiie sable tmrtains of the n%ht, and 
out bounces ftlom his bed the jolly *red-haired Phoebus^ 
starded at being oaught so late in the embraces of Dam^ 
Thetis. With many & stable oath, he harnessed his bra^ 
M«i^footed steeds, and whips and lashes, and splashes lip 
the finbament^ l&e a loitering post-boy, half an hour be- 
hind his time. And now behold that imp of fiune and 
prowess^ the headstrong Peter, bestriding a raw-boned, 
switch-*tailed charger, gallantly arrayed in fiill r^mentals, 
and bracing on his thigh that trusty brass-hilted sword, 
which had wrbught sudi fearful deeds on the banks of 
die Delaware. 

Behold, hard after him^ his doughty trumpeter. Van 
O^rleor, mounted on a broken-winded, wall-eyed, calico 
mare; his stone potde, which had laid low the mighty 
Riisingh, slung und^ his arm, and his trumpet displayed 
taunting in his right hand, decorated with a gorgeous 
banner, on which is embtassoned the great beaver of the 
Manhattoes. See them proudly issuing out of the city 
jpite, like an iron-dad hero of yore, with his feithftil squire 
at his heels^ the pi^idace fdlowing them with their eyes, 
and i^outing many a parting wish, and hearty cheermg* 
**—-* Farewell, Hard-kopp% Piet ! Farewell, honest An- 
thony I^^^Reasant be your way-ftring — prosperous your 
pctam I The stoutest hero that ever drew a sWord, and 
the worthiei^t trtunpetdr that ever trod shoe leadier. 

Legepds are lanlientdbly silent about the events that be-* 
SbIwhot adventurers, in this their adventurous travel, ex- 
cepting die Skuyvesant manuscript, which gives Ae sub. 
stance oS a pleasant little heroic poem, written on the 
occasion by. Dommi .£gidius Luyck, * who appears to 

* This l4i^ WM, BioieoTer, Ttcfcdr of th6 Latin school in Nieuw« 
Nederlandt, 1663. There are two pieces of -ffi^dius Luyck in D. Se- 
lyn's MSS. of poesies, upon his marriage with Judith laendoom. 
Old. MS. 



Digitized by 



Google 



528 HISTORY OF 

have been die poet-hureftt of New* An^terdiiii^' • This In* 
estinuMe manuscrqit assures lis^ that it was a rare spectacle 
to behold the great Peter and his loyal ^bwer^ hailing 
the morning stm,. and rejoicing in the dear countenance^ 
of nature, as they pranced it through the pastoral scenes' 
of Bloemen Dael ; * ^hidh, in those:days9 was a sweet and 
rural valley, beautified with many a bright wild flowery 
tefireshed by many a pure streamlet, and enlivened hsm 
and there by a delectable little Dutch cottage, shdtered^ 
under some sloping hill^ and almost bpried in embower* 
ing trees. 

Now did they enter upon the confines of Cdnnecdoit, 
where they encountered many grievous difficulties and pe- 
rils. At one place they were assailed 1^ a troop of coun- 
try squires and militia colonels, who, mounted on goodly 
steedis, hung upon their rear for several miles, harassing 
tbem exceedingly with guesses and questions, more espe^ 
ciaUy the worthy Peter, whose silverichas'dileg excited 
not a little marvd. At another place,, hard by the re- 
nowned town of Stamford, they w^re set upon by a great 
and mighty legion of church deacon^ who imperiously 
demanded of them five shillings for travellmg on Sunday, 
and threatened to carry them captive to a nei^bouring. 
church, whose steeple peei^d above the trees ; but these 
the valiant Peter put to rout with little difficulty^ insomuch 
thait they bestrode their canes and gallopped ofFin horri- 
ble confhcion, leaving thdr cocked hats bcdiind. in die hur- 
ry of their ffight. But not so easily did he escape irom 
the liands of a crafty man rf Pyquag; who, with undaunted 
pereeverance, and repeated onsets, fiurly bargained him 
out of his goodly surijtdi^tailed charger, leaving him i» 
(dace thereof a viUanous, spavined, foun&red Narra^^n^ 
pacer. 

But, maugre all these hardships, they pitfsued their 

• Now called Blooming Dale, about four miles from New-Yorfr. 
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journey dieeriljr diong the course of tlie soft flowii^ Con- 
necticut^ whose gentle wayesi says the song, roll through 
many a fertile vale, and sunny plain; now reflecting the 
lofty spires of the bustling city, and now the rural beauties 
of ^e humble hamlet; now echoing with the busy hum of 
commerce, and now with the cheerful song of the peasant 
At every town would Peter Stujrvesant, who was noted 
for warlike punctilio, order the sturdy Anthony to sound 
a courteous salutation; though the manuscript observes, 
that the inhabitants were thrown into great dismay when 
they heand of his approach. For the fame of his incompa^ 
rable adiievements on the Delaware, had spread through** 
oat the east country, and they dreaded lest he had come 
to take vengeance on their manifold transgressions. 
, But the good Peter rode through these towns with a 
smiling aspect; waving his hand with inexpressible majesty 
and condescension; for he verily believed that the old 
clothes which these ingenious people had thrust into their 
broken windows, and the ^toons of dried apples and 
p^iches which orniunented the fronts of their houses, 
were so many de^oraftkms in honour of his approach; as 
it was the custom in the days of chivalry, to compliment 
nehowned heroes, by sumptuous disjplays of tapestry and 
gorgeous furniture. Hie women crowded to the doors to 
gaze upon him as he passed, so^much does prowess in 
arms delight the gentle sex. The little children too, ran 
after him in troops, staring with wonder at his regimentals, 
hiis brimstone breeches, and the silver garniture of his 
wooden leg. Nor must I omit to mention the joy which 
many strapping wenches betrayed, at beholding the jovial 
Van Corlear, who had whilome delighted them so much 
with his trumpet, when he bore the great Peter's challenge 
to the Amphyctions. The kind-hearted Anthony alighted 
firom his calico mare, and kissed them all widi infinite 
loving-kindness — ^and was right pleased to see a crew of 
little trumpeters crowding around him for his blessing: 

2T 
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e^h ^whom W ]^tted oii tii^ hiesA^ fakte Ihoi be ^fpoi 
boy, and gave him n pafuiy to buy ifildasseis xstaidy. 

The Stuyyesatit mahust^ti^ l&aked but Uttfe fiirAer 
mentioii of the gpvetnor's adytentures ttpwi this expeditimi^ 
excepting that he was reo^tyed with e»i«iragfibt cbuitedy 
and respect by Ae great cotmcit df the AxnjfAyctions^ who 
almost talked him to death widi conipUm^tary and con- 
gratulatory harangues. I wQl not detain my r^^eis i^ 
dwellii^ on his n^ociaticms with the grand cdunciL, 
Suffice it to mention, it was I&e all ^Oilier negtociatiodj^wi. 
a great deal was said, and very little done : oHe conv^'sa* 
ticm led to afrothei>-Kme conference begat misund^^tan* 
dings which it took la dozen Conferences to explinn ; at the 
end of whidi the parties l^und themselves just where^^ 
were at first; excepting that they had ^tangled th(sm$elves 
in a host of questions of etiquette, and conceived a cordial 
distrust of each other, that rendei^ their fotuire negocia^ 
tkms ten times more difficult than even * 

In the midst of all these perpl^^ities^ whieh bewildered 
the brain and incensed the ir^ of thie siturdfy I^eter, who 
Was perhaps, of all men in the World, least fitted for di«- 
plon!iatic wiles, he privately t^eived the first intimation 
of the dark conspiracy which bad been matured in the 
Cabinet of England. To this was added tJie astomiding 
intelligence that a hostile squadron hod already sailed 
from England, destined to reduce the prOvhiCe ef New 
I^etheriands, and that the grand council of Amphyttions 
S^ad engaged to co-operate, by sending « ^eat army to 
;invade New- Amsterdam by land. 

Cnfortunate Peter ! did I not enter wiUi sad forebod* 
ings upon this ill*starred expedition ? ©id I not tremHe 
wheix I saw tji/ee, with no other <;ounsell^ bnt tbkie own 



* Forc€;i!tOT o^ the poriicularB ^ihii andei^ ne^ocHation^ see Has. 
Col. State Pap. Jtis singuiar that Smith is entirely silent with respect 
to this memoEable expedition of Peter Stuyvesant. 
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8pad«9S,oai^i^c^ ^ft4 4,rm^ siwor4"-witfe w other 
pD9la«|QV but St. JJwsbol^'t-wd 9Q Qtber atteja^Wt but^ 
trumpeter? Did I BQt tT«B%bk wbw I heh^W thee thtts 
sally forth to contend with all the knowing powers of New 
England? 

Oh how did the sturdy old warrior rage and roar, when 
he found himself thu§ f n^jiqpped, like a lion in the hunter's 
toil ! Now did he determine to draw his trusty sword, 
and manfully to fig^t his way through all the countries of 
the east Now did he resolve to break in upon the coun- 
cil of the Amphyctions, and put every mother's son of 
them to death. At length, as his direful wrath subsided, 
he resented to safer tbou^ less glorious expedients. 

Concealing from th« council his knowledge of theiir 
yn^hiiiiition^9 be privately d^patched a trusty messienger 
with missives to his counis^llariJ at NewAmsterdam, ap- 
prizing them of the impending danger, commanding them 
immtsdiatdy to put the city in a postures of dtfencei while 
in the mem tim^ he woijld .endeavour to elude his enemies 
un^ ^me to tbw a^tewe* This done, he felt himsdf 
mwrv^loudy relieved, ?ow slowly, shook himself liktj a 
rhinoceros, a^d issued £Qi:th fr^^ bi&d^n, in much th« 
^Mue mmi^^r a$ Giwt Dei^air is described tp have issued 
from Doubting GasUe, in the diividric history of the Pilr 
pirn's Pi:ogrett9f 

Apd naw.mnch does it grieves me^ that I must leave the 
gallimt P«*er in tWs imminent jeopairdy: but it behoves 
^^ to hurry back and see what is going pn at New-AnJh 
9terdaiDf for greatly do I fear that city ip already in a tuj*-? 
m^* Such was ever the fat© of Peter Stuyvesant; while 
d^4og on^ .thing with heart and soul, he was too apt to 
teavis ev^ry thing else at sisf^a and sevens. ' While, like 
a pot^tate of yof e, he was absent attending to those things 
m p«f scmy wbiob in modem days are trusted to generahi 
md ambaasadors, bis Iktle terrkorj at home was sure U^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



552 HISTORY OF 

get in an uproar — all which was dwii^ to diat i 
strength of intellect, which induced 1^ to trust to nobody 
but himself and which had acquired him die renowsed 
qipdlation of Peter the Headstrong. 



CHAPTER IV. 

How the people of New^Anuterdam were thrown inia a great pa^ 
nic, b^ the newt of a threatened invasion ; and the manner in 
which they fortified thenuelvet. 

There is no s^t more truly interesting to a pfafloMV' 
pher, than to contemplate a eommunity where every indi*- 
vidual has a voice in pubUci affiurs^ where every individnai 
thinks himself the Atlas of the nation, add where every 
individual thinks it his duty to bestir himself for the good 
of his country, — I say, there is nothii^ more interedtii^ 
to a philosopher, than to see such a community in a sud- 
den busde of war. Such a damour eX toi^e^ such a 
bawling of patriotism, such running hither and thither, 
every body in ahurry, every body up to the earsintiroabte, 
every body in the way, and every body intemqiting hi^ 
industrious neighbour, who is busily emjdoyed in dM^ 
nothing I It is like witnessing a great fire, where eveiy: 
man is at work like a hero ; some dragging about empty 
engines ; others scampering with full buckets, and sgSI&ag 
the contents into the boots of their neighbours ; ssbA odien 
ringing the church-bells all night, by way <^ putting out 
die fire. Litde firemen, like sturdy litde kn^ts stcNtt- 
ing a breach, clambaring up and down scali^-laddeisi 
and bawling through tin tnunpets, byway of direotii^tb^ 
attack. Here one busy fellow^ in his great zeal to sAVi 
tibc "ptGfetty of the unfiurtunate, catches up an anonymcns 
ehamber-utensil, and gallants it off with an air of as mafik.*' 
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Mtf^oe^ortftaee, as if he bad rescued a pot of money; 
anbduiif'dMroiiirs looking^ksses and china out of the win- 
tbw, to savethem £roni the flames; while those, who can 
do nothing ebe to assist the great cahanity, nui up and 
down die streets with open Ihroats, keq>ing up an inoes^ 
sant crjof-^^re/ Firtl Firt! 

^ When the news arrived at Sinope,'' says the grave 
and profound Ludan, though 1 own the story is rather 
trite, *< that Philip was about to attach them, the inhahi-s- 
tants were dirown into vi<^nt alarm. Some ran to fo^* 
bish up their arms ; others rdled stones to build up the 
walk; every body, in short, was employed, and every 
body was in the way of his neighbom*. Diogenes alone 
was the only man who could find nothing to do; where- 
upon, determmng not to be idle when the welfare of his 
country was at stake, he tudced up his robe, and fell to 
rolling his tub with might and main, up and down the 
Gymnasium/' Iti like maimer did every mother's son, 
in the patriotic omnnunity of New- Amsterdam, on re- 
omving the missives of Peter Stuyresant, busy himself 
most mightily in putting things in confusion, and assist- 
ing the general uproar. <^ Every man,** saith the Stuy- 
vesant manuscript, << flew to arms I** By which is meant, 
that not one of our honest Dutch citizens would venture 
to church or to market, without an old-feshioned spit of 
a sword dangling at his sid^ and a lotig Dutch fonding- 
pie^ cm his dioulder ; nor would he go out of a night 
wilhont a lanthom ; nor turn a comer without first peep^ 
ing catitioui^ round, lept he should come unawares i^n 
a%hiBh anny; and we are informed, that StdFel Brin- 
keiho^ who was considered by the did women almost as 
bntve « man as the governor himsdf, actually had two 
oo^^pound swivels mounted in his entry, one pointing out 
sa the fi^ont door, and the other at the back. 

But the moat strenuous n^asure resorted to on this 
awfid ^oecasion^ and one which has since been found of 
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unMdcrfiil efficacy, waa to aisenUe pcfp^Jm TOfwtingii 
Tbeae bnnding ccmvocationa, I barealraadg^ sbowot wwe 
extremely oflknshre to Peter Stoy^raaaat; biU as tbi^ miP 
a nKNnent of umisuid agHalkn^ and as ^ ok} g^v^mor 
i««9 not ptesent to rtpreaa tkem, they brcrik^ <mt inikiHr 
tolerable violence. Hither, th^^^^e, the orators immI 
poUticiatis repaired^ and there seemed to be a t^peti- 
tioii amcmg them who should bawl the loudest, and exr 
Deed the others in hyperbolical bursts of patriotisai, aivl 
itt rescdutioQs to uphold and ddSsnd the govenuowt^ Jm 
these sage and all-^powerfiil meetings it wasdete^emiDed^ 
iKai* com^ that they were the most enU^^itemd, thQ moat 
dignified, the most ibrmidable, and the mc^ ancient eomr 
mnnity npon the &ce of the earth. Fin^Ag that this i:^ 
s(4ilti<m was so universally and readily earned, another 
wair immediatdiy propoaed^-^ Whether it were not po$sir 
b)e and politic to eitiberminate GresH: Bmtwn ? Upo^ 
which ^sixty'^nine members spoke most eloqnmtly in the 
affirmative, and only 'One arose ^ si^;gest ac^lie doubtSi 
who, as a punishment for his treasonable i^fisumptiw, was 
immediately seized by the ipob, and tarred aiul leathered ; 
which punishment being equivalent to the Tarpeian Rock, 
he was afterwards considered as an outcast from ^ocietjr, 
end his opinion went for nothuig* The question, there^ 
^re, being unanimously earned in the affinoAtive, it was 
recommended to the grand .ei(>ttneU to pasi^ it into a law, 
which was Accordingly done; by tiuaso^mire the hearts 
of the pe(q)le at large were wonderfully «aieoui?aged, imd 
they waxed, exceeding cboleitic and val<Mr(His^ Iudeed» 
the i^rst paroxysm d'abrm havmg in 4Kmi^ii»eai^N!e sub- 
sided, ibs old women having biiried all the«^iv^ A#jr 
qonld lay their hands oiin; and 4hsir huabsnds daily ge^ing 
fuddled with what was lelVHbei communltgr b^ian eitm 
to stand on the ofli^sive, Scmgs were menufoetured in 
Im Dutch, and sung abcmt tha stvi^tc^ wiierein.the Eng- 
lish were most wofoUy beaten^ a«d shown no quanter; 
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and pdfmktt addresses wtte made^ wbemn it wai ptoved 
to a v^mmatyi that the &Jte of CM J^land depended up* 
on the ^vill ^1^ Ncw^Amsteidamiiiera.. 

Finalljr^ to strike b violaat blow i^ die very vitals of 
Ofest BnUmf a taidtiti^ of the wiser iabibitaiKts assem^ 
Ued, and hAvidg purchased all the Brkisb Jkiami&ciiiiefi 
Ibey ooidd find^ Aey nade thereof a bx^ bonfire ; aad^ 
hi' the pMiotk giow of the mcnnent, every man prea^itf 
vfim had a hat or breeches of English workmanship^ pal* 
led itdiS, and direw it most mldawit^y into the tbanea 
*^*4e0 die iffrepsrable det^nment, kxss) and rain of die Eng^^ 
yrib manii&ctikrer&4 In comm^ncnnation of this gieat exr* 
ploit, diey ereetod a pole oa the spot, widi a device ofii 
the top intended to represent the province of Mieiiw Ne^ 
deriandts destroying. Great ^itain, und^ die simiUtude 
of an Sugle pidkmg die litde Island of Old Ei^^and out 
«f die globe; but either throng die unskilfiilness of dte 
soidptort or his ilMiimd waggery^ it b<Mre a strikii^ re- 
seioUanoe to » gMse vainly striving to get b^ of a 



CHAPTER V. 

MaHAitg hoto ihe Grand Cc/uncS t>f the Nm Neiketlands a&me 
k) he fnhntdulm^ g^^ with f&ng tongues.^^T&ge^ier wkk a 
grMf Mumpk ^ Eeon^m^. 

It will ne^d but rery litde penetratkm in any^one «c« 
qoiiflM irith die character and habits o£ that most po« 
tmt and Uui^^ciing monarch die sovereign people-*«*to 
Asdon^r^ that^ notwithstanding aU the bttsde and talk of 
wior that stunned him ia the last ch^ter, the renowned 
city of New-Amfi^rdam is, in sad reality, not a whit bet* 
ter pr^ared fer defence dian before* Now, thou^ the 
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peopki h«¥ii^ gotten av«r the fiiit altera, Mid : 
eamiy iimnddiatoly «t hand, had» widi. tbal Yalaiur. ^ 
toBgoe, finr whick yoor illastrious raUdc is so bm^omfh 
nm into tbe <^ppasife exJbteme^ and by dint <tf gaUanl 9#t 
[pouring and riiodomontadoy had a<^ually taUoad thaitt*« 
sdvas into the opimoD, that they vwte the hnsfe^.^mi 
moti powerfel peofde under the aon ; yet were tJm. prii^ 
oooBsellors of Peler Stayresant somewhat dnlrioaa en 
that point. They (beaded, moreoTer, lest that ataen^ hai^ 
should return and find, that, instead of obeying hi$ pen 
ren^itory orders, th^ had wasted their tiaae in UstttNUg^ 
t»the hectorings of die mob, than whic^ they weUlmjofv 
there was nothing he held in more exalted contenqpt. • 
To make up therefore as speedily as possible for lost 
time^ a gnmd ^an of the counsdlors and burgvanasteia 
was ccmvened, to talk over the critical state oi the pto^ 
vince, and devise measures for its safety. Two thmgs 
were vmanimously agreed upon in this vaierable assem^ 
bly: first, that the cky required to be put in a stitoof 
defence— and secondly, that as the danger was imrninent,. 
there should be no time lost — ^which pcHnts bdi^ settlec^ 
th^ immediately fell to making Icmg speeches, and bela- 
bouring one another in endless and intemperate £8pttt(es. 
For about this time wpis this unhajqpy city first visited hj 
that talking endemic, so universally prevalent in^ ibk 
country, and which so invariaUy evinces itself wherever 
a number <tf wise men assemUe together; breaking out 
in long windy speeches, caused, as physicians siqqpose, by 
the foul air which is ever generated in a crowd. Now it 
was, moreover, that they first introduced the mgeniom, 
method of measuring the merits of an harangue by: tli^> 
ho«r«f;la8s; he Imng oonsklered the aUest orator: Mf)^. 
spoke longest on a question— for which exceUentiniW- 
tion, it is recorded, we are indebted to tbe ntme {Mrofound. 
Dutducritic who judged of books by thdr size. y ^ •: 

. This sudden passion for radless harangues, so ^a|^ 
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edtiMtmnt widi ihe customary gravity and tacitumtiy of 
bur sagi^ fore&thers, was supposed by certahi learned ^t«- 
losophers, to have beeti imbibed, together wkh divers 
other barbarous propensities, from their sav^e neigh- 
hbvats ; who were peculiarly noted for their long talks and 
Council Jlrea ; who would never undertake any affiiir of the 
tea£(t inlportance, without previous debates and harangues 
mnong their chie6 and old men. But the real cause was, 
that the* people, in electing their representatives to the 
gnuid council, were particular in choosing them' for thdr 
talents at talking, M^thout inquiring whether they posses- 
sed the more rare, difficult, and oft times iihportant 
talent, of holding their tongues. The consequence was, 
that this deliberative body was composed of the most lo* 
quacious men in the community. As they considered 
Aemselves pldced there to talk, every man concluded that 
bid duty to his Constituents, and, what is more, his popu- 
larity with them, required that he should harangue cm 
every subject, whether he understood it or not. There 
was an ancient mode of burying a chieftain, by every 
soldier throwing his shield fiill of earth on the corpse, 
until a mighty ihound was formed; so whenever a ques- 
tion was brought forward in this assembly, every member 
pressing forward to throw on his quantum of wisdom, the 
siitgect was quickly buried under a huge mass of words. 

We are told in the Attic nights of Aulus Gellius, that 
when disciples were admitted into the school of Pythago- 
ras, they were for two years enjoined- silence, and were 
neither permitted to ask questions nor make remarks. 
After they had thus acquired ihe inestimable art df hom- 
ing their tongues, they were gmdoaUy pernntted tamiAe 
inquiries, and fim^y to communicate their own opini<ms. 

What a pity is it, that while superstitioiKly hoarding 
up the rubbish and rags of antiquity, we should su£fer 
these precious gems to lie unnoticed. What a beneficial 
dfect would this wise regulation of Pytfaagoraii have, if 

2U 
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ftB^q^ity have fruflijop^ws^peiww/W ^ # )f<?jwm) s^m 
tfi jtf^^ p9fscbievo]i|;$ p)(^iu^ in ji)tWg ^ v^iiierable c(m]|[i>- 
pfi)^ jof NjBW'An^^te^rcUfli. Tb^ <^4 fi^ptions pf Igng 
P^ wabd sh^Qvt ,p^^ which had ^xeep f^mojst ;^F(rii^gl^ 
Ijy tfefs IJepc^leftn gi^p of Peter JS^ijfF^eMWt, now ^prmg 
^ i^ tf^i&ld yioI^iH^. Not th^^t th|S pngixial can^ q( 
diSaiF^Ge still (axi^|^9 bift U ha3 ever been the ^^e pf 
P9^ name^ aa4 F^y J^inco^r ip ^reipfon, lopg a^^ ^ 
ff^ifi^ thap gavfs rise tp th^fn h#¥^ b(3(c$i;i forgott^t 
Tp jco^lete t^e ppt>Up ppofi^ic^ m^ bewilderment th|9 
^t4 word Ecmoftti^i which pne would hav^ thoiigltt was 
de^ Pf^ h^ried with WiUiain the T^ty, was o^ce ipope 
set ^SoAt, like the £yple of discord^ in tlie gprand ^W¥^J^ 
of NJ^i^ Nedjerjiai^ts-rr-according tp ^hfch sowfl prfl[i9i- 
ple of policy^ it was deeined more expedient to thrpF a^^ 
twepty thous^d guilders ppop ^n ineiQSiciept pl^n of d^ 
fence) ^ha^ tl^irty thous^d pp ^ good i^d substantial ppe» 
the provipce thu^ ip^kipg a ple^ s^vipg of ten thou^fMid 
guilders. 

But when t^ey c^i^e to discuss the mode of defences 
then hi^gm a wvp of wprds that baffles all desciipfi/t^* 
'jpi^e members, beingi a3 I obs(e?T/ed9 ei^is^ ip opjpfdte 
parties, i^ere ep^bled to prpceod wi(jb am^zin^isfystf^ wtf 
Cj8gvilari|y in the discussion of the gpestums before jt^bemt 
^\yhatpVfBr Wits propo^ by a lopg pjpe^ wfu$ opposed bgr 
the whple tri^ of shprt p^>ei^ wh^ lil^ trpe pp1iriciap» 
cc^sid^r^ it tjieir $r^^ty, ^9 #9C^ A^ 4o;wfid of i^ 
lopg fif^p^^TT^ix sec^d, to ^^yatfi itb^i^ft^v^s; ^ 
the^r thi^d, to copifplt the ^^Ifiur^ of the oc^^^try, ^liis 
at legist was the prttad pf ^ ippst upright ^tm^^ the p^ 
Qr ; fpf as'to tbf greaf miiss, they left ^ third coij^id^rfi* 
^<>q «Ht pf tbe <ine?tipp ^^t^jg/^^. 
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KiM tdApk^ M iSk^M&p&tka. ^glti hm^^m} 

lid»t <^ ait aMd<^ Wdf^ fl^^t^ % M^ j^if^, ili^y v^ris <fe^ 
ttdiisli^df by la^ <$tib«^; tlief iif^ plptAai6^ s«6o^g^lfefi^ 

^ktdied ivitb dtl tiik «AekIi% but A^y giiBt^ i^ va&f, fer 
it ap]^>a»^ itifttf tli^ gi«MA€^iiidl Was^^^mi^ired t6> pt(dM 
feet the pttHiiiK^ ti$ ffidihe'hoble^tict ^gsttiAc Fk^«Ag^eI . 
kb tfttny, by covcirittg fe wkk Ms t5tig«i«. 

Ihd^ tfttn^e Wafi* a |««rttoh of ifte ittetobcfi^g €ert^*t5hg 
<jf fet, n^ithpottttht rfabttfgteA*iH ^4to sitttobed ft^'plpey 
and said nothing, excepting to negative every plan of *^ 
fence that was.offered. These were of that class of wealthy 
old citizens who having aniiKW<^d a fortune, button up their 
pockets, shut their mouths, look rich, and are good for 
nothing all the rest of fli^iir^^ Like some phlegmatic 
oyster, which having swallowed a pearl, closes its shell, 
settks down in the mud» dnd pisatts with its Ufi^^sxxmef 
iliaiiiits treasure. Ev^ery plan> of de^ce s^alted^ to tliese 
i^orthy old gentlemen pregnant wiih rain. All lUfHied 
force was a legion of locusts, preying upon the public pro- 

imbiim m^; wWid fi^ftmlMg^'ii^ttiK^ to^ bnr^f ji ii^dM 
&s^ M sho^ &^ i^efded iPm ^ ^»mreiffi miauiati sv 

im^ dhmbbtfdi-^ ki^ t$^m ^c^f « brok^teflieuied 
ifi^lf rbul an i»)i^ jf/Mr^ WaS» df di^ tf^^ 

Tlii^cBdail^ve^i^iM^as!»^6fi^ df Mges ktSfhawtf^ 
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in empty brawls and long-winded speeches, wkbctat^ 
agreeing, exoept on the pcunt ^ith ^dnch they started^ 
naniely» that there was no time to be losi^ and debgrwifs 
minoiis* At length St. Nicbdas, taking con^NUMOKm oti* 
tkieir distracted situatiim, and anxious to presenre' ilMib 
frcnn anfrc^y, so ordered, thatin the midst of ofte of their 
most noisy debates on the su^igect of Ibctificatipn moA ^k* 
finioe, when they had nearly fiillen to loggerheads in Gk»- 
sequ^ioe of not being able to. convince each otli^, the 
question was happilj settled by amesseng^, who bounced 
into the chaipber and informed them, that the hostile fleet 
had arriired, and was actually, advancing up the I^bm ! 

Thus was all fiurther necessity c^ either fortiffing or 
disputing completely obviated; and thus was the grand 
council saved a world of words, and the province a world 
of expense— a most absolute and ^rious triumph of ^o^- 
ooinyt 



CHAPTER VI. 

In fi^AtcA ike troubles cf Nttf^AmHerdam appear to lhidck»^^ 
Shomng the hranerg^ in iime ^ peril, (^a people fvked^atd > 

ikmuebes by.rvsoluiione. - j 

LiKS as an ass^nU^ge of politic cats, engaged in cjaiao- 
reus gib^oriiigs and ci^iefwaulings, ^^eing iosoe ano^ar 
with, hideous grimaces, spitting in each otib^'s fiio^ .said 
on the pomt of breddng forth jnto a general chpper^^depiffi 
ii^, aire suddenly put to scampering, rout,-and caoSMiimt 
by di^.staitliii^ appearfuice of a hou9e*4Qg*'-i5$> ^b&[^ 
no lesd vociferous council of New- Aipsterd^tpi amazed, as- 
tounded, and totally dispersed, by the sudden arrival'^ 
the enemy* Eveiy maaotber made the best ofMs'^ 
hom^, w^ddUng al<Mig as $ist as his sh<»rt Ic^gs coidd*fi!g 
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immgLpt ikm beayy burthen, and wheeai»g as he w^it wiih 
eorpul^H^ and teijor. When he amred at his casllc^ be 
baixieadoed the street-docnr, and buried hunself in the d- 
dbr tc^Uar^ without daring to peep out^ lest he should h^ye 
lus head carried off by a cannon hiUl. 

The sovereign pec^le all crowded into the market place, 
-hmt}ing together with the insticict of sheqp, who seek for 
safety in each other's company, when the shepherd and 
Ms dog are absent, and the wcdf is prowling round the 
'^fold. Far from finding reli^ however, they only increased 
each other's terrors. Each man lodged ruefolly in his 
neighbour's fiu^e, in search of encouragement, but only 
fotpd in its wo-begone lineaments, a confirmation of his 
own dismay. Not a word now was to be heard of con- 
quBriiig Great Britain, not a whisper about the sovere^ 
virtiies of ecoiH>my— while the old women heightened the 
general gloom, by clamorously bewailing their fiite, and 
incessantly calling for protection on St. Nicholas and Pe^ 
t^ Stuyvesant. 

Oh) how did they bewail the absence of the lion-hearted 
Peter !*-and how did they long for the comforting pre- 
sence of Anthony Van Corlear ! Indeed, a glocHny un- 
Qi^ctainty hujog over the fiite of these adventurous heroes. 
D^r after day had elapsed since the alarming message 
firom the governor, without bringing any fiirther tidings 
oi his safety. Many a fearfiil conjecture was hazarded as 
to what had be&llen him and his loyal squire. Had 
they not been devoured alive by the cannibals of Marble- 
hitfMliaid Cape Cod? Were they not put to the questicm 
by the . great council of, Amphyc^ns ? Were they not 
smod^ered in <mi<Sns by the terrible men of Pyquag?— -^In 
4lie midst of Uiis consternation and perjdexity, when hor- 
eOE, like a n^ghty ^ight-mare, sat brooding upon the litde, 
; fiit, plethoric dty oS New-Amsterdam, the ears of tl^e mul- 
titnde were suddenfy startled by a strange and:. distant 
saifiBd-^it a(^roached-*^t grew )<mjderand>lpuder*T-and 
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tkiw it vefiomided M tb^ eiiy gace^ Thel pMUt mM Hdt 
h^ ndsiAm ik the v^dMmo^m soittid. A aitjfta ^ yjf 
burst frbtd Adf 1^ a6 th« g^kHtet F^r^ c<n^«»Mwi(b 
don:, and itfOio^tA by Iri^ fidthfht tfttfi^i^tei^, ttai^^^bp^ 
ping into the market^|]toc«f. 

The fim tntepmte (tf die (kipi^H^ hanin^ iMbi^lded, 
lfaeygtttb«fedix>ttaAthehoiiestAitthc»y»ite<ie di^ 
uMd ln0 h<tt'8e) otretwhdiffldng hidt itflli ^H^ftlJUgi^' ttfct 
ecliignMhtioiMi In brettthteils iM5eettt9 he ^dut^d td 
them the ttittirdloiur idv^ittfrei; Ihtxmgh i^kh Ae <>kl 
governor ind hiin«elf bad gcme, in making theb^ ^sdt^ 
from the clnt^M cS the terrible Amphyctic^. IMt 
though the Stnyvesant ma»i»N^p^ ndfii Hs eustomaiy 
xtttnuteness where any tbin^ loudiiA^ the grea« Pet^f ti 
concerned, is vety pat^c^ttlatr tti t6 ^ faieMcsnt^of fl^ 
mast€^ly retrent, yH th« particoiar state of the pnl^ af« 
Mts will not allow me to Mirige In a ftdl fetktti t9i«ree£ 
Let H soffice to say, that, wM)e Peter Btuyve^^it wm 
anxiously revolving in his mind, how h^ eotdd t^2kt 
good hb escape with honowr and Aip^, oeM»in itf the 
ships sent out for the conqotet olthe Manhattoear touefted 
at die eastcon portSF^ td obtain needlU supplier and toerill 
cm the grand eoondl of the league for its phia6&ci «e^ 
^penAon. Upon hearkig of thk, &e if4gilaiit PeC^ par^ 
ceitfug diat a numiMt^a delay wigre &fai^ made a s«6i!^ 
and precipitate decampment; diough mneh ^ it glHe^ 
his lofty soul, to be obl%ed to turn hk^back ev^ntQ)on a 
natbn of foes. Many hair-^b^eadll^ 'srei^es^ abd ditSMi 
perilont mi^hapi^ did they snstmn, as ti^ ^dour^ wMn 
axsi domd <^ trumpet^ thnmigli thel fair It^na ef tb« «aM« 
Alreacty was the country m m vtptcmt K4di hoiMile pit^litttt* 
tioti, and they W«f^ obUged to tak« a la^ge circuit ki> fte# 
flight, lurkitig along, throu^ the woody moutitaini^ df tlia 
BeviPs Ba^bone; from whencedte taliofit Pifier^Milli^ 
forth one day,^ like a lion, and pnttoroui^a vAadtt fej j| tori 
of squatters, consisting of threes generations of a pl^tiMti 
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%l^ily« wbq were alfje^y ojx tjhrir way to take possessioA 
of ^upp^ comer of tfee New-Netlierlmds. Nay, the feith- 
&} Anthony )[^ great difficulty ^t siwdry times, to pre- 
vent him, in the excess of his wrath, from 4esc€9iding 
4pw» from the mojuntains, and f9^ing sword in hand, 
iq[)Q^ certain of the l^order-towns, who were m^shalling 
forth Aw dr^ggjie-tailed militia. 

The firs^ mov^nents ot* the governor on reaching his 
dw^;Ui^ was to mount the ^roof, from whence he contem^ ' 
p^ted witi^ rueful aspect the hostile sq^uadron* This had 
alr^^y come to an wchpr in the bay, and consisted of 
twf^ stout frigrtes^ having on board, ^s John Josselyn, 
Geirtfj iwlbrms ws, " three hi^dred valiant red coats." 
f|£^y4j(^ t^en thi^ survey, he sat himself down, and wrote 
^ ^^tle to the cpwnwider, demanding his reason of an- 
<jlm)i:^ iij the harbour without pbtftining previous per- 
l^^ioQ so to do. This letter wa^ couched in the most 
dJgiuQed wd coprteows terms, though I h^ve it fixpi un-r 
dcmbted ^\il}^ority, that his teeth were clinched, and he 
|[^ ^ bjitter siardpi^c gprhx vipon his visage all the while 
h^ WTPte^ Having despfitched his letter, the grim Peter 
^Ivmped tP a»d fro f^bout the towp, with a most war-*be^ 
ti^^niftg cov^ntep^wK^ his hands thrust into his breeches 
po^etsi, and whisitling a low Dutch Psalm tune, which 
bqi^ ^np sfuall resemblapce to the music of a^orth-^ast wind, 
. -iprh^ ^ Stpiqin is brewiiE^. The very dogs, as they eyed 
Irifldj, ^j^ed ^w^y ip dismay-r-white ^ *e oW mi ugly 
WKWf^ of NeW'-Ai^^terdan^ ran hpwKng a^ hi^i heels, im* 
plfc^r^ hJW tfn ms^ tbew fro^a iwrder, roblwy, a^d pi* 
tiless ravishment ! 

Xh? f^ply ^ Col. Ni<4^ql&| whp comuHu^ded the inva- 
4f^s, w^ g9»che4 W^enw of eqjwl o^m^¥ with the letr 
^ P!f the gQTW^prr^ecl^ri^g the xi(^% ^d tit^^ of his 
%irt^h f)i4g^sty tp *he prpvi^ce; where he aJBrwed the 
J^P^ to be mere iwt^loper^; m^ demanding tb»t the 
^Ifffff^ fipirts, &9« shpwld ^e. forthwith render^ into hi;s 
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majesty's obedience and protecticm.^proimsitig at the 
same time, life, liberty, estate, and free trade, to every 
Dutch denizen, who should readily submit to his majesty'is 
government. 

Peter Stuyvesant read over this friendly epistle with 
some such harmony of aspect as we may suppose a cfUSQ^ 
&rmer, who has long been fattening upon his neighbour's 
soil, reads the loving letter of John Stiles, that warns him 
of an action of ejectment* The old governor, however, 
was npt to be taken, by surprise^ but thrusting die sum- 
mons into his breeches pocket, he stalked three times 
across the room, took a pinch of snuff widi great vehe- 
mence, and then loftily waving his hand, promised to 
send an answer the next morning. In the mean time he 
called a general council of war of his privy counsellors 
and burgomasters, not4br the purpose of asking their ad- 
vice, for that, as has been already shown, he valued not 
a rush ; but to make known unto them his sovereign de* 
termination, and require their prompt adherence. 

Before, however, he convened his council, he resolved 
upon three important points ; first, never to give up the 
city, without a little hard fighting, for he deemed it highly 
derogatory to the dignity of so renowned a city, to suffer 
itself to be captured and stripped, without receiving a few 
kicks into the bargain. Secondly ^ that the majority of his 
grand council was composed of arrant poltroons, utterly 
destitute of true bottom; and, thirdly, that he would not 
therefore sufier them to see the summons of Col. Nidiois, 
lest the easy terms it held out might induce them to da^ 
mour for a surrender. 

His orders being duly promulgated, it was a pit6o«» 
si^t to behold the late valiant burgomasters, who had 
demcdished the whole British empire in their harangues^ 
peeping ruefidly out of their hiding places, and then craiH* 
ing cautiously forth, dodging through narrow lanes^ and 
alleys; starting at every little dog that barked, as thdi^ 
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Miadebeen a dfec^ajf^ of akill^v-.|iiisiaking lan^»-i^ostii 
l^'Britkb grenadiers, and m the excess of their pemiCt 
iil0lamarphosiiig pun^s into formidable soldiers, leyellii^ 
blunderbusses at thdr bosoms! Having, however, in 
ifeapite'bfnimierous perils and difficuldes of tfaekind, ar- 
umA-nsidj without the loss of a single man, at die hall of 
aismMy, they took their seals and awaited in fearfol si^ 
knceifae arrival of the governor. In a few moments Ae 
wooden leg of die intrefnd Peter was heard in rt^^nlar 
aad stont-hearted thumps upon the staircase. — He enteiv 
edtl^ chaipber, lyrrayed in full suit c^regknentals, and car* 
ryhig his trusty toledo, not girded on his thigh, but tucked 
under his arm. As the governor never equipped himself 
in thb portentous manner, unless something of martial na* 
tare were working vdthin his fearless pericranium, hisr 
comicil regaitled him ruefully, a^a very Janus, bearing 
fee fund sword in his iron countenance, and forgot to light - 
their pipes in breadiless scispense. 

The great Peter was as doqu^it as he was val(nrous; 
Indaed, these two rare qiialities seemed to go hand in 
hand in his compositiim $ and, unlike most great states- 
men, whode victmes are only confined to the bloodless 
field of ^gianent, he was always rea«fy to enforce his Imut* 
dy ivords by no less^ hanfy deeds. His speecjies were ge- 
nexyfymariied by a simplicity, approackfaig to bluntness, 
and by trriy • categorical decisbn. Addressing the grand 
coiuncil, he toudied briefly upon the perils and hardships 
he had sustained, in escapi^ from his crafty foes. He 
iM^t reproached the coundl', for wasting in idle ddi>ate^ 
and party feiHls, that time which should have been devoted 
l« their coun^« He was particularly indignant at those 
brarwlers, who, conscious of individual security, had dis^ 
graced the councils of the province, by impotentheetorii^s 
a0d scurrilous invectives, against a noble and a powerful 
momy — those cowardly curs, who were kicessantin their 
fa|^ricing» and yelpings at the lion, while distant or asleep, 
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but themotnent he;i^proaolied, .were the J^t t^ stadk a^ 
yfr^y. He now caU^ on those who hjs^d been,90 vijiaiit 
in their threats agamst GreUt^ l^tain, to stted' forth mud 
support the^^ vauiidngs by their ac^cnis— for it was deeisi 
not war^^ that bespoka^ the spirit of a nation. . He pro^ 
i^ded to, recajl the golden days' of form<e^. prosperity, 
which were only to be g^uped by mesaMLj withstanding 
thf^ enemies ; for the peace, he observed^ Mrfaii^ is a£bcted 
by force of arnuf, is always more isure atidfdurable, dian 
that which is .patched up by tempcnrcM^ laccomdiodi^oQs^ 
He endeaToured, moreover, to arouse their martial fire^ 
by reminding them of the time, when, be&^e the frowning 
ipralls of fort Christina, he had led them.cm to victory. 
He strove likewise to awaken their ccmfidenoe, by assur- 
ing them of the protecticm o£ St. ; Nicholas, who had hi^ 
therto maintained them in sa&ty,^ amid alj the savages vi 
the wilderness, the witches and squttt^^rs of the edst, «od 
the giants of Merry-land. Finally, he informed them of 
the insolent summcms he had received, to mirrender ; but 
cpnduded by swearing to defaid the {urovinoe as long aa 
heaven was on his side, and he had a wooden leg to stxnd 
upon. Which noble s^itence he emphasised by a trram^ 
dous thwack with the broad side <^his sw^ upon th^ 
table, that totally electrified his auditors. 

The privy counseUprs, who had long be^ accustemed 
to the governor's way, and in &ct had been brought into 
as perfect di^cipline, as were €verthe soldi^s of the great 
Frederick, saw that there was no use in sajong a wcnrd— 
so lij^ited their pipes and &ancA:ed away in silence like ftt 
smd discreet counsellors. But the burgoinastors being leas, 
under the governor's contrd, considering themsdves as 
representatives of the sovereign people, and bdi^ more- 
over lifted with consaderaUe importance and selS-suffici- 
ency, which they had acquired at those ndtal^ schools of 
wisdom and morality, the populiu* meetings— were not so 
easily satisfied. Mustering up firesh spurit, when they 
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fiiii0d'dic|fe .was i6me.daan€ejQf ^8di{»ng>fix>in ihmt. pre^ ' 
mEAjmpmrdyi^ ^thout fthediiagreeable nd^etnalivjs of ^^ 
ii^ they; xtqimsied t^fx^y of difi dinQmons t6 torrender^ 
thktth^jiugfatdiow Utoftgttitod md^^ peopiei 

• So Jiiscdei^aBd mutindii^'a i»qii«st>woiiid hate been 
etUMigb to fasre vousedL.the gcnrge of die tranquil Van 
Twiller.hnBelf«*<*what tbcbinust have been its efieet upon 
ihelgrtot Stuyveisaiit^ Hbx^ was not only a Dutdunan, m 
governor, and a valiant woodeoJejgged odidier to boot, bcrt 
widial'a aan of the most atonrmdiftd and gnqpowder dis- 
poflitibn; H^bvu^tfoirtl^ inlt>^bkakeofn<^leind]gnation9 
to which the' 6mo«i$>n^' of Achilles waf a mere pouting 
fit— H»woTe not a mother's sba of them should see a sylla* 
Ue of it---thait they deserved^ every one of them, to be 
hai^ged, dralvn, and qiuutofcd, finr traitoroosly daring to 
questioh the Jn&Uibilil^.ofgoreritmeht; that as to their 
advice or cbncunrence,* he did not cafe a whiff of tobacco 
for' either ;• thiiA hethad Icnlg been harassed' and thwarted 
by their cowavdbf coiihcils ; but that they 'might tfaence<*> 
findi go hame» ajdd go^io bed Uke old women^ for he was 
detennined to defend^the cdony himself^ without the as- 
sistance of them cor their adherents ! So saying he tucked . 
bis sword und^ his arm, eockied his hat upon his head, 
and girding up his^ Icons, stumped indignently-^aut of the 
eouncilM^hamher, every body maldng room for him as he 
passed.^ '^' 

' 'No sooner had he gone .than the bosy burgomasters 
called a puhlitC meeting in front of the Stadt-house, where 
idieyiqppointed as diairman one I>ofue Roerback, amighly 
gingerbread^bakerJin the land, and formerly of the caUnet 
of William the Tcsty« He was looked up to with' great 
veverence by the populace, who considered him a man of 
dark knowledge, seeing he was the finst that imprinted 
uew^^year cakes with the mysterious hietoglypbics of the 
cock and breeches, and such like magical devices. 

This great buigomaster^ who still chewed thecudof ill* 
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wiil ngidnst die valiunt StayveMliit^ln iXMMs^iteteiiof 
having bem igiioimiiioiisly kkkwl out of kit cabinieitvtr 
Aft time of Us taidng die ^rdns of goreiliimi^ 
the greasy iliidtitaile in what is ettUed a {Mtriotfe qpeedi $^ 
in whieh he informed them of the couHeous smnmon^ to 
suifeiider**r^thb gov^nor's refusal, to onnply dier^rith 
-H^-of hb drayibg the public a si^of the summons, which^ 
he had ho dbubt, emstainsdd conditions hi^y to the ho- 
nour and advantage of the province. . ; 

He then proceeded: to ^eak of his excelkncy in high 
soundmg tenns, suitable to the dignity and grandeur of 
his station, conqimring him to Nero, Caligula^ and tiK>se 
other great men of yore, who are generally quoted by 
pi^mlar orMors on sknihur oecainiMis. Assuring the peo« 
|rie that the history of the worid di4 aat contaih a^espo^ 
tic outrage tx> equal the present for atrocity, drudty, ty^ 
lanny, and blood-thucrtiness.; that it would be recorded 
in letters of fire on the falood««tained tablet of Ustory I 
that ages would roll back with sudden horror, when thej^ 
came to view it ! That the womb of time~(l7 the way 
your orators and writers take irtarange libaiies with the 
womb of time, though some Woidd fiun have us b^eve 
that time is an old gentleman)<^that the immah of time^ 
pregnant 'as it was with direlul horrors, would never pro- 
duce a parallel encHrmity l<^^with a variety of' other hearts 
rending, soul-stirring trcq)es and figures, which I. cannot 
enumerate. N^her, indeed, need I, fi>r they were" ex- 
actly the same that are used in aQ piqralar faacai^es and 
patriotic olrations at the present day, and may be dasacd 
in rhetcHric under tfaie general tide of Rigmarole. 

The speech of tMsinsfnredburgcmiasterbdng finished, 
the meeting fdl into a kind of pofmhr fisrmentadon, whieh 
produced not only a string of iSg^ wise resolutions, but 
likewise a most resolute memorial, addressed to the go- 
vernor, remonstrating at his conduct; which was no sooner 
handed to him, than he handed it into the fire ; and thus 
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baori/stovedtss » pmoodfiPtt'ta the ^nlightoiwri cohMiBi 
wdlia&ms tiCrtbeprefeiit^yy ia tb«ir sage k^ieirmBdclBD^t 
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CMSaMi^^ itde/kl ^sat^ef ^Anihimff^ ikk Ttumpeler i and 
.' i hmir Petef S^ifveim^ me amoatid ikmwdk'nMM^'St^ 
II mh^U'Miifkf Farliflmmri* .!! -. . -d 

/'''»{ t)'n;* : -.."! . ;ii. .♦ i *:..•; ^.' • * . wl i.'v-' * f"*i 

d9irii.EpwlM9rnloadoflwil«dk;t^^ favrgoiMA? 

tefjg^ &r a-fiiet'of jsdf*wiU^iob«|ianat^ bea«btrcMi^ v|id^ 
who woidd, neither be coi^diusad nor pemuided; and dfr 
termined tbeocefortib to .have notbiag more to do .wUb 
th^oii but to consult merely the opinion of his: privy 
wnnacUom^ ^whidi he heitsm fisom e^qMsrienoe to be the 
ba«t in the, vffmVAy hmmifAi 9^'Mi,tim^n diflbr^i itwi \m 
fURtf Nqr,4id.he omt,. now. .that his hai)d y^m in, tobe*- 
sitow some thouflind kft-hwded eomplimnnts ufian the 
#(fvex^^gPV.p<IQple^ whom h^ mjikd i^ f<H: ».tord ip£.pql* 
ij^QfifH^ w)iQ:hiMlj9o relish, fetr the glorious har^ips and 
Mlimbiic^ :misadve9ti«res. ;of bafildk-**-b^. would rather stay 
i9kihiHne,.aod eat imd sle^ in^jgpoUe eiisey,thangaiit m»^ 
.QK^rtalitjf and a broken head»(tby .valiantly %htiQg in a 

w ResdLntety bwty however,: tQKm defendipg his beloved 
Oilfy^ija d|9ff>He.ev«in4|f ita^fhe^ called nnto him JUs.tr^^ 
ymCorleiu:, wjbio w^^ his^ i^i^itrhand wm in dl times oi 
emergency. Him did he adjure to take his war-denoun- 
cing trumpet, and mounting his horse, to beat iqp the 
MQpuntiy, night a|id day^^sounding the alaiw along the 
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fia^Uxtai bordnrv <3i the' Brbim*-*startUiig^^iie iv^^ 
todies of Gfotoii^'^^-aroiisihg 4b^ rugged yeomaibyof Weeii 
hi^wkiiiid Hcfcoekeii«-4he wif^ty m&^ ofibaittle<€if TofM 
pan Bay *— and the Inrave boys of Tarry tomuind SkKipf 
hollow— -together with all the other warriors of the conn** 
tiy round about; charging^ihem one and all) to sling 
tbw powder-horns, shoulder their fowling-pieces, and 
march merrily down to the Maahtfttoes. 

Now there was nothing in all the world, the divine sex^ 
excepted, that Antlumy Van Corlear loved better than 
efxands of this kind* So,- just stopping to take ahutf 
dinner, and bracing to his side hb ^nk-bottle, wdi 
charged with heart-inqpiring Hcdlands, he issued jdlily 
from ^e atf gatis, thiU; locked out upon ^hkt is at pre- 
wilt triled ^NNM^wayr B^Qtidibg las iiMil ft[&i«w^ 
strain^ that rin^ iii s^r^tljr'e^iOies through ^e windit^ 
streets of New^Amstdrdtotn^-^Ates ! never mote were th^ 
to be gladdisned by the melody of dieir fikvikirite tnim* 
petar! * - '• •• " ''/'' -'■•' "• '" - - • ''■" 

It was a diifric^^ and stoiOB^ nigkt^wh^ t^^ 
amved at the fiunous ateek 'i(«Migd[y debomhiated Haer^ 
tern river) which S€^)arates the island 4)f Mtttef^faata &om 
the maiai land* The wmd was tiigl]^ die diements vftfe 
in an uproar, and no Charon edttld be fiitmdto'&nry'the 
iEMlva[itaroHs Bontider of brass acn>si$ the' watgti - Fdr 4. 
short time he v^urbd like dn in^uitient' gfaiost upoil Ifce 
blink, and then, bethinking hims^of the ui^^^cy c^ Ms 
errand, tck^ a.heatty eitibrriice of his stone'bettle, sw^dft^ 
most valorously that he would swim across, en spiji dea 
duyvel (in ^fite of the deiffi 1} add' darihg^ ptimged 4ito 
the streakn^^Ludkless Anthony! scarcer hfld' his buffeted 
half-wayoter, wlienhe was obscsrved to s(a*tig^vidteHtly» 

, * A corruption of Topt-paun; so called firom'a Iribte of'In^Uans 
whkk boasted 150 Bghting men. See OgO^e^tf Hist ''^ 
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M Mi httltfiDg widi the spkit of the wati»*t~iti8tiiicti^^ 
he put his tnui^Mt to his mouth, and, giving a vehemeiit 
blast, sunk for ever to the bottom ! 
• The potoit dongour of his trumpet, like the ivory 
horn of the r^Myimed Paladin Orlando^ when expiring in 
t^ glorious Add of Roneesvlilks, rung fiur and wide 
through the dountry, alarming the neighbours round, 
who hurried in amazemeoat to the qpot'^Here an okl 
Dutdi bui^er, fiuned ibr his veradty, and who had been 
avitness of the ftct, related to them the indanohcdy a£* 
hit; with the fearful additioB (to which I am slow of 
gimg. belief), that he saw thci duyvel, in the i^pe of a 
hnge> niofls4Kmker, seise the sturdy Anthony by the li^, 
and drag'hiin beneath the waves. Certain it is, the place, 
wkh the Bdjokmg promontory, which projects iiUx> the 
Hiid80% has been called S^tjt dm duyvel^ or Spiking 
iuyvd^ ever ^ince— -the restless ghost (^ the unfortunate 
Anthony still haunts the surrounding sdkudes, and his 
trumpet has often been heard by the ncd^bours, of a 
atcnrmy night, mingling with the howtin^ of the blast. 
Nobody ever attanpts to swim over the credc after dark | 
on the contrary, a bridge has been built to guard against 
siseh melancholy accidents in future— -and as to moas- 
Ixmkers, they are held in such abhorrence, that no true 
Dutchman will admit them to his table, who loves good 
fiih, and hates the devil ' 

. Stich was the end of Anthony Ybxi Corlear^^a man 
deserving of a better fiite. He lived roundly and sound* 
ly, like & true and joUy bacdidiory until the day of his 
death ; but though he was never married, yet did he leave 
belund some two or three doaen dukb^i, in d^Serent 
parts of the country—^fine diubb^, brawling, flatulent 
little utchins, from whom, if legencb speak true (and they 
are not i^t to lie), did descend the innumeraUe race of 
editors, who peoj^e and defend this oountry, and who are 
bountifully paid by the peofde for keeping up a ccmstant 
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akunii-**»aad makhig them miserable. < Would that thejr 
bunted the worth, as the^ • do the wimi, of theif re* 
nowned progenitor ! 

The tidings of this lamentable catastrophe imparted a 
severer pang to the bosom of Peter StirpesMt^ ttian did* 
even the invasion of his beloved Amsterdam. It cadi^' 
ruthlessly home to those sweet auctions, ihat grow doite 
around the heart, and are nourished by its warmest cmr^ 
rent« As some lone pilgrim wandmng in tradde^ 
wastes, while the tempest whistles through hist lodes, and 
dreary night is gathering around, sees stretched, cold'jmd 
lifeless, his &ithluLdog — the scde companion of his joioir- 
nQring--*who luid shared his solitary meal, and so oftm 
licked his hand in humble gratitude; — so did the gene^ 
rous4iearted hero of the Manhatto^ contemplate the uBh 
timely end of his faithftd Anthony. He had been the 
humble attendant of his footsteps— *he had cheered hhn 
in many a heavy hour, by his honest gaiety; and had 
fi)l]owed him in loyalty and affection, through mimy a 
scene of direfiil peril and mishap. He was gone for ever 
«-*and that too at a moment whai every mongrel cur 
seemed dcu&ing from his side.^ — This, Peter Stu3rvesant 
—this was the moment to try thy fortitude; and tfiis 
was the moment, when thou didst indeed shine ibrtk-^^ 
Ve^b&c iht HeadHrwigi- ' 

Hie glare of day had long dispelled ^ horrors of the 
last stormy night, still all was dull and gloomy. Hie 
kte jovial Apcdlo hid hiis face behind lugubrious clouds, 
peeping out now and then for an instant, as if anxious, 
• yet fei^ul, to see what was going on in his favourite city. 
Thb was the eventful morning, when the great Peter was 
to give his reply to the siHnnums of the invaders. Al- 
ready was he dioseted with his privy council, sitting in 
grim state Imxiding over the fate dfhis favourite tnimpe- 
ter^ and amn boiling with indignation as the insolence of 
his i^ecreant burgmnasters flashed upon his mind. ' While 
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■joki tbis «tate of irritntion, a courier arrived in aU haste 
Scorn Winjtbropy the subtle g^emor of Canneoticut, cova^ 
selling him in the most affectionate and disintere8te4 miuir 
iier to surrender the prcmocey and magnifying the dan- 
Ijers and calamities to which a refusal would subject him. 
What a moment was tlus to intrude officious advice upon 
A.HiaQ who never took advice in his whole lifei — The 
fiery, old govemoi: strode up and down the chamb^, with 
a vehemence that made the bosoms of his counsellors to 
^qfuake with awe, railing at his unludky &te, that thus 
4]tmde him the constant biUt of fitctious subjects and jer 
sttitical advisers. 

Just at this ill-chosen junBture, the officious burgo- 
masters, who. were now completely on the watch, and had 
iieard. of the arrival of mysterkms dispatches, came manchi- 
ijDg in a resolute body into the room, with a legion of sdie- 
-peas and toadnsaters at their heels,^ and abruptly demanded 
41 fienisal of the Ijstter* Hms to be broken in upon by 
what he esteemed a << rascal rabUe," and that too at the 
very moment he was grinding under an irritation from 
abroad, was too much for tb^ spleen of the choleric Pe- 
ter. He tore the letter in a thousand pieces,* threw it 
in the &ce of the i^eares^ bprgpiqa^ter, broke his pipe 
oyer the bead of the next, hurled his spitting-box at an 
unlucky schepen, who was just making a inasterly retreat 
out at the door, ai^d finally prorogued the whole meeting 
sine die^ by kicking them down stairs with his wooden 
l«g. 

As soon as the burgomasters could recover from the oon- 
fusioui into which their sudden exit had thrown them, and 
had taken a litUe time to breathe, they protested against 
the conduct of the, governor, which they did not hesitate 
, to prmounce tyrannical, unconstitutk>nal, highly indecent, 
fftA somewhat disrespected. They then called a public 

/ ^ ■ * * ■ ■ ■ ' ' .! ■ *l! rrs-.- 

* Smith's Historv Of N. y, 
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meetii^ who^ they read the proteiti and addresdng ikk 
aumnbly in aaet speedi, rdated at full lengdi, and with 
appropriate colouring and ^ci^igeralion, the despotic and 
vincUetiye deportment of the goventuHr; declaring that, for 
their own parts, they did not vakie a straw the bdog 
kicked, cuffed, and mauled by the timber toe of his ex- 
cell^iqr, but they felt for the dignity of the sovereign 
pecqple, thus rudely insulted by the outrage committed on 
the seats of hcmour of their representatives. The latter 
part of the harangue had a violent effect upon t&e sensi- 
bility of the people, as it came home at once to that deli- 
cacy of feeling and jealous pride of character vested in all 
true mobs ; who, thoi^ they may bear ii^uries without 
a murmur, yet are marvelloudy jealous of their sovereign 
dignity; and there is no knowing to what act of resent- 
ment they might have been provoked against the re- 
doubtable Petor, had not the greasy rogues been some- 
what more afraid of their sturdy old governor, than thqr 
were of St Nicholas, the English, or the D 1 himself. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Horn Pder Sh^vesant defhnded the city of Vtm-Avuierdam fi/r 
several days, by dint qftke ^rength of kit head. 

Theae is something exceedingly sublime and mehm- 
cfaoly in the q>ectacle which die present crisis of our his- 
tory pyresents* An illustrious and venerable litde dty, 
the metropolis x>f an immense extoit o;f uninhabited coun- 
try, garrisoned by a doughty host of orators, chairmen, 
cQumiitteanen, burgomastors, schq)en8, and old women, 
governed by a determined and strcmg-headed warrior, 
and fortified by mud-batteries, palisadoes, and resolu^ 
ticms, blockaded by sea, beleagiu*Qd by land, and threat- 
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esed wilb dire^ dasdalioiv fitmi widiool^ wluleiU; very 
vitateaite torn, with iirtelrnidfiMSliaaaiidcotiu^^ Ne- 

vet did historic p^ nevoid ii page cf more complico^ . 
distress, unless it be the strife that distracted the Israelites 
diiiriQg the uege of Jerusalem, where cUscordaiit parties 
H^re cutting each other's throats, at the mom^it wiiea 
die rictorioiis legions of Titus had toppled down ihm 
buli¥iu*ks, atid were carrying fire and sword into the Tery 
Sanetutai SiUietorum of the t^nple. 

Gbvenior , Stuyvesant hating triumplmntly, as has been 
recorded, put his grand council to the rout, and thus de-^ 
livered himsdf from a multitude of impertinent advisers, 
de^Mitched a categorical reply to the conunanders of the 
invading squadron; wherein he asserted the right and 
title of their high mightinesses the lords states general 
to the province <^ New Netheriands, aiid trusting in die 
ri^teousness cilas cause, set the whole British nation at 
defiance ! >Iy anxiety to extricate my readers and my- 
sdf fircHB these disastrous scenes, prevents me from, giv- 
ing the whole of this gallant letter, which C(Micluded in 
these manly and ajOfectionate- terms : 

<^ As touching the threats in your amdusion, we have 
nothing to answer^ only that we fear nothii^ but what 
God (who is as just as mercifiil) shall lay upon us— ^a ll 
things bdbg in his gracious disp<^— and we may as weU 
be preserved by Him with small forces, as by a great 
army; which makes us to wish you all happiness and 
prosperity, and recommend you to his protecticm. — My 
kurds, ycmr thrice humble and affectionate servant and 
firiend, 

" P. SrmrvESAHT." 

Thus having resolutely thrown his gauntlet, the brave 
Peter studc a pair of horse-|Hst(^ in his belt— f;irded an 
immense powder-horn on his side—- thrust hts sound lc|[ 
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iiiti^ a beraian boot«*»aifd, tlappihg his fierce Kttk ina^ 
fatfl cm tihe top of his head, paraded ixp and domi-tii itmit^ 
oTlris hodse, deCennined to defend his beloved city 16 iJie^ 
htot 

While M these wolid straggles and dissenao&s wein^ 
{A^eh^ii^ iif 'Ae unhapi^ city of New-^AfiosCenlEitei tfnd^ 
irhile its worthy, bat ill-istaiTed governor was^frankig' 
the abore qaoted letter^ the EngUsh commanders did net 
remain idle. They had agents sea*etly mn{^yed to Ib-^ 
ment the fears and damours of the popul«» ; and mone- 
over dlltiulated &r and wide, through the adjacent (xnm- 
try, a proditination, repealing the terms they had alreadf 
held out in their summons to surrender, and beguilmg' 
the simple Netherlanders vriik the most crafty and cond* 
liating professions. They promised that eveify man iNrho 
Vcduntarily submitted to the authority of his British ma- 
jesty, should retain peaceable possession of his house, his 
TTOuw, and his cabbage garden. That he should be suf- 
fered to smoke his pipe, speak Dutch, wear as many 
breeches as he pleased, and import bricks, tiles, and stone 
jugs from Holland, instead of manu&cturing th^n on the 
spot — that he should on no account be compelled to learn 
the Ekiglish language, or keep accounts in any otl^r way 
Ihan by casting them upon his fingers, and chalking them 
down upon the crown of his hat| as is still observed a-^ 
mong the Dutch yeomanry at the present day. That 
every man should be allowed quietly to iitherit his fedier^s 
hat, coat, shoe-buckles, pipe, and every other persomd 
appendage ; and that nd man should be obliged to con<^ 
form to any hnprovements, inventions, or any other mo- 
dem innovations ; but, on the ccmtrary, should be per- 
mitted to build his house, follow his trade, manage hi^ 
ferm, rear his hogs, and educate his dhildren, precisdy 
as his ancestors did before him since time immemorial. — 
Finally, that he should have all the benefits office trade^ 
and should not be required to acknowledge ai^ odui 
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siiisit ilt the cakndlu- tban Saint Nichda% whd sbould 
th ci a e ^rwarid^ m bdbre, be considered the tutelar saint 
oftheeitf. , 

These tertns^ as may be supposed, appeared very satis« 
fretorjr to the people, who hadagreatd^xxatioii to ei^oy 
dMir fMtiperty mimolested, and a nK>st singuhtr avonmiic 
to engage in a contest, where they could gain litlk more 
than hmonr and broken heack<«-^iie ikst of which they 
held in pfaalosophic indifference, the latter in utter detes* 
tation. By these insidious means, therefore, did the ^kkg* 
lisli succeed in alienatii^ die coi^dfsice and afftctions of* 
the populace from dieir gallant old governor, whom they 
oonsideied as obstinately bent upon running them intohs^ 
deous misadT^tures; and did not hesitate to speak their 
minds fredy, and abuse him most heartily^behind kis' 
back. 

Like fls a mighty grampus, wIk) though assailed and 
bu£fetted by roaring waves and brawling surges, still keeps 
on an undeviadng course ; and though overwhelmed by 
boisterous IhIIows, still emerges from the trouUed de^ 
spouting and blowit^ with tenfold violence—so did the 
inflexible Peter pursue, unwavering, his determined career, 
and rise contemptuous above the clamours of the rabble. 

But when the British Warriors found, by the tenor of 
his reply, that be set their power at defiance, they forth^. 
with despatched recniiting officers to Jamaica, and Jeridio, 
and Nineveh, imd Quag, and Patchog, and all those towns 
OB Long Island, which had been subdued of yore by the 
knmortal Stofiel Brinkeriioff i stirring up the valiant pro« 
gray rf Preserved Rsh, and Determined Cock, and those? 
other illustrious squatters, to assail the city of New- Am- 
sterdam by land. In the mean while the hostile ships 
made awdul preparation to commence an assault by water« 

The streets of New- Amsterdam now presented a scene 
of wild dismay and consternation, in vain did the gal^ 
lant Stoyvesant <miler the citizens to arm and assemble in 
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iht pobMc squacrie or marketrplaee. Tl^ '"wbxAe pftHy i)i^ 
short pipes'in the course of a sin^ Ai^t'had^Aa^ied 
into arrant old women — a metamorphosis gbIj to bepiur-. 
dMed by the prodigies recorded by JAvj as. having hap* 
p^ned to Rome atthet^proaohof Hannibdi ; whett.Hitoeg* 
sweated in pore affirigfat, goats were converted into sheqpj* 
and cocks turning into hens ran cackling about the stireets^^ 

Hie harassed Peter, thus menaced fiasm witlMHit and* 
tormented from within — baited by thie bargo«^ia8ta*s lind' 
hooted at by the rabble--<dbafisd, and growled, likid i^ged- 
like a fhrious bear tied tx> a stake, and wearied 'by a l^k»i; 
of scoundrel curs. Finding, however, that aK filrther 
attempts to defend the city were viun, and hearing that an 
irruptkm of borderers and m6ss*troopers was ready to de^ 
luge him from the east, he was at. length ccmpelled, in 
spite of his proud heart, which swelled in hb throat until' 
it had nearly choked him, to consent to a treaty of sur- 
render. 

Words cannot express the transports of the people, on 
receiving this agreeable intelligence ; had they detained a 
conquest over thdr enemies, they could not have indulged 
greater delist. The streets resounded, mth their con- 
gratulations—they extolled tbefar governor as the fiither 
and deliverer of his country — they crowded to hk house 
to testify their gratitude, and werv ten times more noisy 
in their plaudits, than when' he returned, with victory 
perched upon his beaver, from die glorious capture of 
Fort Christina ; but the indignant Peter shut his doors 
and windows, and tookrefiige in the innermost recesses of 
his mansion, that he might not hear the ignolde rejoidnga 
of the rabble. 

In consequence of this consent of the governor, a pari^ 
was demanded of the besi^ingforcestotreat of the terms 
of surrender. Accordingly a deputation of six commis- 
dimers was appointed on boA sides, and on die 27tii 
August, 1664, a capitulation highly &vourflUe to the pro- 
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m/ao%9 and lioiuHU«Me to Peter Stuyveauit, was agreed to 
bj the aEiemy, who had ccmoeived a hi^ c^inkm of the 
▼alour ef the nifm of the Manhattoes, and the magnanimity 
and unbounded discreticm of their governor. 

One thing alone remained, which was, that the articles 
of surrender should be ratified, and signed by the gover^ 
nor. When the commissioners respectfiilly waited upon 
him-for this purpose, they were received by the hardy old 
warrior widi the most grim and bitter courtesy. Hiswar- 
like accoutrements were laid aside— an old India night- 
gown was wnqpped around his rugged limbs, a red night 
cap overshadowed his frowning brow, and an iron gray 
beurd, of three days' growth, gave additional grimness to 
his visage. Thrice did he seize a little worn-out stump of 
a pen, and essay to sign the loathsome paper — thrice did 
he clindi his teeth, and make a most horrible count^iance, 
as though a pestiferous dose of rhubarb, senna, and ipe- 
cacuanha, had been offered to his lips ; at length, dashing 
it from him, he seized his brass hilted sword, and jerking 
it from the scabbard, swore by Su Nicholas, he'd sooner 
die than yield to fmy power under heaven. 

In vain was every attempt to shake this sturdy resolu* 
tion-^menaces, remonstrances, reviliugs were exhausted 
to no purpose; for two, whole days was the house of the 
valiant Peter besieged by the clamorous rabble, and for 
two whole days did he betake himself to his arms, and per- 
sist in a magnanimous refiisal to ratify the capitulation*— 
thus, like another Horatius Codes, bearing the whole 
brunt of war, and defending this modem Rome, with the 
prowess of his single arm ! 

At length the populace, finding that IxHsterous measures 
did but incense more determined opposition, bethought 
themselves c^an humble expedient, by which, hiqply, the 
governor's lofty ire might be soothed, and his resolution 
undermined. Andnow a solemn and mournful procession, 
headed by the burgomasters and schcpens, and foUowed 
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fyy tbe populace moves slowly to the govemor^s dweUii^ 
bearing the capttulation. Here they found the stoiil; old 
hens drawn up like a giant into his castle^ the doors 
strongly barricadoed, and bimsdf in fiiU regimenlaist wkh 
his cocked hat on his head, firmly posted with a blunder- 
buss at the garret window. 

There was something in this fi^inidable position .th«t 
struck even the ignoble vulgar with awe and admiratkiu. 
The brawling multitude ccnild not but reflect with self- 
abasement, upon their own pusillanimous omduct, when 
thqr behdd their hardy but deserted old governs, thus 
fiuthfiil to his post, like a forlorn hope, and fiilly pr^p&md 
to defeid his ungrateM city to the last. These compunc- 
tions, however, were soon overwhelmed by the recurrii^ 
tide of public iqpprehension. The pc^mlace arranged 
themselves before the house, taking ofi^ their hats with 
most re^pectfiil humility— Burgomaster Roerback, .who 
was of that popular class of orators, described by old Sal- 
lust, as being ^« talkative rather than eloquent," stepped 
fiurth and addressed the governor in a speech of three 
hours' length; detailing in the most pathetic terms the 
calamitous situation of the province, and urging him in a 
constant repetition of the same arguments and words, to 
sign the cajHtulaticHi. 

The mighty Peter ^ed him.from his little garret win- 
dow in grim silence-^now and then his eye would glance 
over the surrounding rabble, and an indignant grin, like 
that of an angry masti£P, would mark his iron visage; but 
though he was a man of most undaunted mettle— tfaouj^ 
he had a heart as big as an ox, and a head that would have 
set adamant to scorn — yet afler all he was a mere nu^rtal : 
— ^wearied out by these repeated oppositions, and this 
eternal haranguing, and perceiving that unless he com- 
plied the inhabitants would follow their inclinations, or ra- 
ther their fears, without waiting for his consent, he testily 
ordered them to hand him up the paper. It was according- 
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\y hoisted to him on the end of a pole, and having scrawled 
his name at the bottom of it he anathematized them all for 
a set of cowardly, mtrtinotisi degenerate poltroons — threw 
the capitulation at their heads, slammed down the window, 
and was heard stumping down stairs with the most vehe-* 
ment indignation. The rabble incontinentiy took to their 
heels ; even the burgomasters were not slow in evacuating 
^e premises, fearing lest the sturdy Peter might issue 
fiN>m his idea, and greet them with some unwelcome testi- 
monial of his disfdeasure. « 

Within Ihree hours after the surrender, a legion of Bri- 
tish beef«-fed warriors poured into New- Amsterdam, takii^ 
possession of the fart and batteries. And now might be 
heard, firom all quarters, the sound of hammers made by 
the old Dutch buighens, who were busily employed, imil- 
ii^ up their doors and windows, to protect their vrouws 
frcan these fierce barbarians, whom they contemplated in 
silent sullenness from the garret windows, as they paraded 
through the stre^« 

Thus did Col. Richard Nichols, the commander of the 
British fcMTces, enter into qniet possession of the conquered 
realm as locum lenens for the Duke of York. The vi«tovy 
was attoided with no other outrage thlm that of changing 
the name of the province and its metropolis, which tiience- 
forth were denominated New-York, and so have contin- 
ued to be called unto the present day. Hie inhabitants, 
according, to treaty, were allowed to maintain <piiet posses- 
sion of their poroperty ; but so inveteralely did they retain 
their abhorrence to the British nation, that in a private 
meeting of the leading citizens, it was unanimously deter- 
miiied,^ never to ask any of their ccmquerors to dinner. 
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CHAPtBR IX. r: 

<Jdniaimti^ the 4igt^kd retirement, ^md mtial lim^etnier ^ 
Feier the HeadiUrong, j ". ' 



Thits tiiea iiave I MMladed lliis gmac Mstarkatd I 
-prize ; but b€ffere I itty asMe my weaiy pen^ Aere jet 0O4> 
mains to be perfonned one pious duty. If MooDg the 
variety of Teaifers iiiat may peruse tfaislMofc, Aem sbould 
hsi^y be found any of those souls of true nobilily, vfaidt 
glow with «e)es(iai fire^ at tbe histcnry ^Mf tlie g^erisus and 
die bra/te, tib^ will ^loubtkss be aimcms to know tbefrie 
of the gflfiant Peter Stirjn^esant To gratify cme «ueh ster* 
ling heart^gcdd I would go oMve lengths, than to inatnirt 
<l9ie cold-bdooded ^suriosily of a whole fraternity ef pUlo* 
slc^hers* 

No sooner had that hi^-mettled eavalier signed die ar«- 
tides (tf ^pitidatioii, tlum, detemuned n<^ to witness the 
humifofion of his fiivouxaC^ eaty, he turned Ims hack on 
its walls and made a growling retreat to his Bouwery^ or 
eountry-^eat, winch was sitafited about two kmSes off; 
where he passed the renakder of his xlays inpatriacchal 
t^tSrement. TlKre he enjoyed that tranquillity of mind, 
wfc4^ he had never known ^unid the disteadting cares lof 
government; and tasted 4he sw«ets of absduteand unooA* 
troUed* authority, which his fiiotioiss sdbrjeots Imd so oftfiu 
dashed with the biUiera^s of opposition. 

No persnasions could everviduce hin to revisit libeiciiy^ 
—on tiie contiratry, tue would ^always have his gnei^ aorm*- 
chair placed with its back to the windows which looked 
in that direction ; until a thick grove of trees planted by 
his own hand grew up and formed a screen, that effectiudly 
excluded it from the prospect. He railed continually at 
the degenerate innovaticms and improvemients introduced 
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hfthe omqiwniMBi-^JiNrbi^ it winrd of Aeir 4^teited Vm^ 
gOJBfg^ to be i^km i^ his ^unUyt aprobibidon refdQ; o^ 
b^yedy npce pcme x>f die liou9(ih€d4 ^uld speak any thing 
but Dittcb-<ifcand even oidered a fine avenns to be cut 
dawn in.front of Ina house, bec^uise it consisted of English 
cbeny-*tcees« 

The«anie inpessBUt vigilance^ that Uazed forth when- 
he had a vast prowKse imder his care, now showed its^ 
with e^al yig^uiytboi^ in narrower limits. Hepatnol- 
led widi, miae;aising watchinlness arpinul the boundaries of 
biStUttjIe territory;; repelled eveiy^ encroachment with in- 
iss^ promptneasi punished evary vagrant d^^edation 
up^i his orchard or his fiurm-jwrd with ipflexible severity .; 
and conducted eveiy stray hog or cow in triumph to the 
ponnd*- But to .the indigent nei^bour, the friendless 
stranger^ or the weary wanderer, his spacious door was 
ever qpen, and his capacious* fire^place^ that emblem of 
his own warm, and generous heart, had always a corner to 
receive and cherish them, ^ere was an excq^on to tinsy 
I must confess, in, case the ill-starred applicant was an 
Englishman 6r a Yankee; ta whom,,though he might ex- 
tend the hand of assistance, he could never be brought to 
yield the rites of hospitality. Nay, if peradventure some 
straggUng merchant of the east, should stop at his door, 
with his cart-load of dn-wiure or wooden bowls, the fiery 
Peter would issue forth like a g^nt from his castle, and 
npake such a furious clattering among his pots and kettles, 
that the vender of << mtionfi" was fiun to betake himself to 
instant flight. 

His ancient suit of re|pnentals, worn threadbare by the 
Inrush were carefiilly hung up in the state bed-chamber, 
and regularly aired the first &ir day of every month ; and 
his cocked-hat and trus^ sword were suspended in grim 
r^^esf^ aver the parlour mantel-piacex£armiQg supporters 
to a,&ll length portrait of the renowned Admiral Von 
Tron^ In. hi^ domestic empire he mamtained strict dis- 
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cipline) and a wdl organised, despotnr govemmMt; but^ 
though his own will was die supreme law, yet the good of 
his sulijects was his constant object. He watched oveiV 
not merely thdir immediate coibferts, but Iheir isfnrds, 
lAd their nlttmate wdfio^^for he gave them abundance 
of excellent admonition, nor could any of them coroplMB, 
that when occasion required, he was by any means nig- 
gardly in bestowing wholesome correction. 

The good old Dutch festhrab, those periodic^ demon- 
strations of an overflowing heart and a thankful spirit, 
which are falling into sad disuse among my fellow-cttizens, 
were fiuthfuUy observed in the mansion of Governor Stuy- 
vesant New-year was truly a day of open-handed Hbe- 
ndity, of jocund reveliy, and warm-hearted congratulatioii 
— when the bosom seemed to swell wiik genial good-fel- 
lowship; and the plenteous table was attended with an 
miceremonious freedom, and honest broad-mouthed mer- 
riment, unknown in these days of degeneracy and refine- 
ment. Paas and Pinxter were scrupuloudy observed 
throughout his dominions; nor was the day of St. Nicholas 
suffered to pass by, without making presents, hanging the 
stocking in the chimney, and complying with all its other 
ceremonies. 

Once a-year, on the first day of April, he used to array 
himself in fiill regimentals, being the anniversary of Us 
triumphal entry into New- Amsterdam, after the conquest 
of New Sweden. This was always a kind of Saturnalia 
among the domestics, when they considered themselves at 
liberty in some measure, to say and do what they pleased; 
for on this day their master was always observed to un- 
bend, and become exceeding pleasant and jocose, sending 
the old gray-headed n^roes on April fix>ls' errands for 
pigecm's inilk ; not one of whom but allowed himself to be 
taken ii|, and humoured his iM master's jokes, as became 
afaithfiil and well disciplined dq>endant Thus did he 
reign, hiq>pily and peacefidly on his own land — Hgtahig 
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no tmth^^^nyn/mg no raAn^^moksted by no outward strifiw 
-ii>*{jerplexed -by no kitemal eommotions ;•— «id Ae mighty 
QMmarchs^ of the earth, who were vainly, seeking to main^ 
tain peace, and promote the wdfiure q( mankind, by war 
and desdation, wocdd have done well to bav^ made a voy*^ 
age to the Kttle island of Manna^hata, and learned a lesscm 
m govenmient from the domestic economy of Peter Stoy^ 
vesant. 

In process of time, however, the old governor, like all 
other c^aldren of mortality, began to exhibit evident to- 
kens of decay. Like an aged oak, which, though it long 
has braved the fury of the elements, and still reudns its 
gigantic proportions, yet begins to shake and groan wiUi 
every blast — so the gallant Peter, though he still bore the 
port and s^nblance of what he was in the days of his har* 
dihood and chivalry, yet did age and ii^rmity begin to 
sap the vigour of bis firame ; but his heart, that most un«> 
conquerable citadel, still triumphed unsubdued. With 
matchless avidity would he listen to every article of intel- 
ligence concerning the battles between the En^ii^ and 
Dutch.-^Still would his pulse beat high, whenever he 
heard of.Ae victories of De Ruyter; and his countenance 
lower, and his eyebrows knit, when fortune turned in fi^ 
vour of the English. At length, as on a certain day, he 
had just smoked his fifth pipe, and was napping after din- 
ner, in his arm-chair, conquering the whdle British nation 
in his dreams, he was suddenly aroused by a fearftil ring- 
ing of bells, rattling of drums, and roaring of canncm, that 
put all his blood in a ferment But when he learnt, that 
these rejoicings were in honour of a great victory obtained 
by the combined ikiglish and French fleets, over the brave 
De Ruyter, and the younger VonTron^, it went so much 
to his heart, that he took to his bed, and in less than three 
days, was brought to death's door, by a violent cholera 
morbus ! But ev^i in this extremity, he still di^layed 
the unocmqueraUe ^irit of Peter the Htad$^ang ; holcKi^ 
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agiUiifllSiWll(4^anay ofold wcQED^i, wW w^re bent lapon 
dffiviiigthe eMiay €Mt oilm ,bo«rel^ aft^ a truct DjHfedi 
wnode of d^feae^. 1^ feHiKJuri^the s«al of wfu: vridii en^ 

While he tkos lay^ UDgevb^ ob tfa^ vergf of ^aaolui? 
ikm^ new9 :wb8 bioii^ himy that Ike bi?ave Ruytar had 
siii^red but little loss— had made good his retreat-<-i|Bd 
mewl oDoei»are to meet the eoony in bailie^ The dos* 
iiig eje of the old warncnr kindkdat tfie morda^-'^htpimfip 
ivofled hinself in bed-*»«a flash (^ maitiat fire beasB^ 
his idsa^— «he dtnched Us withered bwd,. a$r if be fell 
iriuthin hts gripe that sword w^h wayed in tr^imph b^ore 
the walls of Fort C^istiiM^ wd givii^. a grim 3mile of 
exultalaon^ smik bedt upon Us pillow, and expired. 

Thus died Pelei: Stuyresaoil, ^ ^aUant sddier, a loyal 
subjcdy am upright go^roor, askd an hj»4^t Dutchman — 
wiio wanted cmly a few eBE^pires to desolate, to have been 
immortalkled as a h^^ I 

Hi^ fimeral obse^pues w^*e celebrated with the utoost 
grandeur and solemi^« The town wm perfectly emptied 
of its inbabitantsy who crowded in throngs to pay the last 
sad h(»ioiira to their good old governor* AU his sterling 
vitalities rushed in fidl tide u{K>n their refcollections, whUe 
Ae manory c^ ]m fiubles,. Gnd his fiiulte, had expired wiA 
Un>. The aneient burners ecmtended who should have 
the privilege of bearing the palt — the pofxdace strove who 
dtould walk nearest to the bier — ami the melandioly f^to^ 
cessioQi was dbaed by a number of gray4ieaded negroes 
who had wintered and sfun^mered ki the household of their 
departed master, far the greater part of a century. 

With sad and g^my eouBteaancesi the mnkitude gil- 
thered roujod the grave^ They dw«^ wkh moui^ifiil hear^ 
on the sturdy virtues, the si^ud servicef} wd die gaUaal; 
ex{dmU of the brave old worthy. They reeidled, wilh se- 
cret upbraidings, their own ftctious cqppositicmfi to his gor 
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^^^^[•iiiiieiit— and many an ancient burgher, whose phl^- 
iHMHk features had never been known to relax, nor his eyes 
to moistod) was now 4»bs^rved:to paff a penrive pipe, and 
llie hig drop to steal down his cheek— while he muttered, 
with affectioiiate accent, and melancholy shake of die head 
— .<f Well den ! — Hard^^koppig Peter ben gone at last.'' 

His remains wer»4epo6il}dd in the fiunily vank, under 
mAttpd^ wUefa hehadpicrasly erealedc«ihi&<estii^ and 
doficflfced to St Nichdas-^and which stood cm the ide»> 
Juoal'jspot at presai* doeupied by St. Mark's Church, whei^ 
Mb taa&mtiMm k sdU to be seen. NSs esiate, m Bommerj^ 
ms it was called, has mver contiflHied in die possession of 
Im desdefidants^; wImo, by the uniferm integrity of their 
<MHiduct, ^d their strict adherence lo the customs asid 
manners that preraiM in the ^< good oU imesf'* have prov^- 
«d diemselves worthy of their ilkustrious anc^^tor. Many 
a time and oft, has die fium been haunted at night by en- 
li^iiang moneyHdiggers, inquestof pots of gold, said to 
lunve been btnried by the old governor— -though i cannot 
ieam that aay of diem have «Ter been enridied by dieir 
researches*— «aid who is there, among my iiativie-bcmi 
iedow-^tiflgens, that does not remanber, wben in die 
mischievoiis ckiys of his boyhood, he conceived k a great 
eKploit, to nob •< Stuyvesant's orchard " on a hoUday af- 
(temoon? • 

At this stroi^ hold of die tattoBy may still be seen cer* 
tain memorials of die immortal P^sr. His Ml lengdi 
portrait fi-owns in mardai terrors from the pariom* waH— 
hb cocked4iat and «word still liang up in die best bed- 
room. His brmstone-coloured br^ebes were fiir a kn^ 
while suspended in the hall, vndi some yearn ainoe diey 
cM)oa6ioiied a dispute betweenit new married coupde. And 
his siifer mouated wood^I^ is stil treasured up in the 
«tafe<«oom, as an invaluable relique. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The Auikin^i refUcikms upm^ t^hai has hen said. 

Among die numerous events, whkh are each in tfieir 
turn, the most dir^il and mda^cboly of all posrable oo«- 
cutrenoes, in your interesting and aikhentic history, there 
b ncme that osccasions such deep and heart*rending grie^ 
as the dedine and fidl of your renowned and mi^^i^ em* 
pires. Where is the raider who can contemplate without 
emotion, the disa^rous events by which the great djmasi- 
ties of the world have been extinguished ? While wan^ 
dering, in imag^ation, among the gigantic ruins of states 
and empires, and markup the tr^s^ndous coavulsioira 
that wrought their overthrew, the bosom of the melaur- 
dKily inquirer swells with sympathy commensurate tothe 
siurrounding desolation. Kingdoms, principalities, and 
powers, have each had their rise, their progress, ami Aeir 
downfiid-^-eaeh in its turn has swayed a potent scqatre-*- 
each has returned to its primevid nothingness ;«*-and thus 
did it fiire with the ^npire of their high mightinesses, at 
the Manhattoes, under the peaceful reign of Waltar the 
Dotibter — ^the fretful reign of William the Testy^— ^^nd 
the chivalric rdlgn of Pet^ the Headstroi^. 

Its histc»y is fruitiiil of instruction, and worthy of being 
pondered over attentively; for it is by thus raking among 
the ashes of departed greatness, that the sparks of true 
knowledge axe found, and the lamp of wiadom> illumined. 
Let then the reign of Walter the Doubter warn against 
yielding to that sled^ contented security, that overween- 
ing fondness for comfort and repose, that are {nroduced by 
a state of prosperity and peace. These tend to unnerve 
a nation, to destroy its pride of character ; to render it 
patient of insult, dc^af to the calls of honour and of justice; 
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BXudk ottise it to cling to peace, l&e the slt^gard to his 
pHtofvr, at title ^spesise of every valuable duty and <x>nside- 
ration. Such supineness insures? the very evil fitMn which 
it i^mnks. One right yielded up, produces the usurpa- 
tioif^ of a second; one ^croadun^it passively suffered, 
makes way for another ; and the natbn that thus, through 
a d^ing love df peace, has sacrificed honour and interest, 
' vrffl at l&igth have to'fight for existence. 
* Let i^e disastrous reign of Williani the Testy serve as 
A §idiitary warning against that fitftd, feverish mode of 
legislation, that acts without system ; depends on shifts 
and projects, and trusts to lucky contingencies ; that he- 
sitates, and wavers, and at length decides with the rash- 
ness of ignorance and imbecility. . That stoops for popu- 
larity by courting the prejudices, and flattering the asrro- 
gance, rather than commanding Ae respect of the rabble. 
That seeks safety in a multitude of counsellors, and dis- 
tracts itself by a variety of contradictory schemes and 
0|»hions. That mistakes procrastination for deliberate 
wariness— hurry for decision— i-starveling p&rslttiony for 
wholesome economy — ^bustle for business — and vapouring 
for valour. That is violent in council, sanguine in ex- 
pectation, precipitate in action, and feekle in execution. 
That undertakes enterprizes without forethought, enters 
tipon them without preparation, conducts them without 
energy, and ends them in confusion and defeat. 

Let the reign of the good Stuyvesant show the effects 
<rf vigour and decision, even when destitute of cool judg- 
ment, and surrounded by perplexities. Let it show how 
frankness, proHty, and high-souled courage will command 
respect, and secure honour, even where success is unat- 
tainable. But, at the same time, let it caution lagainst a 
too ready reliance on the good faith of others, and a too 
honest confidence in the loving precessions of powerful 
neighbours, who are most fri^dly wh«i they most mean 
to betray. Let it teach a judicious attention to the c^i- 

3 A 
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nions and wishes of the umi^, m^ in timieft of^ f^rfly 
must be soothed ^nd led^ or i^rehaisioii will o^erpopr^ 
the deferimoe to autbmly. 

I^ the empty wordiness of bis fiM^oos sabje€ls^^«^ie^ 
intenEqpenite hanmgues— ^^ violent <<rfesQlHtfama ^ ■ iflKJ r 
hectorings agiunst ^i abs^t enemy, and their pasiBtilkDi- 
ty on his approach-**teadi us to distrost fund dcispis^ time 
damoroos patriots, whose coamge dwells but in the ft^olpae. 
Let them serve as a lesscm to repress that insd^UDe of 
q>eec3h, destitute of real (ofce, which too oft^i breaks 
forth in popular bodies, and bespeaks the vanitjr rather 
than die spirit of a nation. Let th^an cauticm . vts ag^iost 
vauntfng too mueh of our own power and prowess t^oid 
revyi^ a noUe ^lemy • True gallantry of soul wcaitd 
idways lead us to treat a foe widi courtesy aQ4iW>^ 
punctilio; a contrary ccmduct but takes fixmi the merit 
of victory, and nenders d^sat douUy disgracefiiL 

But I cease to dwell on the stores of exoelleiit ea^aaqple 
to be drawn frmn the ancient chromcles of the Maaha(r 
toes* He who reads attentive^ will discover the tfama^ 
(^gold, which run throughout the web of history, and are 
invidUe to the dull eye of igmmmce* But h^Sare X oob- 
dude, let me point out a sdi^nn wanung^ foraisbed in 
the subtle chain c^ev^its by whidi the captoreof Fort 
Casimir has produced the present convulaimis of our f^obe. 

Att^id then, gentle reader, to thb plain dedue&u, 
whidi if thou art a king, an ^np^or^ or other poiiferfid 
potfflitate, I advise thee to treasure up in thy heart, thoi^ 
little expectation have I that my woiic will fiiU into such 
hands ; for well I know the care of orafty mimstars, to 
keep all grave and edifying books <^ the kind out oCthe 
way <rf*uidiappy monarchs, lest, peradventwv, A^ should 
read th^oi and learn wisdiHU. 

By the treacherous surprisal of Fort Casimir then did 
the crafty Swedes enjoy a transient triumph ; but dttw 
upon thdr heads the vengeance of Peter Stuyvesant, who 
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.Infested all New Sweden finxm iheir htnids. By the con- 

, quest of New Sweden^ Peter Stuyvesaht aroused the 
daims of Lord Balthnore; who appealed to the ci^inet 

• «f Gi^eat'Britwi; who subdued 'd»s whole province of 
New Netterliuids. By this great achievement the whole 
extent of North America firmn Nova Soolia txyihe- flori- 
das, was rendered one entire dependency upon the Brkifiii 
jdown; but mark the consequence. The faillHSrto scat^ 
tered cokmks beii^ thus ccmsoUdated, and having no ri- 
val coimiies to cfaec^ or keep them in awe, waxed great 
andpowerfid; and, finally, becoming too strong Ibr the 
mothar cotmtxyf were enabled to shi&e off its IxMAd^ and 
by a glorious revolutiim became an independent empire. 
But the chain of effects stopped not here; the siRKies^bl 
revolution in America produced the sanguinary revcdution 
in France, which produced the puissant Bonaparte, who 
fHToduced the fVau^h despotism, which has thrown the 
wfaple world in oonfiisicHi' 1— -Thie have these great pow^:^ 
been successively punished for thdir ill-starred compteBts ; 
ttid thus, as I asserted, have all the present ccmvulmons, 
revidutions, and disasters, that overwhelm mankind, ori- 
ginated in the capture of the litde Fort Casimir^ as re- 
corded in this ev^xtfiil history. 

And now, worthy reader, eate I take a sad finrewdl^ — 
which, alas i must be for -ever— <wiUin^y would I part in 

. exordial fellowship, and bespeak thy khid-^hearted remem- 
brance. Hiat I have not writt^i a better history of Ae 
.days of the patriandis is not my fiuilt^^hadai^odker per- 
son written one as good, I should not have attempted it 
at all— that many will hereafter spring up and surpass me 
in excdlence, I have very little doubt, and still less care; 
well knowing, that, when the great ChristovaUo Colon 
(who is vulgarly called Columbus) had once stood his egg 

. upon its end, every one at table could stand his up a 
thousand times more dexterously. Should any reader 
fii)d matter of offence in this history, I should heartily 
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griey«^ though I would on na acomnit qaegti<m lis pene- 
tnitloQ) by td^aag Um he is mastaken — ^his good natmre, 
by teUing Um he is capttous-^-Kir has piiid cohsqieiMe, by 
teUing hitt he is startled at a shadow. Surefy if he is so 
hig^iiotis in findiiig ofiEenoe where none is intended, it 
were a thoosabd pities he should n^t be sttflkred to enjoy 
the ibeadSt of his discovery. 

I haTe'tdd hi^ an opinion of the understididing of my 
.&UQW«^tizehi^ to tlunk of yidding them any instructioii, 
and 1 coret too miich their good will, to fatMt it by giv- 
ing them good advice. I am none of those cynics who 
despile tbe wodd, because it despises them--— on itm ecm- 
trary^ though but low in its r^aid, i look up to it with 
the most pcxfectgood nature, and my only S(htow is, that 
it does not prove itsdf more worthy of tbe unbounded 
love I bear it. 

li^ however, in tins my histcnic production — ^the scanty 
fruit of a long and biborious lile«-I have &iled to gratify 
the daKOty palate of the age, I can onfy lamei^ my mis- 
&rtuiie*«-lbr it b too late in the season for me even to 
hc^ to repair it Already has withering age showered 
his sterile snows upon my brow; inalitde while, and this 
genial warmth, which still lingers around my heart, and 
throbs-^wdrthy reader^«*4hrobs kindly towards thyself 
will be chilled fiHr ^ver. Haply this frail compound of 
dmtf whidi wfaikt'aUve may have given birth to nought 
but unprofitable weeds, may form an humble sod of tbe 
valley, from "wftience may spring many a sweet wild flower, 
to adorn my beloved island of Manna-hata I 
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